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2019 – GAME FOUR

ST. PIUS X GOLDEN LIONS
vs.

DECATUR BULLDOGS
Friday, September 13, 2019, 7:30 p.m.

At George B. Maloof Stadium

“For a star to be born, there is one thing that must happen:
a gaseous nebula must collapse. So collapse. Crumble. 

This is not your destruction. This is your birth."
– Zoe Skylar



To our valued sponsors we say THANK YOU!
*Click the logos for a quick link to each website

(Editor’s note: Throughout the season you’ll find various links scattered in each X-Factor. Look for 
blue underlined hyperlinks (like this) for links to websites, articles or youtube videos. Any time you see                              
a  button, click to enjoy a musical interlude. Don’t take anything too seriously, it’s all in the name of fun!)

ime is a funny thing – funny interesting, not funny haha. It’s the one constant that we know never 
changes, at least until you introduce space into the equation. 60 seconds in a minute, 60 minutes in 
an hour, 24 hours in a day, 7 days in a week. 365 days in a year kinda throws a wrench in that theory, 

so let’s stick to the confines of a week. While it’s hard to argue these basic facts of science and nature, there 
are certainly times when the clock seems to speed up, stealing precious moments that we wish would last. 
Moments we'd like to make time stand still . Why is it that good times are always fleeting? Conversely, 
there are also times that noticeably crawl at a BIG, FAT, 
sloooooow snails pace. Times where we’d give anything for a 
fast forward button to spring past painful experiences – like a 
particularly ugly loss. Where’s the Doritos time machine when 
you need it! Tick-tock-tick-tock.

While the week following a loss certainly drags a little slower 
in our minds, the reality of it is we need all the time we can get to 
prepare and heal for the next game. There were so many things that 
went wrong during the course of last Friday’s game that it felt like 
it was Friday the 13th...which incidentally is the date of this Friday’s game. Maybe that’s the good news.       
Just maaaaybe we went ahead and got all that bad mojo out of our system.
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https://www.spx.org/athletics/boys-sports/football
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sI7XiJgt0vY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5Ht1fvQrKVc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y-P0Hs0ADJY
http://familypracticecenterpc.com/atlanta-sports-medicine/
http://bambinellispizza.com/
http://www.bevshop.co/
http://benchwarmersgrill.com/
https://www.cssfirm.com/
http://www.geherenlaw.com/
http://www.magbee.com/
https://www.nathansdrivingschool.com/
http://www.southernjewelryinsurance.com/
http://turnerprofessionals.com/
http://www.edvoyles.com/
https://www.georgiaeyeassociates.com/
https://visionairepartners.com/
https://hudsongrille.com/
https://hudsongrille.com/


I am not a holiday. 
I belong in the month of December, but not in any other month. 

What am I??

Speaking of needing time to heal, our Lions have been getting banged up at an alarming rate. 
I heard we even have injuries on the cheer squad! Our depth chart looks more like a dart board than 
anything that resembles our Day 1 game plan. It’s one thing to prepare young men for what’s being 
expected of them, it’s quite another to thrust them into unexpected situations and say “ok son, get out 
there and do your best”. That’s not a knock on the talent of our team. I truly believe we have some seriously 
good talent, I’ve seen sparks of it. It’s more of a reality check that we’re still a young, inexperienced team 
with a long way to go. Heck, even teams that are well experienced hit pot holes that knock them a little off 
course. Did you see the Falcons game last week? And while our boys have certainly been guzzling plenty 
of fluids lately to battle the heat and humidity, they can’t afford to drink the “we’re all that and a bag of 
chips” koolaid. Stay focused, stay humble, stay hungry.

Last week I spoke a little about my favorite Golden Lion wins. If you recall, most of those wins were 
from the 2017 season...the season we, oh by the way, started out 0-5 with some seriously slooooow, painful 
weeks to get through. It’s rarely just the win that makes it special, it’s the circumstances that lead up to 
the win. Great stories are often built around the idea of a struggle, of being beaten down, and ultimately 
finding a way to overcome it to prevail in the end. I’m not saying our 2019 season is a Hollywood movie 

in the making, but I do believe we have plenty 
of great popcorn moments ahead of us. We’re 
still on the same path Lion Nation, we just got 
side swiped by a team that came into the game 
hungrier than us. Pick yourselves up, brush off 
the dirt, get your heads straight, and let’s go get 
win #2. So, open a bag of your favorite flavored 
Doritos (what ever happened to Taco flavor?) 
and let’s take a brief look back to 1 week ago.

This week’s captains, #69 senior Marc Weick, 
#8 junior Mason Benefield, #85 junior Casey 
Ver Meulen and #9 senior Eli Marshbank, met 
at the 50 for tonight's coin toss. The Lions wore 
white jerseys and blue pants with the Wildcats 
in green jerseys and white pants. Tonight we’d 
start on defense, which is honestly how I prefer 
it. The teams burst onto the field and took their 
places for the opening kick. Marshbank drove 
the kick into the end zone for a touchback and 
a Wildcat 1st and 10 from the 20.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=153&v=gn8QCG3t9ug


Last week I told you their quarterback situation was a little bit of an unknown. Well, they proved that 
point with an explanation mark by eliminating the quarterback and going to a shotgun backfield with #22 
senior Will Hallmark as their ‘Wildcat’ RB...fitting I suppose. Remember the Marist playoff game last year 
when they gave us a heavy dose of Kyle Hamilton in the Wildcat? I think it’s safe to say they took a good 

long look at that game film. Our starting Lions 
defense tonight consisted of Ver Meulen, #54 
senior John McKimmy (welcome back John!), 
#44 sophomore Antonio Walker and #71 
sophomore Jacob Hull up front; juniors #65 
Joey Sanflippo, #46 Walker Stevens and #28 
Paul Quigley at linebacker; and #21 senior 
Jadon Rogers, #13 junior Grayson Carney, 
#29 sophomore Austin Taylor and #22 
freshman Jack Tchienchou in the secondary 
– a few alterations due to injuries or coaches 

decisions. They started with a run by #4 senior Paul Weathington, a strong running back that rarely goes 
down on first contact. While he’d end up having a fantastic night, he got nothing on this carry thanks 
to Hull. Hallmark went with a quick throw 
to #8 near our sideline on 2nd down where 
Tchienchou had good coverage up near the 
line. The pass deflected off the receivers' 
hand and briefly hung in the air as if I’m slow 
motion. Tchienchou reacted quickly, snagged                                                                                               
it and raced 28 yards for the pick-6 and an 
early big time play! Marshbank provided 
the PAT and we had the early lead. At the time, 
it felt very much like we had the upper hand 
and the Wildcats number. 

The 2nd series picked up a bit more for the Wildcats with strong runs by Weathington and Hallmark 
and solid blocking up front. We countered with a tackle for loss 
by Quigley and a sack by #32 sophomore Thaxton Gallagher 
(your defensive player of the game) to set up a 4th and long.       
A good answer to get their offense off the field and give ours 
their first chance. The punt was waved off by Benefield and came 
to rest at the 20-yard line for a 1st down and 10 for the Lions.

I’ll get back to tonight's starting offense in a bit as this series 
sadly only lasted one play. #12 senior Nick Joiner took the snap 
from #55 junior Charlie Long and attempted a hand-off to #35 
sophomore Luke Jacobellis up the middle. Joiner's exchange was 
a little off and the ball hit the turf where the Wildcats pounced on 
it at the 20. An early dagger to the Lions and a great chance for 
points for the Wildcats. Shake it off boys...reset #1.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PBAl9cchQac


A 1st down carry by Weathington netted 8-yards then Hallmark added another 5 to quickly set up a 1st 
and goal to go. 2 plays later Hallmark rolled left, but Quigley had him cut off. He got his arm around him and 
had help on the way, but somehow Hallmark spun out the tackle and found #8 on the other side of the field 
for the touchdown. The PAT was pulled to the left, so even though they scored, we still held onto a slim lead. 

While their kicker #47 sophomore Alex Bacchetta had a little trouble with east-west directions, north-
south gave him no problems, as he booted the ensuing kick well into the end zone. 1st and 10 from the 20. 
Our starting offense had #70 senior Joseph Miller, #78 junior Cam Wooden, Long, Sanflippo and Weick (this 

week's Z interviewee) on the line; juniors #4 Jack Parker and 
#19 Sinclair Eberlein split out wide; and Benefield, Quigley and 
#35 sophomore Luke Jacobellis in the backfield with Joiner. The 
first down option pitch went to Quigley around the left side for 
a quick gain of 16. That’s more like it! Juniors #5 Carter Williams 
and #26 Zani Patasin rotated in at receiver before back-to-back 
hand-offs to Jacobellis netted 4-yards setting up a 3rd and 6.                                                                                                                       
Joiner called his own number on the option and picked up exactly 
6 to move the chains. 1st and 2nd downs were stuffed bringing 
up a 3rd and 7 just short of the midfield stripe. We had an option 

left called, but the NT jumped the A gap and tripped up Joiner resulting in a loss of 3 and an upcoming punt. 
Marshbank launched a high kick that came to rest near the Wildcat 30.

There really wasn’t much trickery in their game plan. Weathington and Hallmark would continue to carry 
the load. We got a lucky break on 2nd down as the shotgun snap sailed over Hallmark's head. He scrambled 
for the ball, but Jacobellis and Tchienchou secured the sack. 
The first quarter came to an end with the Golden Lions up 7-6.

The 2nd quarter started with a 3rd down scramble by 
Hallmark that was shut down by Carney before #22 could 
get to the edge. #19 junior Connor Weselman's punt was 
waved off by Benefield and came to rest at our 22. It didn’t 
take us long to get the drive rolling, as Joiner rolled left 
on the option with Benefield trailing. The defender was 
frozen and even though Joiner had a seam to run, he saw 
that Benefield had the outside lane. Benefield took the pitch at the 25 and sprinted down the numbers. 

Weathington chased him down from behind, reached out and 
grabbed #8 at the base of the neck near the 20, tacking on a few 
more yards for a horse collar penalty. When all was said and done 
we had a 1st and goal from the 10. Now we just needed to convert 
it into points. The 1st down dive to #41 freshman Shug Bentley 
was submarined for no gain and the 2nd down pitch to Taylor 
was shut down for a loss. The ball actually came loose on the play, 
but Patasin reacted quickly and covered it up. 3rd and goal from 
the 15. Benefield made a strong run behind a great seal block by 
Weick and a massive lead block by Cam Wooden (your offensive 
player of the game), but could only manage 5-yards. 



What is often returned but is never borrowed?

That brought up 4th down and an upcoming field goal attempt. Weick’s snap and Joiner’s hold were 
good, but #5 came sprinting in from Marshbank’s left for the block. Another Wildcat picked up the loose 
ball ready to return it for 6 the other way, but Joiner wrapped him up before he had the chance. It was a 
blocked field goal, but could’ve have been much worse. Keep calm...reset #2.

Hallmark took immediate advantage of the gift, first for 40 yards around the left then 2 plays later for 
24 yards and the score around the right. Talk about your momentum swing! This time the PAT deflected 
off the left upright, but the Wildcats still had the lead at 12-7. Stay focused...reset #3.

John McKimmy (your co-2-way player of the game) came 
in at OT for Joseph Miller, who had limped to the sideline 
nursing an ankle on the last drive. We started with runs of 5 
and 2 up the middle by Bentley before he finally found the 
hole he was looking for and a gain of 26. Benefield picked up 
14 from there behind mauling blocks by Schultz, #50 junior 
Salim Miller and Wooden. Taylor got his number called next 
and almost found room around the right, but #29 junior 
Andrew Dotson fought through his block to make the stop. 
The next tipping point of the game came on the next play. 
Benefield made a move upfield on the left sweep where he was 
hit hard by 3 defenders. The ball popped loose and the Wildcats fell on the gift. Don't panic...reset #4.

The defense came back out and responded quickly. After 2 stops up the middle by Walker and Gallagher 
we got our next big break. The shotgun snap was a little off the mark and ultimately hit the ground. 

Walker sprang into action for the recovery and we were back in 
business. Benefield, eager to erase the last run, dashed for 15 more 
yards (he would gain 155 on the night with an 11.1 yd/carry avg) 
behind a key block from Paul Quigley (your other 2-way player 
of the game). I'm giving Quigley the Golden Lion 'Call of the 
Wild' award (that I just created) for his 2-way efforts. He didn't 
just step up, he stepped directly into starting roles on both offense 
and defense. 3 plays later we had a 1st and 10 from the 12, but the 
clock had quickly ticked down under a minute. Standard rolled 
the dice and called a pass play going for broke instead of a run. 
Joiner rolled left, but everyone was covered up in man-on-man 

coverage. When he neared the line of scrimmage he made his move for the left pylon, but the initial hit 
jarred the ball loose and into the waiting arms of a defender. Another major tipping point right before 
the half. The Wildcats took the late gift into the locker room with a 12-7 lead. Chin up boys...reset #5.

My eyes kept drifting up to the sky to see if there was a full moon or some other ominous sign that 
justified the events of the past 23 minutes (the first minute went great!). While the last minute was certainly a 
punch to the gut, we would receive the 2nd half kick and were still only down by 5. While it felt like a lot more 
than that, we could just as easily have been up by 2 scores had the ball bounced our way...reset.



If we could come out with a strong opening drive and at least 3 points we'd feel a whole lot better about 
our situation. But to do that, we needed to start executing consistently. No such luck. We lost 2 yards on the 
1st down pitch, had a 2nd down pass deflected then picked up 4-yards on a quarterback scramble – 3 and out. 
Marshbank's punt was good, almost too good, as the returner had time to catch it and assess the kick coverage. 
A combination of good running and not-so-good tackling PLUS a penalty set them up at our 46. They came out 
in a 4 WR set, as they had done most of the night, brought 1 man in motion and handed it to Weathington, as 
they had done most of the night. Weathington found a sizeable hole up the middle and simply used his speed 
from there, racing untouched for the touchdown. Far from the 2nd half start we envisioned. They converted the 
2-point attempt to extend the lead to 21-7, but there was still plenty of time   to turn things around.

We managed a 1st down on the next drive on 2 good runs by Benefield, but that's all we could muster. 
We took one deep shot downfield in Parker's direction, but it fell incomplete. Marshbank punted it deep 
again and this time our coverage was on point giving up no return yards...but then lightnight struck twice. 
Weathington took the 1st down hand-off up the middle, this time cutting it back to the right. He eluded 
2 defenders who dove at his feet, but nothing that would keep him from finding the end zone. They again 
went for 2 and again converted. It was suddenly 29-7 still early in the 3rd quarter.

Last year I spoke to how important the final few minutes of the first half and the opening minutes of the 
second half are. It's where momentum swings have the biggest impact. We were digging ourselves a big, red 
Georgia clay hole that felt a lot more like deep, jungle quick sand...RESET, RESET, RESET!

Then a fire got lit under the offense on the next drive. After the 1st down dive was stuffed, Joiner kept the 
option around the left end for 17. A pitch to Taylor for 4 was met with a heavy hit at the sideline, then another 
Joiner keeper picked up another 6. The defender basically rode him to the ground like a rodeo cowboy, but 
Joiner carried him the last few yards for the first down. Bentley then got his turn to deliver a massive hit as he 
ran OVER #8 for a gain of 10. We followed that up with 5 more from Joiner and then 5 from Benefield behind 
a surging line giving us a first down at the Wildcat 32. That set up our first big play of the half. From a two TE 
package Joiner faked the hand-off to Bentley 
and ran the option right with Benefield 
trailing. The pitch man went for the QB and 
the pitch went to #8. He hit the edge with the 
right pylon in sight, but the defender took a 
good angle and was able to stop him at the 
1. Missed it by that much! Joiner punched 
it in from there behind Long, Sanflippo, 
Weick and Schultz with a lead block from 
Taylor to at least answer one of their scores. 
Marshbank's kick was true and it was now 
Wildcats 29, Golden Lions 14.

You know things aren't going your way when the opponent snaps the ball over the QBs head and they 
still get positive yards out of the play. They had an uncanny way of making something out of nothing. Few 
things frustrate a defense more. We flipped the field with the start of the 4th quarter needing a stop. It started 
well with a sack by Taylor, but on the next play a dump pass to a wide open receiver went for 28. One play 
later Hallmark took it the final 3 yards for the score. The final 2 nails came on a Wildcat interception and 
Hallmark's 3rd rushing TD. It was a disappointing end to an ugly night...but we'll bounce back. I'm sure of it.

FINAL SCORE:  Golden Lions 14 – Wildcats 42

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sEj8lUx0gwY


I can’t be seen, found, heard or smelled.
 I lie behind stars and under hills. I fill empty holes.

What am I??

There are 5 obvious things that played a part in this defeat – turnovers, blocking, tackling, inexperience 
and injuries. The good news is, the first three are fundamentals that can improve over time. The last two 
should improve over time too, but you never really know when and where the injury bug will bite. I think 
we played hard from start to finish, we just had too many mistakes and dug ourselves too big of a hole. 
That's not on any one player, or any unit, or any coach, it's on the team as a whole. Win as a team, lose as a 
team. I feel certain that while the bus ride home was depressingly unpleasant, the locker room this week is 
positive and excited about proving ourselves this Friday for our home opener. I know I am.

Let's take a quick look at our upcoming opponents, the Class AAAAA-Region 6 Decatur Bulldogs. 
They're coming in riding high with a 2-0 record with talent across the board and plenty of senior leadership. 
They've scored 68 points and only allowed 12, that's pretty darn good. We did a great job last year of 
shutting down their offense and limiting them to only 6 points, but as last week displayed, last year's results 
really mean nothing. They did graduate their primary offensive weapon from last year, Martize Smith, who 
carried the ball 23 times for 144 yards, so I guess that's the good news.

The 2 things that stand out when looking at film are athleticism and size. Their defensive line weighs in 
at a 250 pound average with their 2 DTs tipping the scale near 300 pounds. #61 senior Hunter Ellspermann 
plays both ways on the line and can be defined as a havoc wreaker. We'll need to do a better job up front 
of creating running lanes with blocking schemes and double teams as opposed to just going head-to-head, 
man-on-man. Their linebackers are stout and athletic, and their defensive backs are quick and fast. Against 
our offense I'd expect to see 6 men on the line with a downhill, get in the backfield mentality. We'll need 
to establish the fullback dive to have any luck on the edges. An early, high percentage pass or 2 would be a 
good idea too.

On offense, #1 senior James Swank is their returning quarterback. He's a mobile quarterback who can 
throw a fairly accurate pass on the run, though he did give up a pick-6 on a straight drop, 10-yard sideline 
route last week. They primarily line up in a shotgun backfield with 1 running back and 4 receivers, just 
like we saw against Westminster. The difference here is they are more likely to throw and should be more 
balanced. #12 is their new primary back, but I don't know his name because MaxPreps doesn't list him.            
He's good sized, but doesn't appear too fast. Their receivers, however, are fast. We'll see wide receiver 
screens and sweeps mixed in with the intermediate routes and the occassional long ball. 

It's sure to be another good test for our Lions as we inch closer and closer to region play. Stay positive, 
keep making strides forward and don't worry about a thing , we'll be just fine. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ind7BEZgWJU


This week Z caught up with Golden Lions OT / LS, #69 Marc Weick.

Z: How are you feeling physically after last week’s game and in general, how 
are you feeling about the season thus far? 

MW: There are a lot of guys that are banged up right now as it was a pretty 
physical game last week vs. Westminster. Some of us are a little sore but people 
are getting treatment and getting better. We’ll have to see how the rest of the week 
goes as far as who can play and who’s out. I’m feeling really positive about the 
season and what’s still to come for us and there are a lot of games left. We’re 
practicing really hard and staying focused on our next opponent which is Decatur.

Z: We’ve had only road games thus far. Tell us what it will be like on Friday night to finally be playing a 
game at George B Maloof Stadium in front of the home crowd?

MW: It’s something we’ve all been looking forward to. It’s where we practice every day and what we’re 
used to. We’ve had to adapt to many different fields and stadiums so far. It is going to be great to see the 
home crowd in our stadium. It will be a great experience especially as a senior class with it being our 
first home game as seniors. When we’re running down the stairs, it is awesome to hear all the people 
screaming and shaking noise makers. You hear the band playing, you see the cheerleaders lined up as we 
run onto the field. It is an amazing experience and feeling that gets you so pumped up for the game. 

Z: Describe what it is like to be one of only 11 seniors and how you guys have been able to stick together?

MW: With losing 28 seniors from last year, there were a lot of big shoes to fill. All of the seniors have really 
stepped into the leadership role this year. I get to do the breakdown after practices and games which I 
really enjoy. We’re a tight group and we all get along really well and support one another.

Z: You’ve moved around positions a few times, TE, OT, DT.  Now you play Right OT and you’re also the 
Long Snapper for punts and kicks this year. What has that been like to play several different positions?

MW: My Freshman year I played Fullback for 5 days then I was moved to TE / LB. Sophomore year I 
played primarily TE and got to see some action in several varsity games as well as JV. Midway through 
my Junior year, we had an offensive tackle that was battling an ankle injury. Coach Standard called me 
into his office and said, “we’re gonna move you from TE to offensive tackle so you need to learn the 
position.”  Next thing I know, midway through the Dunwoody game last year, Coach Garrison hands me a 
jersey w/ a new # and puts me into the game. I wound up playing the second half of the Dunwoody game 
at Offensive Tackle. Later that season, I got my first full time start at offensive tackle against Stephen’s 
County High School at home. TE is similar to offensive tackle in this offense so it is not that different than 
what I was used to. As for Long Snapping, I learned it from last year’s Long Snapper Ted Wach and also 

X PLUS Z



Davis Kirkland. One practice they said, “Come try this” and I did, so I long snapped on JV last year and 
now I get to do it on varsity. It is a pretty important job that doesn’t get a lot of attention unless it doesn’t 
go so well (laughs). I guess the goal is not to get noticed when doing that job but it is an important part 
of our special teams for sure. 

Z: You have a younger brother that’s also in the Golden Lions football program what’s that like?

MW: It’s pretty cool having Charles around. He rides in with me in the morning and lifts with the varsity, 
but I don’t really see him that much in the locker room. The Freshman lockers are in a different part of 
Donellan. He really likes playing football and their 9th grade team is pretty good. My youngest brother 
Teddy (11) is the ball boy for the varsity so it’s cool to have him out there on the sidelines.  

Z: Does Teddy ever talk to you during the games?

MW: Oh no way. He knows not to talk to me during the games. He’s there to do a job and so am I.             
He’s gotta pay attention to the game and make sure we have our SPX football in when we’re on offense.

Z: Coach Standard has gone on record with high praise about this senior class and the impact they’re 
making on the younger guys that are getting a chance to play. What’s your take on that? 

MW: That’s just how everyone learns about playing varsity football. The younger guys are learning by 
making mistakes during practice and then they’re better when they get into the games. The coaches will 
correct them and it is our job as leaders to make sure that these young guys learn the right way to do things.

Z: What do you know about Decatur? What are you expecting?

MW: Upfront on the defensive line they have some pretty big guys. They don’t move all that well from what 
we’ve seen on film. They’ll stand up at the snap so this week the OL is focused on our pad level. If we can 
move them out of the way and keep them from plugging up the holes we should have a good night. They’re 
going to try to stop our outside plays. It all starts with the OL up front to set the tone for the offense.

Z: It’s been a hot week temperature-wise. Has that had any effect on the practice and preparation?

MW: Yes it has been pretty hot so we’ve adjusted. We changed our schedule some to practice in the morning 
and then a little bit in the afternoon. It is really the same preparation just a different schedule. The coaches 
are still emphasizing focusing on our assignments and making sure we understand the scouting reports 
and the game plan. 

Z: Any other sports that you play besides football at St. Pius? 

MW: My Freshman year I played baseball then I suffered a back injury and unfortunately missed my sophomore 
baseball season. Junior year I joined the Track and Field team in the spring and threw the shot put and discus 
for the first time ever. It was #65 OL Joey Sanfilippo (junior) who suggested that I try it. I really enjoyed the 
discus and in the AAAA Region Championships meet I got 7th place overall throwing it 106 ft.  

Z: When your time at St. Pius X comes to a close, what are some of the things you’ll miss most about the 
football program?



I get whiter the dirtier I get. 
What am I??

MW: It might sound strange but I’ll miss getting there @ 5:45am for workouts in the morning or at 7am 
for meetings. I’m kind of a morning person so it helps me with getting my day started. I’ll miss being in the 
locker room with my teammates and of course the games. Also walking down the stairs on Friday nights is so 
memorable. I’ll never forget it and I will miss it when it is over, but I’m really not thinking about that right now.

Z: Have you had a favorite class or teacher in your time at St. Pius X?

MW: Definitely Spanish class with Mr. Abbott. He’s such a down to earth teacher. He graduated from St. 
Pius, so I think it helps as he can really relate to all of the students.

Z: What kind of music is on your playlist?

MW: On the bus rides to away games I’ll listen to country music. It is a mix of some of the old stuff and 
also the new stuff.

Z: Where did you go to school before St. Pius?

MW: St. Jude the Apostle Catholic School. I went there from Kindergarten through 8th grade.

Z: Did you play any other sports growing up besides football?

MW: I played baseball at Sandy Springs Youth Sports from when I was 8 all the way to 15. I also played 
soccer at St. Jude, lacrosse for two years and CMLA basketball with my friends. 

Z: What do you like to do with your free time if there is any?

MW: On the weekends I like to go to Lake Lanier. I also like to float down the Chattahoochee River on 
rafts with my buddies. Sometimes on the weekends I also like to rest and recover from the game on Friday 
night. I try to catch up on some sleep and get ready for the next week ahead.

Z: Do you have any pre-game rituals on Friday?

MW: I’ll listen to rap music in the locker room after I get dressed and taped. #12 QB Nick Joiner (senior) 
has a rap shuffle list that I like a lot so that gets me pretty hyped up before the games. 

Z: What colleges are in the mix for you at this point? Any aspirations to play football in college?  

MW: I’ve applied to Kentucky, Tennessee, Ole Miss, Mississippi State, Auburn, South Carolina and 
Georgia College. I’m not thinking about football in college at this point.  

Z: Thanks, Marc for your time. We’re all looking forward to cheering on the Golden Lions Friday night at 
home vs. Decatur. Anything you’d like to share with the fans?

MW: Come out and support us. Be loud and cheer us on as we take the field for the first home game of the 
season. It is gonna be a four quarter game. I can guarantee that we’re going to give it our best and we are 
expecting their best. It is going to be a great game in front of the St. Pius home crowd.



Scout Team players of the week for the Westminster game are:
Blaise Wylie • Bishop Marshall • Liam Klosky • Sam Hauck

Answers to riddles: 1) D  2) Thanks  3) Darkness  4) Chalkboard

Our D started strong with a pick and a score,
Thanks to a freshman we were first on the board,

But darkness silenced our victory song,
We’ll go back to the chalkboard to fix what went wrong.

Forget about the cats and get ready for the dogs, the Decatur Bulldogs that is. 
We've been away too long...IT'S TIME   TO COME HOME!

WE’LL SEE YOU 
THERE!

BONUS TRACKS: For the top 100 songs about "Time" click here !

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=18&v=SoaAb5MnKtY
https://www.ranker.com/list/the-best-songs-with-time-in-the-title/ranker-music


Quickie Statistics (Final)
St.Pius vs Westminster ( at)

SPX WEST
Score 14 42
FIRST DOWNS 16 15
RUSHES-YARDS (NET) 49-300 42-361
PASSING YDS (NET) 0 33
Passes Att-Comp-Int 4-0-1 3-2-1
TOTAL OFFENSE PLAYS-YARDS 53-300 45-394
Fumble Returns-Yards 0-0 0-0
Punt Returns-Yards 0-0 2-12
Kickoff Returns-Yards 2-53 0-0
Interception Returns-Yards 1-28 1-28
Punts (Number-Avg) 3-38.0 2-34.5
Fumbles-Lost 3-3 3-1
Penalties-Yards 2-20 3-25
Possession Time 27:54 20:06
Third-Down Conversions 5 of 11 1 of 5
Fourth-Down Conversions 0 of 1 1 of 1
Red-Zone Scores-Chances 1-3 3-3

St.Pius Westminster
Rushing No. Gain Loss Net TD Lg Avg
Mason Benefield 14 157 2 155 0 58 11.1
Shug Bentley 8 55 0 55 0 25 6.9
Nick Joiner 12 51 1 50 1 17 4.2
Luke 5 17 0 17 0 11 3.4

Rushing No. Gain Loss Net TD Lg Avg
Paul 16 193 4 189 2 70 11.8
Will Hallmark 19 164 10 154 3 40 8.1
Andrew Dotson 4 26 0 26 0 11 6.5
TEAM 3 5 13 -8 0 0 -2.7

Passing C-A-I Yds TD Long Sack
Nick Joiner 0-4-1 0 0 0 0

Passing C-A-I Yds TD Long Sack
Will Hallmark 2-3-1 33 1 28 1

Receiving No. Yards TD Long Receiving No. Yards TD Long
Denton 2 33 1 28

Punting No. Yds Avg Long In20 TB
Eli Marshbank 3 114 38.0 46 0 0

Punting No. Yds Avg Long In20 TB
Connor Weselman 2 69 34.5 35 0 0

Punt Returns No. Yards TD Long Punt Returns No. Yards TD Long
Will Hallmark 2 12 0 7

Kick Returns No. Yards TD Long
Jack 2 53 0 32

Kick Returns No. Yards TD Long

Tackles UA-A Total Sacks TFL
Casey 6-0 6.0 0.0 0.0
Paul Quigley 5-0 5.0 0.0 1.0
Grayson Carney 3-1 3.5 0.0 0.0
Walker Stevens 3-0 3.0 0.0 0.0

Tackles UA-A Total Sacks TFL
Will Benton 12-0 12.0 0.0 1.0
Ayinde Green 7-1 7.5 0.0 3.0
Lowell Jones 6-0 6.0 0.0 0.0
Denton 4-0 4.0 0.0 0.0

Qtr Time Scoring Play V-H
1st 11:12 SPX - Jack 28 yd interception return (Eli Marshbank kick) 7 - 0

06:25 WEST - Denton 5 yd pass from Will Hallmark (Alex Bacchetta kick failed), 4-20 1:26 7 - 6
2nd 07:46 WEST - Will Hallmark 24 yd run (Alex Bacchetta kick failed), 3-70 1:05 7 - 12
3rd 09:42 WEST - Paul 46 yd run (Denton rush), 1-46 0:10 7 - 20

06:50 WEST - Paul 70 yd run (Holden Staes pass from Will Hallmark), 1-70 0:12 7 - 28
03:00 SPX - Nick Joiner 1 yd run (Eli Marshbank kick), 9-80 3:50 14 - 28

4th 10:42 WEST - Will Hallmark 3 yd run (Alex Bacchetta kick), 10-79 4:18 14 - 35
08:18 WEST - Will Hallmark 16 yd run (Alex Bacchetta kick), 5-24 2:00 14 - 42



Defensive Statistics (Final)
The Automated ScoreBook

St.Pius vs Westminster ( at)

# St.Pius Solo Ast Total Sacks-Yds TFL-Yds FF FR-Yds Int-Yds BrUp Blks QBH
85 Casey 6 0 6.0 - - - - - - - -
28 Paul Quigley 5 0 5.0 - 1.0-4 - - - - - -
13 Grayson Carney 3 1 3.5 - - - - - - - -
46 Walker Stevens 3 0 3.0 - - - - - - - -
29 Austin Taylor 2 1 2.5 - 1.0-1 - - - - - -
65 Joey 2 0 2.0 - - - - - - - -
54 John McKimmy 2 0 2.0 - - - - - - - -
12 Nick Joiner 2 0 2.0 - - - - - - - -
35 Luke 1 0 1.0 - 1.0-12 - - - - - -
32 Thaxton 1 0 1.0 1.0-6 - - - - - - -
21 Jadon Rogers 1 0 1.0 - - - - - - - -
8 Mason Benefield 1 0 1.0 - - - - - - - -
71 Jacob Hull 1 0 1.0 - - - - - - - -
80 Lawson Schultz 1 0 1.0 - - - - - - - -
50 Salim Miller 1 0 1.0 - - - - - - - -
44 Antonio Walker 1 0 1.0 - - - - - - - -
41 Shug Bentley 1 0 1.0 - - - - - - - -
T TM 0 0 0.0 - - - 1-0 - - - -
22 Jack 0 0 0.0 - - - - 1-28 - - -

Totals 34 2 35.0 1.0-6 3.0-17 0 1-0 1-28 0 0 0

# Westminster Solo Ast Total Sacks-Yds TFL-Yds FF FR-Yds Int-Yds BrUp Blks QBH
10 Will Benton 12 0 12.0 - 1.0-4 - - - - - -
5 Ayinde Green 7 1 7.5 - 3.0-9 1 - - - 1 -
39 Lowell Jones 6 0 6.0 - - - - - - - -
8 Denton 4 0 4.0 - - - - - - - -
9 Philip 3 0 3.0 - - - - - 1 - -
29 Andrew Dotson 3 0 3.0 - - - - 1-28 - - -
4 Paul 2 0 2.0 - - - - - - - -
52 Ejike Adele 2 0 2.0 - - - - - - - -
21 Robert Clarke 1 0 1.0 - - - - - - - -
79 Carver Partin 1 0 1.0 - - - - - - - -
51 Wickliffe 1 0 1.0 - - - - - - - -
17 Tripp Wood 1 0 1.0 - - - - - - - -
54 Sean Rolle 1 0 1.0 - - - - - - - -
55 Drew Berg 1 0 1.0 - - - - - - - -
T TEAM 0 0 0.0 - - - 3-0 - - - -

Totals 45 1 45.5 0.0-0 4.0-13 1 3-0 1-28 1 1 0


