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ST. PIUS X GOLDEN LIONS
vs.

DECATUR BULLDOGS
Friday, September 7, 2018, 7:30 p.m.

At George B. Maloof Stadium



To our valued sponsors we say THANK YOU!
*Click the logos for a quick link to each website

This week both the Pius and Decatur high school football communities will have to take a slight detour 
from their intended paths due to some unavoidable delays with field modifications at 

Decatur’s stadium. The good news for St. Pius is that we get to host another “home” 
game (it will still be considered an away game on the schedule), plus we’ll see 
some unexpected concession funds for our program. The bad news for Decatur is 
that they lose a home game and some anticipated funds for their program. We will 

be gracious hosts, as we always are, and will make this week run as smoothly as 
possible, as we always do. So please bare in mind that this week, more than any other, 

our guests deserve a little more hospitality. That’s what families do, and that is most 
definitely what St. Pius is.

On a separate, but very related note, this game also gives us the opportunity to 
have our Pink-Out game on a Friday that is not Homecoming, which as it turns 

out will be our only home game in October. So, we’ll be a little early with our 
display of pink this year in recognition of breat cancer awareness month. All in 

all, this change of events is a win-win-win for our program. 

If you dig down below the surface and look at the underlying significance, you’ll definitely find some 
symbolism at play here. While a Pink-Out game is a nice rallying theme for sports programs across the 
country, it should never be viewed as a marketing ploy. It’s purpose is to heighten the awareness of breast 
cancer, offer strength and encouragement to families who are in the midst of the battle, and finally to pay 
tribute to those who have fought bravely. It’s a meaningful event and a prideful display for every program 
and its supporters. Breast cancer is most definitely a detour from an intended path.

http://familypracticecenterpc.com/atlanta-sports-medicine/
http://bambinellispizza.com/
http://www.bevshop.co/
http://benchwarmersgrill.com/
https://www.cssfirm.com/
http://www.geherenlaw.com/
https://hudsongrille.com/
http://www.magbee.com/
https://www.nathansdrivingschool.com/
http://www.southernjewelryinsurance.com/
http://turnerprofessionals.com/
http://www.edvoyles.com/
https://ww5.komen.org/
https://www.georgiaeyeassociates.com/
https://hudsongrille.com/


The other aspect of symbolism at work here is that this disease greatly impacts the home. It changes 
your daily routines, impacts financial security, inflicts physical and emotional distress, and affects both 
your direct and extended families. In many cases, families must travel to find the best care possible. 
Sometimes that’s across town, but other times it’s across the country. Living 
in Atlanta we are fortunate to have so many great hospitals and foundations 
to help these families. Take a moment to pray for those families that have to 
up-root from their homes in hopes of finding their cure.

The final thing that this week represents is that with the proper planning, 
even an altered path can be put back on track, so get screened ladies! Let this 
early Pink-Out be a bright pink flair for early detection in our community. 
I’d like to think that this week and our school are the right time and place 
for this unexpected change of plans. So come out this Friday night, help 
welcome our Decatur neighbors, cheer on your Golden Lions and wear your 
brightest and loudest pink attire...within reason, of course.

Stronger than a rock, though I can ride upon a breeze, 
I have been around since back in ancient Greece, 

Killer of trees, holder of history,
I’ll cut you if you are not careful with me.

What am I??
We came into last Friday night’s late summer contest as 9-point home dogs, so I’ve been told, to the 

Westminster Wildcats. Fair enough I suppose, but you might want to ask Jefferson and Troup how that 
worked for them last year. The Wildcats were off to a great 2-0 start against quality programs and looked 
to be for real. They were ranked #19 in the state and displayed some swagger as they entered our campus 
(though they were fairly quiet on the way out). Conversely, we were ranked #49 with a poor showing 
against a really good team and a really good showing against a poor team. Here’s what MaxPreps had to 
say coming into this one.

“St. Pius X Catholic will look to defend their home turf on Friday against Westminster at 7:30 PM. 
The MaxPreps rankings say the odds are against St. Pius X Catholic, but that can only make 
success all the sweeter.
St. Pius X Catholic was the big favorite in their most recent match, and for good reason. Everything 
went their way against Dunwoody last Friday as they made off with a 45-17 win. The margin 
was wide but not a surprise since St. Pius X Catholic are ranked far ahead of Dunwoody in the 
MaxPreps rankings.
Westminster can thank their lucky stars for their victory over Greater Atlanta Christian last week. 
The final score was a hard-fought 22-21. Having pegged this as anyone’s game, the MaxPreps 
rankings were right on the nose.
Their wins bumped Westminster to 2-0 and St. Pius X Catholic to 1-1. While both teams are coming 
in off of wins, only one will triumph this week. Who will it be ? Watch the game and check back in 
with MaxPreps for details.”



The crowd made their way to their seats in 
preparation for the traditional Lion Walk on another 
perfect night. I’ve heard rumors that Coach Standard 
has a magic crystal ball when it comes to the weather for 
home games. Tonight’s captains, seniors #13 Michael 
Benefield, #85 Chris Miller, #53 Steven Hudson and   
#3 Matthew Horner, strolled quietly, but confidently 
to the field for handshakes and the coin toss. The 
Lions donned their blue jerseys and white pants while 
Westminster was all in white. Same as last week, our 
Lions would kick and start on defense. I’m not sure who 
won the toss, but I always like stating on defense. Once the pleasantries were complete, it was time for 
business. Both teams broke through their banners and took their places for the opening kick off.

#39 senior Nolan Aldrich sent the 
kick to the left and over the goal line 
for a touchback. #6 junior quarterback 
Parks Harbor, also a top baseball 
prospect, brought his team out for their 
first series. They lined up with 4 wide 
outs and #4 junior Paul Weathington in 
the backfield. Harbor dropped back to 
pass, but our coverage was locked in. 
He thought he saw some room to run up 
the middle, but Chris Miller converged 

on him once he broke the pocket and dropped him for no gain. On second down they brought #22 junior 
Will Hallmark in motion from the left and gave him the hand off for a right sweep. He found an opening 
and took it up field at the hash. As he approached the 30, #12 junior Nick Joiner filled the hole and hit the 
runner low. A fraction of a second later #23 senior 
Zach Ranson flew in and hit him high sending #22 
into a horizontal 360 degree spin. That my friends 
is what’s called a helicopter tackle. Hallmark lost 
control of the ball and Miller was there to pounce 
on it. 2 plays, 1 turnover and a great start for the 
Lions defense.

While that was certainly a great start for our 
Lions, sometimes in life you’re dealt a sufficient 
counter punch (and a slight detour), which is what 
happened on the very next play. #29 senior Demarcus 
Mitchell took the hand off over left guard and was met instantaneously by #55 senior LB Matthew Schmal 
who forced a fumble. A good play by Schmal and an unfortunate turn of events for our Lions. The plays 
cancelled themselves out and we were back to all square.



1st down was a run play to #4 that was immediately met by C. Miller. On 2nd down, we forced Harbor 
out of the pocket left and looked to have a sack. He somehow managed to complete an ugly forward pitch 
pass that barely cleared the defender #26 senior Sam Schwaner and fell into the hands of #3 senior Grant 
Matzigkeit just as Ranson delivered the hit. 13-yard gain, 1st and 10 from the 43.

They went back to the sweep to #22 on first down, the same play that ended poorly 
last time, and managed only 3 yards after being met by seniors #50 Sam Granelli, 
C. Miller and Schwaner. Another run on 2nd was stuffed by #78 sophomore Cam 
Wooden, #15 senior Patrick Molnar and Granelli for a gain of just 3. They went deep 
down the right sideline to #7 senior Luke Jannetta, but #9 senior Jason Jones (your 
defensive player of the week) was stride for stride with him and the ball sailed out of 
bounds. Jones repeatedly punished receivers on the short sideline routes all night long.                   
They might catch it for a 4 or 5 yard gain, but they were taking a memory back to the 
huddle with them every time. 

#24 junior Jacob Pajer (your co-special teams player of the week) dropped back to 
return the punt. The kick was high and fell into #24’s waiting arms at the 11-yard line. 
Most returners would signal a fair catch on a high punt with defenders breathing down their neck, but 
not Jacob. He took it straight up the middle between 2 Wildcats and reached the 24 before being tackled.

#18 senior Connor Egan took the 1st down snap 
and made a brilliant option fake before cutting it 
back up field for a gain of 14. It worked once, so 
why not try again? This time Egan gained 11 and 
we were near midfield. But the Wildcats defense 
stiffened up and forced a punt on 4th and 5 from the 
48 by #93 senior Will Possert.

Westminster took control at the 19 and began one 
of their best drives of the night. They did a good job 
of mixing run and pass and had us guessing. A string 
of positive plays of 8, 8, 7, 6 and 14 yards had them 

1st and 10 at our 38. Harbon threw a quick screen to #4 on first down that was quickly closed off by Joiner 
then finished by Pajer for a 2-yard loss. On 2nd and 12, #77 senior William Kibler took on 2 defenders, 
drove them both back and forced Harbor to run out of bounds for a 2-yard loss. A phenomenal play. 3rd 
down saw #19 senior Nance Hill take a WR screen that had some space. Ranson and Pajer closed on him 
in a hurry and it was 4th down. For most teams a 52-yard FG attempt wouldn’t even be a consideration, 
but not if #18 senior, and Duke University commit, Charlie Ham is your kicker. The 52 yard attempts 
was off cleanly and barely snuck in over the cross bar for 3. Gotta give him credit for that one, nice kick 
son. There are plenty of college teams out there who need a good kicker, like right now. Did you see that 
Washington–Auburn game? Eeek.

We took over on our 20 with the quarter winding down. 1 run by Mitchell, 2 runs each by Egan and 
Benefield, with #13 showing some remarkable balance after taking 3 or 4 hits, and we were across the 40 
as the quarter ended with a 3-0 Wildcats lead.



The 2nd quarter picked up right where we left off. Egan (your 
offensive player of the week) took the snap, faked the dive to Mitchell 
and cut it up field off tackle. With key blocks from #56 senior Trent 
Gavron on the interior, #85 Miller on the edge, and #25 senior Ted 
Wach on the safety, Egan showed his quickness and made it all the way 
into the red zone for a pick up of 39. 3 more runs and we were 1st and 
goal from the 9. Egan faked the hand off to #15 senior Patrick Molnar 
who took a monstrous shot (that’s called taking one for the team!) 
and Egan found a gapping hole behind Carney, Gavron, C. Miller 
and Wach for the TD. Aldrich 
(your co-special teams player of 
the week) addfed the PAT and the 
Lions were on top 7-3.

The Wildcats showed they weren’t going away any time soon. 
They chipped away at another good drive with a few key 3rd down 
conversions. They were knocking on the red zone door, 1st down at the 
27. A Wildcat penalty, a “book-end” sack by C. Miller and Kibler, and 
a beautifully defended deep pass by Pajer brought a 3rd and long from 
the 43. A 9-yard Harbor to Hill pass gave them just enough for a 50-
yard FG attempt by #18. The snap and set were good, but #3 went for 
the inside block on Schwaner and left Pajer free on the edge. Seizing the moment, Pajer launched himself 
in front of the holder and blocked the kick. He jumped to his feet, tracked the ball and recovered it at the 
50. Wow! Now THAT’S what I call an X-Factor!

With the clock winding down under 2 minutes we were looking to take a double-digit lead going into 
the half. After a penalty on 2nd down, Egan dropped back looking deep. The rush was good and Egan 

somehow eluded the sack and scrambled left. #70 junior 
Joseph Miller drove his man deep to the left, #55 senior 
Connor Brown picked up the trailing DT, #72 senior 
Ryan Carney cut off the LB and Jones held off the DB 
allowing Egan to get out of bounds for a 36-yard gain. 
Tag on a late hit penalty and we had 1st and 10 at the 
16 with a minute remaining. Egan was already at 100 
yards rushing and a TD and we were still in the 2nd 
quarter. A holding penalty pushed us back 10 yards, but 
we didn’t flinch. On a 7-yard drop, Egan looked to the 
end zone and found Chris Miller (your 2-way player of 
the week) all alone for the touchdown. The kick was 
good and it was Lions 14, Wildcats 3.

The ensuing kick was fielded inside the 5 in the left corner...maybe not such a good idea. Seniors 
#6 Gavin McElroy and #62 Anthony Tiberia were there to take the runner to the ground before he even 
reached the 15. In the 2nd half Tiberia, also a standout lacrosse player, would sadly leave the game with a 
knee injury. Many prayers are coming your way, Anthony!



The Wildcats desperately wanted to seize the momentum going into the half and were quickly at their 
own 40. Some stiff D by the Lions and a near pick by Jones, and once again we forced a Wildcat punt. 
Pajer called for a fair catch inside the 20, we ran 1 play and that would be the half with the Golden Lions 
on top 14-3.

I can bring tears to your eyes, resurrect the dead, 
make you smile, and reverse time. 

I form in an instant but I last a lifetime. 
What am I??

The other thing I love about going on defense to begin a game is getting the ball first in the 2nd half. 
If you end the 1st half on an up note then you have a great chance to follow it up. After a loss of 2 on 1st 
down, Pajer took the option pitch from Egan and found a gap between Benefield, who sealed his man 
in, and #27 senior William Queen, who forced his man out, for a gain of 16. Benefield took 3 hand offs 
in a row and we were in Wildcat territory. But after a few more positive plays and a 15 yard cut block 
penalty we were looking at 3rd and long. Egan dropped back, had a pocket and delivered a bullet into tight 
coverage intended for Benefield at the 35. The defender, #12 junior Chance Loeffler, made a nice play and 
deflected it at the last second for an incompletion. A good drive, but it still meant we had to punt.

The punt was short and taken across the Wildcats 35 by #22. Similar to the BT game, we kept forcing 
3rd downs with good tackles on 1st and 2nd, but just the same way, Westminster kept converting to extend 
the drive. #75 junior Lawson Shultz and #78 sophomore Cam Wooden repeatedly plugged the middle 
and forced plays elsewhere. We played sound defense, but somehow they’d scramble or find a receiver 
that came open late. Finally, we forced another 3rd down, this time from the 9. Could we hold them to 
3? Harbor dropped back, and again we had great coverage across the secondary. He tucked it, made one 
move to the inside and crossed the goal line. He fumbled the ball at about the time he scored, so there 
was a little uncertainty about when it happened. No such luck, the score counted. They decided to go for 
2 to make it a 3-point game, but Ranson was there (he seemed to be “there” a LOT in this game) to stuff 
the run at the 2. The Wildcats had closed the margin to 1 score at 14-9 and we had a fight on our hands.

The Cats felt like they were back in the game after stopping 
our offense and taking it 65 yards for a TD. But let me tell you 
Lion nation, our next drive was to be the key drive of the entire 
game. After a 3-yard gain on 1st down by Wach, Coach Standard 
unexpectedly called a pass play on 2nd down…and it was 
beautiful! Egan dropped back 7 yards and delivered a strike to 
Benefield in stride at the 50. #13 shook off 2 tackles before being 
brought down at the 16. In my opinion, the play of the game. On 
2nd down from the 7, “Moose” (I hope it’s ok if I call you that) 
took it up the middle and carried 2 defenders across the goal. 
Effort, strength and desire on display. The PAT was good and we 
were back to a 2 score lead.



Motivation and adrenaline tend to come in waves. Ride it when it’s high, ride it out when it’s low. 
Many a game has been won, lost or turned around because of this type of wave. We were on its crest, saw 
an opening, and took full advantage. We again kicked the ball to the left corner at the 5 and converged on 
the returner at the 15. On 2nd and long, following an offensive penalty, 
Harbor dropped back to pass. Schwaner stuck tight to his man’s hip 
and moved him slightly off his route. The pass was high and Joiner 
was there at the 35 for the gift. He returned it to the 30 and we were 
suddenly looking at putting this one away. As we’ve been known to do, 
we landed a 1 play upper cut to the chin strap. Mitchell took the hand 
off behind the law firm of Miller, Miller and Hudson (I’m sure there’s 
a 1-800 # somewhere) and raced 30 yards for the score. 1 “Pic-Nick”, 
2 “Moose Crossings”, and a 3 score lead. The jungle was alive!       

THAT’S 35 PUSH-UPS GIRLS!

As the quarter ended, you could see the Wildcats were in a bit of 
disarray. They were after all favored coming in. The one thing they had 
going for them was they were built for a come back. They’d shown 
that just a week ago against a solid GAC team. They had a QB that 
could air it out and receivers that were tall and fast. 

Just as expected, they took a deep shot that had a slight chance, but fell incomplete. They came back to 
another WR screen that Pajer immediately closed on…that boy is fast. On 4th down they had no choice, 
they had to go for it. Harbor dropped back, had a pocket, and launched a rocket to the right towards #19. 
Jones closed in from the left, Joiner from the right, and the pass was deflected away. Turn over on downs. 

It was 28-9 with 10 minutes remaining on the clock. The final blow came on a 20-yard run to the right 
by Benefield behind #32 senior Patrick Kremer, Carney, Mitchell and Wach. The proverbial nail in the 
coffin. On the next series our 1st team D turned them over on downs and then turned the reins over to our 
next-gen Lions. Final score, St. Pius 35, Westminster 9.

Once again, the results look sweet on the scoreboard and the stats look pretty nice too. On paper, 
this one was pretty even in some categories and vastly different in others (the final score being the most 
obvious). Total yards, time of possession, first downs, punts and penalties were all very even, which 
is unusual for such a lopsided score. Where we won the biggest was on yards per play, yards per rush,          
red zone chances and turnovers. It’s interesting that they ran 24 more plays than we did and had 7 more 
3rd down conversions. That is usually a bad sign. In this case it just means we scored FAST! 

 Wildcats Lions
Total offense plays  67  43
Average Gain Per Play  4.9  9.0
Average Per Rush  4.3  7.5
Turnovers  2  1
Third-Down Conversions  9 of 17  2 of 5
Red-Zone Scores-Chances  1-1  3-3



        Between the Lions
Our Golden Lions are gaining momentum and turning some heads. 

With the extra attention we’re also creating some media buzz. 
I’ll collect what I find each week and share it here – Between the Lions!

Lets lead off this inagural section with a little home grown 
love. Our ESPX crew does a great job each week filming, 
calling and breaking down the games. If you’re traveling or 
can’t make an away game then here’s your ticket to the action 
(NFHS Network). Luke Winstel and the ESPX crew actually 
got a MUCH BIGGER shout-out than mine on Fox 5 News last 
Friday night. Go to the following Twitter link (https://twitter.
com/SPXWebcast/status/1035893372572057600), check it out 
and give them some “like”. The previously mentioned helicopter 
tackle/fumble was captured nicely by the Fox camera crew...
sorry moms, you might want to turn away on this one. Congrats 
ESPX, keep up the stellar work! 

We also had a completely different set of reporters and camera crew at the game capturing the action. 
Sportal covers high school sports through their media arm SportalNews. They also live broadcast high 
school games and produce features and highlights on SportalTV. Here’s the article and videos from our 
game: https://sportalspace.com/news/all/2407. Make sure you read all the way to the bottom of the article, 
Chris Miller gets some nice props for his defensive performance.

Here’s what MaxPreps had to say after the game:

“Westminster began this season with upsets over Woodward Academy (56-31) and Greater Atlanta 
Christian (22-21) but was brought to earth last week by another top team, St. Pius. Westminster 
might have drawn first blood on Friday, but it was St. Pius X Catholic who got the last laugh. 
Westminster found themselves the reluctant recipients of an unpleasant 9-35 punch to the gut 
against St. Pius X Catholic. The loss was a vexing one since Westminster was expected to win 
based on their state ranking.” 

A vexing loss and “an unpleasant 9-35 punch to the gut” – X approves of your description. On top of that 
a few of our boys got some extra love from Georgia High School Football Daily this week.

“Best of the rest – St. Pius DB Zach Ranson had 10 tackles (eight solo), broke up three passes and 
forced a fumble in a 35-9 victory over Westminster.”

“Lines of distinction – The St. Pius offensive line of Joe Miller, Steven Hudson, Connor Brown, Ryan 
Carney, Trent Gavron, Chris Miller and Patrick Kremer was the catalyst for the Lions’ 301 yards 
rushing in a 35-9 victory over Westminster.”

https://www.nfhsnetwork.com/schools/st-pius-x-catholic-high-school-atlanta-ga
https://twitter.com/SPXWebcast/status/1035893372572057600
https://twitter.com/SPXWebcast/status/1035893372572057600
https://sportalspace.com/news
https://sportalspace.com/tv
https://sportalspace.com/news/all/2407


As your ideas grow, I shrink.
What am I??

This week’s opponents are the Decatur Bulldogs. It really has been hailing cats and dogs lately!            
The Bulldogs occupy a spot in Region 6-AAAAA, which suprisingly consists of 8 teams, as opposed to 
our 5 team region. They are coached by Cody Cory who just entered his 2nd season as their head coach. 
From 2013-2018 the Bulldogs went 25-27, so some good, some bad. So far this year they’ve lost to 
Lakeside 21-20 and beat Miller Grove 19-12. They were off last week, so they’ve had an extra week to 
prepare for us. I wouldn’t be at all surprised if a few of the coaches were in attendance at our last game. 
And talk about school history and tradition...Decatur High School was founded in 1914. 

On defense, the Bulldogs will mostly run a traditional 3-4-4 scheme. At the center of it all are 2 fast 
and physical defenders. #57 senior Collin Warren (5’11, 205) is the middle linebacker. He’s a downhill, 
attacking player that gets off of blocks well and finds the ball. Next to him is # 5 senior Antonio Kilgore 
(5’5, 162). His measurements don’t look very impressive, but this guy has a great motor and he goes FULL 
speed every play. He’s the spark plug for the defense and will surely chase a play down that looks like 
it’s over. At strong safety is #9 senior Eli Prejean (5’10, 170). He closes quickly to the line of scrimmage 
on run plays and does a good job of reading the QB and receivers on pass plays. There’s sure to be a few 
“Moose” sightings in his neck of the woods. They have 2 solid cover corners in #2 senior Christopher 
Stephens (5’10, 160) and #16 sophomore Justin Weaver (5’8, 160). They both have good speed, take good 
drops and use their hands well to get off of blocks. What they’ve likely yet to encounter is a group of wide 
outs that LOVE to block down field as much as ours. 

On the defensive front they have decent, but not overwhelming size. The same could be said for us, 
so we know the numbers don’t tell the whole story. DT #61 junior Hunter Ellspermann (6’5, 210) brings 
all he’s got. He’s quick off the ball and hits the gap hard. A backfield disruptor you might say. #99 senior 
Marcus Hood (6’4, 210) is the nose guard. He also likes to shoot the gap and has good feet for a big man. 
The other DT is #13 Javel Wilson (6’3, 215). He plays physical and is an excellent pass rusher in drop back 
situations. We’ll have to be aware of pursuit from the back side when we’re pulling guards.

X doesn’t have much to go on for the offense, so I’ll give you a few basics. #10 junior James Swank 
(5’11, 170) is the quarterback. He moves well when forced from the pocket and can throw a pretty accurate 
ball on the run. #7 sophomore Isaac Dimmock (6’0, 180) is one of their young receivers. Good radius, 
good hands and good speed. The previously mentioned Antonio Kilgore is a 2-way player that will line 
up at the other wide out. #12 senior Andre Carter (5’10, 160) is their slot receiver. We did a great job of 
containing all-state receiver Ryan Davis in week 1, so with some more of the same we should be able to 
keep Mr. Carter in check. #44 sophomore Martize Smith (5’9, 172) is their bowling ball running back. 
Much like our RBs, if he has room to run, he might just be gone. He’s a north-south runner, so the key is 
to fill space and make him move laterally. 

On the offensive line I see some good size, starting with their center #76 senior Bryan Crawford (5’7, 
260). Talk about a low center of gravity! If you try and hit the gap on him he’ll drive you right out of the 
play. I hate to say it boys, but the best way to take this bull on is by the horns. #75 Temesgen Yohannes 
(6’0, 235), #58 junior Keyshawn Cyriaque (5’9, 250), #65 senior Clinton Trawick (6’1, 245) and the 
previously mentioned Hunter Ellspermann look to round out their front line on offense. 

Stay committed to the game plan, focus on your assignments, win the turnover battle and we’ll have a 
great chance of coming out of this one with another W.



This week Z spoke with senior center Conner Brown.

Z:  Congratulations on a nice win over a quality opponent in Westminster last week!

CB:  Yes sir, thank you!  We all thought it was a pretty good team win.

Z:  Were you surprised at the margin of victory?

CB:  As a team, overall, we weren’t surprised.  It’s where we think we should be.  I just think we’re excited 
because we knew we could be at this point, where we’re beating teams by this amount, but we weren’t there 
yet.  Obviously, the first week against BT didn’t go as well as we would have liked.  But, against an opponent 
like Westminster, to score that many points and win by that many points, felt good.

Z:  How are you feeling physically at this point of the season?

CB:  I’m just starting to get sore, but our new strength coach, Coach Liccardo, is really taking care of our 
bodies.  We’re stretching a lot, and that’s helping.  I’m feeling pretty good.

Z:  This is your third year starting on the offensive line.  What positions have you played in that time?

CB:  Sophomore year, I played center for a half in the first game, and then I played guard the rest of the time.  
All of junior year I played at guard, and this year I’m back at center.

Z:  Do you like that switch?

CB:  It’s not my favorite, but it’s what the team needs right now, so I’ll do whatever the team needs.

Z:  Why do you prefer guard over center?

CB:  I’ve just always liked being the lead blocker, pulling and having the running back follow behind me on 
the edge.  Running out in space.  I’ve always just liked that.

Z:  Now, when I think of a good offensive lineman, I think of someone who’s a little mean…a little crazy.  Do 
you fall into that category?

CB:  Yes sir.  As our offensive line coach, Coach Garrison, says, “Nasty”.  That’s how we describe ourselves. 

Z:  What’s nasty about you?

CB:  Every single play I fire off the ball low.  I may not be the biggest player, but I’ll get low and underneath 
you, and I won’t stop driving my feet.

Z:  How have you progressed as a player in your time at Pius?

CB:  My freshman year, I hurt my back, so I was only allowed to play one position.  I chose defense, because 
I always thought I’d be a defensive player.  But then, my sophomore year they needed me on offense.  I never 
thought I was as good on offensive line, because I was a linebacker.  I’ve just grown so much with all my 
coaches.  I saw how important technique is, and size doesn’t always matter.  We play kids that have five or six 
inches on me, and maybe 50 to 80 pounds, and it doesn’t matter.

X PLUS Z



Z:  You’re pretty confident no matter who you’re going up against?

CB:  It makes it more fun when we take down big teams with Alabama commits,…Clemson commits.  It makes 
it more fun!

Z:  The last two seasons, the games against some of those big commits at GAC and Benedictine, didn’t go so 
well.  What’s different this year?

CB:  Last year, I think that was early on in the season.  Against BT, we didn’t know exactly where we needed to 
be.  Later in the season against Troup, they had a lot of big players.  I just think we’re overall more confident.  
Last season we were coming off a 2-9 season, and right out of the gate we were playing against these highly 
ranked teams.  I think we were just kind of nervous.  In both of those games, it was close in the first half, and 
it was the second half that we fell off.

Z:  You’re playing a different non-region schedule this year, with a lot of teams you’ve never seen before.  How 
do you prepare for that?

CB:  Just like any other week.  The coaches give us everything we need.  We have film of every game they’ve 
played the last couple of years.  We practice three days a week, and we watch film three days a week. 

Z:  Are you a big film guy.  Do you enjoy that part of it?

CB:  Yes sir.  I was just watching some film before this.  I enjoy it.  It just helps you because you know what 
you’re going to do in a game.  You kind of know what you’re going up against.  It’s kind of like getting the 
answers to the test before the test.

Z:  What are the questions this week against Decatur?

CB:  The main question right now is what defense they are going to come out in.  We have an idea, but 
sometimes they line up in different places.  So basically, just go back to our base rules, and do what we’re 
supposed to do, and we’ll be fine.

Z:  Tell me about the relationship you have with your fellow offensive linemen?

CB:  It’s hard to describe in words, but it’s awesome.  My sophomore year was the first time I experienced a 
true brotherhood with the team because I was with all seniors on the offensive line.  They brought me in, and 
it just felt like brothers.  The thing about it is that it forms over time, so we’re all getting really close now.  We 
went to dinner tonight, lineman night, and we do that every Wednesday night during the season.  It forms over 
time, and as it forms I feel like it just helps us on the field.  We’re not questioning, “Is he going to block this?”  
We know we’re going to get our guys.

Z:  As the one with the most experience on the line, do you feel like you have a roll as a leader?

CB:  Yes sir, since I’m the only returning starter.  I feel like I know all the positions.  I’ve been in the blowout 
wins, the blowout losses, and the close games.  I feel like it’s the same with Connor Egan since we’ve both been 
starting the same time.  We both lead the huddle on offense.  

Z:  As your time at Pius is coming to a close, what are you going to miss most about your time in the football 
program?

CB:  Overall, it’s going to be weird, because I’m used to hanging out with my closest friends every day.  Going 
down to practice, seeing them bright and early in the morning, and then again after wins and losses.  Just 
being with the family, the tradition, the brotherhood…everything about it.



Z:  Do you have any aspirations to play after Pius?

CB:  No, I do not at the moment.

Z:  What are your college plans?

CB:  I’m applying to the University of Mississippi and University of Alabama.

Z:  Where did you go to middle school?

CB:  OLA

Z:  Did you play any other sports growing up?

CB:  I played basketball and baseball.

Z:  Why did you choose football over those?

CB:  I’ve always been a bigger kid, and I’ve always just liked hitting someone.  Not like anger management, 
but in games. (laughing)  I just find it more fun to run people over and tackle people.

Z:  Do you have any siblings?

CB:  I have an older brother who’s a junior at Mississippi.  I have a younger sister who’s a sophomore at Pius, 
and a younger brother who’s in 7th grade at OLA.

Z:  What has been your favorite class or teacher at Pius?

CB:  I’ve always been a history guy, and probably my favorite teachers were Coach Carter and Coach Parr.  
They’ve always made history fun, and I’ve always liked learning about American history.

Z:  What do you like to spend your time on when you’re not playing football?

CB:  If I’m not playing, then I’m watching football or playing Madden with Trent Gavron and Nolan Aldrich.

Z:  What teams do you pull for?

CB:  The Baltimore Ravens.  My whole family is from up there. My mom and dad grew up there, and we go up 
there a lot.

Z:  What’s the atmosphere like in the locker room these days?

CB:  The jokesters are definitely Moose Mitchell and Matthew Horner.  The one person that a lot of people 
think is quiet, but has a good humor about him is Nolan Aldrich.  Overall, it’s a fun, positive locker room.  
We’re pretty much all friends, and there’s no negativity.  

Z:  Do you have any pregame rituals on Fridays?

CB:  Not really.  Just sleep, tape, and listen to some music. 

Z:  What do you listen to?

CB:  Pretty much anything…country, rap, pop.

Z:  Thank you very much for your time, and good luck on Friday night!

CB:  Yes sir, thank you!



I have no voice but I can teach you all there is to know.
I have spines and hinges but I am not a door.
Once I’ve told you all, I cannot tell you more.

What am I??

If you’ve made it to the bells this year then you’ve noticed that Coach Standard is pushing for some 
participation with singing the alma mater. For those who aren’t familiar with the words (like X), here’s a 
quick cheat sheet. I fully expect we’ll be back at the bells this Friday night. Here ya go! 

St. Pius X Catholic High School Alma Mater

Domini Sumus: We are the Lord’s, 
Ring out the bells of St. Pius, 

Echoes resounding in golden tone, 
A spirit that’s hers alone.

We’re proud of you our Alma Mater, 
Because of you we’re strong. 

St. Pius Tenth, with you we’ll triumph, 
To your call we throng.

From your wisdom and your courage, 
We learn to banish fear, 

Searching for life’s dream and promise, 
Finding guidance near. 

When from you we are departed, 
When our four years are spent, 

St. Pius, we’ll ever honor, 
Ideals you represent.



Scout Team players of the week for the Dunwoody game are:

Mason Benefield • Grayson Carney • Jack Parker • Salim Miller

A big CONGRATS go out to our Freshman and JV teams for their impressive wins in comeback fashion 
against Marist and Woodward last week! Marist, Woodward AND Westminster all in one week...

someone up there loves ‘em some Golden Lion football!!

Answers to riddles: 1) Paper, 2) Memory, 3) Pencil, 4) Book

On paper the Wildcats should’ve claimed victory,
Ask Jefferson and Troup about that memory.

Best use a pencil instead of a pen,
So you can update that book from a loss to a win!

Don’t forget this Friday night is a PINK-OUT!

WE’LL SEE YOU THERE!

P.S. Happy Birthday Coach Standard!



Individual Statistics (4th qtr [03:34])
The Automated ScoreBook

Westminster vs ST.Pius (Aug 31, 2018 at Unknown)

Westminster ST.Pius

Rushing No. Gain Loss Net TD Lg Avg
Paul 16 89 0 89 0 17 5.6
Parks Harber 9 43 9 34 1 24 3.8
Andrew Dotson 5 18 2 16 0 10 3.2
Will Hallmark 3 10 2 8 0 7 2.7
Tripp Wood 1 4 0 4 0 4 4.0
Jake Jones 1 1 0 1 0 1 1.0
Totals 35 165 13 152 1 24 4.3

Rushing No. Gain Loss Net TD Lg Avg
Connor Egan 11 117 2 115 1 39 10.5
DeMarcus 10 66 0 66 2 30 6.6
Michael 8 59 0 59 1 20 7.4
James Bir 4 36 0 36 0 13 9.0
Jacob Pajer 1 16 0 16 0 16 16.0
Ted Wach 2 10 0 10 0 7 5.0
Jack Graham 1 2 0 2 0 2 2.0
Jason Jones 2 2 0 2 0 2 1.0
Jadon Rogers 1 0 5 -5 0 0 -5.0
Totals 40 308 7 301 4 39 7.5

Passing C-A-I Yds TD Long Sack
Parks Harber 19-32-1 175 0 26 1
Totals 19-32-1 175 0 26 1

Passing C-A-I Yds TD Long Sack
Connor Egan 2-3-0 87 1 60 0
Totals 2-3-0 87 1 60 0

Receiving No. Yards TD Long
Grant 4 57 0 19
Paul 4 33 0 26
John O. Islar 4 30 0 14
Nance Hill 4 25 0 9
Luke Jannetta 2 32 0 19
Will Hallmark 1 -2 0 0
Totals 19 175 0 26

Receiving No. Yards TD Long
Michael 1 60 0 60
Chris Miller 1 27 1 27
Totals 2 87 1 60

Punting No. Yds Avg Long In20 TB
Charlie Ham 2 80 40.0 41 1 0
Totals 2 80 40.0 41 1 0

Punting No. Yds Avg Long In20 TB
William Possert 1 29 29.0 29 1 0
Michael 1 28 28.0 28 0 0
Totals 2 57 28.5 29 1 0

Punt Kickoff Intercept
Returns No Yds Lg No Yds Lg No Yds Lg
Will Hallmark 1 11 11 2 22 15 0 0 0
Totals 1 11 11 2 22 15 0 0 0

Punt Kickoff Intercept
Returns No Yds Lg No Yds Lg No Yds Lg
Jacob Pajer 1 13 13 0 0 0 0 0 0
NIck Joiner 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 5 5
Totals 1 13 13 0 0 0 1 5 5

Field goals Qtr Time Dist Result
Charlie Ham 1st 01:26 52 yards Good
Charlie Ham 2nd 03:06 51 yards Blocked

Field goals Qtr Time Dist Result

Kickoffs No. Yards Avg TB OB
Charlie Ham 3 180 60.0 3 0

Kickoffs No. Yards Avg TB OB
Nolan Aldrch 6 353 58.8 4 0

All-purpose Run Rcv KR PR IR Total
Paul 89 33 0 0 0 122
Grant 0 57 0 0 0 57
Will Hallmark 8 -2 22 11 0 39
Parks Harber 34 0 0 0 0 34

All-purpose Run Rcv KR PR IR Total
Michael 59 60 0 0 0 119
Connor Egan 115 0 0 0 0 115
DeMarcus 66 0 0 0 0 66
James Bir 36 0 0 0 0 36

FUMBLES: Westminster-Will Hallmark 1-1; Parks Harber 1-0. ST.Pius-DeMarcus 1-1.



Defensive Statistics (4th qtr [03:34])
The Automated ScoreBook

Westminster vs ST.Pius (Aug 31, 2018 at Unknown)

# Westminster Solo Ast Total Sacks-Yds TFL-Yds FF FR-Yds Int-Yds BrUp Blks QBH
65 Jamel Streater 5 1 5.5 - - - - - - - -
3 Grant 4 1 4.5 - - - - - - - -
8 John O. Islar 4 0 4.0 - - - - - - - -
39 Lowell Jones 3 1 3.5 - - - - - - - -
12 Chance Loeffler 3 0 3.0 - - - - - - - -
53 Mason Poje 2 1 2.5 - - - - - - - -
19 Nance Hill 2 0 2.0 - - - - - - - -
63 Taji Flynn 2 0 2.0 - - - - - - - -
55 Matthew Schmal 2 0 2.0 - - - 1-0 - - - -
60 Badger Warner 2 0 2.0 - 1.0-2 - - - - - -
7 Luke Jannetta 1 0 1.0 - - - - - - - -
50 Halim Labi 1 0 1.0 - - - - - - - -
75 Drew Berg 1 0 1.0 - - - - - - - -
21 Wicker Croft 1 0 1.0 - - - - - - - -
13 Joel Williams 1 0 1.0 - - - - - - - -
29 Andrew Dotson 1 0 1.0 - 1.0-5 - - - - - -
2 Michael Mahan 1 0 1.0 - - - - - - - -
4 Paul 0 0 0.0 - - - - - 1 - -

Totals 36 4 38.0 0.0-0 2.0-7 0 1-0 0-0 1 0 0

# ST.Pius Solo Ast Total Sacks-Yds TFL-Yds FF FR-Yds Int-Yds BrUp Blks QBH
23 Zachary Ranson 8 2 9.0 - - 1 - - - - -
15 Patrick Molnar 5 2 6.0 - - - - - - - -
9 Jason Jones 5 1 5.5 - 1.0-2 - - - 2 - -
26 Samuel 4 1 4.5 - - - - - - - -
85 Chris Miller 3 1 3.5 1.0-4 - - 1-0 - 1 - -
24 Jacob Pajer 2 2 3.0 - 1.0-3 - - - 2 1 -
50 Sam Granelli 2 2 3.0 - - - - - - - -
78 Cam Wooden 2 0 2.0 - - - - - - - -
34 Marc Weick 2 0 2.0 - - - - - - - -
12 NIck Joiner 2 0 2.0 - - - - 1-5 - - -
2 Jadon Rogers 1 0 1.0 - - - - - - - -
43 Zani Patasin 1 0 1.0 - - - - - - - -
32 Patrick Kremer 1 0 1.0 - - - - - - - -
77 William Kibler 1 0 1.0 - - - - - - - -
75 Lawson Schultz 1 0 1.0 - - - - - - - -
51 51 1 0 1.0 - 1.0-2 - - - - - -
29 DeMarcus 0 1 0.5 - - - - - - - -
59 Joel Chatfield 0 1 0.5 - - - - - - - -
40 Casey 0 1 0.5 - - - - - - - -

Totals 41 14 48.0 1.0-4 3.0-7 1 1-0 1-5 5 1 0


