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ST. PIUS X GOLDEN LIONS
vs.

MARIST WAR EAGLES
Friday, September 14, 2018, 7:30 p.m.

At Marist High School

“Look around. There are no enemies here. 
There’s just good, old-fashioned rivalry.”

– Bob Wells



To our valued sponsors we say THANK YOU!
*Click the logos for a quick link to each website

Last Friday felt eerily quiet at George B. Maloof Stadium as we approached a 7:30 pm kick off 
between our 2-1 Golden Lions and the 1-1 Decatur Bulldogs. The parking lot had more empty spots than 
normal, the stands were a little sparse and the students were unusually tranquil. It’s possible not everyone 
got the memo about the location change, but that’s not the feeling that seemed to hang in the air. What it 
felt like to me was a “don’t worry, this one’s in the bag” cloud had crept in overhead. The skies did after all 
start to spit some light rain about that time. You know the feeling...the kind of game that falls in between 
two BIG games…the kind of game you see on the schedule, but your eyes keep jumping to the game one 
spot down. There’s a specific name for that kind of game my friends. It’s called a trap game. 

Since I brought up the game following this particular one, let’s go ahead and recognize the elephant 
in the room. “Hello Marist. Yes, we see you standing there quietly in the corner. Please, make yourself 
comfortable, we’ll be with you 
shortly. Feel free to have a delicious 
Lionburger while you wait. Thank 
you, we appreciate your patience.”

Now, where was I?...that’s right, 
we were talking about trap games. 
Let’s go online to the Urban dictionary 
for another definition.

Every team encounters at least 
one of these each season. It’s human 
nature, I suppose. Remember in last 
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week’s X-Factor I talked about that wave of momentum and adrenaline? Well, with a trap game, the tide 
is out and the surfing isn’t very good. It has the power to turn a great season into just a good season, and 
conversely, it can make a mediocre team look like world champs. 

These Decatur Bulldogs, despite having no real state ranking, are certainly no slouches. On offense, 
they’re big up front and their running back is really, really good. On defense, they’re also big up front and 
they’re quick too. If they could get a few turnovers and win on time of possession and penalties, then they’d 
likely be in the game in the 4th quarter. kRaZiE things can happen late in a high school football game. 

Like this... https://youtu.be/koPz3cgoiZM

Or how about this one?... https://youtu.be/Tnmd7UhBDKs

And this one is NUTZ!… https://youtu.be/CBL1dcIXEik

You will always find me in the past.
I can be created in the present,

But the future can never taint me.
What am I??

So now that we’re clear on all of that, let’s get 
back to Friday’s contest. This would be our Pink-Out 
game for the 2018 season. The boys wore their blue 
jerseys with pink numbers and white pants, plus there 
was plenty of pink on display in the stands. Apparently 
it was “Fathead” night too, I guess I missed that 
memo. Tonight’s captains, seniors #39 Nolan Aldrich,               
#6 Gavin McElroy, #77 William Kibler and #56 Trent 
Gavron (plus tonight’s honorary captain, Gina Joiner) 
met the officials and the Bulldogs’ captains at the 50 for 
the coin toss. It was determined that we would start this 
night on offense. The boys funneled down the stairs 
behind the flags and prepared for battle.
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Bulldog sophomore kicker, #11 Kriston Esnard, sent the ball deep and through the end zone. #18 senior 
Connor Egan brought the Lions on the field for the first series. Tonight’s starting HAWGS were seniors #55 
Connor Brown, #53 Steven Hudson, #67 Trent Gavron, #62 Ryan Carney (being worn tonight for injured 
senior Anthony Tiberia) and junior #70 Joseph Miller, with seniors #32 Patrick Kremer and #85 Chris Miller 
at tight end. Directly behind Egan was #7 senior Demarcus Mitchell (being worn tonight for injured senior 
Michael Spear), and on the wings were seniors #13 Michael Benefield and #9 Jason Jones. This starting 
formation basically said “we’re going to run 
a lot, and run it right at you”. That’s exactly 
what we did with a dive play to Mitchell for 
5. Then Jones took the buck sweep right on 
the next play for no gain. Looks like these 
Bulldogs came to play tonight. But on 3rd 
down we landed the first blow of the night…
the “Moose” got loose! Mitchell (your 
offensive player of the week) took it over left 
guard with key blocks by the Miller brothers 
and found room to roam. Their DE had a shot 
at stuffing it at the line, but Mitchell was too quick. With #3 senior Matthew Horner out front, Mitchell made 
a great side step to the left and slipped by the safety. 3 plays and we were already in Bulldog territory. 

1st and 10 from the 46, and guess what’s coming?…more of the same. Another dive to #7, this time for 
16. We executed a perfect change of pace on the next play with a fake to Mitchell and an option pitch right 
to Benefield. #13 turned on the jets and slammed across the 10 for a gain of 26. 2 minutes in and we were 
1st and goal at the 4. I later heard that Coach Standard asked Egan why he pitched it when he had room to 
keep it. Egan calmly answered, “Because he’s faster than me, coach.” Next, it was Jones’ turn to get some 
action. He took the hand off to the right behind Mitchell, Carney, Gavron and C. Miller, and followed them 
into the end zone. #25 senior Ted Wach snapped it to Egan and Aldrich provided the PAT. 7-0 Lions.

Aldrich followed that up with a kick off into the end zone for a 1st and 10 for the Bulldogs from the 20. 
The Lions starting defense was coming in off a dominating performance last week and were announced over 

the loudspeakers tonight. Up front you’ll find #77 senior William Kibler, 
#78 sophomore Cam Wooden, #75 junior Lawson Shultz and #85 Chris 
Miller. Starting at linebacker tonight were seniors #15 Patrick Molnar, 
#50 Sam Granelli and #26 Sam Schwaner. Tonight’s defensive backs were 
seniors #23 Zach Ranson and #9 Jason Jones, along with juniors #24 Jacob 
Pajer and #12 Nick Joiner. Collectively, I like to refer to to our defense as 
the Lions Den. Let’s see if we can make it stick.

The Bulldogs lined up with #44 senior Martize Smith in the backfield 
behind junior quarterback #10 James Swank with 2 receivers split out to 
each side. The hand off went to Smith for a quick 7. They followed that 
up with a quick pass to the left to #12 senior Andre Carter for another 7. 
Decatur’s offense looked sharp out of the gate. They went back to the 
run, but Granelli (your defensive player of the week) was there to hold 
him to 2 yards. Back-to-back motion penalties on the offense forced a 



2nd and long, but a great toe tap catch by Carter at the 39 brought 3rd and 
a manageable 6. They came right back with the same play and picked up 
the needed yardage. On 1st down Wooden and Molnar forced the QB out 
of bounds for a gain of just 1 and on 2nd down Kibler, Molnar and Granelli 
stuffed Smith for no gain. 3rd and 9 brought up a passing down and a chance 
for the Lions to pounce. The Bulldogs called a screen pass to the slot receiver 
that looked to be set up well, but Ranson (your co-2-way player of the week) 
saw it the whole way. He met the receiver at the exact moment the ball did 
and stopped the play for no gain. 4th down and a good start for the defense.

Esnard dropped back to punt, but the snap was bobbled (a theme that 
would repeat itself throughout the night). He scrambled left and barely 
got the ball off before Jones got there (remember the Dunwoody game?).       
The kick was short, but took a lucky Bulldogs bounce before coming to 
rest at the 18. I’d like to give you more names and numbers for the Decatur 
players, but those gold numbers on white jerseys were AWFUL.

Egan took the 1st down snap and pitched it left to Benefield coming around from the right on the 
veer. #13 got the edge and raced down the sideline for a pick up of 22. We flipped it the other way on the 
next play with Wach trailing, but Egan saw a crease and cut it up field for 6. 2nd down was a flashback to 
the first series. Mitchell took the hand off on the inside trap play (the good kind of trap) and found space 
behind key blocks from Brown and Carney. The “Moose” was loose again for a quick 40-yard gain. After 
a short gain by Benefield on 1st down we went back to Mitchell on back-to-back dives. 1st and goal from 
the 4. This time Mitchell paved the way for #13 and another 6 points. Snap, set, kick, 14-0 Lions.

Our first misstep came on the ensuing kick. Targeting the 
left pylon, the ball faded out of bounds before crossing the goal 
line. The Bulldogs took over at the 35, desperately needing 
to make something happen on this drive. A 5-yard gain on 
1st was a good start, but 2nd down brought a near disaster.                      
Swank bobbled the snap and the exchange between him and 
Smith was poor. The ball hit the turf and was there for the 
taking. Molnar and Miller were right there, but ½ second too 
late as Swank fell back on it. On 3rd down the hand off was 
clean, but the same two Lions, Molnar and Miller, were right 
there to stop him short of the 45. 4th down and 1 and a pivotal 
point. Decatur needed to keep this drive alive in the worst way. 
They let the clock run down to end the quarter to talk it over.

Do you not know that in a race all the runners run,
but only one receives the prize? So run that you may obtain it.

– Corinthians 9:24



The Bulldogs came to the line with a power formation and 1 wide out to the right. There was NO WAY 
they were throwing here. The hand off went to Smith over the right side and with some determination, he 
squeezed out the needed yard. On 1st down Shultz drove his man straight back into the backfield and right 
into the runner for a loss of 1. An outstanding play, but on 2nd down they got their first big break of the night. 
Smith took the ball, saw nothing up the middle, bounced it to the left sideline, broke 2 tackles and raced 33 
yards before Ranson chased him down. Decatur found the red zone for the first time of the game.

After an offensive penalty on 1st down, Schwaner quickly shut down a 1-yard completion. Then back-
to-back bad snaps led to a 15-yard loss and a rushed pass to the right that Jones was all over. 4th down and 
27 to go. Pajer waved for the fair catch at the 20 and the offense went back to work.

Pajer stayed in at wing this series and was immediately given the rock. He took it around the right end 
behind a seal block from Wach and down field blocks from Hudson and McElroy. He cut it back to the 
middle, broke 1 tackle and crossed the 40 for a 22-yard gain, but the next play was our 2nd misstep of the 
night. Coach Standard dialed up a pass play on 1st down looking to catch the defense creeping in, but as 
Egan dropped back, he was quickly pressured with a strong rush. He rolled left and cut it loose off of his 
back foot. The throw had the distance, but Pajer was double teamed and the ball found the hands of the 
defender. A Bulldog interception and the beginning of some very strange plays. 

An offensive penalty, a few more bad snaps (I told you it was a theme) and a good run that could’ve 
gone the distance if it weren’t for a shoestring tackle by Schwaner. Another strong defensive hold and 
another punt. The kick was almost blocked by C. Miller, but his momentum took him into the punter’s leg 
and the flag came out. The ref saw it as “roughing the kicker” instead of just “running into the kicker”, 
which came with 15-yards, and more importantly, an automatic 1st down.

A short gain on 1st, followed by an incomplete pass on 2nd, and it was again 3rd and long. They went 
back to the only thing that had been working up to this point, #44. He took it left and powered his way 
through a few tackles to get the 1st. That boy, or should I say man, is one hard runner. More of the same 
on the next 3 plays and they were knocking on the red zone door, but a penalty pushed them back near 
midfield. An incomplete pass on 3rd down and yet another successful stand by the Lions Den. Pajer took 
the punt at the 10, side stepped one defender and brought it out to the 15.

We went back to what had been working best up to now – “Moose” up 
the middle. 3 run plays in a row and we were across the 30. We again tried 
to catch them crowding the line and called another pass play. Egan dropped 
back and was immediately under pressure. Flushed from the pocket, he 
escaped one tackle, but was eventually taken down for a sack and a loss of 
23. It was 2nd down and a quarter length of the field to go. A great run by 
Pajer on 3rd down had the needed yardage (it looked a lot like the play that 
went the distance in the quarterfinals against Woodward last year), BUT a 
penalty brought it all the way back and we were eventually forced to punt 
from deep in our own territory. A quick check to the skies to see if that 
cloud was still lingering. 

#93 senior Will Possert kicked a beauty that took the returner all the 
way back to their own 40. It may have actually been too good because 
the returner had time to assess the coverage and blockers. He made some 



nice moves before being met by #4 senior Matthew Bir (your special teams 
player of the week), C. Miller, McElroy and Granelli. They were across the 
50 and looking for their first points before the half. On 1st down Swank 
rolled left and looked to pass, but Miller drove his man into the QB’s path. 
Granelli raced to cut him off and forced him out of bounds for a 4-yard loss.             
One more play and the first half clock expired. The Bulldogs had dominated 
time of possession, but the Golden Lions were on top 14-0.

I’m simple for a few people, 
But hard for them to hear.

I live inside of secrets.
I bring people’s worst fears.

What am I??

Decatur would start the 2nd half with the ball and with a good drive could cut this to a 1 score game. 
It’s hard to believe the game was still that close after shutting them out and running for close to 200 yards 
in the first half…but it was. Was that cloud still circling overhead? 

The Bulldogs started with a quick pass to the right for 4-yards before going back to a steady dose of #44. 
On 3rd and 2 he took the hand off, cut it right, slipped by the LB and looked to have a path to the end zone. 
Ranson closed on him quickly and brought him down at the 45. What looked like a 15-yard horse collar flag 
turned out to be a penalty on the offense. We’ll take it. They still converted the 1st down, but we kept them 
on their side of the 50. Sensing they needed to change things up, they called a reverse, but Molnar read it 
perfectly and forced the runner wide where Miller and Ranson met him simultaneously. That’s the kind of hit 
that’s gonna leave a mark! On 3rd and 1 they went back to their bell cow. He made a strong run all the way 
down to our 25, but yet again, a penalty negated the play. It was 3rd and 5 just short of midfield. Surely they’d 
run it again. Their line had been doing a great job at the point of contact and Smith was getting to the 2nd and 
3rd levels...wrong! They called a deep pass instead that was covered beautifully by Jones. He stepped in front 
of the receiver for the pick, cut it back left and was brought down just short of the 50 with a jersey tackle. A 
little extra curricular activity after the play pushed us back to the 33. Speaking of jersey tackles, these Pink-
Out unis do give the defender something extra to grab onto. File that away for next year coach.

We dodged a few bullets on that drive and 
went right back to what worked before – run, 
run, and more run. Gains of 3, 12, 20, 17 and 5 
and we were at their 10 in no time. The HAWGS 
were surging and the backs were running hard. 
Egan took the snap, faked it to Mitchell this time 
and ran around the left end untouched for the TD. 
Aldrich’s kick was good and we had stretched 
the lead to 21-0. A little breathing, a quick nod 
to the skies and a long sigh of relief.



This time we went with a pooch kick to the right. Aldrich dropped it nicely near the 30 where Carter 
was met immediately by Jones and Wach. A worthy gamble. Remember when I talked about the down 
side of shotgun snaps before the Westminster game? Well, tonight was a perfect example of that. On 1st 
down the center launched ANOTHER snap over the heads of both Swank and Smith. Smith recovered it, 
but they still lost 26-yards in the process. Up to this point, that’s 3 snaps over the QBs head and another 
4 or 5 that were bobbled. Unforced errors can, and usually do, come back to haunt you. The defense had 
forced another 3-and-out that nearly got immediately worse for Decatur. Jones came off the right side on 
the punt and narrowly missed the block, and thankfully the kicker too.

Schwaner got his chance to contribute to the ground game on the next drive. He took the hand off on the 
left sweep and cut it back up field behind one of the single best blocking plays I’ve seen all season. Kremer, 
Pajer and J. Miller sealed the inside, Hudson drove his man to the outside, Brown took out the nose guard, 
Gavron and Horner engaged the DBs down field and Carney and Bir escorted #26 for a perfectly executed 
gain of 24. Egan probably got a piece of someone too! After a sack and a short gain on 2nd, we were looking 
at 3rd and 11. Egan dropped back, threw a nice ball to Joiner, but it fell incomplete bringing up 4th down 
and a field goal attempt. Aldrich’s kick had plenty of distance, but it faded left as it approached the post. 
Hopefully that sequence wouldn’t come back to haunt us. (Editor’s Note: The passing attack I keep talking 
about apparently decided to take this game off – but keep calling ‘em coach, we’ll get there!)

#74 senior Benji McKey and Kremer rotated in on this series, and once again the Golden Lions 
defense held as the 3rd quarter expired. That’s 4 shutout quarters in a row by this Lions Den defense! 

The offense took over with 11:41 left on the clock and 
started a beautiful 6-minute drive. On 2nd and 6, Egan kept 
it on the read option for 15 to take us across the 50. After a 
few trap plays to Bir we were inside their 25 and looking to 
close this one out. Their defense was certainly winded, but 
they never gave up. Jones took the sweep on the next play, 
cut it back to the right and crossed the goal line, but a down 
field penalty on the Lions brought it right back. We stayed 
true to the run and on 3rd and 1 from the 8, Jones (your other 
co-2-way player of the week) took it the rest of the way for 
the score. The PAT was blocked by a strong rush off the edge 
and we settled for the 6. 27-0 Lions with 5:36 remaining.

We rotated in some defensive help and continued to look strong. #69 junior Mark Weick and sophomores 
#40 Casey VerMuelen and #46 Walker Stevens all recorded 2 solo tackles each in the 4th. If it weren’t for 
a nice pass from Swank to Carter for 32 yards on 3rd and 5, we would’ve either forced a punt or a 4th 
down conversion. We stiffened up and held them to a field goal that was almost blocked by #2 junior Jadon 
Rogers. Our 2nd team offense started off great with a nice run by #31 sophomore Jack Graham and some 
stout blocking by sophomores #65 Joey Sanfilippo and #68 Charlie Long (there was another great block, 
but he was being held so bad I couldn’t get his #!). Unfortunately, we fumbled on the next play deep in our 
own territory, but the defense still kept them in check. On 3rd down they went to the air, but Horner was 
there to deflect away a sure touchdown. The clock ran down under 1 minute and they settled for the 3. 

Final score – Golden Lions 27, Decatur Bulldogs 6



I cannot be bought, cannot be sold, 
even if I’m sometimes made of gold. 

What am I??

        Between the Lions
Our Golden Lions are gaining momentum and turning some heads. 

With the extra attention we’re also creating some media buzz. 
I’ll collect what I find each week and share it here – Between the Lions!

Let’s start this week off with a little more home-grown love. 
If you’re new to Golden Lion football then you may not be 
aware of the pregame videos our talented students Jack Carson, 
Garrett Loges, and Christian Minchew put together. If that’s 
the case, you are severely missing out! Here’s the link to last 
week’s video (https://vimeo.com/jackcarson/moonlight), but 
don’t stop there. Go back and check them all out. 

Let’s see what a few of the local and statewide publications are saying about last week’s game and the 
match-up ahead. Here’s what GHSF Daily has to say:

When, where: 7:30 p.m. Friday, Hughes Spalding Stadium, Atlanta
Records, rankings: St. Pius is 3-1 and No. 5 in Class AAAA; Marist is 3-0 and No. 2 in AAAA
Last meeting: Marist won 35-14 in the 2017 Class AAAA semifinals
Things to know: These private Catholic schools are 5 miles apart in DeKalb County, yet play in different 
regions. Marist had won 21 straight in the series until St. Pius’ 20-17 victory in 2003. Since then, Marist leads 
7-5. They have common opponents this season. Marist beat Westminster 24-7; St. Pius won 35-9. Both are 
heavy run-first teams, especially St. Pius, which has completed only four passes in four games. The Lions 
are averaging 298.0 yards rushing. RB DeMarcus Mitchell, RB Michael Benefield and QB Connor Egan have 
one 100-yard rushing game apiece. DB/WR Zach Ranson (committed to Wake Forest) is the team’s best 
all-around player. He has had 20 solo tackles the past two weeks and is an outstanding perimeter blocker on 
offense. Marist has a similar DB/WR type, Kyle Hamilton (committed to Notre Dame). He has nearly 400 all-
purpose yards, two blocked field goals, an interception and 11 solo tackles. Marist is averaging 222.0 yards 
rushing and 141.3 passing. First-year starting QB Connor Cigelesk had his best game last week against 
Westminster, when he rushed for 112 yards and passed for 151. 

Here’s what the Dunwoody Crier had to say this week – Marist throttles Westminster, St. Pius next 

Finally, the AJC caught up with coach Paul Standard to ask 
him a few questions about this rivalry and the success of 
Catholic High School football in Georgia.

https://www.ajc.com/blog/high-school-sports/four-questions-with-
pius-head-coach-paul-standard/iSsP0B1iZG3nuymHSdsnwK/

http://www.thecrier.net/sports/article_f62b4b88-b560-11e8-b933-6be2250e7b3f.html
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Without me where would you be?
I am not your eyes, but I help you to see.

What am I??

So, here we are again Lion nation. Anothing pending match-up with our close neighbor and biggest 
rival. It’s not been a good run for our Lions over the past 3 years. Looking back to 2016, I clearly recall a 
fake punt by the War Eagles that turned that game around and led to a 13-0 Marist win. Our regular season 
contest in 2017 was one heck of a game. That one was hard fought all the way down to the wire with us 
knotted at 14-14 with a few minutes left to play. A phantom pass interference call against us (that should’ve 
been an INT) on their 6’6, 230 lb. UGA commit was the game changer there (I’ve never seen a boy that big 
fall down that easy!). But that’s the way the ball bounces and they ultimately kicked the winning field goal 
as time expired. Last, but certainly not least, there was the semi-final game last December at Marist with a 
chance to take on Blessed Trinity for the state championship. How sweet a win on that night would’ve been!               
We fought hard and were in the game at the half, but just didn’t make enough key plays to pull it out. A late 
pass by the War Eagles that was defended beautifully, but just happened to bounce right into the hands of 
another receiver for a touchdown was particularly painful. Ironically, the last time we beat Marist was in 
2015 when another senior named Egan quarterbacked the Golden Lions. That one ended 24-14 and helped 
catapult that team into the finals. Maybe that’s a good omen...hey, I’ll take any good karma I can get!

If you look at the full history of this rivalry we’re on the short end of a 33-17-3 stick with 6 of the last 
10 going to the War Eagles. Here’s how MaxPreps sees both teams in 2018.

One thing I’ve noticed about Marist is that they usually have a very large senior class, which means 
most of their starters are more mature and have had time to develop. Much the same way we’re built this 
season. The advantage I see for our Golden Lions is that our starters have more game experience. Our boys 
haven’t been watching and preparing, they’ve been DOING it on the field in game situations. That’s huge. 
We still need to execute the plays, take care of the ball and cut down on the penalties, but we’re certainly 
prepared for this game. Let’s take a quick look at their roster and see who they’ll trot out this Friday.

They’ve lost 3 of their top playermakers on offense, but they bring back one of the top playermakers in 
the state in #10 senior Kyle Hamilton (6’3, 190). He’s a 3-way player who has speed, height and athleticism, 
a true “game changer”. Let’s look back to his special teams performance against Baylor two weeks ago.      
In that game, Hamilton blocked a field goal and returned it 67 yards for a touchdown, he returned the second 
half kick 97 yards for a touchdown and he returned three punts for 44 yards. He’s #2 on the GHSF Daily 
POY Report this week. Here’s what they had to say:



DB/WR Kyle Hamilton, Marist: Hamilton had five receptions for 114 yards and blocked a field goal in a 
24-7 victory over Westminster. For the season, he has nine catches for 249 yards and a touchdown, three 
punt returns for 44 yards, two kick-off returns for 100 yards, two blocked field goals, an interception and 
11 solo tackles. A top-300 national recruit, Hamilton is committed to Notre Dame. Marist (3-0) is ranked 
No. 2 in Class AAAA.

One of their other go to 2-way players is #11 junior Matthew Houghton (he’s actually the one who 
caught the touchdown pass in last years semis). He’s listed at 6’1, but I know this kid, and I’d say he’s 
closer to 6’2, 210. He’s a strong, solid all around athlete. 

#13 junior Connor Cigelske (6’0, 177) replaces Chase Abshier at quarterback this year. Cigelske had a 
very nice game against Westminster last week where he rushed for 112 yards and was 8-of-12 passing for 
151. He’s not the fastest runner, but he runs hard and won’t shy away from a hit. He apparently does well 
by land or by air. From what I’ve seen, they’re focusing on a much more balanced offensive attack this year.

At running back they’ve got #40 sophomore Lincoln Parker (5’11, 200), #41 junior Matthew Dunmon 
(5’11, 200) and #21 junior Bradley Kaminski (5’10, 190) as their bruising H-backs. Parker carried the ball 
16 times with 2 TDs against Westminster, though his yards per carry were only 2.8. Their speed backs 
include #20 senior Jackson Brennan (5’8, 165), #28 junior Brett Zoeller (5’9, 165) and #29 senior John 
Brunner (5’8, 153). Much the same as us, if they get an opening they could take it the distance.

In the trenches they’re got good size, good speed, good technique and sound football skills. Their 
linemen and tight ends average about 210 lbs with the biggest of the bunch being #77 sophomore Davis 
McKenna (6’4, 262). This kid is mauler on run plays and surely blocks well on pass plays too. Seniors #64 
Dean Colton (6’3, 250) and #66 Jack Keddy (6’4, 223) are a presence on both sides of the ball. Their front 
lines are built much the same way as us, it’s no wonder our games are usually close. 

They look to be sound in the kicking game too with #33 senior Brendan Farrell (6’0, 178). He’s got a 
strong and accurate leg off the tee or the turf. This game could very well come down to a field goal, so the 
kicking game will no doubt be of great importance.

This will be the 31st time that Marist head coach Alan Chadwick has faced a Paul Standard Golden Lion 
team, including every Fish Bowl since 2001. Defense has prevailed throughout the series and seeing a last 
second victory or overtime game is much more common than anything resembling a shootout. Only four 
times in the 53 all-time meetings have both of the teams scored 20 or more points in a game and Marist took 
all four of them. For some, this rivalry only last for 4 years...for others, it’s been 4 decades. As the quote on 
page 1 said, “Look around. There are no enemies here. There’s just good, old-fashioned rivalry.”



This week Z spoke with senior DB/RB Jason Jones.

Z:  Congratulations on another decisive win last week.  How does it feel to be on the right side of these non-
region games this year?
JJ:  It feels pretty good, compared to the past two seasons where we didn’t do so well in the first five games.
Z:  Are y’all using the experiences of those seasons to help this year?
JJ:  I don’t think the experience gives us an edge because that happened one and two years ago.  I heard that 
we had the toughest non-region games in Pius history those seasons, so this year is a little different that way.
Z:  How are you feeling physically?
JJ:  I’ve got the wear and tear that the season gives to you, but I feel pretty good overall.
Z:  Does the team have any injury concerns at the moment?
JJ:  Not really.  Griffin Waugh and Michael Spear are back from concussions, and Same Granelli is getting 
back from a back injury, so I think we have everybody to take on Marist this week.
Z:  Well, y’all are very familiar with the system that Marist runs.  What do you know about this year’s team 
that might be different from the past couple of years?
JJ:  I’ve heard that they had a lot of seniors last year, but it’s Marist, and they always have a good program.  
It should be a good dog-fight!
Z:  Do you use anything from the way the season ended against them last year?
JJ:  I try to use that to my advantage.  Not so much for revenge, but more like a redemption tour.  We have to 
keep our composure.
Z:  What does keeping your composure look like?  How will we know that’s happening?
JJ:  Discipline.  Coach Standard always says the team that wants to block and tackle better will win the game.  
We’ve got wrap up, not jump offsides…all of our fundamentals.
Z:  This is your third year as a starter.  Would you say that you play more offense or defense?
JJ:  I would say I play defense just a little bit more than offense because we have a lot of running backs that 
we can rotate.
Z:  Do you have a preference?
JJ:  No, I like both sides.
Z:  What play do you enjoy the most?
JJ:  [name withheld for playbook confidentiality]
Z:  What happens on that play?
JJ:  Basically, I get the ball on a sweep, we have two guards pulling, and running behind Connor Brown is the 
greatest feeling in the world.  Anybody can run through that hole!

X PLUS Z



Z:  So, scoring a long touchdown is more enjoyable that getting a pick [interception]?
JJ:  Ummm, no…actually getting a pick feels a lot better because they don’t happen very often.
Z:  As your time at Pius winds down, what are you going to miss most about the football program?
JJ:  I know I don’t see it now, but I think walking in the locker room at 6:00am, and seeing everybody asleep 
on the ground, and then we all just drag ourselves into the weight room.
Z:  What are your plans beyond Pius?
JJ:  Beyond Pius, I’m applying to a couple of schools without trying to play football.  I have the option to go 
play football at Jacksonville, and I’m still hoping that some other offers might roll in by the end of the season.
Z:  What are the non-football schools?
JJ:  Georgia Southern, Clemson, Ole Miss, and Georgia State.
Z:  In your time at Pius, have you had a favorite class or teacher?
JJ:  Mr. Broussard.  He’s a very interesting guy.  He gets you thinking outside the box, and outside your 
sheltered world at St. Pius.
Z:  Where did you go to school before St. Pius?
JJ:  Tucker Middle School.
Z:  How did you end up at St. Pius?
JJ:  My uncle went to a Pius game, and he told me he thought it would be a great fit for me.  My parents 
contacted Coach Standard about me playing football here for 8th grade to see how I liked it. I guess my uncle 
turned out to be right.
Z:  Looking back, do you think that was the right decision?
JJ:  Absolutely!
Z:  What sort of pregame rituals do you have on a Friday?
JJ:  That’s a tough question.  I can’t really say I have any.  I definitely listen to music, but for some reason I 
can’t fall asleep.
Z:  What kind of music do you listen to?
JJ:  All types, but I have to say my favorite song is Midnight City.  I don’t remember who it’s by, but it gets me 
in that zone.
Z:  When you’re not playing football, what do you like to do?
JJ:  Hang out with friends, go fishing with my dad, and go out to the lake…things like that.
Z:  Where do you go fishing?
JJ:  We’ve been just about everywhere.  Florida, Louisiana, the Chattahoochee.
Z:  What’s your favorite kind of fishing?
JJ:  Deep-sea fishing is my favorite. 
Z:  What’s the biggest fish you’ve caught?
JJ:  I could not tell you.  
Z:  Come on!  Every fisherman has a story?
JJ:  I think I was about 13 and I caught a barracuda.



Z:  Okay, that’s a good story!  Did you eat it?
JJ:  I did not.
Z:  Jason, thank you for your time. Congratulations on a strong start to the season, and good luck on Friday night!
JJ:  Thank you!

Scout Team players of the week for the Dunwoody game are:

Casey Ver Muelen • Jason Warner • Joel Chatfield • Ben Dillon

Answers to riddles: 1) History  2) The Truth  3) Heart  4) Light

History is rich between two hallowed schools,
They both give their all, that much is the truth,
A Golden Lion’s heart and a War Eagle’s flight,

...to be continued under Friday Night lights

The Fish Bowl returns this Friday night! Bring your passion Lion Nation!

WE’LL SEE YOU THERE!



Individual Statistics (Final)
The Automated ScoreBook

Bulldogs vs ST.Pius (Sep 07, 2018 at Unknown)

Bulldogs ST.Pius

Rushing No. Gain Loss Net TD Lg Avg
Martize Smith 23 144 3 141 0 33 6.1
MArshall Toole 4 20 0 20 0 6 5.0
Christopher 1 1 0 1 0 1 1.0
Andre Carter 1 1 0 1 0 1 1.0
James Swank 4 3 19 -16 0 2 -4.0
TEAM 2 0 42 -42 0 0-21.0
Totals 35 169 64 105 0 33 3.0

Rushing No. Gain Loss Net TD Lg Avg
DeMarcus 15 162 0 162 0 41 10.8
Michael 5 72 0 72 1 26 14.4
Jason Jones 6 28 0 28 2 8 4.7
Jack Graham 2 25 0 25 0 14 12.5
Samuel 1 24 0 24 0 24 24.0
Jacob Pajer 1 23 0 23 0 23 23.0
James Bir 3 18 0 18 0 11 6.0
Connor Egan 7 36 23 13 1 15 1.9
TEAM 1 0 15 -15 0 0-15.0
Totals 41 388 38 350 4 41 8.5

Passing C-A-I Yds TD Long Sack
James Swank 10-18-1 85 0 32 1
Totals 10-18-1 85 0 32 1

Passing C-A-I Yds TD Long Sack
Connor Egan 0-2-1 0 0 0 2
Totals 0-2-1 0 0 0 2

Receiving No. Yards TD Long
Andre Carter 5 63 0 32
MArshall Toole 2 14 0 10
Christopher 2 9 0 7
Martize Smith 1 -1 0 0
Totals 10 85 0 32

Receiving No. Yards TD Long
Totals 0 0 0 0

Punting No. Yds Avg Long In20 TB
Kriston Esnard 5 165 33.0 37 3 0
Totals 5 165 33.0 37 3 0

Punting No. Yds Avg Long In20 TB
William Possert 1 40 40.0 40 0 0
Totals 1 40 40.0 40 0 0

Punt Kickoff Intercept
Returns No Yds Lg No Yds Lg No Yds Lg
Andre Carter 1 11 11 0 0 0 1 0 0
Martize Smith 0 0 0 1 21 21 0 0 0
Justin Weaver 0 0 0 1 3 3 0 0 0
Totals 1 11 11 2 24 21 1 0 0

Punt Kickoff Intercept
Returns No Yds Lg No Yds Lg No Yds Lg
Jacob Pajer 1 4 4 0 0 0 0 0 0
Jason Jones 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 16 16
Totals 1 4 4 0 0 0 1 16 16

Field goals Qtr Time Dist Result
Kriston Esnard 4th 01:34 37 yards Good
Kriston Esnard 4th 00:16 21 yards Good

Field goals Qtr Time Dist Result
Nolan Aldrch 3rd 01:14 41 yards Missed

Kickoffs No. Yards Avg TB OB
Kriston Esnard 3 180 60.0 3 0

Kickoffs No. Yards Avg TB OB
Nolan Aldrch 5 164 32.8 2 1

All-purpose Run Rcv KR PR IR Total
Martize Smith 141 -1 21 0 0 161
Andre Carter 1 63 0 11 0 75
MArshall Toole 20 14 0 0 0 34
Christopher 1 9 0 0 0 10

All-purpose Run Rcv KR PR IR Total
DeMarcus 162 0 0 0 0 162
Michael 72 0 0 0 0 72
Jason Jones 28 0 0 0 16 44
Jacob Pajer 23 0 0 4 0 27

FUMBLES: Bulldogs-Martize Smith 2-0; TEAM 2-0; James Swank 1-0. ST.Pius-TEAM 1-1.



Defensive Statistics (Final)
The Automated ScoreBook

Bulldogs vs ST.Pius (Sep 07, 2018 at Unknown)

# Bulldogs Solo Ast Total Sacks-Yds TFL-Yds FF FR-Yds Int-Yds BrUp Blks QBH
15 Mario Bembry 7 0 7.0 - - - - - - - -
2 Christopher 4 1 4.5 - - - - - - - -
20 Jared Lester 4 0 4.0 - - - - - - - -
99 Marcus Hood 4 0 4.0 - - - - - - - -
57 Collin Warren 4 0 4.0 1.0-4 - - - - - - -
1 Hunter Harris 3 1 3.5 - - - - - - - -
61 Hunter 2 0 2.0 - - - - - - - -
13 Javel Wilson 1 0 1.0 - - - - - - - -
12 Andre Carter 1 0 1.0 - - - - 1-0 - - -
70 Noah Sittig 1 0 1.0 - - - - - - - -
66 66 1 0 1.0 - - - - - - - -
53 Connor Ramming 1 0 1.0 - - - - - - - -
16 Justin Weaver 1 0 1.0 - - - - - - - -
32 Khaleeq Pickney 0 0 0.0 1.0-19 - - - - - - -
T TEAM 0 0 0.0 - - - 1-0 - - 1 -

Totals 34 2 35.0 2.0-23 0.0-0 0 1-0 1-0 0 1 0

# ST.Pius Solo Ast Total Sacks-Yds TFL-Yds FF FR-Yds Int-Yds BrUp Blks QBH
85 Chris Miller 7 0 7.0 - - - - - - - -
50 Sam Granelli 4 1 4.5 1.0-4 - - - - - - -
23 Zachary Ranson 3 1 3.5 - 1.0-3 - - - - - -
26 Samuel 3 0 3.0 - - - - - - - -
78 Cam Wooden 2 1 2.5 - - - - - - - -
40 Casey 2 0 2.0 - - - - - - - -
6 Gavin McElroy 2 0 2.0 - - - - - - - -
34 Marc Weick 2 0 2.0 - - - - - - - -
46 Walker Stevens 2 0 2.0 - 1.0-3 - - - - - -
15 Patrick Molnar 1 1 1.5 - - - - - - - -
12 NIck Joiner 1 0 1.0 - - - - - - - -
25 Ted Wach 1 0 1.0 - - - - - - - -
3 Matthew Horner 1 0 1.0 - - - - - - - -
24 Jacob Pajer 1 0 1.0 - - 1 - - - - -
77 William Kibler 1 0 1.0 - - - - - - - -
4 James Bir 1 0 1.0 - - - - - - - -
32 Patrick Kremer 1 0 1.0 - - - - - - - -
93 William Possert 1 0 1.0 - - - - - - - -
74 Benji McKey 1 0 1.0 - - - - - - - -
9 Jason Jones 0 0 0.0 - - - - 1-16 1 - -

Totals 37 4 39.0 1.0-4 2.0-6 1 0-0 1-16 1 0 0


