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At George B. Maloof Stadium

 "You shall have just balances, just weights, a just ephah, and a just hin: 
I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt."

– Leviticus 19:36

Region Play Begins



To our valued sponsors we say THANK YOU!
*Click the logos for a quick link to each website

(Editor’s note: Throughout the season you’ll find various links scattered in each X-Factor. Look for 
blue underlined hyperlinks (like this) for links to websites, articles or youtube videos. Any time you see                              
a  button, click to enjoy a musical interlude. Don’t take anything too seriously, it’s all in the name of fun!)

alance is a wonderful thing. Balance of nature, balance of power, balance of emotions, 
balance of life. You can balance a checkbook, balance weights on a scale, balance a ball 
on your knee, or balance on a beam. Without balance, we’d all be stumbling across God’s 
green earth looking like Capt. Jack Sparrow in search of his next bottle of rum. Balance 
can be used as a noun, a verb, or as an idiom, like "the game was hanging in the balance." 

Balance is one of those words that has so many different uses, still they all have a "central" meaning. 

balance noun, verb
bal·ance|\ˈba-lən(t)s\

1. bodily equilibrium.

2. mental or emotional stability. 

3. an apparatus for weighing, especially one with a central pivot, beam, and a pair of scales.

4. the imaginary scales of fortune or fate.

5.afigurerepresentingthedifferencebetweencreditsanddebitsinanaccount.
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The better we can all balance give and take, highs and lows, wants and needs, pleasure and pain,              
and love and hate, the better our chances of living a grounded, well-balanced life. Sometimes the back and 
forth pendulum swings can make you a little crazy, but honestly, without these life forces that act against 
each other, I think we’d all be in straight jackets. It’s a constant reminder that for every action, there is an 
equal and opposite reaction. Thank you Mr. Newton for defining and clarifying that fact back in 1686. 

From a football perspective, balance typically refers to good team balance (offense, defense and special 
teams), or a balanced offense attack of run and pass. I believe we've been making great strides towards 
team balance, but it'll be a cold day in Hades living room before you hear anyone refer to our offense 
as a great balance of run and pass. Even so, I do think our running game is exceptionally balanced for 
a number of reasons. First, we've got in the neighborhood of a dozen skill players who can run the ball 
effectively. Aside from the quarterback, we've got 5 fullbacks and at least 6 wingbacks who have gotten a 
chance to carry the ball this season. If one needs a breather, no problem, just plug and play with another. 
That's a HUGE advantage late in the second half, especially with the type of conditions we've been facing.                                                                           
Who knows, maybe there's a wide receiver sweep lurking in the playbook too. Second, we can run it left, right, 
or straight ahead on any play out of any formation with the ability to change the play at the line of scrimmage.
That kind of attack can keep a defense off balance and playing on their heels instead of their toes. This in 
turn creates throwing opportunities, and though we may not have done a very good job of converting those 
opportunities into explosive plays or points so far, we have to keep trying. 

So, here we are beginning to tip the scale towards the back half of the season with a balanced record 
of 3-3 and a much needed bye week to get rested. 4-2 would’ve been nice, 5-1 would’ve been outstanding, 
and 6-0 would've been like we're on a mission from God...but this is where we are, and one thing I’ve come 
to realize in my 50+ years on this planet, you have to learn to appreciate where you are. It’s what defines 
the present, the here-and-now of life. Look too far ahead and you’ll miss some beautiful things...and you'll 
likely also get run over by a lesser opponent. As Mac Davis once said (I’m going waaay back here people), 
you've gotta Stop And Smell The Roses along the way .

Rolling into Homecoming week, we knew we were in need of a renewed focus. We've been up-and-
down and back-and-forth over the first 5 games with a real need for an upswing. It's a little unusual to be 
halfway into your season without facing a region opponent yet. There are only 7 total regions in the state 
with 5 or fewer teams, while some have as many as 9. Not very balanced, is it? That may change some next 
year when the re-classification debates start back up, we'll see. This meant we had one more non-region 
opponent, the Loganville Red Devils, to use as a final tune-up game before region games began. 

I know I talk a lot about weather each week, but it's hard to ignore it when it can have such a profound 
affect on the flow and outcome of the game. In this case, the heat and humidity had ramped up yet again. 
Those conditions would come into play in a major way tonight, especially in the 2nd half. Thank the Lord 
that our bye week came when it did because last Friday may have been the hottest of the year!

"The foundation stones for a balanced success are honesty,
character, integrity, faith, love and loyalty."

– Zig Ziglar

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LNy36RASQNU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LNy36RASQNU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MKZSqd5Y8nA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oDfI6MrKNEc


As part of our Homecoming celebration each year, our cheerleading squad goes reto with their 
uniform choices. A colorful sign that the past eventually paves its' way to the present. Nice balance girls!               
Speaking of signs, one claimed "PARTY like it's 1958". I'm not sure what that party looks like, but I'm 
picturing Otis Day and the Nights from 'Animal House' in my head.

Tonight's Golden Lion captains, #69 senior Joseph 
Miller (normally #70), #13 junior Grayson Carney, 
#32 sophomore Thaxton Gallagher and #4 junior 
Jack Parker, greeted the Red Devil captains at the 50.                                
The coin toss determined the Red Devils would get the 
ball first on this hot, muggy evening. 

Seniors #81 Josh Varuso and #82 Tommy Serrano 
led the team down the stairs with a good mix of past 
and present Golden Lions in the crowd. Loganville had 
a little trouble filling up their side of the stands, but an 0-4 start to 
your season can certainly have an affect on the turn out of your fan 
base. Both kicking teams took the field and we were under way!

Kicking off tonight was #7 junior Ryan Kirschner. He drove the 
ball high and to the right where #6 senior Nick Fagan took it near the 
20. Our coverage attempted to pin him into the right corner, but his 
speed allowed him to break it back to the other side of the field. This 
had big play potential written all over it. Thankfully, #8 junior Mason 
Benefield made a shoestring tackle to bring him down at the 48 or he 
was likely gone. Still, it was a good start for the Red Devils.

Our defense rolled out onto the field with a renewed focus after last 
weeks' Fish Bowl. While they made some nice plays, they also let some slip through their fingers. How would 
they answer the call tonight? Starting on the D-line we had #85 junior Casey Ver Meulen, #44 sophomore 
Antonio Walker, Gallagher and #38 sophomore A.J. Crawford getting first start of the season. The linebacking 
core had #46 junior Walker Stevens, #14 sophomore Cameron Wingo (worn tonight for senior Jonathan 
Gagnon) and #28 junior Paul Quigley. In the secondary were #33 senior Jadon Rogers (worn tonight for 
senior Tiger Turner), #2 sophomore Cam Cainion, #29 sophomore Austin Taylor and Carney. The first play 
was nearly a gift wrapped present, as the shotgun snap to #10 junior Tanner Greene was not only a little off the 
mark, but after he handed it to #1 junior JB Seay, he let it hit the ground near the line of scrimmage. Ver Meulen 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MG7KCOO76Wc


and Crawford crashed in from the edges and nearly created an early turnover. They regained their composure 
and Greene hit #3 junior Michael Mason on a quick slant into a tight window between Cainion and Wingo for 
6. Greene then hit #21 senior Sheldon Arnold on a short crossing 
route that netted 11 more. We expected a good dose of short passes 
and so far that's what we got. The 1st down run around the right by 
Seay was shut down by Quigley and Casey Ver Meulen (your co-2-
way player of the game) before they decided to go back to the air. 
The 2nd down screen to Seay went incomplete, possibly because 
Ver Meulen was about to level him, and the 3rd down pass was 

perfectly defended 
by Cainion bringing 
up a 4th and long. 
They were at our 33, 
so a punt was out of the question and a field goal from there 
would've been 50-yards. We brought in #22 freshman Jack 
Tchienchou to help in the secondary and rushed 3. Greene 
dropped back looking for a crossing route near the 1st down 
marker, but Gallagher broke free heading straight for Greene. 
He got a wobbly pass off that fell harmlessly incomplete as he 
took the hit. Turnover on downs, 1st and 10, Golden Lions!

Similar to our defense, the offense needed to make amends for last week too. No better time and 
place than right here and now on our first drive of the night. #12 senior Nick Joiner brought the Lions 
out with #54 senior John McKimmy, #78 junior Cam Wooden, #55 junior Charlie Long, #65 junior 
Joey Sanfilippo, #70 senior Marc Weick (worn tonight for senior Joseph Miller) and #80 senior Lawson 
Schultz up on the line, #8 junior Mason Benefield, Wingo and #41 freshman Shug Bentley in the backfield 
and Parker wide right. The fake went to Bentley and Joiner took off over right guard with a good hard 
run for 10 to start the drive. Juniors #5 Carter Williams and #10 RJ Brewster checked in at WR and this 
time Bentley did get the hand-off for 
a quick 4 up the middle. That's when 
we hit our first explosive play since 
the 2nd quarter of the Decatur game.                                                                             
Mason Benefield (your co-offensive 
player of the game) trailed on the 
option, but the linebacker was 
immediately in Joiner's face. He got the 
quick pitch off to Benefield around the 
right edge with #3 junior Sam Downer 
and #26 junior Zani Patasin providing the downfield blocks for a gain of 28 and an early offensive 
statement. We went right back to Benefield on the jet sweep behind Sanfilippo, Wooden and Bentley for 
another 5 to get us into the red zone. This is how our drives are suppose to work! We chipped away at that 
last 20-yards with hard runs and a defensive penalty until we were 2nd and goal from the 2. We broke out 
the power package with Schultz and Ver Meulen at TE and Cainion, Bentley and Wingo in the backfield. 



Bentley took the hand-off behind Long, Sanfilippo and Weick 
for the final 2-yards and the score. Ryan Kirschner (your special 
teams player of the game) came in for the PAT and we had an 
early 7-0 lead.

Kirschner drove the ensuing kick past the goal line this time 
for a Red Devil 1st and 10 from the 20. The 1st down hand-off to 
Seay was slammed shut by a 3-way hit from Gallagher, Crawford 
and Stevens...ouch! We then did a 1 step forward, 2 steps back 
dance with the Devils that included a few penalties and 1 mighty 
big hit by Arnold...another ouch! On 3rd and 19, deep in their own territory, they chose to play it safe with 
a run and ultimately punted the ball back to us. The punt sailed out of bounds setting us up with excellent 
field position for our second drive at their 44-yard line. 

Whenever you start a drive inside your opponents territory the odds of scoring obviously go up. When 
you don't convert it into points, you definitely feel like you've missed a golden opportunity. This was one of 
those cases. The 1st down carry by Joiner ended with a big hit and a detached helmet, the 2nd down carry by 
#11 junior Dennis O'Shea hit a Devilish wall, and the 3rd down dive to Bentley didn't go much farther. Still 
outside field goal range, we went for it on 4th and long with a rocket pass from Joiner to Parker into tight 
coverage that fell incomplete. Hopefully that missed opportunity wouldn't come back and haunt us later.

They took over at our 39-yard line and promptly started going backwards. A wide receiver screen to #2 
senior Trevon Williams was stone-walled by Gallagher, Ver Meulen and Stevens, but he somehow bounced 
off that 3-way hit and reversed direction. #71 junior Jacob Hull forced him to take a wide angle where he 
found Wingo and Cainion waiting on him for a loss of 9 as the 1st quarter came to an end.

Quarter #2 started with an incomplete pass to #14 senior Landon Spooner on a crossing route that 
was well defended by Wingo. Greene went back to Spooner on 3rd down and picked up half the needed 
yardage, but it was still 4th and long and another great 3-and-out for the defense. The punt was waived off 
and finally came to rest at our 37 as our offense came out for drive #3. 

We got our next big play on 2nd down and 6 as Joiner faked the 
hand-off to #31 junior Jack Graham and took off around the left end. 
Benefield, Wingo and Brewster gave him a nice crease and enough 
space to rumble for 18-yards and another 1st down. He ended the 
run with a lowered shoulder on the defender at the sideline for good 
measure. Once a DB, always a DB. We followed that up with runs by 
Graham and Benefield to move the chains again, but unfortunately, 
the drive stalled there with Joiner's 3rd down pass being knocked 
down by big #7 senior Cameron Williams (I do mean BIG - 6'6, 223).

What goes through towns and over hills, but never moves?



#9 senior Eli Marshbank came out for the punt and nailed a beauty! It hit at the 10 and checked up nicely 
at the 7. Can't do it much better than that! Even though our defense had shut them down and our offense had 
controlled most of the clock, it was still only 7-0. A 93-yard drive was 
unlikely, but not out of the question. The drive started with a 5-yard 
run by Seay that ended with Sanfilippo, Crawford, Taylor and Stevens 
swarming over him. The 2nd down hand-off went back to Seay, but 
he was forced wide by Stevens and Quigley and then met with a 
jarring hit by Jadon Rogers (your defensive player of the game) that 
dislodged the ball. Taylor lept for the loose ball, but was 1/4 second 
too late as Michael Mason fell on it. Missed it by that much. The 3rd 
down pass from #9 sophomore Cooper Kennedy was nearly picked 
by Quigley, but it still meant 4th and 5 from the 12, no time to get 
crazy and go for it. Tchienchou dropped back near the 50 and caught the kick at the 45. He dodged the first 
defender and got it inside the 40 for our next offensive posession. Come on boys, we need points! 

The 1st down keeper by Joiner got a quick 2, but on 2nd down we 
got Cainion into the mix on the bucksweep behind Schultz and Marc 
Weick (your other co-offensive player of the game) for a 13-yard gain. 
We followed that up with a perfectly executed dive by Graham behind 
Long, Wooden and Sanfilippo for 18 more. Now we're talking! But 
things took a turn for the worse from the 5. The Red Devils stuffed the 
1st down run and the 2nd down snap flew up in the air like a greased 
pig. Thankfully Joiner fell on it, but it was still a wasted down. Standard 
dialed up a great play call on 3rd down (remember this one coach!) with 
Joiner rolling right and Cainion slipping inbetween the linebacker and 
safety. The pass found Cainion near the right front pylon and we thought 
we had the TD...but a holding penalty on us and a late hit on the defense 

messed that up. We took another crack at 3rd and goal, but they sacked Joiner at the 8 to bring up 4th down.
A motion penalty pushed us back another 5, but Kirschner still split the uprights to extend the lead to 10-0.

With the 1st half ticking down near 5-minutes, the Red Devils had one more decent chance for points 
before the break. They'd had no luck with the pass and less with the run. Their quarterback(s) were primarily 
pocket passers with little threat of running. We were in control, but it felt like the score should've been 21-0. 
On 1st down from their 20, Greene tried his luck around the right end for a short 3. On the 2nd down 
screen, Seay made a nice move to elude one open field tackle, but he couldn't shake Quigley. Still, it moved 
the chains and kept the drive alive. 2 plays later they took their first downfield shot as Greene launched 
one in the direction of Williams. He had a step on the defense, but the ball sailed over his left shoulder 
while he was looking right and fell incomplete. Williams came right back with a 15-yard reception that 
might've gone for a lot more had Taylor not been there waiting at the 50. The clock was now down under 
1-minute, so there was no time to waste. On 2nd and 11 from the 50, Rogers nearly had the pick, but he 
at least deflected the pass away. Finally, it boiled down to 1 final play with 0.9 seconds on the clock. Joiner 
came in as an extra defensive back knowing that a Hail Mary was coming. We rushed 3 and everyone else 
dropped back into coverage. Greene launched it high and deep where it thankfully found Joiner at the 2 
....whew! The teams headed for the locker room and the fans readied for a Homecoming halftime show.



The 2nd half kick found Taylor at the 10, where he followed a few blockers and willed his way out 
near the 30-yard line. The offense came back out with one change on the line, as Weick had moved over 
to LG and #71 sophomore Jacob Hull came in at RG. This was the perfect time to secure our momentum. 
They were struggling to keep drives going and their defense was beginning to wear down from too much 
time on the field and difficult conditions. We got 
the drive going with a heavy dose of Graham up the 
middle and Benefield and Cainion attacking the edges. 
It was a relentless, well-balanced running clinic that 
chipped away at the field in small chunks. If they held 
us to 2-yards, we made it up with 5 or 6 on the next 
play. There were no passes, just "here it comes, try and 
stop it". We rotated in backs to stay fresh with Bentley 
picking up where Graham left off. Finally, with a 2nd 
and goal from the 2, Wingo took the hand-off over 
right guard and plowed his way through a defender and 
into the end zone. It was a classic Golden Lion drive that ate up most of the quarter. But the Devils still had 
some fight in them, as Williams flew in off the right side to block the PAT. Something we definitely need 
to work on over the bye week. Golden Lions 16, Red Devils 0.

Kirschner's kick-off was exceptionally placed at the 5-yard line at the sideline, but Fagan also made an 
exceptional play by bringing it out to the 32. Maybe something else that needs some work over the bye.    
The Red Devils needed something good to happen in the worst way, if for no other reason than to give their 
defense a breather. We made a few changes on our defensive front with juniors #50 Salim Miller and #59 
Joel Chatfield coming in. Chatfield made an immediate impression as he worked his way off a double team 
and grabbed Seay by the shoulder pads for a gain of just 1. Salim Miller then got his chance on 2nd down as 
he wrapped up Fagan before he could cut it upfield. An offensive holding call made it 3rd and long and an 
attacking opportunity for the Lions. Quigley blitzed from the left edge and blew up the shuffle pass to Fagan 
like a scene from 'Die Hard' for a 7-yard loss and a 4th and long. Can we do more of that PLEASE?! What a 
great defensive series! The Red Devil punt was away and Tchienchou waved for the fair catch at the 44. 

We were unable to do anything with the drive and gave them the ball back after a 3-and-out. Too bad, 
because another drive like the last one would've been all she wrote for the Devils. The 4th quarter started 
with another great Marshbank punt inside the 10. The defense came out rested with 1 more quarter to 
protect, but the Devils started moving the ball with a little more ease than we wanted to see. Part of it was 
good execution, the other part was a few missed tackles. They were looking at 3rd and 19 from their 43 
and nearly picked it up on a screen play, but Stevens got to him before he could get the edge. They were 
obviously going for it on 4th and 6, but Cooper had to rush the pass a little more than he wanted due to the 
pressure from Salim Miller. He overshot the receiver and we took over on downs.

I mentioned earlier that the conditions tonight would play a major part. As the 4th quarter started, 
that reality began to unfold. Not as much for us, but definitely for them. Cramps were setting in and key 
players were dropping to the ground left and right. They'd get some water and try to come back in, but 
once cramping hits you, it's hard to get past it. Thanks to Coach Licarrdo's conditioning (and a balanced 
team attack) we were holding up pretty well.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w6qVasDZDkM


Many have heard me, but no one has seen me. 
I will not speak back until spoken to.

What am I??

We had about 5-minutes left to navigate for the victory. 
Could we maybe punch in one more score for the dagger? 
On this series, seniors #82 Tommy Serrano and #81 
Josh Varuso came in at wide receiver to help lock down 
the DBs and maybe provide a key downfield block. Who 
knows, maybe we could break off one more big play. 1st 
down started with a hand-off to Bentley right up the gut.                                                                                                                            
The center of the defense was softening and our line was 
surging, as Bentley followed a massive push from Long, 
Sanfilippo and Hull for a nice 6-yard gain. We ran the same 
basic play on 2nd down, but it was met head-on by Sheldon 
and #15 senior Anthony Webster. It was 3rd and 3 and we did NOT want to give them the ball back on a 

3-and-out. That's when we got the first of 3 consecutive 
lightning strikes. The first play was the jab, with Cam 
Cainion (your other 2-way player of the game) taking 
the bucksweep hand-off from Joiner around the left 
edge behind Wooden, Bentley and Ver Meulen.                                                                                                                
He side-stepped #4 junior Austin May (or you could 
say he broke his ankles) and cut it back upfield for 
9-yards and a 1st down. Play #2 was the upper-cut, 
as Bentley sprinted for 38-yards with the 'Hawgs' 
parting the Red Devils defensive like the Red Sea. He 
came up 1-yard short of the goal on a nice TD saving 
tackle by Williams, but it still ultimately brought up 

lightning strike #3. Joiner took the snap from Long and gave it right back to Bentley over right guard 
for the roundhouse, the score and the knockout punch. Kirschner's PAT was good and this one was 
well in hand at 23-0.

While the scoring could have and maybe should have ended right there, the Red Devils brushed 
themselves off and landed a last minute lightning strike of their own on a 52-yard touchdown pass from 
Greene to Sheldon. A shutout would've been a more appropriate ending with the way our defense played, 
but it was ultimately a meaningless score. Thus endeth non-region play...now onto another region title!

FINAL SCORE:  Golden Lions 23 – Red Devils 6



For additional pictures from the Loganville game hit these links: [Link 1]  [Link 2] 

https://www.liddellphotos.com/SPORTS/Football/SPX-Football-2019
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1rX7xbZhL0k8pIv47xPAp7CDM1z3n5w6z


Now that we've regained our balance, we can refocus on our goals. Let's put the back-and-forths, the ups-
and-downs, and the 1-step-forward-2-steps-back behind us. A straight road through our division and into 
the playoffs is where we want to be. This year, that task will be much tougher than previous years. Not because 
we're "young" or "inexperienced", but rather because our competion this year has stepped it up a notch or 
two. Our first test will be one of the toughest as we get the Oconee County Warriors to start things off. 
The Warriors come into George B. Maloof with a 5-1 record and a #11 ranking in class AAAA with their only 
loss coming to Clarke Central by a score of 28-21. The Warriors made a late run, but came up 1 score short. 
They easily handled Morgan County, Cedar Shoals and Spalding, but made it interesting against Winder-
Barrow and Jefferson. Jefferson had the go ahead score late, but for some reason went for a 2-point conversion 
and failed, making it 20-14. Oconee answered that score with a TD, a PAT and a comeback 21-20 win.

In case you were wondering, we are no longer ranked in the top 10, but that's not surprising at 3-3.                   
It's nice to see your name on that list, but honestly it guarantees nothing. I personally like that we're considered 
an underdog this year. It sets up the "what was the number of the bus that just hit us!?" scenario. I don't expect 
Oconee to overlook us, but they'll certainly come into this one feeling like they've got the upper-hand. Here's 
a snippet on the Warriors from a previous GHSF Daily.

Oconee County returns eight starters on offense and five on defense from a team that made the state 
playoffs for a school-record-tying fifth consecutive season. Leading the way is senior QB Max Johnson, 
a four-star recruit who is committed to LSU. The 6-foot-4, 215-pound senior is rated the No. 25 player in 
Georgia and the No. 13 pro-style quarterback nationally. He threw a 26-yard touchdown pass and ran 22 
yards for a score in the Warriors' 21-20 upset of Jefferson. DB West Weeks, OL Nick Saunders and RB 
Jimmy Boswell are returning all-region players.

Last year's contest took place on their turf and was one heck of a game. The final was 28-14, but it was 
nip and tuck the whole way. We out-rushed them 300-199 and won the turnover battle 2-1, both acceptable 
stats for our side, but they had some good ones too. They had 56 plays compared to our 42, they won time 
of possession by 7-minutes, they converted on both 4th down attempts, and they scored on both of their red 
zone chances. We're going to need to win some of those key stat battles to come out of this one with the win. 

They run a pro-style offense with the QB, #14 senior Max Johnson, taking a shotgun snap and 1 or 2 
backs. Last year, I didn't think Johnson was as good as a 4-star recruit should be (against us he went 6-10 
for 56-yards, 2 TDs and 2 INTs), but he's surely improved since then. So far this season he's 56-96 (58%) for 
766-yards, 9 TDs and 4 INTs. He's a big boy with a strong arm and a pretty quick release. Here's the thing,   
he doesn't have to put up massive numbers because they DO have a balanced offense. Their primary running 
back is #34 senior Jimmy Boswell (6'0, 190), who so far has 406-yards on 69 carries (6.7 yds/carry) and 3 TDs. 
He's a deceptively strong runner, very much like Weathington from Westminster. He's going to break some 
tackles. When they do throw, Johnson's primary target will likely be his "little" brother, #9 sophomore Jake 
Johnson (6'6, 215). He has 309-yards and 6 TDs. Their O-line is big enough and quick enough, so there are 
VERY few plays for negative yards. When their offense is in rhythm, it's really hard to stop.

Their defense is big up front, quick at the 2nd and 3rd levels and opportunistic. Their front 7 are solid 
tacklers and run stuffers. That's our bread-and-butter, so it'll be a battle all night long. Their DTs are, let's say, 
wide, so I don't expect them to be trying to submarine our linemen. That's a good thing, as it helps with 
leverage and angles on the inside trap. We're going to need some strong runs from our fullbacks to make the 
option work. They're a good, solid, well-balanced team that wants this one bad. We've got to want it more.

Alone I am 24th, with a friend I am 20, 
with another friend I am unclean.

What am I??



This week Z caught up with Golden Lions RB / LB #33 Tiger Turner

Z: I understand you had surgery on your knee last week. How are you feeling 
and what do the doctors say about the recovery time? 

TT: Believe it or not, my knee is feeling more normal than it was before.  
There is still some swelling but the doctors are saying that I’ll be back to full 
strength in 9 months and be able to do some straight line running in 3 months. 
When it first happened I was pretty negative and felt a little like, “Why me 
and why now” but I have had some more time sit back to think about it. There 
is still a lot that I can do to help the younger guys on the team and I kind of feel like a coach. It gives 
me an opportunity to make an impact even though I can’t be out there on the field with my teammates.  

Z: What are you expecting to see from Oconee County this week?

TT: We’ve watched a lot of films and we expect it to be a very physical game. It will be a tough region 
game. They have a very talented QB and two really good running backs. We have a great game plan in 
place and if we execute our game plan well, we have a really good chance to win the game.

Z: Tell us what it will be like to open up region games at home?

TT: It is gonna be very exciting since it is the first meaningful game because it is a region game.            
It will tell a lot about the road to the playoffs. We’ll be very focused and excited to play this game on 
Friday night.

Z: Any other sports that you play besides football at St. Pius? 

TT: I played basketball both my Freshman and Sophomore years. I’m also a member of the track and 
field team as a sprinter. I run both the 200 & 400 meters. As far as my injury and the spring season,          
it all depends on how my recovery goes, which will determine if I can run in the spring. The doctors say 
that I should be able to run and cut in 6 months so we will just have to wait and see. 

Z: What are some of the things you’ll miss most about the football program when you leave St. Pius?

TT: I’m going to miss seeing everyone at 6am in the morning for workouts. There is a combination of 
the excited guys and the grumpy guys at that time of the morning. It will be fun to look back on those 
times that we all spent together. We’re all working so hard, but we’re having fun while doing it even if 
it is tough conditions. We’re all there together so it makes it more fun. That is what I will miss.  

X PLUS Z



Z: Have you had a favorite class or teacher in your time at St. Pius X?

TT: I would say Spanish class and Mr. Abbott. He is the most relatable teacher I’ve had at St. Pius X. 
He really understands the students and the challenges that we all have balancing our schoolwork and 
outside activities. He does a really good job of making things interesting for the students and always 
keeping us engaged in our work.

Z: What kind of music is on your playlist?

TT: I like to listen to all different kinds of music on my iTunes. I like both country and rap music, so I 
like to mix it up.

Z: Where did you go to school before St. Pius?

TT: I attended St. Martin's Episcopal School.

Z: Did you play any other sports growing up besides football?

TT: Soccer was actually my first sport. I started playing when I was 3 years old. When I was younger 
I spent my summers in Columbia with my Grandmother and soccer was, and still is, a very big sport. 
What I learned during those summers was that kids in Columbia played with everyone. So to me, what 
I took away was, it doesn’t matter who you are playing sports with as you are having fun doing it, that 
is all that matters.

Z: What do you like to do with your free time?

TT: I like to go out and play basketball with my friends and have a good time. I like to eat wings and 
watch football. I don’t play a ton of video games because that takes a lot of time and I don’t have a lot 
of free time.

Z: What colleges are in the mix for you at this point? Any aspirations to play football in college?  

TT: I have applied to Georgia Tech (my top choice), Clemson and Auburn. I’m not sure yet on football 
or track in college at this time. There were some smaller Division III schools that I talked to after my 
Junior year but not much recently. 

Z: Thanks, Tiger for your time. We’re all looking forward to cheering on the Golden Lions Friday night 
vs.OconeeCountyinthefirstregiongame.Anythingyou’dliketosharewiththefans?

TT: Yes. I’d tell the fans to get there early, be loud and stay for the entire game. It is going to be a good one.  

What is the center of gravity?



Scout Team players of the week for the Loganville game are:
Tommy Serrano • Sam Downer • Dustin Papuga • Jack Kelly

Answers to riddles: 1) Road  2) Echo  3) X   4) V

Our region 8 road must start with a win,
Then repeat like an echo, again and again and again,

X is predicting one helluva fight,
With a V for the Lions at the end of the night!

Region play begins with a home game this Friday night! WE NEED LION NATION'S HELP!!

WE’LL SEE YOU THERE!



NOTE: Stats are not completely accurate. The coaches are trying to improve this going forward. For example, 
Jonathon is actually Cam Wingo because he wore #14. Tiger Turner is actually Jadon Rogers because he wore #33.

Individual Statistics (Final)
The Automated ScoreBook

loganville reddevils vs St.Pius ( at)

loganville reddevils St.Pius

Rushing No. Gain Loss Net TD Lg Avg
Nick Fager 6 28 10 18 0 16 3.0
JB Seay 7 13 1 12 0 5 1.7
Tanner Greene 4 17 6 11 0 11 2.8
Eric Jones iii 1 8 0 8 0 8 8.0
Trevon Williams 1 3 0 3 0 3 3.0
Cooper Kennedy 3 8 7 1 0 6 0.3
Totals 22 77 24 53 0 16 2.4

Rushing No. Gain Loss Net TD Lg Avg
Shug Bentley 12 76 0 76 2 38 6.3
Mason Benefield 6 51 0 51 0 28 8.5
Nick Joiner 13 55 11 44 0 18 3.4
Jack Graham 8 44 0 44 0 18 5.5
Cameron Cainion 5 27 0 27 0 13 5.4
Luke 2 7 0 7 0 5 3.5
Dennis O'Shea 1 1 0 1 0 1 1.0
Jack 1 0 0 0 0 0 0.0
Jonathon 2 2 3 -1 1 2 -0.5
Totals 50 263 14 249 3 38 5.0

Passing C-A-I Yds TD Long Sack
Tanner Greene 9-17-0 108 1 52 1
Cooper Kennedy 4-7-0 25 0 12 1
Totals 13-24-0 133 1 52 2

Passing C-A-I Yds TD Long Sack
Nick Joiner 0-2-0 0 0 0 1
Totals 0-2-0 0 0 0 1

Receiving No. Yards TD Long
Trevon Williams 4 28 0 15
Sheldon 3 69 1 52
Michael Mason 2 14 0 8
JB Seay 2 10 0 7
Landon Spooner 1 10 0 10
Nick Fager 1 2 0 2
Totals 13 133 1 52

Receiving No. Yards TD Long
Totals 0 0 0 0

Punting No. Yds Avg Long In20 TB
Cooper Kennedy 4 118 29.5 33 0 0
Totals 4 118 29.5 33 0 0

Punting No. Yds Avg Long In20 TB
Eli Marshbank 2 74 37.0 43 2 0
Totals 2 74 37.0 43 2 0

Punt Kickoff Intercept
Returns No Yds Lg No Yds Lg No Yds Lg
Nick Fager 0 0 0 2 55 28 0 0 0
Evan 0 0 0 1 10 10 0 0 0
Totals 0 0 0 3 65 28 0 0 0

Punt Kickoff Intercept
Returns No Yds Lg No Yds Lg No Yds Lg
Jack 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Austin Taylor 0 0 0 1 18 18 0 0 0
Totals 1 0 0 1 18 18 0 0 0

Field goals Qtr Time Dist Result Field goals Qtr Time Dist Result
Ryan Kirschner 2nd 01:30 24 yards Missed
Ryan Kirschner 2nd 01:30 29 yards Good

Kickoffs No. Yards Avg TB OB
Yovanny 2 46 23.0 0 0

Kickoffs No. Yards Avg TB OB
Ryan Kirschner 5 250 50.0 2 0

All-purpose Run Rcv KR PR IR Total
Nick Fager 18 2 55 0 0 75
Sheldon 0 69 0 0 0 69
Trevon Williams 3 28 0 0 0 31
JB Seay 12 10 0 0 0 22

All-purpose Run Rcv KR PR IR Total
Shug Bentley 76 0 0 0 0 76
Mason Benefield 51 0 0 0 0 51
Jack Graham 44 0 0 0 0 44
Nick Joiner 44 0 0 0 0 44

FUMBLES: loganville reddevils-JB Seay 1-0. St.Pius-Nick Joiner 2-0.



Defensive Statistics (Final)
The Automated ScoreBook

loganville reddevils vs St.Pius ( at)

# loganville reddevils Solo Ast Total Sacks-Yds TFL-Yds FF FR-Yds Int-Yds BrUp Blks QBH
28 Brandon 9 1 9.5 - - - - - - - -
21 Sheldon 7 0 7.0 - - - - - - - -
8 Neto Okpala 6 1 6.5 - 1.0-1 - - - - - -
15 Anthony Webster 6 0 6.0 - - - - - - - -
7 Cameron 3 0 3.0 - - - - - 1 - -
2 Trevon Williams 3 0 3.0 - - - - - - - -
14 Landon Spooner 2 1 2.5 - 0.5-1 - - - - - -
54 Micah Cordle 2 0 2.0 - - - - - - - -
1 JB Seay 2 0 2.0 - - - - - - - -
57 Dozie Okpala 1 1 1.5 - 1.0-3 - - - - - -
72 Will Akins 1 0 1.0 - - - - - - - -
44 Mayseo Woods 1 0 1.0 1.0-6 - - - - - - -
3 Michael Mason 1 0 1.0 - - - - - - - -
T TEAM 0 0 0.0 - - - - - - 1 -

Totals 44 4 46.0 1.0-6 2.5-5 0 0-0 0-0 1 1 0

# St.Pius Solo Ast Total Sacks-Yds TFL-Yds FF FR-Yds Int-Yds BrUp Blks QBH
85 Casey 5 0 5.0 - 1.0-1 - - - - - -
28 Paul Quigley 4 0 4.0 - 2.0-10 - - - 1 - -
14 Jonathon 3 0 3.0 - 1.0-9 - - - - - -
50 Salim Miller 3 0 3.0 - - - - - - - -
29 Austin Taylor 3 0 3.0 - - - - - - - -
2 Cameron Cainion 2 0 2.0 - - - - - 1 - -
46 Walker Stevens 2 0 2.0 - - - - - - - -
33 Tiger Turner 2 0 2.0 - - 1 - - 1 - -
38 AJ Crawford 1 0 1.0 1.0-7 - - - - - - -
78 Camden Wooden 1 0 1.0 - - - - - - - -
8 Mason Benefield 1 0 1.0 - - - - - - - -
41 Shug Bentley 1 0 1.0 - - - - - - - -
49 Ben Dillon 1 0 1.0 - - - - - - - -
59 Joel Chatfield 1 0 1.0 - - - - - - - -
34 Jack Kelly 1 0 1.0 - - - - - - - -
32 Thaxton 0 0 0.0 1.0-6 - - - - - - -

Totals 31 0 31.0 2.0-13 4.0-20 1 0-0 0-0 3 0 0


