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2019 – GAME EIGHT

ST. PIUS X GOLDEN LIONS
vs.

NORTH OCONEE TITANS
Friday, October 18, 2019, 7:30 p.m.

At North Oconee High School

“Let us not look back in anger, nor forward in fear,
but around in awareness.”

– James Thurber



To our valued sponsors we say THANK YOU!
*Click the logos for a quick link to each website

(Editor’s note: Throughout the season you’ll find various links scattered in each X-Factor. Look for 
blue underlined hyperlinks (like this) for links to websites, articles or youtube videos. Any time you see                              
a  button, click to enjoy a musical interlude. Don’t take anything too seriously, it’s all in the name of fun!)

wareness – it's what separates perception from reality, assumption from truth, and 
blind faith from informed actions. It is often the difference between knowledge and 
ignorance. You can't really act on something you don't know about, now can you? 
Freud divided human consciousness into three levels of awareness: the conscious, 

preconscious, and unconscious. The conscious consists of what someone is aware of at any particular 
point in time. It includes what you are thinking about right now, whether it is in the front of your mind 
or the back. The preconscious contains information that is just below the surface of awareness. It can be 
retrieved with relative ease and usually can be thought of as memory or recollection. The unconscious 
contains thoughts, memories, and desires that are buried deep in ourselves, well below 
our conscious awareness. Even though we are not aware of their existence, they exert 
great influence on our behavior. 

You've likely heard the expression "ignorance is bliss". While being ignorant to a 
problem may prevent you from unnecessary worry, it does nothing to help "solve the 
case". The Pink Panther's misfit star, Inspector Clouseau, is a humorous example 
of a complete lack of awareness. It's hard to top Peter Sellars in that role, but I 
think Steve Martin was a fantastic choice for the revived movies. Good stuff.
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All across these United States, and possibly around the world too, October 
is designated as the month where the sporting world recognizes breast cancer 
awareness. From small Georgia high schools like ours, all the way up to the 
defending Super Bowl champs, the color pink accents or replaces traditional 
team colors for at least 1 game. Heck, even the refs are throwing pink penalty 
flags instead of yellow ones!

In a lot of ways, high school football is the most appropriate sport to 
proudly wave this pink flag. Both are hard fought battles that require 
dedication, determination, execution, family and a good dose of God’s 
gracious luck. Many times it doesn’t matter how bad you want it, how hard 
you fight, how diligently you prepare, how much heart you put into it, or 
even how often you pray, the battle is still lost. I think last Friday’s game 
echoed and maybe put an exclamation point on that fact. We scratched and clawed and grinded and grit 
our teeth through one of the hardest fought, all out effort games I’ve seen this Golden Lions team put 
forth, but in the end it was a handful of crushing setbacks that decided the outcome. 10 well executed 
steps forward, 1 giant airborne leap back. (I’m assuming if you’re reading this publication that you were 
either at the game or are already aware of the result...if not, I apologize for the lack of a spoiler alert.)

I have to imagine this massive pendulum swing is how a cancer patient feels when they do everything 
they possibly can, only to find they’ve gained no ground. The good news in both cases is that if you’re 
gifted another day, then you still have an opportunity to heal, to improve, to truly get better, and maybe 
ultimately win the war. God bless those who are still in the midst of this battle, and a great big “Yay Team!” 
to those who’ve been fortunate enough to win. As football coaches and players go back to the film to see 
what went wrong, so should all you ladies with annual screenings. 

Soooo....let’s go back to the film and see what went well last Friday and what still needs work!

As usual, let’s start with a quick check of our Fox-5 weather. Tonight would be the first night of true 
football weather this season. Clear skies, a bright almost full moon and no humidity with 70s at kick-off 
and 60s in the 4th quarter. Perfect! The crowd tonight was on the sparse side due to the start of fall break 
at 3p that day, at least that’s the only excuse I can find. The Oconee faithful came out in decent numbers 
decked out in blue, ready to cheer on their 5-1 Warriors. They had good reason to be hopeful this year.    
As I walked the field during warmups it was apparent that the Warriors had a good advantage in size. Still, 
I’ve seen it many times before, size does not necessarily dictate the talent of a team. However, in this case, 
we already knew they had some solid senior talent, so this would be a tough matchup on paper, as well as 
on the artificial turf of George B. Maloof field.

I sit in a corner while traveling around the world.
What am I??



Tonight’s Golden Lion captains, #82 senior 
Tommy Serrano, #46 junior Walker Stevens, 
#78 junior Camden Wooden and #70 senior 
Joseph Miller (this weeks' Z interviewee), made 
their way to the field, a little behind schedule 
from what I could tell. Honorary captains Gina 
Joiner, Sheila Lantier, Melissa Waugh and Kim 
Woods joined them at the 50-yard line for the 
coin toss. The team followed soon after with 
seniors (and best buds) #69 Marc Weick and #12 
Nick Joiner at the forefront carrying the flags. 
I was very happy to see our pink-out uniforms had been updated 
this season as the old ones probably dated back to 1958! We looked 
good, that’s for sure. The coin toss gave us the ball first, which I 
prefer against a high powered offense. Keep ’em on the sideline as 
much as possible early on to avoid them getting into rhythm.

The special teams units got set and we were underway!                     
#2 sophomore Cam Cainion took the kick short of the goal line 
near the 5 and brought it across the 20 to the 26 for acceptable 
starting field position. As the game unfolded, special teams would 
turn out to play a major role in the decision, for better or for worse.

Joiner brought out the Lions offense with the usual suspects up on the line; Weick, Wooden, #55 junior 
Charlie Long and #65 junior Joey Sanfilippo, plus one notable return with Joseph Miller back in action. 
Behind Joiner were #41 freshman Shug Bentley, #33 junior Mason Benefield (worn tonight for senior Tiger 
Turner) and #14 sophomore Cam Wingo (worn tonight for senior Jonathon Gagnon) with juniors #4 Jack 
Parker and #10 RJ Brewster split out wide. A familiar formation for the first offensive play of a game that, as 
I recall, has been a run every single time. But tonight would be different. Joiner faked the quick pitch to the 
right to Benefield, spun back around to his left and hit Bentley on a 10-yard wheel route. He made a few nice 
moves then ran over one defender for a 16-yard gain on play #1. That likely caught the Warriors off guard, 
as well as everyone in the stands. Juniors #3 Sam Downer and #5 Carter Williams checked in at WR with 
the same formation as the last play. Joiner optioned right, but middle linebacker #33 junior Justin Coleman 

was on him immediately, much like we saw in the Marist game. 
No gain and one big hit. Schultz came in on 2nd down where 
the pitch went to Wingo around the right. He got the edge for 
7-yards and a manageable 3rd down. We brought out #85 junior 
Casey Ver Meulen for our short yardage power package and the 
Warriors answered with 5 up on line and their linebackers ready 
to attack. The hand-off went to Bentley, but came up 1-yard short. 
4th and 1 from their 49...what to do? Apparently, the answer is 
to RUN IT AGAIN! This time Bentley picked up the first down 
behind a massive surge by the ‘Hawgs’ for a new set of downs.



With some early momentum, we called another 1st down pass 
play from the 46. Joseph Miller (your offensive player of the game)
made a nice block that allowed Joiner to step up in the pocket, 
but the coverage was good, so he pulled it down and took off.                                         
He eluded a few defenders then dove forward for a 9-yard pick 
up. The bucksweep to Benefield didn’t find much room, but it did 
get the one yard we needed. We went back to the body blows up 
the middle with Bentley and #31 junior Jack Graham to move the 
sticks again. Long, Wooden 
and Sanfilippo were getting 
a great push right up the 

gut and Weick and Miller we’re handling the edges. We went 
back to the option, where Cainion took the pitch just as Joiner 
took another huge hit, this time from #7 senior West Weeks. Cam 
Cainion (your 2-way player of the game) ran it down inside the 
10, but a downfield block in the back penalty negated most of the 
gain. 3 plays and 1 timeout later we were staring at 3rd and 1 from 

the 15-yard line. We had been in 
FG range for quite some time, but 
this was a drive that required a TD. 
Joiner took the snap and followed Wooden for 3-yards and another first 
down, then 2 plays later we got the lightning strike we needed. Benefield 
took the bucksweep hand-off around the right end and simply outran 2 
defenders to the goal. Touchdown Lions! Weick snapped it to Joiner for the 
hold and #7 junior Ryan Kirschner provided the PAT for a 7-0 lead.

The best thing about that drive, aside from the score, is that it ate up nearly 10-minutes of clock.                
A great way to keep the opposing teams offense off the field. If we could keep that kind of offensive rhythm 
going, then we’d be in control of the clock. Kirschner drove the ensuing kick deep to Weeks just short of 
the goal. The other 4 deep men formed a wall and Weeks simply followed them all the way out to the 45 
where #28 junior Paul Quigley made the tackle. Great Warrior field position and almost a 1-play equalizer.

Our defense was riding high coming in off of a great performance last week. On the line we had Ver 
Meulen, #54 senior John McKimmy, #38 sophomore AJ Crawford and #71 sophomore Jacob Hull. Would 
the front 4 be able to get enough pressure on #14 senior 4-star 
recruit Max Johnson to disrupt his rhythm? At linebacker were 
Wingo, Stevens and Quigley, and in the secondary were Cainion, 
#21 senior Jadon Rogers, #29 sophomore Austin Taylor and #16 
sophomore Cameron DeBose. They started with a quick hand-off 
to #34 senior Jimmy Boswell that was shutdown by Wingo at the 
sideline after a 7-yard gain. Johnson dropped back on 2nd and 3, 
but had no time as McKimmy crashed through the line and was 
on him before he could set his feet. He got rid of the ball, but there 
were no receivers in the area. The pink flag came out signifying an 



intentional grounding penalty and a sack for McKimmy. That made it 3rd and 19 and surely an upcoming 
pass. #22 freshman Jack Tchienchou came in as the nickel back, and as expected, Johnson took the shotgun 
snap looking to throw. We rushed Ver Meulen and Schultz from the edges and Crawford up the middle 
and collapsed the pocket. Johnson pump faked then took off 
running, but couldn’t escape Schultz. The 4th down punt hit 
inside our 40 and took a Lions bounce to the 42.

Joiner tucked it on 1st down, following Bentley, Wingo 
and Benefield over left guard after Long, Crawford and 
Miller had cleared a seam to get us across the 50. Bentley 
secured the first down on the next play and Wingo grabbed 
another 5 on the 1st down jet sweep. The offense looked to 
be on the move again as the quarter came to an end.

Aside from a bad Lion penalty and a good Warrior kick return, that was pretty much a perfect quarter, 
maybe the best of the season. We didn’t break off any explosive plays, but we controlled the clock, dictated 
the tempo and held the lead. We knew this was going to be a 4 quarter battle, so there was no time for 
patting each other on the back. The pendulum could always swing hard the other way at any time.

The 2nd quarter started with a 2nd and 6 and back-to-back runs by Cainion that were quickly shutdown 
bringing up a 4th and 9. Too long and too early to risk going for it, so the punt team came out. The snap 
from Hull to #9 senior Eli Marshbank was on target, but the outside rush was uncontested and the kick 
never had a chance. Not only was it a clean block, but they also had numbers and a clear path to the end 
zone. The PAT was good and we were all knotted up at 7 just like that.

Cainion brought the ensuing kick out, again to the 26, but a holding penalty pushed us back another 
10-yards. We only had 3 penalties on the night for a total of 35-yards, but they all came at inopportune 
times. Our offense regained it's early rhythm behind a great up front push by the line. Bentley for 2, Joiner 
for 9, Benefield for 4, Bentley for 9, Joiner for 9, until we were finally looking at a 4th and 7 from the 
Oconee 36-yard line. We were right on the edge of Marshbank's range and decided going for it was the 

higher percentage option. Joiner took the hand-off from Long 
and rolled right with 3 receivers releasing downfield. Bentley 
provided the key block and Joiner cut it loose in the direction of 
Cainion for an 8-yard completion and a 1st down. It had been 
another great drive, but we still needed to convert it into points. 
We could only manage 3 more yards on 3 runs, but we were 
now within field goal range. From the 42, Marshbank launched 
a beauty of a kick that split the uprights and likely had enough 
distance from 50. We celebrated the points, but a late flag had 
been thrown from the other side signifying a chop block penalty. 

I am very easy to get into, but it is hard to get out of me. 
What am I??

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sChui1FlUbU


Not only did it negate the points, but were now outside of field goal range. 
That one hurt. No time to get caught up in the coulda-shoulda-woulda's, 
Marshbank was back out on the field, this time to punt it away. Hull's snap 
was on target and Eli Marshbank (your special teams player of the game) 
dropped a perfect punt down inside the Oconee 5.

The defense had barely seen the field tonight, so they were well rested 
and ready to go. In fact, the Warriors had only held the ball a little over 
1-minute to this point in the game. We had dominated time of possession, 
but it was still a tie game. I guess time of possession isn't as big of a stat as 
I thought. From the 4-yard line, Weeks took the hand-off around the left 

end with some blockers out 
front for a quick gain of 10, 
but we stiffened after that and shut them down. Two Johnson 
keepers and a stuffed Boswell run brought up 4th down and 
a Warrior punt. Another great series by our defense with a 
little over a minute to go. 

The punt came to rest at our 48 and we needed about 
20 yards to give Marshbank another crack at a field goal.          
We had used 2 of our timeouts early in the first quarter,                                            

so it wouldn't be easy sledding. Joiner ran it around right end on 1st down and cut it back inside for a 
short 3-yard gain, then threw a 2nd down pass to Downer that was a little off the mark and fell incomplete. 
Bentley came up a half yard short on 3rd down and Joiner was sacked on 4th down to end the half. 
Another missed opportunity, but overall a good half for our boys. 

With the exception of 2 HUGE plays that swung in the Warriors favor, we had been in full control of 
the first half. The time of possession was STAGGERINGLY unbalanced at 20:33 to 3:27 and the offensive 
yardage wasn't even close at 146 to 11. Still, we went into the locker room tied at 7. 

The Warriors would start the 3rd quarter with the ball. They had no doubt made some adjustments 
on offense and were ready to erase the first half. Weeks got another favorable kick return for a 1st and 
10 from the 31. Stevens and McKimmy converged on Boswell for a gain of only 2 on 1st down, and on 
2nd down Johnson basically whiffed on a pass attempt that popped right of his hand. It was 3rd and long 
and a great chance to get their offense off the field...but fate saw things differently. This time Johnson's 
pass came out sharp and found his brother #9 sophomore Jake Johnson in a tight window between 
Tchienchou and Taylor for a 22-yard pick up. Rats! Another tipping point that slipped through our 
fingers. 3 plays later we paid the price, as Johnson hit #6 junior Liam Lewis on a beautiful 31-yard pass 
for the touchdown. Double Rats!! The PAT was good and the Warriors had the lead at 14-7.

"Tick, tock, tick, tock...
Life’s pendulum swings like a grandfather clock."

– X



If nothing else, this game illustrated just how fast things can change. They could surely swing just as 
quickly back the other way, but we'd have to earn it. So far this season, everything we've gotten, we've had 
to earn...sometimes twice! We weren't getting the big explosive plays on offense and we weren't creating 
turnovers on defense. That's a lot to ask of a young team, but it's the situation we were in.

Taylor brought the kick out to the 26 for our next possession. We got a hard earned 1st down by the 
nose of the ball on hard runs by Joiner, Bentley and Benefield. We finally found some open space on 
the next play as Joiner cut it upfield off left guard behind Wooden, Miller, Ver Meulen and Benefield for 
13-yards, just shy of midfield. We punched it across the 50, but that's as far as we would get. On 4th and 
6 we went with a fake punt that probably wasn't much of a surprise. The snap went to Joiner and Bentley 
released in the flat. He was open, but the rusher came right at Joiner and 
deflected the pass. A missed opportunity that almost worked. 

We needed the defense to bail us out and give us another chance to 
tie this one up. Aside from a few well executed Oconee pass plays, the 
defense had been solid all night. #44 sophomore Antonio Walker got his 
chance as he wrapped up Boswell on 1st down, but another Johnson-
to-Johnson completion ultimately moved the sticks. Johnson dropped 
back again looking for Weeks on a 15-yard seam route, but Austin 
Taylor (your defensive player of the game) timed his attack perfectly 
and dislodged the ball. From there we stuffed Boswell on 2nd down and 
forced a quick, but errant throw by Johnson on 3rd down. Another great 
stop by this young and hungry Lions defense. The punt found its way 
into the end zone for a touchback and a 1st and 10 from the 20.

The next drive started well with 2 consecutive first down pick ups 
on runs by Wingo, Bentley and Benefield to get us out near midfield. 
We were only down 1 score and still had plenty of time to work with.                
As the quarter came to an end, we flipped the field staring at a 3rd and 
11. Joiner rolled right, side stepped the rush and floated an arching 
pass in the direction of Ver Meulen as he was coming out of his break.                
The defender had time to react and elevated as the ball approached to 
knock the pass away. A good attempt that had a chance, but it still meant 
4th and long. Marshbank's punt hit the turf near the 25 and took a Pius 
bounce down to the 17 with just under 12-minutes remaining.

That was about the time that their O-line starting creating some 
lanes and Boswell found his stride. It's hard to keep a player like that 

shutdown, though up until now we had done a dang good job. They navigated their way across their 
half of the field, all on the ground, then went to the air just short of the 50. Johnson found #3 senior 
Ben Noland on the sideline where he made a really nice toe tap catch for a gain of 14. Hard to defend 
that. They kept the drive going on the ground, then from the 19, Johnson completed a frozen rope to his 
brother Jake at the 5 with Joiner drapped all over him. Hard to defend that too. 2-plays later Johnson 
punched it in for the TD and a 21-7 lead midway through the final quarter. 



We had 7+ minutes to secure a score and then go for an onsides kick...but first things first.                                   
Taylor brought the kick out to the 21 where he was met by a wall of Warriors. We didn't have time for a 
long, stoic drive, we needed to move the ball fast. Joiner found Cainion on a crossing route on 1st down 
then Cainion did the rest from there for a pick up of 23 and a good start. 2 plays later Joiner hooked up 
with Brewster for another quick strike, this time for 21-yards. We stayed with the pass, this time to Parker 
on a curl route for 8 more. Were these the same Golden Lions that had a 10-minute, 74-yard opening drive?       
We failed to move it very far on 1st, 2nd and 3rd down and now had a 4th and 1 from the 26. Bentley 
took the hand off and secured the 1st down, then Joiner quickly spiked the ball to conserve some clock.                 
We chose this play as the moment of truth and went for a shot at the end zone. Joiner rolled left, squared 
up and threw it in the direction of Rogers near the front left pylon, but Lewis had a great line on the pass 
coming in from the side and swooped in for the interception. All that remained was for the Warriors to kill 
the remaining 1:17 on the clock. As expected, this on was hard fought and came down to the 4th quarter, 
but we came up a few big plays short and they made the most of their chances.

FINAL SCORE:  Golden Lions 7 – Warriors 21

Well, that one kinda hurt, didn't it? Heck, it's been a rough week for Golden Lions, Braves, Falcons, 
Bulldogs and Yellow Jackets fans. Jeez!! We played so well for most of the game, but in the end it was a 
handful of big plays and missed opportunities that locked this one up for the Warriors. They're a really 
good team with some serious talent, so let's be mindful of the big picture and stay "aware" of the current 
situation. We still have plenty to play for, as a region title still isn't out of the question. We'd need some 
help, but we can't worry about what's out of our control, only what lays ahead for us. We need at least 2 
wins to secure a playoff spot, but 3 is the obvious goal. One game at a time, one step at a time.

While my hope as X is for everyone affiliated with St. Pius to read this publication and look forward to 
each eddition as we prepare for each football game, I fully understand that the primary target audience is 
the parents of the players. It is meant to build enthusiasm and "awareness" of our fine young boys and the 
Golden Lions football program. I know some of the kids read it, but I've also spoken to a few that simply 
do a quick search for their name and number. Understandable I suppose, especially in this short attention 
span world we now live in, but that's like reading the Cliff Notes for Tom Sawyer  . Not only do you miss 
the journey, but you also miss the messages. I'm not comparing my writing to Twain, but you get the point. 
Having said all that, this next section is for the boys only. All adults please leave the room. Thank you.

........pause.......

I am tall when young and short when I am old.
What am I??

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=auLBLk4ibAk


Golden Lions, always remember the primary reasons you play this game. Sure, winning is great, but 
that's not what I'm talking about. I'm talking about the love of the game and the desire to compete. They call 
it a game for a reason. I never played in high school, but I definitely remember my youth football days at 
Murphey Candler (I was on the Lions my first year if that counts for anything). I hated practice, but LOVED 
the games. I loved to hear my name over the loudspeakers and wanted to come home as dirty as possible.      
I never scored a touchdown, but I did have a few interceptions...sorry, got side-tracked on memory lane.

Competition is an inherent trait in the male gene pool (ironically provided by the X chromosome) and 
is something that requires an arena. This sport, at this time, in this place is your arena. Play each game with 
pride, not in fear. Play each snap like it's your last, and play for the love of the game and for the bond of your 
brotherhood. Parents, teachers and coaches all try to put you in the best position to succeed, but it's still 
ultimately in your hands. There is no Golden Lion program without YOU. When we say that we support the 
program, we're in essence saying that we support you and all of the other students who are part of the program. 

All year long, we’ve been watching you boys grow together. You’ve experienced some growing pains and a 
few key injuries along the way, but the pendulum still keeps coming back on the upswing. I’ve been patiently 
waiting to see 2 or 3 of you young stars step to the forefront and take a game by the throat. Yes, it’s a team 
sport, and yes, our team balance has been improving, but what we need right now are some shining stars to 
help light the way with some game changing lightning strikes. If you’re asking yourself, “is he talking about 
me?”, then the answer is YES! Always strive to get better and always compete like a Lion. We're with you.

........adults, you may come back in the room now.

This week will be another tough test, this time on the road. The North Oconee Titans are no longer 
the “welcome mat” of the region, they’re now perched at the top with a 7-0 record and a top 10 ranking. 
Coaching and philosophy have been the biggest reasons for their recent rise. Don’t get me wrong, they 
have some talented players, but a winning attitude makes talent that much more dangerous. So far the 
only common opponent we’ve both faced is Loganville, which the Titans beat 23-14. They crushed Walnut 
Grove, but at a quick glance that’s not really saying much. They up-ended Madison County last week 33-14 
with the help of a nice punt return for a TD by #3 senior Max Tumblin (5’10, 160) and four touchdowns by 
#4 senior Adam Weynard (6’2, 210).

At quarterback is first year starter #4 junior Bubba Chandler (6’3, 185). He’s been impressive so far with 
his arm and his legs. He won’t hesitate to pull it down and run if coverage is good. The best overall player on 
the team is RB/LB Weynard. He plays both ways and is on the field 90% of the time. He’s a bigger version 
of what we just saw in Boswell. They run a very similar offense as the Warriors, so at least our defensive 
philosophy should be about the same. The main difference is Johnson wasn’t as much of a threat with his feet.

Defensively against Madison, who incidentally runs the same offense as us, they primarily ran a 5-2 
front...again, much the same as what we just saw last week. We had some success inside against that look, 
not so much outside. I think overall, both teams match up pretty evenly, so it could come down to the 
intangibles like extra effort, key blocks, penalties, turnovers and clock management.

While there’s been plenty of good and bad news spread across the season, I’ve got one more for you to 
consider. The good news is, we’ve yet to lose 2 games in a row. The bad new is, we’ve also yet to win 2 in a 
row. Let’s hit the switch and flip the script starting this week and finish the season strong with a 3-0 run. 
Sound good to you?! Yep, I thought so. Sounds good to me too.



For additional pictures from the Loganville game hit this link: [Link 1] 

https://www.liddellphotos.com/SPORTS/Football/SPX-Football-2019/8-Oconee-County-7-21/Oconee-County-SPX-Fan-View/


This week Z caught up with Golden Lions OT #70 Joe Miller

Z: It was great to see you out there on the field last Friday night vs. Oconee 
County. How did it feel to be back out there with your teammates in the trenches? 

JM: It definitely felt awesome to be out there on the field with my teammates, 
especially my fellow linemen. Overall we had a pretty good night and it felt 
great to be back out there.

Z: What are you expecting to see from North Oconee this week?

JM: We’re expecting to see their best game because like us, they’re trying to get a region championship.  
We’re expecting their best game and we need to put a whole game together. That means we have to reduce 
the mental errors and the mistakes that end drives for us. If we can avoid that we’ll increase our chances 
of winning the game.

Z: How is the team feeling after last week’s game?  

JM: We were all very disappointed but we’re keeping our heads up because we still have an outside 
chance at being #1 in the region, if not, at least #2 for the playoffs. We’re working hard at practice to clean 
up some of the mistakes and get ready for this week’s game.

Z: Any other sports that you play besides football at St. Pius? 

JM: I played Lacrosse during my Freshman and Sophomore years and I enjoyed it, but I likely won’t play 
next spring. I do plan to play CMLA basketball after the football season ends.

Z: What are some of the things you’ll miss most about the football program when you leave St. Pius?

JM: I’m going to miss the people the most and in particular the underclassman. The only time I get to see 
the younger guys is during practice and I look forward to that. This might sound odd, but I am going to 
miss coming in early because that helps me to get my day started. I’ll also miss playing on Friday nights.  
Nothing is more satisfying than getting a good win with my teammates then heading to Waffle House after 
the game and hanging out having fun.

Z: Have you had a favorite class or teacher in your time at St. Pius X?

JM: Mr. Hicks for Religion class has been a lot of fun this year. He is a really laid back teacher and 
he keeps the class engaged and interested. We’ll have debates during class and then we will do review 
games like kicking field goals, playing corn hole and going over to the putting green. We all go as a class.             
The games start by answering questions during class and that determines the number of tries we get 
during the games. He makes it fun for the students.

X PLUS Z



I eat, I live. I breathe, I live. I drink, I die.
What am I??

Z: What kind of music is on your playlist?

JM: It varies quite a bit right now, but I’m into rock music like the older stuff. My dad likes to listen to rock 
music, so I guess you could kinda say that it has rubbed off on me.  

Z: Where did you go to school before St. Pius?

JM: I went to OLA in 7th - 8th grade.  

Z: Did you play any other sports growing up besides football?

JM:  I lived overseas so I was exposed to all kinds of different sports like cricket and benchball, which 
is a game where the object is to get all your teammates on the bench by throwing a ball to them like 
dodgeball.  I was born in FL, then in 4th grade we moved to Kuwait and it was a very interesting 
culture. There were a lot of affluent people. After Kuwait, we moved to Singapore where I did 5th and 
6th grade. I learned to speak French, Arabic and Mandarin. Don’t ask me to speak any of those now,        
I don’t remember much (laughs).

Z: What do you like to do with your free time?

JM: I like to spend time with my brother Chris (former TE/DE for the SPX Golden Lion class of 2019 
and now a member of the Georgia Tech Yellow Jackets) and I also work for Southern Peach Inflatables.  
I also like to play video games.

Z: What colleges are in the mix for you at this point? Any aspirations to play football in college?  

JM: I want to be a pilot, so the schools I’m interested in are; Middle Tennessee, Middle Georgia and 
Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University. My dad was in the Air Force, so I spent a lot of time around 
airplanes.  I’m not sure yet on football after high school, but some schools that I have spoken to are; 
Centre College, Berry College and Army.

Z: Thanks, Joe for your time. We’re all looking forward to cheering on the Golden Lions Friday night vs. 
North Oconee in our second region game. Anything you’d like to share with the fans?

JM: Come out and support us and be loud. It is going to be a great game!



Scout Team players of the week for the Oconee game are:
Dennis O'Shea • Luke Jacobellis • Aidan Schultz • Zani Patisan

Answers to riddles:  1) Stamp  2) Trouble  3) Candle  4) Fire

We put our stamp on the region with 11 wins in a row,
The trouble with that is you get the best from your foe,

While that long-lasting candle finally burned out last week,
We’ll just start a new fire and a new winning streak.

Region opponent #2 is the North Oconee Titans. Let's go get a WIN!

WE’LL SEE YOU THERE!



Individual Statistics (Final)
The Automated ScoreBook

Oconee County vs St.Pius ( at)

Oconee County St.Pius

Rushing No. Gain Loss Net TD Lg Avg
Jimmy Boswell 17 119 0 119 0 45 7.0
West Weeks 3 19 0 19 0 10 6.3
Max Johnson 6 11 11 0 1 4 0.0
TEAM 1 0 1 -1 0 0 -1.0
Totals 27 149 12 137 1 45 5.1

Rushing No. Gain Loss Net TD Lg Avg
Nick Joiner 16 64 3 61 0 13 3.8
Shug Bentley 14 46 0 46 0 6 3.3
Mason Benefield 11 37 0 37 1 9 3.4
Cam Wingo 3 18 0 18 0 7 6.0
Cameron Cainion 6 17 4 13 0 14 2.2
Jack Graham 2 7 0 7 0 4 3.5
Totals 52 189 7 182 1 14 3.5

Passing C-A-I Yds TD Long Sack
Max Johnson 5-9-0 90 1 31 1
Totals 5-9-0 90 1 31 1

Passing C-A-I Yds TD Long Sack
Nick Joiner 5-11-1 77 0 23 1
TM 0-1-0 0 0 0 0
Totals 5-12-1 77 0 23 1

Receiving No. Yards TD Long
Jake Johnson 3 45 0 22
Liam Lewis 1 31 1 31
Ben Noland 1 14 0 14
Totals 5 90 1 31

Receiving No. Yards TD Long
Cameron Cainion 2 31 0 23
RJ Bruster 1 21 0 21
Shug Bentley 1 16 0 16
Jack Parker 1 9 0 9
Totals 5 77 0 23

Punting No. Yds Avg Long In20 TB
Justin Coleman 3 91 30.3 37 0 1
Totals 3 91 30.3 37 0 1

Punting No. Yds Avg Long In20 TB
Eli Marshbank 2 69 34.5 36 2 0
TM 1 0 0.0 0 0 0
Totals 3 69 23.0 36 2 0

Punt Kickoff Intercept
Returns No Yds Lg No Yds Lg No Yds Lg
West Weeks 1 19 0 2 76 45 0 0 0
Liam Lewis 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 20 20
Max Brown 0 35 35 0 0 0 0 0 0
Totals 1 54 35 2 76 45 1 20 20

Punt Kickoff Intercept
Returns No Yds Lg No Yds Lg No Yds Lg
Austin Taylor 0 0 0 2 31 21 0 0 0
Cameron Cainion 0 0 0 2 46 26 0 0 0
Totals 0 0 0 4 77 26 0 0 0

Field goals Qtr Time Dist Result Field goals Qtr Time Dist Result

Kickoffs No. Yards Avg TB OB
Gabe Vaaldeez 4 217 54.2 0 0

Kickoffs No. Yards Avg TB OB
Eli Marshbank 1 60 60.0 0 0
Ryan Kirschner 1 59 59.0 0 0

All-purpose Run Rcv KR PR IR Total
Jimmy Boswell 119 0 0 0 0 119
West Weeks 19 0 76 19 0 114
Liam Lewis 0 31 0 0 20 51
Jake Johnson 0 45 0 0 0 45

All-purpose Run Rcv KR PR IR Total
Cameron Cainion 13 31 46 0 0 90
Shug Bentley 46 16 0 0 0 62
Nick Joiner 61 0 0 0 0 61
Mason Benefield 37 0 0 0 0 37

FUMBLES: Oconee County-None. St.Pius-None.



Defensive Statistics (Final)
The Automated ScoreBook

Oconee County vs St.Pius ( at)

# Oconee County Solo Ast Total Sacks-Yds TFL-Yds FF FR-Yds Int-Yds BrUp Blks QBH
7 West Weeks 9 1 9.5 - - - - - - 1 -
50 Camden Lewis 8 0 8.0 - - - - - - - -
42 Max Brown 7 0 7.0 1.0-2 1.0-1 - - - - - -
64 Carsen 5 0 5.0 - - - - - - - -
32 Harrison 5 0 5.0 - 1.0-3 - - - - - -
8 Elijah Hamm 4 0 4.0 - 1.0-1 - - - - - -
33 Justin Coleman 4 0 4.0 - - - - - - - -
59 Nick Saunders 4 0 4.0 - - - - - - - -
22 Darius Johnson 4 0 4.0 - - - - - 1 - -
28 Da'Shawn Elder 3 0 3.0 - - - - - 1 - -
6 Liam Lewis 3 0 3.0 - - - - 1-20 - - -
54 Tre Rittenberry 1 0 1.0 - - - - - - - -
17 Jack Hayes 1 0 1.0 - - - - - - - -
3 Ben Noland 0 0 0.0 - - - - - 1 - -

Totals 58 1 58.5 1.0-2 3.0-5 0 0-0 1-20 3 1 0

# St.Pius Solo Ast Total Sacks-Yds TFL-Yds FF FR-Yds Int-Yds BrUp Blks QBH
46 Walker Stevens 6 0 6.0 - - - - - - - -
29 Austin Taylor 6 0 6.0 - - - - - 1 - -
14 Cam Wingo 4 0 4.0 - - - - - - - -
85 Casey 3 0 3.0 - - - - - - - -
38 AJ Crawford 2 0 2.0 - - - - - - - -
28 Paul Quigley 2 0 2.0 - - - - - - - -
80 Lawson Schultz 1 0 1.0 - - - - - - - -
44 Antonio Walker 1 0 1.0 - - - - - - - -
21 Jadon Rogers 1 0 1.0 - - - - - - - -
40 Rain Mason 1 0 1.0 - - - - - - - -
54 John McKimmy 1 0 1.0 1.0-11 - - - - - - -
22 Jack 1 0 1.0 - - - - - - - -
2 Cameron Cainion 0 0 0.0 - - - - - 1 - -

Totals 29 0 29.0 1.0-11 0.0-0 0 0-0 0-0 2 0 0

Quickie Statistics (Final)
Oconee County vs St.Pius ( at)

OCONEE SPX
Score 21 7
FIRST DOWNS 11 19
RUSHES-YARDS (NET) 27-137 52-182
PASSING YDS (NET) 90 77
Passes Att-Comp-Int 9-5-0 12-5-1
TOTAL OFFENSE PLAYS-YARDS 36-227 64-259
Fumble Returns-Yards 0-0 0-0
Punt Returns-Yards 1-54 0-0
Kickoff Returns-Yards 2-76 4-77
Interception Returns-Yards 1-20 0-0
Punts (Number-Avg) 3-30.3 3-23.0
Fumbles-Lost 0-0 0-0
Penalties-Yards 2-20 3-35
Possession Time 15:59 31:53
Third-Down Conversions 5 of 8 4 of 12
Fourth-Down Conversions 0 of 0 3 of 5
Red-Zone Scores-Chances 1-1 1-1

Oconee County St.Pius
Rushing No. Gain Loss Net TD Lg Avg
Jimmy Boswell 17 119 0 119 0 45 7.0
West Weeks 3 19 0 19 0 10 6.3
Max Johnson 6 11 11 0 1 4 0.0
TEAM 1 0 1 -1 0 0 -1.0

Rushing No. Gain Loss Net TD Lg Avg
Nick Joiner 16 64 3 61 0 13 3.8
Shug Bentley 14 46 0 46 0 6 3.3
Mason Benefield 11 37 0 37 1 9 3.4
Cam Wingo 3 18 0 18 0 7 6.0

Passing C-A-I Yds TD Long Sack
Max Johnson 5-9-0 90 1 31 1

Passing C-A-I Yds TD Long Sack
Nick Joiner 5-11-1 77 0 23 1
TM 0-1-0 0 0 0 0

Receiving No. Yards TD Long
Jake Johnson 3 45 0 22
Liam Lewis 1 31 1 31
Ben Noland 1 14 0 14

Receiving No. Yards TD Long
Cameron Cainion 2 31 0 23
RJ Bruster 1 21 0 21
Shug Bentley 1 16 0 16
Jack Parker 1 9 0 9

Punting No. Yds Avg Long In20 TB
Justin Coleman 3 91 30.3 37 0 1

Punting No. Yds Avg Long In20 TB
Eli Marshbank 2 69 34.5 36 2 0
TM 1 0 0.0 0 0 0

Punt Returns No. Yards TD Long
West Weeks 1 19 0 0
Max Brown 0 35 1 35

Punt Returns No. Yards TD Long

Kick Returns No. Yards TD Long
West Weeks 2 76 0 45

Kick Returns No. Yards TD Long
Austin Taylor 2 31 0 21
Cameron Cainion 2 46 0 26

Tackles UA-A Total Sacks TFL
West Weeks 9-1 9.5 0.0 0.0
Camden Lewis 8-0 8.0 0.0 0.0
Max Brown 7-0 7.0 1.0 1.0
Carsen 5-0 5.0 0.0 0.0

Tackles UA-A Total Sacks TFL
Austin Taylor 6-0 6.0 0.0 0.0
Walker Stevens 6-0 6.0 0.0 0.0
Cam Wingo 4-0 4.0 0.0 0.0
Casey 3-0 3.0 0.0 0.0

Qtr Time Scoring Play V-H
1st 02:40 SPX - Mason Benefield 9 yd run (Ryan Kirschner kick), 16-74 9:20 0 - 7
2nd 10:16 OCONEE - Max Brown 35 yd blocked punt return (Ben Johnson kick) 7 - 7
3rd 10:27 OCONEE - Liam Lewis 31 yd pass from Max Johnson (Ben Johnson kick), 6-69 1:33 14 - 7
4th 04:17 OCONEE - Max Johnson 1 yd run (Ben Johnson kick), 14-83 7:22 21 - 7


