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Every setback is a setup for a comeback.



To our valued sponsors we say THANK YOU!
*Click the logos for a quick link to each website

(Editor’s note: Throughout the season you’ll find various links scattered in each X-Factor. Look for 
blue, underlined hyperlinks (like this) for links to websites, articles or youtube videos. Any time you see                    
a  button, click to enjoy a musical interlude. Don’t take anything too seriously, it’s all in the name of fun!)

hroughout the day, and the days leading up to our season opener last Friday, the weather 
“people” predicted scattered thunderstorms and a good chance of a hot, wet afternoon 
and evening – nothing new for August in the south. Sure enough, a few afternoon 
showers popped up that cooled the temps, but also shot the humidity up in the same 
breath. Thankfully around 7pm, as the sun had begun to sink behind the west end zone, 

those earlier predictions had been banished by bright blue skies, dispersing clouds and a faint breeze. It was 
still muggy, but nothing that would interfere with a classic clash of Georgia catholic high school football 
programs. Thank you, Lord, we greatly appreciate it! 

There’s another kind of weather we were contending with that was more alarming than the threat of any 
storm cloud...unless of course you were at the PGA Tour Championship Saturday afternoon (check this out!). 
No, the weather I’m referring to is the kind that produces a fever, vomiting, chills and dehydration. The kind that 
can sideline the strongest football player without any contact. All week, a number of players 
had been battling flu-like symptoms, hopeful that they’d be able to shake the bug and be 
ready to go come Friday. Other players were under the weather for different ailments too, 
including 2-way seniors John McKimmy and Jonathan Gagnon. As I made my way to the 
bleachers I counted a good dozen or so players who hadn’t dressed out…ruh roh.
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https://www.spx.org/athletics/boys-sports/football
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sI7XiJgt0vY
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/lightning-strike-leaves-at-least-5-injured-at-pga-tournament-in-atlanta-today-2019-08-24/
http://familypracticecenterpc.com/atlanta-sports-medicine/
http://bambinellispizza.com/
http://www.bevshop.co/
http://benchwarmersgrill.com/
https://www.cssfirm.com/
http://www.geherenlaw.com/
http://www.magbee.com/
https://www.nathansdrivingschool.com/
http://www.southernjewelryinsurance.com/
http://turnerprofessionals.com/
http://www.edvoyles.com/
https://www.georgiaeyeassociates.com/
https://hudsongrille.com/
https://hudsongrille.com/


Tonights’ senior captains, #12 Nick Joiner, #33 Tiger Turner,        
#21 Jadon Rogers and #80 Lawson Shultz, made their way to the 
50-yard line to meet the Titans captains for the coin toss. I’m not 
sure who won the toss, but it was determined that our Golden 
Lions would start this game, and the 2019 season, on offense. 
After the cheerleaders did an adequate run-through test on the 
SPX banner, the rest of the team emphatically burst through onto 
the field, eager to get this crosstown showdown under way. 

Rogers, #18 junior Cam Wingo and #2 sophomore Cam Cainion drifted back deep for the kick, which 
barely sailed over Cainion’s head for the touchback. Joiner (this week’s Z interviewee) brought this new 
look Golden Lion offense out on the field looking to make an early statement. Your starting “Hawgs” for 
the game were #70 senior Joseph Miller, #78 junior Cam Wooden, #55 junior Charlie Long, #65 junior 
Joey Sanflippo and #69 senior Marc Weick. Turner, Cainion and #31 junior Jack Graham lined up in the 
backfield with juniors #4 Jack Parker and #10 RJ Brewster split out wide. The first play was an option pitch 
to Cainion that netted 2-yards. Schultz checked in at TE and then Turner took the 2nd down pitch for 3 
more yards. 3rd and 5 and an early tipping point. If we could secure a 1st down here it would go a long way 
towards settling the team down. Cainion took the left sweep and looked to have enough room to get the 
needed 5, but a shoestring tackle by the cornerback, #20 senior Matthew Franke, stopped us 2-yards shy. 
4th down and an early punt. #9 senior Eli Marshbank took the snap from Weick and launched a high kick 
down the left sideline where it came to rest near the Titans 42-yard line.

Your starting Golden Lion defense tonight consisted of Schultz and #71 sophomore Jacob Hull at DE, 
sophomores #32 Thaxton Gallagher and #44 Antonio Walker at DT, #46 junior Walker Stevens, Turner 
and Wingo at LB, Rogers and Cainion at CB, and juniors #8 Mason Benefield and #13 Grayson Carney 
at safety. A very young, but hungry defense. #5 junior quarterback Duncan Reavis brought the Titans to 
the line with #33 junior Ryan Dupont and #21 senior Elijah Green behind him in a power run formation,             
a common look for the night. Green took the left pitch for 8-yards before Schultz, Carney and Gallagher 
brought him to the ground. The 2nd down draw went back to Green, but Gallagher was having NONE of 
that – loss of 1 and an upcoming 3rd down. Green followed that up with a good hard run on 3rd and 3 to 
win a new set of downs. A 4th consecutive carry by Green was forced back inside by Hull where Schultz, 
Walker and Gallagher converged for no gain. 2nd down brought a 6-yard pass to #82 senior Justin Cellilli 
setting up a manageable 3rd and 4. As expected, Green took the hand-off, but Stevens and Walker got to 
him before he could make a decent move. 4th down and 4, and the 2nd tipping point of the game. A stop 



here by our young defense would be a GREAT early statement. The Titans were still a little hesitant to put 
the ball in the air, so once again they went to Green. He took it over the right side and looked to have some 
room, but Wingo stepped up and made a great initial hit to stop his momentum. Stevens and Gallagher 
joined the fray then Schultz came in from the back side and dislodged the ball. Carney was right there and 
quickly dove on the ball for the recovery and the first turnover of the season. 1st down Lions!

The offense came out for this second series in a two TE package with #85 
junior Casey Ver Meulen to the right and Schultz to the left. The ball went to 
Graham on first down for 3-yards behind a surging O-line, but on 2nd down 
the Titans OLB, #18 junior Michael Mitchler, made a nice play and shut down 
the option for a loss of 2. Joiner did a good job of securing the ball, but it still 
meant an upcoming 3rd and long. Mitchler and Joiner would meet repeatedly 
throughout the night. #3 junior Sam Downer came in and split out left with 
Brewster and Parker out to the right. Joiner dropped back to pass and was 
immediately pressured by Mitchler. Joiner was still able hit Benefield on a check 
down route, but he had to dive to make the catch and the play was whistled 
dead at the spot. Eli Marshbank (your special teams player of the game) took 
Weick’s snap and booted the punt all the way down to the 32-yard line. A Titans 
penalty pushed them back another 10-yards making it 1st and 10 fron the 22.

Through much of the first quarter both defenses held strong. The game 
was being controlled in the trenches, but on this next series the Titans 
started gaining momentum. Elijah Green was running hard, the holes were 
starting to open and the Titans were getting good down field blocking. 
On 2nd and 3 from our 40, Coach McFarlin dialed up the first deep shot. 
Reavis faked the hand-off, dropped back 7-yards and cut it loose towards 
the right pylon. Their #2, junior Carson Harof, was blanketed by our #2, 
Cam Cainion (your 2-way player of the game), and while the ball was 
catchable, our #2 won the battle. Two plays later, with time ticking down in 
the 1st quarter, the Titans finally got their first big play of the game. Green 
took the hand-off wide around the left side. We tried to slice through to get 
a good tackling angle, but the Titans had formed a nice wall. Green had one 
man to beat near the 10, where he cut it back inside the numbers and found 
an open lane to the end zone. The PAT was good and we were down 7-0.

The ensuing kick crossed the goal line for a touchback and the offense went back to work looking for 
something positive. #50 junior Salim Miller, #29 sophomore Austin Taylor, #26 junior Zani Patasin and 
Marshbank all checked in on this series. Rogers ran hard on 1st and 2nd down and was rewarded with a 
fresh set of downs before a keeper by Joiner brought the quarter to a close with the Titans up 7-0.

A guy has 171 apples. If you take away 21, 
how many apples do you have?



The 2nd quarter started with runs by Graham and Rogers that both ended with seriously hard hits by 
the defenders. Their defense was fired up and forced us to punt yet again. The Titans began their next series 
near the 50 going east to west. Hull and Walker shut down 1st down for no gain then Reavis completed a 
short 6-yard pass to Cellilli on 2nd down. #22 freshman Justice Haynes got his first action taking the 3rd 
down hand-off around the left end for another 1st down. We started rotating in some linemen on this series 
including #59 junior Joel Chatfield, Ver Meulen and Wooden. Some good 
solid tackling was punctuated with a tackle for a 2-yard loss by Stevens on 
3rd down. Apparently a little outside their kicking comfort zone, the Titans 
were once again looking to convert on 4th down. Reavis dropped back 
and cut loose a quick pass in the direction of #17 just beyond the sticks, 
but Walker Stevens (your defensive player of the game) stepped in front 
of the pass to deflect it away. He surely saw a pick going the other way in 
his mind, but we’ll gladly take the turnover on downs. Unfortunately,  our 
offense wasn’t able to do anything with the opportunity and went 3-and-
out on 3 consecutive runs. Marshbank’s kick was a good one, forcing a fair 
catch at the Titans 23.

With 5 minutes remaining in the half we were still very much in this game. We hadn’t had much luck 
on offense, but our defense was holding their own. We’d made some great stops, and with the exception 
of one nice run by Green, we were toe-to-toe. But sometimes all it takes is 5 minutes to change the course 
of a game, for better or worse. The Titans took to the air on this drive and completed back-to-back-
to-back passes totaling 57-yards. They were suddenly on our 18-yard line looking for another score. 

Green took the hand-off left, broke 2 tackles and 
had a head of steam going towards to goal, but 
Benefield stepped up and made a massive hit at 
the 1 that forced the ball loose. Wingo and a Titan 
raced for the loose ball near the back of the end 
zone where it appeared to cross over the back line 
before anyone had clear control. The refs huddled 
and without a clear, difinitive view of the result, 
they chose in favor of the home team – missed it 
by that much. The PAT was good and the score 
was now 14-0.

I’d like to tell you we went into the half only down 14-0, but sadly, sometimes When It Rains It Pours . 
After Rogers was swarmed over at the 15 on the kick-off, first down went nowhere, setting up the next turning 
point of the game. Joiner ran the option right with Wingo trailing near the sideline. Joiner eyed his pitch key 
waiting until the last possible moment to make his decision. He knew where Wingo was, but what he didn’t 
account for was the WR and DB were engaged near the line of scrimmage at the exact same spot. The pitch 
deflected off of the receiver and hit the ground where it was recovered at the 11-yard line by the Titans with 
under 1 minute remaining. It only took 1 play from that point, as Haynes took the hand-off around the left 
end for the score. The kick was good and we were suddly staring at a 21-0 hole with the half winding down. 
We managed to move the ball and get one 1st down before time expired and the team went in to regroup.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kiXqJjLCILE


The more you take away from me, the bigger I shall get. 
What am I??

The Titans would get the ball to start the 2nd half. A good drive capped off by a score would surely make 
a comeback a daunting task, but a defensive stop could give these young Lions new hope. Marshbank’s kick 
sailed beyond the goal line for the touchback. Chatfield checked in at DT and the defense had a gleam of 
redemption in their eye. The Titans picked up a few quick first 
downs, but suddenly started to implode. 3 penalties pushed 
them back to their 20 where they were looking at 1st and 31. 
Reavis went to the air looking to pick it all up in one play, but 
Rogers had the inside position on the receiver and picked it 
off near midfield for our 2nd turnover of the season. Now we 
just needed to do something with it.

After a 1st down dive for a mere 1-yard gain, Coach Standard 
dialed up our first down field shot. Joiner faked the hand-off 
to Graham then took a quick 2-step drop and unloaded an 
arching pass down the left sideline in the direction of Parker. Parker had 1-step on the defender, but the ball 
unfortunately had 1-step on Parker. A nice attempt, but it still meant 3rd and long. We called another dive to 
Graham on 3rd and 9, but the Titans were ready for it. The shortest distance between two points may always 
be a straight line, but in this case, the odds of a 9-yard gain were not in our favor. Marshbank dropped back 
to punt and got the kick off cleanly, but as soon as the ball left his foot one of the Titans made contact with 
his leg. It was deemed a ‘running into the kicker’ penalty, which came with 5-yards and now meant we had 
a 4th and 2. What to do? We were in no position to play it safe, we HAD to go for it. 

We lined up in our standard 3 RB/2 WR set only needing 2-yards. Joiner took the snap and was 
immediately pressured by Mitchler who came off the edge untouched. Nick Joiner (your offensive player of 

the game) took a massive shot, but somehow 
still got a blind pitch off to Cainion. With the 
edge now open and Wingo as a lead blocker, 
Cainion was able to turn on the jets, dart 
through traffic and get across the 40-yard 
line for a much needed pick up of 15. After a 
timeout, we chose to run the same play, but 
this time to the left. In similar fashion, Joiner 
delived a quick pitch to Cainion before taking 
another shot by Mitchler. Cainion weaved 
through 5 or 6 defenders with the help of a 

downfield escort by Wingo, Marshbank and Wooden, this time for a gain of 20. Now THIS is Golden 
Lion football! A pitch to Benefield on 1st down and a broken play on 2nd, set up a 3rd and 6 from the 
14.          We went back to the left option and the short side of the field, and yet again Joiner was under 



They are dark and on the run, without sun there will be none. 
What are they??

immediate pressure. I really don’t know how he got this one off, but he somehow delivered the pitch to 
Benefield. Mason hit the edge with a fury to set up a 1st and goal-to-go from the 9. Three consecutive dive 
plays to Graham later, behind the surging “Hawgs” – Joseph Miller, Wooden, Weick, Sanflippo, Schultz, 
Ver Meulen and #61 junior Dustin Popuga (who had come in for an injured Charlie Long), we had our 
first points of the night. But more importantly, it gave our team a renewed faith that we could turn things 
around. Weick’s snap to Joiner was on target and Marshbank’s kick was good! We had cut it to 21-7 with 
under 3-minutes remaining in the 3rd quarter.

Taylor and Salim Miller rotated in on this next defensive series. We had our sights set on another 
defensive stop and another chance for the offense to chip away at the lead. The Titans started with back-
to-back runs by Elijah Green for a quick 1st down then Stevens darted through the line on the next play 
to drop him for a 3-yard loss bringing up 2nd and 13. This led to the next tipping point, but sadly this one 
swayed in the favor of the Titans. First, Reavis launched a 28-yard completion to #81 senior James Bryant, 
then Green took a hand-off around the right end for another 24. In 2 shakes of a lambs tail they were in 
the red zone with the quarter winding to an end. On the first play of the 4th quarter Green capped off his 
night with one final touchdown and the Titans had extended the lead to 28-7.

It would’ve been easy for a young team to hang their heads after that last score. We had fought hard 
to make it a game again and for a while we had the 2nd half momentum. The offense came back out, 
this time with #49 junior Ben Dillon at fullback. After a 9-yard pick up by Cainion on 1st down, Dillon 
converted on the 3rd down hand-off. Joiner went to the air on 1st down and found Cainion, who had 
slipped out of the backfield on a 16-yard wheel route. We were executing the plays and moving the 
chains. Joiner dropped back again, but this time had to pull it down and scramble, getting 7-yards in the 
process. 3 plays later Cainion took the left sweep for 26-yards, but the play was unfortunately negated 
by a holding call...rats! The drive stalled and we were forced to punt again. But all was not lost, for on 1st 
down the Titans put the ball on the ground and Salim Miller got to it first. That’s 3 turnovers on the night 
by our defense! Our Lions had a new set of down at the 25 and a great chance for points.

We whittled away at the short end of their field on carries by Benefield and Graham with Joiner then 
converting a 4th and 2. We looked to be making headway, but the drive finally stalled at the 10-yard line 
with a 4th and 16 staring us in the face. Marshbank came out for what would be the final 3-points of the 
game. The clock counted down to zero, then the teams exchanged handshakes at midfield. Though we had 
won the 2nd half, the 21 point deficit proved too much to overcome.

FINAL SCORE: Titans 28 – Golden Lions 10

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3vH8OGI1i0c


I always run, I never walk. I sometimes sing but cannot talk.
No head on which a hat to place. You always look me in the face.

What am I??

Let’s take a moment to play arm chair quarterback and assess what we experienced last Friday night. 
Let’s start with what we know. First, we know we’re a young team with limited returning starters, some in 
completely new roles. No one expects this kind of team to be in sync this early in the season. Second, we 
were playing the top ranked back-to-back defending 4A champions. Playing at their field makes that even 
more challenging. Third, we had a handful of players who were expected to see action, but for various 
health related reasons had to sit this one out. That’s not an excuse, just one more thing we had to overcome. 

Here’s the good news. Everything I just mentioned is a positive going forward. No team gets better by 
only playing lesser opponents. You have to challenge yourselves to see how far you’ve come and help build 
the bridge for how far you can go. Now, I readily admit I really hate seeing those pesky Titans the first game 
each season...but I also understand it. We will learn from this, we will get better, and if our paths cross again 
in the playoffs, then we’ll serve up a good dose of redemption. As my opening quote stated, “a setback is just 
a setup for a comeback.” Until then....

This week we’ll take on another crosstown rival in the Dunwoody Wildcats. We are once again the away 
team, but this game will actually be played at a neutral site, North DeKalb Stadium. We had our way with the 
‘cats’ last year, whipping them 45-21. We were up 42-7 at one point, but let them squeak out a few meaningless 
scores late in the game. Over the first 2 quarters of that game Dunwoody had 9 possessions, 3 first downs, 25 
yards (a -12 net in the 1st quarter), completed 1 of 13 passes for 3 yards and threw 1 interception. Our offense 
was lights OUT with 305 yards of total offense, 10-yards per carry, 36-yards per completion and 6 TDs.                     
They certainy remember that drubbing and are surely envisioning a good dose of redemption themselves. 

The Wildcats quarterback is #5 junior Davis Ledoyen (6’3, 190). He got some playing time last year as 
a sophomore and has surely improved his game since then. The Wildcats run a spread offense, many times 
with 4 wideouts. #14 senior Jaxon Warshaw (5’5, 170) is their featured back. He’s a bowling ball of a runner 
who keeps his pads low to the ground. Tackle him high and you’ll likely end up on your backside. Their best 
receiver is #19 senior Tyler Eith (6’3, 190). He’s an all-around athlete with good speed to go with his size. 
Be on the look out for a few trick plays because they ARE coming. We’ll definitely see at least one halfback 
pass, so our DBs will need to stay alert. They’re not an overpowering team, but I fully expect them to put 
up a better fight than they did last year. If we can get our boys healed up and focused then we’ll be ready to 
take it to ‘em and then take our first trip of the season up to the bells. Sound good to you?!



Happy Birthday Mr. Spellman!



Between the Lions
Our Golden Lions are back at for another exciting season. 
I’ll collect the odds and ends of what I find in the media 

each week and share it here – Between the Lions!

Class AAAA rankings –
  1T. Cartersville (1-0)   6. Cairo (1-0)
  1T. Blessed Trinity (1-0)  7. Woodward Academy (1-0) 
  3. Troup (0-0)    8. St. Pius (0-1)
  4. Marist (0-0)    9. Burke County (1-0)
  5. Sandy Creek (0-0)   10. Mary Persons (0-1)

AJC – 10. (8) St. Pius (0-1)
Last week: Lost to Blessed Trinity 28-10. St. Pius, which lost nine starters on both offense and defense, 
played a good second half after trailing 21-0 at halftime. RB Jack Graham’s one-yard run midway into the 
third quarter cut the lead to 21-7, but St. Pius got no closer. Next: Friday at Dunwoody (0-0)

11-Alive covered the game, even though we didn’t win the Game of the Week contest that ran all week. 
Here’s a link to a few of the highlights. [Link] 

Here’s what the Dunwoody Crier had to say this week –
     St. Pius X drops opener in crosstown showdown [Link]
     Dunwoody set to face playoff powerhouse St. Pius [Link]

GHSF Daily – City, private schools are reclass challenge

The GHSA is serious about leveling playing fields with the private and city schools that dominate the all-
sports standings, but those schools got a break Monday when the GHSA’s reclassification committee voted not 
to move them more than one classification higher than their enrollment puts them in 2020. That’s the most 
expedient move politically. The GHSA would risk an uproar among those city and private schools, if not a legal 
challenge, if the association didn’t proceed gently. But the stated rationale for the decision was questionable.
Potential rankings  – These would be the current Maxwell Ratings in football for 4A, 5A and 6A classifications 
under the new ruling.
 Class AAAAAA  Class AAAAA   Class AAAA
 1. Lee County   1. Blessed Trinity  1. Troup
 2. Buford   2. Warner Robins  2. Burke County
 3. Cartersville   3. Marist   3. Greater Atlanta Christian
 4. Northside   4. Stockbridge   4. Benedictine
 5. Rome   5. Calhoun   5. Lovett
 6. Valdosta   6. St. Pius   6. Cairo
 7. Coffee   7. Jones County  7. Mary Persons
 8. Allatoona   8. Dutchtown   8. Sandy Creek
 9. Harrison   9. Bainbridge   9. Dublin
 10. Dacula   10. Kell   10. Thomson

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YdOiZKZyI38
http://www.thecrier.net/sports/article_2a510b90-c8cb-11e9-a9d1-93eb41ad0302.html
http://www.thecrier.net/sports/article_affe9362-c8ca-11e9-8732-1bbf1cbdcf44.html


X PLUS Z
This week Z caught up with Golden Lions starting senior quarterback, #12 Nick Joiner.

Z: How are you feeling physically after last week’s game, and in general, how 
are you feeling about the season?

NJ: I injured my back last week vs. BT so I’m in some pain right now, but I 
have been getting treatment throughout the week, seeing a chiropractor and I’m 
hoping I can play on Friday night vs. Dunwoody. We’ve got several guys nicked 
up, but they’re seeing Schmitty and getting better. As for the first game and the 
season, BT is a talented team that has had a lot of success. I was excited to see 
how well we did in the second half after being down 21-0 at halftime. The second half we showed up great.  
Our O-Line was great, the receivers did a great job and the running backs all ran the ball pretty hard.  
I’m very optimistic about this season and I’m looking forward to getting everyone on the same page and 
getting better every week.

Z: Talk about this senior class and how (over time) you all have been able to stick together?

NJ: There were 44 of us when we first started in 9th grade and now we’re down to 11. It is a special group 
of guys that have stayed together through the years (lots of ups and downs) and we’ve gotten closer over 
time by working hard together during the early morning workouts, summer drills and just sticking it out.  
We’re also a pretty close group outside of football too. We spend lots of time together, hanging out having 
fun and it has brought us closer as a group of seniors.

Z: You’re not gonna play much DB this year it looks like right? Do you miss it?

NJ: Yeah of course I’m gonna miss it big time. I loved playing safety and there might be a chance for me to 
play some defense this year once QB Dennis O’Shea #11 (junior) gets back to 100%, so you never know.  
The thing I liked about playing defense is learning to read the play before it starts. I’m not the fastest 
player in the world but I like to direct players to get in the right position on defense. When I’m watching 
on the sidelines now, when we’re on defense I’m yelling out to the defense wanting to call out the plays 
they’re about to run.

Z: This is your third year as a starter. You’ve been the younger guy, and now you’re one of the veterans. 
How has that prepared you for your current role, in particular to take over the reigns on offense at QB?

NJ: When I was a sophomore it was a similar situation to what we’re in now. I think there were 14 seniors 
and they had a similar role to us now with being a small class and lots of younger guys playing. Last 
year’s seniors, there were 28, did a great job with the younger guys - so now it is our turn to help these 



guys along. By the time the region games roll around we’ll be ready and these younger guys who are 
getting a chance to play early will really help the team a lot.

As QB, I have to have the mentality of a leader and lead the offense. Kind of like when I played safety,           
I have to make sure the guys are all lined up in the right position. I think being QB is an even more 
important role now to help lead the offense.

Z: What do you know about Dunwoody this week?  There are likely some familiar faces on the other side 
of the ball from your early football playing days @ Murphey Candler?

NJ: Dunwoody’s defense runs some complex schemes. They usually show a 4-3 but last year they came out 
in a 5-0 which they hadn’t shown before, then they went into a base defense, so honestly we’re prepared for 
just about anything they’ll do against us. As for the guys I know on Dunwoody, their MLB I’ve known since 
our 8 year old football playing days and I’m pretty good friends with their WR #19. I’m just excited to play 
against those guys. I don’t see there being any smack talk during the game. There might be some jawing 
since we all know one another but it’s all good. I actually found out this week (and someone showed me a 
picture) that when I played at Murphey Candler on the Falcons in pee wee football that I played against 
current teammate OT #69 Marc Weick (senior) who was on the Titans. We both wore #44 for our teams, 
the picture was pretty hilarious and we didn’t even know about that until just this week.   

Z: You’ve also had quite a basketball career at St. Pius, being part of two state championship games.  How 
has that experience been for you and how do you balance your time between the two sports.

NJ: Yeah basketball has been tons of fun at St. Pius X. I’ve always loved playing basketball and when I 
was younger I’d play by myself, just shoot around, I enjoy it a lot. At the end of the football season there is 
some overlap so I miss the start of basketball, so it takes some time to get back into the flow of the season, 
but I look forward to basketball when football ends. I have learned a lot about time management playing 
multiple sports at St. Pius X. During the summer it is tough because we go to basketball camps and there 
is also football practice that I sometimes miss but the coaches understand. If I had to choose a sport it’d 
probably be football. I enjoy my position on the team and being there for the guys. I’ve been playing 
football since the 2nd grade so I guess you can say that it is my favorite sport. 

Z: Not to get too far ahead of ourselves as the season is just getting started, but when your time at St. Pius 
X ends, what are some of the things you’ll miss most about the football program?

NJ: I’ll really miss the culture of the team - the brotherhood that we have formed. I honestly think about it 
often. The feeling of running down the stadium stairs on home game on a Friday night is really tough to 
explain. I get goosebumps every single time. When we walk hand in hand and come around the walkway 
down the steps to the stadium and all the parents and fans are lined up to greet the team as we make our 
way to the field is something I’ll remember for the rest of my life. The team hears the roar of the crowd and 
it gets us all so hyped up for the game. The fans are the ones who create the hype and the excitement for 
the team and we all feed off that energy. That is a memory that will stay with me forever.  



Z: Have you had a favorite class or teacher in your time at St. Pius X?

NJ: Ms. Williams, my Freshman year religion teacher.  She’s so nice and also she taught my older brother 
too.  I’m pretty into math so I’ve also enjoyed Ms. Stilson’s math class. I’m not sure where it all started, 
but I’ve always enjoyed math, so I guess you could say it is my favorite subject.  

Z: Where did you go to school before St. Pius?

NJ: Chamblee Middle School

Z: Did you play any other sports growing up besides football and basketball?

NJ: I played lacrosse for 3 yrs in 3rd thru 5th grade and then again in my Sophomore year at St. Pius, but 
I didn’t play last year. I needed some down time to rest in-between seasons and also to make sure to stay 
focused on my school work and grades.

Z: What do you do with your time when you’re not on the football field or basketball court, if there is any?

NJ: I like to hang out with my friends at the lake. I also like to spend time with my girlfriend. When I’m 
at home I like to hang out in my room and rest up for the next day. I’m not too into video games, but 
occasionally I’ll watch some TV shows.

Z: Do you have any pre-game rituals on Friday?

NJ: Not really. I do wear two pairs of socks and I’ve always done that. I wear a Nike sock and then over 
that I’ll wear the St. Pius game sock. For pre-game meals there is a small group of us that usually sit 
together. I try not to be too superstitious because I’m afraid that if I forget to do something that it might 
mess me up for the next game, so I just try to keep it pretty simple. 

Z: What colleges are in the mix for you at this point? Any aspirations to play sports in college? If so, 
football or basketball?

NJ: I’m looking at Florida State, South Carolina, Indiana and Georgia where my brother goes. As for 
sports, I haven’t really decided and I don’t have any offers at this point. There were a few colleges that 
came in and talked to some of us. Those were Center College, Arkansas State, Berry College, Davidson 
and a few other smaller schools in the Southeast. I’m not ruling anything out at this point, we’ll just have 
to see how the season goes.

Z: Thanks, Nick for your time and we’re all looking forward to cheering on the Golden Lions Friday night 
vs. Dunwoody. Anything you’d like to share with the fans?

NJ: Thanks. I’d say to the fans, even though we have a small senior class in numbers we are the leaders 
and we have a lot of young guys that are getting a chance to play early. Give us some time to come together 
and once we get it rolling, we’re going to be a pretty tough team to beat down the stretch.  



Scout Team players of the week for the Blessed Trinity game are:
Tommy Serrano • A.J. Crawford • Cameron DeBose • Liam Klosky 

Answers to riddles: 1) 21  2) Hole  3) Shadows  4) Clock

2 quarters in, we were down 21,
A sizeable hole under a late August sun,

But as the shadows dispersed our pride found its roar,
Fighting hard til the end and the clock ticked no more.

This Friday night we take on our second crosstown rival, the Dunwoody Wildcats. 
We need all of Lion Nation showing out loud and proud!!

WE’LL SEE YOU THERE!


