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2019 – PLAYOFF GAME 2

ST. PIUS X GOLDEN LIONS
vs.

WOODWARD WAR EAGLES
Friday, November 22, 2019, 7:30 p.m.

At Woodward Academy, College Park, Georgia

A good plan violently executed now is better than
a perfect plan executed next week.

– Gen. George S. Patton
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To our valued sponsors we say THANK YOU!
*Click the logos for a quick link to each website

(Editor’s note: Throughout the season you’ll find various links scattered in each X-Factor. Look for 
blue underlined hyperlinks (like this) for links to websites, articles or youtube videos. Any time you see                              
a  button, click to enjoy a musical interlude. Don’t take anything too seriously, it’s all in the name of fun!)

very athlete puts in the work in the weight room, the film room and on the practice 
field with hopes of making a difference in a game – or better yet, over an entire season.                                       
And every team strives to put their mark – their own personal stamp – on a program. 
Something that says, “We Were Here And We KicKed Butt!” These “marks” are 
measured by records, signature wins, team milestones, playoff wins and titles. When it’s 

for a program that has enjoyed a good amount of success, these marks 
tend to get magnified even more. Past teams and alumni come to expect it, 
afterall, it’s still their team too. Pride and tradition can run pretty darn 
deep. But the reality of it is, every program is subject to the swing of the 
pendulum. Achieving success and maintaining it are animals of a very 
different color. Even some of the most storied and iconic programs have 
down cycles, it's inevitable. This year many of the Golden Lion alumni 
have peppered our coaches with questions about how this 2019 team was 
going to measure up to previous teams after losing so many senior starters. 
The go to answer has been, “Be patient, you’ll see. But it’s going to take some time.”

http://familypracticecenterpc.com/atlanta-sports-medicine/
http://bambinellispizza.com/
http://www.bevshop.co/
http://benchwarmersgrill.com/
https://www.cssfirm.com/
http://www.geherenlaw.com/
http://www.magbee.com/
https://www.nathansdrivingschool.com/
http://www.southernjewelryinsurance.com/
http://turnerprofessionals.com/
http://www.edvoyles.com/
https://www.georgiaeyeassociates.com/
https://visionairepartners.com/
https://hudsongrille.com/
https://hudsongrille.com/
https://www.spx.org/athletics/boys-sports/football
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sI7XiJgt0vY


There’s no denying that we’ve had our share of lows this season. We lost the games that alumni deem 
“the” games, and in some cases it wasn’t even close. Then a few weeks ago, we were embarrassed by a North 
Oconee team that had never beaten us. Our confidence was wavering and our injuries were at a peak level, 
including 2 more senior leaders that appeared to be lost for the season. It was gut check time for sure.
That my friends, was rock bottom of our 2019 season, just ask anyone who's been following our team. 
But our team didn’t fold – we didn’t “take our ball and go home” – oh no, we did quite the opposite. 
We rebounded in a comeback win the following week that we could very easily have lost, incidentally to 
a team that just won their first playoff game EVER. If your looking for a “phoenix from the fire” moment, 
look no further than that final drive for the go ahead score. Like our president once said, ‘We will not go 
quietly into the night! We will not vanish without a fight! We’re going to live on! We’re going to survive! 
Today we celebrate our Independence Day!’...Or like the famous philospher Bluto exclaimed, ‘Over...
did you say over? Nothing is over until we decide it is. Was it over when the Germans bombed Pearl 
Harbor!? Hell no!!...Germans?...Don't stop him, he's on a roll’...

And here’s some dark irony for you to consider. When Joiner went down in the first quarter of the 
North Oconee game and passed the proverbial baton to O’Shea, we didn’t lose our quarterback, far from it. 
But rather, we ultimately gained two. Like Hydra from Captain America, “cut off one head, and two 
more shall take its place...” (apparently I'm on a movie quote kick this week), now we have a bright 
young quarterback running the offense and an experienced senior quarterback directing the defense. 
If it were my choice, would I do it all the same way again?...absolutely NOT!...but thank you Lord for 
the hidden blessing. Since that come from behind drive against Madison, we’ve been making noticeable 
strides forward with each game – and it feels GOOD!

This week’s road trip took Lion Nation north up I-75 to a quiet little town, just south of Chattanooga, 
called Ringgold. Our caravans departed Atlanta in some pretty ugly conditions, but about midway into 
our journey the clouds parted and the sun broke through to plow the way for another perfect evening for 
Georgia high school football...kind of like our Hawgs have been doing lately. We gathered for pregame 
festivities at a little establishment called Farm to Fork, appropriately located on General Lee Drive.            
Near the end of our meal one of the local patrons came up to our table to welcome us to their town and 
then asked us to please go easy on their boys tonight. He said the word around town was that we were 
going to roll in and put a whoppin’ on their team. We looked at him quizzically, figuring that he was 
probably just being hospitable, and replied, “that’s nice of you to say, but have you seen the size of your 
team?” One of our crew asked him about the origin of the name “Ringgold”, as they thought it had to 
do with being a town where people could come to expedite a marriage, or get “rings of gold.” He didn’t 
provide an adequate answer so I did some digging, being the inquiring journalistic type that I am, and 
have the scoop! There is definitely some truth to the get hitched quick story, but that’s not where the name 
came from. The town of Ringgold was named after Army Major Samuel Ringgold, an artillery officer who 
died in 1846 from battle wounds received in the Mexican War. Several of his military innovations led him 
to be called the "Father of Modern Artillery." There are a handful of other Ringgold cities and counties 
spread across the eastern U.S., so who really knows if he ever set foot in north Georgia. I can’t help but 
think that the people who founded Heritage High School convened and decided that the Heritage Majors 
just wouldn’t cut it, so they gave their namesake a promotion to General...well played.

Enough of the pregame festivities, let's get to the game!

https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.latimes.com/archives/la-xpm-2003-jul-21-na-ringgold21-story.html%3f_amp=true


As we readied for the teams to make their way to the field,                         
Lion Nation lined up near the field as we normally do to make a 
short tunnel for our boys. Our senior captains, #12 Nick Joiner, 
#33 Tiger Turner, #69 Marc Weick, #80 Lawson Schultz and #21 
Jadon Rogers, came through first and took their place along the far 
sideline. Shortly after, the Generals captains walked through our 
tunnel with an air of confidence. One of our moms said, “good luck 
tonight” as a friendly St. Pius gesture, and the response she got was,
“it’s going to be a long night for your team.” WELL NOW, so much for Ringgold hospitality! We’ll mark and 
remember that one. Reminds me of this scene from The Blind Side. There’s a subtle referee reference here too, 
but I’ll get to that later. The Generals won the toss and decided to receive, since their offense was obviously too 
potent for our young, under-sized defense to handle. Bring it on Majors!...sorry, I mean Generals.

In Golden Lion fashion, Heritage took the field by 
way of the stadium stairs for what they call the “Generals 
Walk” while our boys watched and waited patiently in the 
south end zone. Our boys had had a looseness to them 
all day that came across as calm 
confidence. This would be the 
end of the road for one of these 
teams and the end of a career for 
some. Let’s get to it! Our special 

teams unit took the field with #7 junior Ryan Kirschner set to kick it away. The 
same as we did most of the game last week, we went with a short pooch kick to 
the right where the Lions converged to bring down the runner at the 30-yard line.

The Lions starting defense tonight would have #54 senior John McMimmy, 
#85 junior Casey Ver Meulen, #38 junior AJ Crawford and #71 sophomore Jacob 
Hull up on the line; #46 junior Walker Stevens, #18 sophomore Cam Wingo and 
#16 sophomore Cameron DeBose at linebacker; and #3 sophomore Cameron Cainion (worn tonight for 
injured junior Sam Downer...and also because his #2 jersey was apparently torn), #29 sophomore Austin 
Taylor, Rogers and Joiner in the secondary. The 1st down pass from #8 junior Nick Hanson to #7 senior, 

and region 6-AAAA athlete of the year, Sam Randolph was blown up at 
the spot by Jadon Rogers (your co-defensive player of the game), forcing 
the runner back the other way into a den of Lions for no gain. A motion 
penalty brought up a 2nd and 15 and a Hanson keeper around the right 
that went nowhere thanks to Wingo. It was 3rd and long and a chance for 
an early 3-and-out to set the tone. The screen to #3 senior Maddox Rose 
looked to be set up well with a few massive blockers out front, but Wingo 
knifed through them and absolutely LIT UP #3! Now there’s an early 
statement. #22 freshman Jack Tchienchou dropped back near midfield 
awaiting the punt. The snap was good, but the kick…not so much. It hit 
off the side of his foot and crossed the sideline at the Generals 42, giving 
our offense great field position.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-oq-yosgBWk&list=PL4kWDjEYvB-Cv8bCn22TSXUZhc8WsyLHv&index=30


Last week our offense was literally unstoppable with 8 possessions, 7 touchdowns and 1 kneel-
down. How would they fair tonight against these Generals? We'd soon find out. Tonight’s starting 
Hawgs were #70 senior Joseph Miller, #78 junior Camden Wooden, #55 junior Charlie Long (and this 
week's Z interviewee), #65 junior Joey Sanfilippo, Weick and Schultz. We’d need another dominating 
performance from them this week to pave the way and control the clock. In the backfield were #11 
junior Dennis O’Shea, #31 junior Jack Graham, #8 junior Mason Benefield and Wingo with #4 junior 
Jack Parker out wide right. Benefield started things off with a sweep towards the left sideline for 
4. #10 junior RJ Brewster brought in the next play and lined up to the left. Graham got the call up 
the middle, but could only manage 2. A 3-and-out with this starting field position just wouldn’t do. 
Juniors #13 Grayson Carney and #19 Sinclair Eberlein lined up wide right and this time O’Shea kept 
it around the left tackle for 5-yards and a 1st down. Ver Meulen checked in for our two TE set and 
Graham got the call on the next 2 plays for 7 combined yards. Another 3rd and short and we were 
hit with the first of many motion penalties. An O’Shea keeper only found 1-yard bringing up a 4th 
and 6 from the 27. It would be a 45-yard field goal attempt, maybe a little beyond our comfort zone.            
We lined up to go for it, but another flag came out, this time for delay of game. On 4th and 11, we 
split Joiner and Brewster out wide with Benefield in the slot. O’Shea dropped back and was hit just as 
he released the ball in Joiner’s direction. Joiner was open, but the ball grazed off his fingertips and fell 
incomplete for a turnover on downs.

The defense took the field with #41 freshman Shug Bentley in at strong side linebacker on this series. 
On first 1st down, he shed his block and forced the runner wide into Cainion’s grasp. Hanson kept it on 
2nd down, but Hull and Stevens were both there for the stop. They sent 2 receivers wide to each side on 
3rd down to spread the field and handed it #27 freshman Paxton McCrary. DeBose read it perfectly and 
made a textbook tackle that looked more like wrangling cattle to bring up 4th and 2. Their offense had 
yet to get a 1st down, but it wasn’t the time or place to risk a 4th and short. Tchienchou drifted back again 
hoping to get a chance at a return this time. The kick was away, a low line drive that took a few forward 
bounces inside the 30, but the last bounce checked up and was too tempting for Tchienchou to let go.       
He quickly snagged it and burst forward between the defenders. As he turned the corner and spun upfield, 
one of the Generals was able to reach in and knock the ball free. Players from both teams dove into the 
pile for the loose ball and thankfully a Golden Lion came up with it near the 40. Whew!

The next drive started poorly with a short gain and another motion penalty (that’s 2 so far if you’re 
counting at home), but Cainion made an all effort run to get us to 3rd and 1 at midfield. As you'd expect, 
the hand-off went to Graham, who took the ball into Generals territory for a new set of downs. The 1st 
quarter clock expired and we were knotted up in a tight 0-0 game.

a) What is the only 5 letter word that becomes larger
when you add the letter “r” to it? 

b) Which branch of the military do babies join?



As the 2nd quarter started, lightning struck in the way of a 28-yard sprint by Cainion to move us into 
the red zone, but after 2 short runs we were flagged with our 3rd motion penalty making it 3rd and 12 
from the 20. An 8-yard completion from O’Shea to Wingo got us into decent 3rd down yardage, but this 
time we were penalized for holding. We were in field goal range, but a 14-yard sack of O’Shea on 3rd down 
pushed us back out of our comfort zone. Rats! #9 senior Eli Marshbank came if for his first punt in what 
seemed like forever (it had actually been 3 weeks) and tried to angle 
it toward the right corner. It crossed the sideline a little earlier than 
anticipated, giving the Generals a 1st down from the 27.

Still looking for any kind of offensive rhythm, the Generals stayed on 
the ground. Stevens and Crawford dropped Hanson for a 2-yard loss on 
1st down and Jacob Hull (your other co-defensive player of the game) 
chased down #14 senior Gabe Ogle from the backside on 2nd down to 
force another 3rd and long. Hanson completed the pass to Randolph, but 
his momentum took him out of bounds 1-yard shy of the marker. What to 
do? They had yet to pick up a 1st down and didn’t look too confident. They lined up like they were going for it, 
but it felt like they were fishing for a defensive offside. They called a timeout to consider their options then sent 
out the punt team. The fake punt was definitely in play and was what we anticipated by our defensive alignment 
with Joiner back deep, but they flinched and were flagged for motion. They finally kicked it away to Tchienchou, 
but quickly wished they hadn’t. Jack Tchienchou (your co-special teams player of the game) took the kick on 

one bounce and parted the Generals defenders like Moses and the 
Red Sea. He had one man to beat, but couldn’t make the last move 
in time. He took a mighty big hit for his efforts, but I’m sure he’d say 
it was worth it.

We were 1st and 10 from their 30-yard line and HAD to get 
points out of this drive. We started slow with a short run and an 
incompletion, but a nice 3rd down scramble by O’Shea got us to 
4th and 1. Were we going for it? You’re gosh darn right we were! 
The Hawgs plowed a massive hole for Graham, who picked up 

an easy 6 to move the sticks. We rode Graham on consecutive runs to get us to 1st and goal from the 3, 
then Wingo finished off the drive for the score and the first points of the night. Kirschner put the kick 
through the uprights and the Lions led 7-0 midway through the 2nd quarter.

The Generals moved some men on the return team trying to get Randolph the ball, but Kirschner 
kicked a beautiful squib kick the other way. It was fielded inside the 10 and the runner was swarmed 
over at the 12. That’s how it’s done! Rose picked up 8 on 1st down then Hanson picked up 6 more to give 
the Generals their first 1st down of the night with 4 minutes remaining in the half. Hanson hit a 15-yard 
completion to #2 Cade Kiriny and their offense looked to have some life, but that went south pretty quick 
with 2 incompletions and 2 penalties to ultimately bring up a 4th and 18. Aside from two 1st downs on this 
drive, our defense was locked in. The punt was another low line drive, reeeaaal low, as Crawford got a hand 
up to deflect it. The Generals, and many of their fans, seemed to think that they could simply pick it up and 
advance it. Sorry Ringgold, no such luck. They touched it near the Lions 40, which is where we took over.



A block in the back penalty negated a good 1st down run 
by Wingo, but he made up for it with a 27-yard lightning 
strike on the next play and a 10-yard gain to follow that.       
In no time we were knocking on the red zone door. We ran 
right through their defense for the last 27-yards on carries by 
Bentley, O’Shea, Graham, and then finally Cam Wingo (your 
co-2-way player of the game) for the final 4-yards and his 
2nd TD of the night. Kirschner’s PAT was good and we had a 

little breathing room at 14-0. The clock ticked down under 1-minute and our side of the field was feeling 
pretty good with a 14-point lead and all the momentum…but momentum is a sneaky little bugger.            

After bringing the kick out to the 36, Hanson completed 2 quick passes to get them to our side of 
the 50 with 3 seconds on the clock. Everyone knew what was coming, and like a slow motion wreck, we 
still couldn’t prevent it. The Hail Mary pass from Hanson went towards the right front pylon and the 
bodies started piling up. The ball sailed over most of the players, but #12 junior Logan Lowe was waiting 
patiently behind them all at the 1. He caught the ball then quickly dove over the goal line for the score.
...silence...pin drop...heavy sigh...It’s amazing how quickly a Hail Mary can silence half of a stadium.            
What should have been a visiting locker room and a bleacher full of jubilation was reduced to a quiet numbness 
and an unsettling halftime. Still, we held the lead and would get the ball to start the 2nd half...Reset.

The 2nd half kick found its way into the end zone giving us a 1st down from the 20. Before I detail this 
next drive, I think it’s safe to say that this would be a critical time stamp of the game. Sustain a scoring 
drive and we regain our mojo, but get shutdown and the door could swing wide open for the Generals 
to march through. Aside from those two come from behind drives against Dunwoody and Madison, 
this would be our most important offensive possession of the season. It did not start well, as O’Shea was 
limited to 1-yard on the first two plays to bring up a 3rd and 9. We held 
our breath and hoped the coaches had the perfect play called for the 
moment. Benefield then delivered one of the most critical runs of the 
night as he took the sweep around the right with sensational blocking 
up front, more specifically by Lawson Schultz (your co-offensive player 
of the game) who dominated his man and cleared the edge...1st down!                         
The next set of downs brought a 3rd and 1 with another key conversion, 
this time by Graham who took a huge hit from #21 junior Zach Brown. 
Win the moment one play at a time. 

On the next set of downs, laundry started flying left and right. A motion penalty on 1st down was 
followed by a holding call on the next play after O’Shea and Parker had hooked up for what would've been 
a beautiful pitch and catch. It was now 2nd and 28, and the mountain just got bigger. Cainion got the call 
and weaved his way through the Generals defense with a hole provided by Weick and Sanfilippo and an 

We hurt without moving. We poison without touching.
We bear truth and lies. We are not to be judged by our size.

What are we??



escort from Graham to get 12 of it back. 3rd down only netted 2-yards, so we were faced with a 4th and 13 
and the 2nd tipping point of the drive. With Brewster and Benefield split to the right and Joiner to the left, 
O'Shea took a 5-step drop and fired it to Joiner. The ball was a little behind him, but Joiner was able to drop 
to the ground and reach back for it for a 14-yard completion and a new set of downs in Lions territory. 
The flags started flying again on 2 of the next 3 plays bringing up a 1st and 25 this time. Come on refs,
let the boys play! Wingo picked up 9-yards on the next play behind Ver Meulen's seal block, then we 
slowly worked it back to a reasonable 4th and 4. There's absolutely no way we were punting. We were 
battling the Generals and the Zebras at the same time, and by God, we were NOT surrendering to their 
terms. So, while the entire stadium thought we were going for the first down, we decided to go for the 
touchdown. As O'Shea faked it to Graham, Wingo slipped out into the left flat. O'Shea cut it loose, and 
though he undershot him a touch, maybe because he couldn't believe he was so open, it was close enough 
for Wingo to reach down and grab it near his shoes (reminds of a catch he made earlier in the year against 
Decatur). He turned upfield, side-stepped one defender inside the 5 (which he could just as easily have run 
over) and strolled into the end zone for the score. Kirschner's PAT was good and we had completed the 
very first 150-yard drive in Golden Lions history! St. Pius 14, Heritage 0. . .Lions 1, Zebras 0.

Marshbank came in for the ensuing kick and drove it 5-yards over the goal line for a touchback. 
That's the way, uh-huh, uh-huh, I like it, uh-huh, uh-huh! The defense 
came back onto the field after a good loooong rest (halftime plus 8:18), 
ready to regain their first half mojo. It started with an incompletion on 
1st down, then a Hanson run for 5-yards on 2nd down, which he paid a 
price for with a combo hit from Ver Meulen and Stevens. 3rd and 5 and 
we were ready to pounce. Hanson dropped back, but was quickly forced 
from the pocket by Crawford and Casey Ver Meulen (your 2nd co-2-way 
player of the game...keep up, I'm not done yet!). He threw it on the run in 
the direction of #11 junior Dylan Bryan, but Joiner got there at the same 
time to supply the hit. The ball hit the turf and Bryan tried his best to sell 

it as a catch. Sorry #11, we're not buying. #9 junior, and 2nd team all-region punter, Bradley Cass came 
out and completely shanked the kick towards the Generals sideline. The punt only netted 12-yards and 
we were right back in business. 

Graham took the 1st and 2nd down carries and quickly got us to a 3rd and short. We lined up in a 
wishbone formation with 3 backs directly behind O'Shea and gave it to Wingo going right behind a wall 
of blockers. He broke it to the outside and appeared to find the front pylon and another touchdown, but 
another flag came out. This one was deemed a personal foul that cost us 15-yards, but it was more of a 
late block than anything. So, what do you do when life gives you lemons?...well...you make margaritas, of 
course! From the 17, Benefield got his chance to join the party, as he 
took the hand-off and danced his way down to the 1-foot line with some 
very nifty footwork...must run in the family. Everyone could have sworn 
he got it, but no worries, because on 1st and goal O'Shea gave it right 
back to Mason Benefield (your other co-offensive player of the game) 
for the score. Hull snapped it to O'Shea, and Kirschner made it 28-7 
as the 3rd quarter clock wound down under 30 seconds. That was one 
HECK of a quarter Lion Nation. Could it get any better?...hmm, let's see.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q3svW8PM_jc


The Generals started the 3rd quarter with a 2nd and 15 from their 23. Time was running out and everyone 
knew it. They HAD to score on this drive. Hanson dropped back and our front four pursued. McKimmy 
and Crawford came right up the middle, while Hull and Ver Meulen closed off the edges. Crawford dragged 
Hanson to the ground as he got rid of the ball, loosely in the direction of Bryan...3rd and 15...This time Hanson 
connected with Lowe for 10 on a nice catch as he was going to the ground, which left them a 4th and 5...       
they had to go for it. Hanson's 4th down pass hit Bryan right between the numbers and had enough yardage 
for the 1st down, but he took his eye off the ball and it fell harmlessly to the ground. Turnover on downs.

Now, at this point you might think with a 21-point lead in the 4th quarter that we might back off a bit, 
but you'd be 110% wrong. The only way we weren't going to score again is if they stopped us. After a few 
hard runs by Graham and Benefield we were 4th and 3 from the 15-yard line. Everyone in the stands was 

yelling, "Take the points! Kick the field goal!", but for 
some reason, we chose an alternate path. We lined up 
in a strong right Wing-T formation with Joiner split 
out left. This had to be a run...right? If that's what you 
guessed, then you'd be wrong again. O'Shea faked the 
sweep to Wingo, turned and fired it to Joiner who had 
run a quick post route. O'Shea put the ball high enough 
to clear the defender, but not too high for Joiner.             
Nick Joiner (your 3rd co-2-way player of the game) 

leaped up, bad shoulder and all, and plucked it out of the air for the score. It was a great score for the team 
and a special moment for a few. With that TD pass, O'Shea joined the list of Lions QBs with 2 in a game,
but wait...there's more. We did a little stat digging this week and determined that 
Joiner is now the only Golden Lion to ever run, throw and catch a touchdown in a 
season. Pretty cool...now where's my Pic-Nick-6? :)

The score was now 35-7 after a 6-play, 33-yard scoring drive with just under 
6-minutes remaining. Things were looking pretty darn good. The ensuing kick was 
another short pooch to the right near the 35-yard line that #35 sophomore Luke 
Jacobellis (your other co-special teams player of the game) shutdown at the 40 
before the runner could break free from the pack. That would've stunk. Thanks, 35! 

The Generals were able to rebound and secure another score on this drive with a 
well executed 37-yard strike from Hanson to Randolph to the right corner of the end 
zone. It's hard to completely shutdown someone who's the region's "athlete of the year"....but we almost did! 

So, here we were with a 35-14 lead and the clock counting 
down. We knew an onside kick was coming, so we sent out the 
"good hands" unit. The ball took 2 or 3 bounces and Wingo 
quickly fell on it at the 47. At this point in the game, we weren't 
trying to fool anyone, but same as the last drive, if you don't want 
us to score...then STOP US! That theory went out the door pretty 
quick. On 1st down, Cam Cainion (your 4th co-2-way player of 
the game) took the buck sweep hand-off going left, then put a foot 
in the ground and cut back upfield between Wooden, Graham 
and #79 junior Colby Wright with Eberlein out front. He weaved 
his way all the way down to the 7-yard line for a 46-yard gain. 



As expected, O'Shea gave it back to Cainion on the next play, which he then converted into 6 more Golden 
Lion points. Another Kirschner PAT (that's back-to-back games of going 6-for-6) and we had the final 
points of the night. After our defense forced another turnover on downs, we let #15 sophomore Alex 
Possert, Jacobellis and some hungry young Lions take this one home to the bells.

FINAL SCORE:  Golden Lions 42 – Generals 14

Flashing back to my opening, I think it's safe to call this victory a statement win, or possibly even a 
vindication win. I think it proves that we're capable of making a playoff run, though this team was nowhere 
near the level of a BT, Marist or Cartersville. If you're looking for a signature win, then let's go get this next 
one down at Woodward, then we can talk. Stay humble and confident and good things will happen.

If you flip to the last pages and take a look at the stats there are a few that stand out more than others. 
First, we out-rushed the Generals 375 to 22. Let that sink in a minute.....That's total ground domination! 
We doubled them up in total yards, nearly tripled them in first downs, converted 3 of 4 on 4th down, and 
held them to 0 for 2 on 4th down. On special teams, we went 6 for 6 on PATs for the 2nd week in a row and 
got some much needed return yards from Tchienchou. All good stuff.

On the "needs work" side of the coin, we gave up 110 passing yards in the 4th quarter. I know those 
could be considered "garbage time" yards, but I'd like to think we could improve on that. Against a much 
more athletic and dynamic Woodward offense, we're going to need to be both quick and disciplined. 
According to the stats, we clocked in at 11 penalties for 93 yards. It certainly feels like it was more than 
that and it may very well be. Some of those came on the backside of positive gains and some of those were 
definitely questionable. Thankfully we over came the flags, but in a tight game we may not have that luxury.

Here's what The Dunwoody Crier had to say about the game: [Link]

Here's what The Chattanooga Times Free Press had to say about the game: [Link]

I am an odd number. Take away a letter and I become even.
What number am I??

http://www.thecrier.net/sports/article_6bf18150-0c2e-11ea-b69f-3f6aaacaa6c4.html
https://www.timesfreepress.com/news/sports/preps/story/2019/nov/15/golden-lions-march-past-heritage-generals/508398/


For additional pictures from the Heritage playoff game hit this link: [Link]

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/11NIY0_Ph5zKvSmI-cdQX4oXkgg9o2fPz


This week we get the Woodward Academy War Eagles as our 2nd round draw. Woodward is currently 
undefeated and ranked #4 in Class AAAA. This will be the 8th time our teams have met since 2011 with 
Woodward taking 4 of the past 7, but we got the most recent win and boy was it a BIG one! My all-time 
favorite Golden Lion games comes down to the 2018 shutout at Marist and the 2017 quarterfinals win at 
Woodward. You can bet they remember that one too. Looking back, I remember our 8th and 9th grade 
games against Woodward being, shall we say, unbalanced. They had "men" playing on those teams, at least 
with regard to size. We didn't fair too well in those contests, which made the 2017 playoff win that much 
more enjoyable. Here's what GHSF Daily has to say about this week's game.

St. Pius (6-5) at Woodward Academy (11-0): These two Atlanta private schools last met in the 2017 
quarterfinals, a game in which St. Pius ran for 424 yards and didn't attempt a pass in a 35-31 victory. 
The Golden Lions remain a running team. They had 375 yards rushing, led by sophomore Cameron 
Cainion's 116, and attempted just six passes (two of which went for touchdowns) in a 42-14 first-
round victory over Heritage of Ringgold. Woodward Academy took a 40-0 first-half lead against 
Upson-Lee last week and won 40-14. QB Mike Wright, committed to Central Florida, threw three     
TD passes and ran for a score. Wright passed for 1,876 yards and ran for 453 in the regular season. 
Woodward is 15-5-2 all-time against St. Pius.

Same as last week against Heritage, the War Eagles will run a pro-style spread offense. The main 
differences are that their quarterback, #7 senior Mike Wright (6'4, 185), is much more of a running threat, 
and their receiving corp is much deeper. Wright has 1,876 yards passing, 26 TDs, 4 INTs, a 65% completion 
rate and 453 yards on the ground. He's got all the tools to play at the next level.

They have a stable full of skilled receivers including #1 senior Jacorrei Turner (6'4, 205), #3 senior D.A. 
Allen (6'1, 187), #11 senior Ambe Caldwell (6'1, 190) and #21 junior Alan Wright (5'11, 180). Unlike many 
of the past receiving groups we've faced, these guys like to go deep. Sure, they'll throw some short and 
intermediate routes, but they like to go vertical pretty often. Not only do we need to get pressure on Wright, 
but we have to close down his escape lanes too. If we don't, it's going to be a long night for our secondary. 
#6 sophomore Damari Alston (5'10, 195) is their primary ball carrier. He's rushed for 729 yards on the year 
and averages 6.1/carry. That's pretty good. As usual, job #1 of any defense is to limit the running game. 

Their defense has only allowed 83-points on the season with 2 shutouts mixed in. Much like us, their 
a bit under-sized, but fast and athletic. Still, I think our offense brings a challenge that they would rather 
have avoided. Aside from beating BT early in the season, I don't think they've really been challenged this 
season. Their MaxPreps 7.5 strength of schedule rating implies the same thing.

Win or lose, we can all be proud of the way our team has responded to the swings of the pendulum.            
I personally think that Woodward did NOT want to see us in the 2nd round. We're riding pretty high 
right now, so let's keep that positive energy going. Give'em heck for 48-minutes and then we'll see who's 
still standing at the end. We've got a chance to make this game one that we'll all look back on with fond 
memories. How 'Bout Them Lions!



This week Z caught up with Golden Lions, Junior Center #55 Charlie Long:

Z: It was a great win vs. Heritage Catoosa to start the playoff run for the 
Golden Lions. How is the team feeling headed into the second round playoff 
game this Friday vs. Woodward?  

CL: We’re feeling like we can really make some noise right now in the 
playoffs. We were confident heading into the game vs. Heritage and I believe 
we came out a lot stronger than a lot of people thought. We are confident right 
now because we know how we’re capable of playing. 

Z: What are you expecting to see from Woodward this week?

CL: We’re expecting to see a 4-4 defense with a lot of blitzing. They’re a talented team but not as good 
as everyone thinks that they are. We are going to try to put a stop to that this week by coming out ready 
to play hard and execute the game plan. 

Z: Do you play any other sports besides football at St. Pius? 

CL: Aside from St. Pius football I play CMLA basketball on a St. Jude team with a lot of my friends and 
it is a lot of fun.

Z: What are some of the things you’ll miss most about the senior class when they leave St. Pius X?

CL: I’m going to miss how the seniors all bring everyone together and get everyone in the right 
mindset. They do it before our practices, as well as all of the games. I’m going to miss them as football 
players, but more so because they are all great friends as well. They bring a lot to the team as the 
leaders, but they also mean a lot to the school community as a whole. They’re a great group of guys 
and teammates.

Z: Have you had a favorite class or teacher in your time at St. Pius X?

CL: I like Latin wit Ms. Kepler. I had her during the first semester of my Freshman year. She’s so 
passionate about what she teaches and you can really tell by the way that she interacts with her 
students.  

X PLUS Z



Z: What kind of music is on your playlist?

CL: Right now I’m listening to a mix of rap and old country rock. Motley Crew and Lil Baby are some 
of my favorites right now. Before games I have an upbeat playlist that I listen to that helps me to get 
fired up and focused.  

Z: Where did you go to school before St. Pius?

CL: I went to St. Jude the Apostle Catholic School from kindergarten through eighth grade.

Z: Did you play any other sports growing up besides football?

CL:  I played baseball when I was younger at Sandy Springs and then played basketball in middle 
school along with football.  

Z: What do you like to do with your free time?

CL: I like to spend time with my family and my girlfriend and also spend time on social media, Twitter 
in particular.  It is a good source of information and occasionally entertainment.

Z: Thanks, Charlie for your time. We’re all looking forward to cheering on the Golden Lions Friday 
night vs. Woodward in the second round of the playoffs. Anything you’d like to share with the fans?

CL: Come out and support us and be loud. It is going to be a great night for St. Pius football. If you’re 
at the game be loud - we need the fan’s support!

What is always in front of you but can’t be seen?



Scout Team players of the week for the Stephens County game are:
Joe Brewster (Fr.) • Sinclair Eberlein • Joel Chatfield • Tyler Goforth

Answers to riddles:  1) Large, Infantry  2) Words  3) Seven  4) The future

The Generals sent out a large infantry,
Armed more with words than artillery,

We put up the first seven and never looked back,
Now we look to the future and our next ground attack.

This week's road trip takes us down to College Park to see our old friends from 
Woodward Academy with a trip to the quarterfinals on the line.

WE’LL SEE YOU THERE!

X



Individual Statistics (Final)
The Automated ScoreBook

St Pius Golden Lions vs Heritage Generals ( at)

St Pius Golden Lions Heritage Generals

Rushing No. Gain Loss Net TD Lg Avg
Cameron Cainion 10 120 4 116 1 51 11.6
Cameron Wingo 8 88 0 88 2 27 11.0
Jack Graham 19 77 0 77 0 8 4.1
Mason Benefield 5 41 0 41 1 17 8.2
Shug Bentley 2 25 0 25 0 18 12.5
Luke Jacobellis 4 18 0 18 0 6 4.5
Dennis O'Shea 8 24 14 10 0 6 1.2
Totals 56 393 18 375 4 51 6.7

Rushing No. Gain Loss Net TD Lg Avg
Maddox Rose 1 9 0 9 0 9 9.0
Nick Hanson 6 15 9 6 0 7 1.0
Paxton Mccrary 2 6 0 6 0 5 3.0
Gabe Ogle 2 4 3 1 0 4 0.5
Totals 11 34 12 22 0 9 2.0

Passing C-A-I Yds TD Long Sack
Dennis O'Shea 4-6-0 65 2 28 1
Totals 4-6-0 65 2 28 1

Passing C-A-I Yds TD Long Sack
Nick Hanson 18-31-0 201 2 48 1
Totals 18-31-0 201 2 48 1

Receiving No. Yards TD Long
Cameron Wingo 2 36 1 28
Nick Joiner 2 29 1 15
Totals 4 65 2 28

Receiving No. Yards TD Long
Sam Randolph 5 60 1 37
17 5 25 0 7
Logan Lowe 4 78 1 48
Gabe Ogle 1 18 0 18
Dylan Bryan 1 17 0 17
Cade Kiniry 1 4 0 4
Maddox Rose 1 -1 0 0
Totals 18 201 2 48

Punting No. Yds Avg Long In20 TB
Eli Marshbank 1 8 8.0 8 0 0
Totals 1 8 8.0 8 0 0

Punting No. Yds Avg Long In20 TB
Bradley Cass 5 124 24.8 34 0 0
Totals 5 124 24.8 34 0 0

Punt Kickoff Intercept
Returns No Yds Lg No Yds Lg No Yds Lg
Jack Tchienchou 2 49 34 0 0 0 0 0 0
Totals 2 49 34 0 0 0 0 0 0

Punt Kickoff Intercept
Returns No Yds Lg No Yds Lg No Yds Lg
Gabe Ogle 0 0 0 2 11 6 0 0 0
Dylan Bryan 0 0 0 3 3 4 0 0 0
Paxton Mccrary 0 0 0 1 17 17 0 0 0
Totals 0 0 0 6 31 17 0 0 0

Field goals Qtr Time Dist Result Field goals Qtr Time Dist Result

Kickoffs No. Yards Avg TB OB
Ryan Kirschner 6 205 34.2 0 0
Eli Marshbank 1 60 60.0 1 0

Kickoffs No. Yards Avg TB OB
Anderson 2 73 36.5 1 0

All-purpose Run Rcv KR PR IR Total
Cameron Wingo 88 36 0 0 0 124
Cameron Cainion 116 0 0 0 0 116
Jack Graham 77 0 0 0 0 77
Jack Tchienchou 0 0 0 49 0 49

All-purpose Run Rcv KR PR IR Total
Logan Lowe 0 78 0 0 0 78
Sam Randolph 0 60 0 0 0 60
Gabe Ogle 1 18 11 0 0 30
17 0 25 0 0 0 25

FUMBLES: St Pius Golden Lions-Cameron Cainion 1-0; Jack Tchienchou 1-0. Heritage Generals-None.



Defensive Statistics (Final)
The Automated ScoreBook

St Pius Golden Lions vs Heritage Generals ( at)

# St Pius Golden Lion Solo Ast Total Sacks-Yds TFL-Yds FF FR-Yds Int-Yds BrUp Blks QBH
3 Cameron Cainion 6 0 6.0 - - - - - - - -
12 Nick Joiner 3 0 3.0 - - - - - - - -
38 AJ Crawford 3 0 3.0 1.0-7 1.0-2 - - - - - -
18 Cameron Wingo 2 0 2.0 - 1.0-1 - - - - - -
71 Jacob Hull 2 0 2.0 - 1.0-3 - - - - - -
29 Austin Taylor 2 0 2.0 - - - - - 1 - -
21 Jadon Rogers 2 0 2.0 - - - - - - - -
22 Jack Tchienchou 1 0 1.0 - 1.0-1 - - - - - -
49 Ben Dillon 1 0 1.0 - - - - - - - -
16 Cameron DeBose 1 0 1.0 - - - - - - - -
28 Paul Quigley 1 0 1.0 - - - - - - - -
35 Luke Jacobellis 1 0 1.0 - - - - - - - -
41 Shug Bentley 1 0 1.0 - - - - - 1 - -
54 John McKimmy 1 0 1.0 - - - - - - - -
46 Walker Stevens 1 0 1.0 - - - - - 1 - -

Totals 28 0 28.0 1.0-7 4.0-7 0 0-0 0-0 3 0 0

# Heritage Generals Solo Ast Total Sacks-Yds TFL-Yds FF FR-Yds Int-Yds BrUp Blks QBH
21 Zach Brown 14 1 14.5 1.0-13 1.0-1 1 - - - - -
24 Jonathan 7 0 7.0 - - - - - - - -
7 Sam Randolph 5 1 5.5 - 1.0-1 - - - - - -
64 Lane Phillips 5 0 5.0 - - - - - - - -
44 Pete Padgett 4 0 4.0 - - 1 - - - - -
23 Jacob Lozano 3 1 3.5 - - - - - - - -
2 Cade Kiniry 3 0 3.0 - - - - - - - -
3 Maddox Rose 3 0 3.0 - - - - - - - -
5 Luke Teague 2 0 2.0 - - - - - - - -
52 Derek Gibson 1 0 1.0 - - - - - - - -
34 Caedon Stafford 1 0 1.0 - - - - - - - -
41 JT Eaton 1 0 1.0 - - - - - - - -
1 Jackson Martin 0 1 0.5 - - - - - - - -
10 Kaden Swope 0 1 0.5 - - - - - - - -

Totals 49 5 51.5 1.0-13 2.0-2 2 0-0 0-0 0 0 0

Quickie Statistics (Final)
St Pius Golden Lions vs Heritage Generals ( at)

SPX GENERALS
Score 42 14
FIRST DOWNS 19 7
RUSHES-YARDS (NET) 56-375 11-22
PASSING YDS (NET) 65 201
Passes Att-Comp-Int 6-4-0 31-18-0
TOTAL OFFENSE PLAYS-YARDS 62-440 42-223
Fumble Returns-Yards 0-0 0-0
Punt Returns-Yards 2-49 0-0
Kickoff Returns-Yards 0-0 6-31
Interception Returns-Yards 0-0 0-0
Punts (Number-Avg) 1-8.0 5-24.8
Fumbles-Lost 2-0 0-0
Penalties-Yards 11-93 5-35
Possession Time 25:40 22:20
Third-Down Conversions 4 of 9 3 of 10
Fourth-Down Conversions 3 of 4 0 of 2
Red-Zone Scores-Chances 5-6 0-1

St Pius Golden Lions Heritage Generals
Rushing No. Gain Loss Net TD Lg Avg
Cameron Cainion 10 120 4 116 1 51 11.6
Cameron Wingo 8 88 0 88 2 27 11.0
Jack Graham 19 77 0 77 0 8 4.1
Mason Benefield 5 41 0 41 1 17 8.2

Rushing No. Gain Loss Net TD Lg Avg
Maddox Rose 1 9 0 9 0 9 9.0
Nick Hanson 6 15 9 6 0 7 1.0
Paxton Mccrary 2 6 0 6 0 5 3.0
Gabe Ogle 2 4 3 1 0 4 0.5

Passing C-A-I Yds TD Long Sack
Dennis O'Shea 4-6-0 65 2 28 1

Passing C-A-I Yds TD Long Sack
Nick Hanson 18-31-0 201 2 48 1

Receiving No. Yards TD Long
Cameron Wingo 2 36 1 28
Nick Joiner 2 29 1 15

Receiving No. Yards TD Long
Sam Randolph 5 60 1 37
17 5 25 0 7
Logan Lowe 4 78 1 48
Gabe Ogle 1 18 0 18

Punting No. Yds Avg Long In20 TB
Eli Marshbank 1 8 8.0 8 0 0

Punting No. Yds Avg Long In20 TB
Bradley Cass 5 124 24.8 34 0 0

Punt Returns No. Yards TD Long
Jack Tchienchou 2 49 0 34

Punt Returns No. Yards TD Long

Kick Returns No. Yards TD Long Kick Returns No. Yards TD Long
Dylan Bryan 3 3 0 4
Gabe Ogle 2 11 0 6

Tackles UA-A Total Sacks TFL
Cameron Cainion 6-0 6.0 0.0 0.0
AJ Crawford 3-0 3.0 1.0 1.0
Nick Joiner 3-0 3.0 0.0 0.0
Cameron Wingo 2-0 2.0 0.0 1.0

Tackles UA-A Total Sacks TFL
Zach Brown 14-1 14.5 1.0 1.0
Jonathan 7-0 7.0 0.0 0.0
Sam Randolph 5-1 5.5 0.0 1.0
Lane Phillips 5-0 5.0 0.0 0.0

Qtr Time Scoring Play V-H
2nd 04:38 SPX - Cameron Wingo 3 yd run (Ryan Kirschner kick), 7-30 2:18 7 - 0

00:35 SPX - Cameron Wingo 4 yd run (Ryan Kirschner kick), 8-61 2:21 14 - 0
00:00 GENERALS - Logan Lowe 48 yd pass from Nick Hanson (Anderson kick), 3-64 0:30 14 - 7

3rd 03:42 SPX - Cameron Wingo 28 yd pass from Dennis O'Shea (Ryan Kirschner kick), 14-80 8:18 21 - 7
00:30 SPX - Mason Benefield 1 yd run (Ryan Kirschner kick), 5-37 1:48 28 - 7

4th 05:50 SPX - Nick Joiner 15 yd pass from Dennis O'Shea (Ryan Kirschner kick), 6-33 0:11 35 - 7
02:18 GENERALS - Sam Randolph 37 yd pass from Nick Hanson (Anderson kick), 5-60 3:27 35 - 14
02:10 SPX - Cameron Cainion 2 yd run (Ryan Kirschner kick), 2-53 0:08 42 - 14


