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-FACTORTheThe

 hampionships are won and lost in the winter’s cold. Spring is a season of   
  rebirth and growth. Summer is filled with long, sweat soaked days from the 
work required for the coming climb. But fall – fall is the season we wait for with every 
beat of  our hearts. Fall is the reason for every other season. 



To our valued sponsors we say THANK YOU!
*Click the logos for a quick link to each website

I am free for the taking.
Through all your life, though given but once at birth.

I am less than nothing in weight, 
but will fell the strongest of you if held.

What am I??

As dawn broke last Friday, August 17th, across the north Atlanta suburbs, it didn’t bring with it the 
typical summer swelter we’ve grown accustomed to these past few months. Instead, the skies on this mid-
August morning were blanketed by a dull, gray stillness with a faint breeze beginning to rise from beneath. 
It felt as if God had hit the snooze button, pulled the covers overhead and said “5 more minutes”…
everyone needs to hit the snooze button on occasion. 

I was in the car driving towards St. Pius to tape off my seats for the nights’ highly anticipated clash of 
Georgia Catholic high school football powerhouses. The past 2 years I’d been making this trek regularly 
to drop off my non-driving son for zero period, so once a week for a home game is a breeze. As I arrived 
and headed for the stadium stairs with my duct tape and sharpie in hand, I looked up to see a small window 
form in the midst of the clouds directly above the school, just enough to allow the first rays of the day to 
peek through. A beautiful site to be sure, but for some reason this moment felt different, somehow unique. 
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After completing my morning mission of securing my place in the stands, I looked down on George 
B. Maloof Field below with those first rays of light beaming down on the turf. That’s when it dawned on 
me what I was experiencing. I was witnessing the birth of a new football season. The parting of the clouds 
felt a little like God had created a peephole so he could look in on the days’ events. The clouds eventually 
broke and we were back to 80+ degree temps and Georgia humidity when kickoff finally rolled around at 
7:30 pm. Thank you Lord for the moment, but can you please do something about this heat now?

 

Earlier in the week it was deemed that opening night would be a “white out” for the Pius fan base. 
I was a little confused as I noticed a good number of students dressed all in black. I assume they were 
Blesses Trinity students trying to counter our student section. It felt a little like Spy vs. Spy up in the 
stands, if you remember that comic.

 You could sense the pre-game tension within the Golden 
Lions’ fan section. It’s understandable, we were about to face 
the AAAA state champs and they were returning 2/3 of their 
starters. They had recent experience in winning the big games 
and we knew they were coming in confident. We also knew that 
one of our key starters, #24 junior Jacob Pajer, had experienced 
an unlucky, non-contact foot injury Monday at practice. He 
was slated to play a significant roll in all 3 phases and was 
now ruled out, so we had to make some last minute position 
changes. That’s nothing new for football, but it’s even more 
challenging when your season starts a week earlier than in past 
years and the players are still getting comfortable with their 
new roles. Another one of life’s lesson taught through football.



When today’s captains, seniors #9 Jason Jones, #18 Connor Egan, #29 Demarcus Mitchell (this week’s 
2-way player of the game) and #55 Connor Brown, finally made their way down the stairs, the stands were 
packed. Both teams’ captains met at the 50, shook hands and got final instructions from the officials. The 
coin flip determined that we would get the ball going from right to left 
across your radio dial. The excitement started to rise from the ground like 
a low growl when the Lion Walk started with seniors #7 Mike Spear and 
#85 Chris Miller out front carrying the flags. A quick prayer and then the 
team broke through the banner to signal the beginning of the 2018 season. 

It’s go time.

Back deep at the center of the goal line 
was #13 Michael Benefield, hopeful for a 
returnable kick and an electric start. Michael’s 
2017 season was truncated by injuries, so 
seeing him back on the field was a welcome 
sight. Blessed Trinity lined up for the kick 
and senior kicker #3 sent it just beyond the goal line to signal an automatic 
touchback and a start for the Golden Lions offense at the 20-yard line.

The Golden Lions lined up in their traditional 1 back, 2 wing setup 
with receivers spread out wide to each side. As we’re known to do, we 

showed a little pre-snap wingback movement to try and trip up the defense and it worked to perfection. 
“Encroachment, defense, 1st and 5 from the 25”. But we turned around and gave that gift right back with 
an offside penalty of our own. It was the longest 3 seconds off the clock I can ever recall. When we finally 
got a play off it didn’t get any better. An option play from Egan to Benefield was off the mark and the 
ball fell to the turf, but thankfully Benefields’ quickness allowed him to fall on the ball for no gain. Deep 
breath…opening jitters expelled...focus. We then drew a 2nd defensive encroachment penalty and were 
looking at 2nd and 5 from the 25. Ok, boys, we got this. This time we went with a quick pitch right to 
Jones, but it also missed the mark, hit the turf and bounced back to the 11-yard line where we again dodged 
a bullet and fell on the ball. 1 penalty and 2 fumbles and we were on our heels under the shadow of our 
own goal post. This time we ran a dive play to Mitchell off right guard for a gain of 6, which gave us a 
little room to maneuver for a punt. #39 senior Nolan Aldrich took the snap, caught it a little off the outside 
of his foot and the ball sailed out of bounds crossing over at our own 34-yard line. They had great field 
position for their first possession and we were still trying to weather an early storm.

Violet, indigo, blue and green, yellow, orange and red;
These are the colors you have seen after the storm has fled.

What am I??

Their first play was nearly a gift-wrapped miracle. They threw a quick wide receiver screen right to #17 
senior Quentin Reese that was well defended by #93 senior Will Possert. It looked like for a moment that it 
was caught and then fumbled into the waiting hands of #12 junior Nick Joiner with 70 yards of open green 



pasture in front of him. No such luck, incomplete pass. It should be noted that Possert was filling in for Jacob 
Pajer at cornerback. Considering this was short notice and new territory for Will, I’d say he did a darn fine 
job. A quick completion to the right, another to the left, a Steele Chambers run up the middle and the Titans 
were knocking on the door at our 2-yard line. One QB sneak later by #9 senior Jake Smith and the score 
was 6-0 with a successful PAT to follow. Certainly not the way we envisioned the first 3 minutes happening.

Football coaches and players don’t envision failure. Their primary focus is on successfully executing 
plays and schemes, as it should be. How you respond to adversity is one of the greatest lessons football 
teaches. With that in mind, we came out with a renewed spark. Benefield took the ensuing kick at the goal 
line and ran up the right hash with some graceful footwork and carried a few defenders out to the 38-yard 
line. A good answer to a poor start.

The first play of the drive continued the 
momentum. Mitchell took a hand off over left guard 
and found open space in the middle of the defense for 
a gain of 18. A Benefield run, 2 runs each by Egan 
and Mitchell with some nice blocking by the Hawgs 
– seniors #50 Sam Granelli, #53 Steven Hudson (this 
week’s offensive player of the game), #55 Connor 
Brown, #56 Trent Gavron, #85 Chris Miller, #32 
Patrick Kremer and #70 junior Joe Miller – and we 
were in business in the red zone. Things were looking 
up. We were making a conscious effort to play to the short side of the field and away from star LB Chambers. 
The defense sensed this too and on the next 2 plays snuffed out runs near the line of scrimmage. On 3rd and 
long, as expected, we went to the air. The problem is, they knew it too and sent a strong rush after Egan. With 
no time to let the play develop, Egan scrambled and was ultimately sacked for a 10-yard loss. Certainly not 
out of range for Aldrich, we attempted a 45-yard field goal to get our first points on the board. The snap and 
set were good, the distance was plenty, but the kick sailed wide left and the score remained 7-0. The crowd 
sighed and BT took over possession at the 20.

They went deep on 1st down, but we were ready and the ball fell harmlessly incomplete. An illegal 
procedure and 2 incompletions later we were looking at a 4th and long and a chance to get a much needed 
and timely 3 and out. Unfortunately, a late hit on the intended receiver the previous play gave them a free 
15 and a free set of downs…a big misstep at a crucial moment. Thankfully, the first quarter drew to a close 
and we were only down by 1 score.

Early in the 2nd quarter we were looking at another 3rd and long. We had an opportunity to keep it 
close and get the ball back, but a quick connection to fullback #16 J.D. Bertrand, and the Titans converted 
with an 18-yard pick up. 1st and 10 near midfield. A few yards here, a few more there and the drive stayed 
alive. We held up pretty well on 1st and 2nd downs, but they continued to convert on 3rd. Finally, they 
had the ball inside the 10 and on 3rd down missed a wide open #16 to force a FG attempt. The kick was 
good, but again fate flinched. A roughing the kicker penalty forced a 1st and goal from the 4. Still, we 
showed resolve. A LB blitz from the right edge by #26 senior Sam Schwaner on 1st down gave us our first 
sack. #23 senior Zach Ranson (this week’s defensive player of the game) followed that up with one of 
his 7 solo tackles on 2nd down for a 2-yard loss, and the Titans were looking at 3rd and goal from the 17.                   



We still had a chance to get out of this with minimal or no damage. But Steele Chambers had other plans. 
He took a pitch to the right, side stepped the pursuit of one defender in the back field and sprinted for the 
right pylon. Touchdown Titans and another opportunity missed by the Lions.

The defense was working hard and had already been on the field 
far too long this early in the game. We needed something good to 
happen and happen fast, and that’s exactly what we got. On the first 
play from scrimmage following the ensuing kickoff, Benefield took a 
pitch left, eluded one defender and simply outraced the rest for an 80-
yard lightning strike. Key blocks from wing back #25 senior Ted Wach 
(this week’s special teams player of the game) and left tackle #70 Joe 
Miller, bought Benefield just enough time to hit the edge. It was just 
the spark Lion nation needed. At first glance it looked like this one was 
coming back with a yellow flag lying on the field near the original line 
of scrimmage. Thankfully, the penalty was on the defense and the score 
counted. Aldrich’s PAT was true and it was 14-7. We had new life.

The 15-yard penalty by Blessed Trinity from the previous play had 
us kicking off from the BT 45-yard line. Putting it into the end zone 
would be no problem if that’s what the coaches chose to do. Instead, 
we attempted a pooch kick down the left side near the 10 in hopes of pinning them deep. The kick hit the 
ground near the 10 and skipped left going out of bounds at the 5 before it reached the end zone. This is 
where things got a little confusing. There was apparently a motion penalty on the Lions and after some 
discussion with the BT head coach it was deemed a re-kick would happen from the 50-yard line. A good 
break for the Lions, as they would have automatically had it on the 35 otherwise. This time Aldrich kicked 
the ball through the end zone and the Titans would take over that the 20 with 3:55.

The down side of a quick offensive scoring strike is that the defense doesn’t get much of a breather. 
Doing so on a warm muggy night only compounds the effect. 1st down ended with a 5-yard run to the 
right by #29 Elijah Green and 2nd down ended with a 4 yard-completion to #6 Ryan Davis on the left. 
That play could have been much bigger had Joiner not seen it coming and run up to make the tackle before 
Davis could get to the edge. 3rd and 1 and yet another chance to make a big play and get our offense back 
on the field. A quick pitch left to Green gave him enough time to survey the situation and either take it to 
the sideline or cut it back upfield. He made the right decision. Joiner blasted through on the edge and had 
the play snuffed out if Green tried to get to the sideline. He cut it back to the middle, narrowly missing the 

defenders outstretched arm and got the necessary yardage 
for the first down. Another chance missed our grasp. 

On first down another run by Green, off right tackle this 
time, was immediately stuffed by #77 senior William Kibler. 
Kibler along with #54 junior John McKimmey, #75 senior 
Benji McKey, #75 junior Lawson Schultz, #15 senior Patrick 
Molnar, Schwaner and Spear had all done a good job near 
the line of scrimmage, holding a very strong running game 
to less than 4 yards on most plays. No easy task. It was 2nd 



and 8 from the Titans 48 with 0:40 on the clock. With all that had happened in the first half there was STILL 
a chance to come out of the half only down 1 score and maybe have a little momentum going into the 3rd 
quarter. The Titans called their last time out to talk it over, a great opportunity to call a misdirection or trick 
play with the clock winding down. They came out lined up with 2 men spread out wide left with Davis in the 
slot, the same formation as 2 plays before. This time however, we got caught looking in the backfield at the 
pump fake and speedy #17 shot past the DBs to find an opening down the sideline. A perfect pass would have 
surely yielded a touchdown, but it was a little off the mark and the receiver maneuvered to make a nice catch. 

With under 30 seconds remaining we called our final time out to regain our composure. If we could 
stop them on this next play we could hold them to a mid-range field goal attempt and still minimize 
the damage. Knowing this the Titans went back to their bag of tricks and pulled out the perfect play.            
They flooded their receivers to the right, pulling our DBs strong to that side. On the snap Chambers gave a 
quick fake like he was pass blocking, then snuck out for a wheel route down the left. The throw was put in 
a place, over the defender, where only Chambers could get it and it was 20-7, soon to be 21-7 at the half. 
With no time to make anything happen without too much risk, we went into the half down 2 touchdowns 
and looking for answers. We needed to make some adjustments and game plan for the 3rd and 4th quarters. 
A 2nd half comeback was certainly not out of reach.

I can speak with my hard metal tongue.
But I cannot breathe, for I have no lung.

What am I??

The 3rd quarter began under the lights as the sun disappeared behind the far side pines. We kicked off 
from right to left and drove it into the left corner of the end zone for a touchback. The Titans came out 
with 2 receivers to the right and attempted another wide receiver screen to Davis, but again Joiner saw it 
coming and stopped it before it could even start. 2nd and 11. They handed off to Elijah Green for an 8-yard 
gain and again it was 3rd down. If you can pull some positive from what we had seen so far, it was that we 
were keeping them in check on 1st and 2nd down forcing a 3rd down conversion to keep their drives alive. 
But time after time they made the right call and a key block, or we took a bad angle or incurred a penalty. 
Ask any coach, nothing drives you as crazy as a high 3rd down conversion rate for the other offense. 

BT continued to whittle away at the drive with a pass here, a run there and a QB keeper for good 
measure. Within 3 minutes they were back in the red zone. A marginal late hit penalty on the near sideline 
on a QB keeper and the Titans were knocking on the door again. 2 subsequent touches by Chambers, a 
PAT, and the score was 28-7.

As I mentioned in last week’s X-Factor, the end of the 2nd quarter and beginning of the 3rd are critical 
times in any football game. The last 4 minutes of the 1st half and the first 4 minutes of the 2nd half drive 
home just how true that statement is. But the underlying truth that could easily be overlooked is that there 
is no quit in this team. We took possession and began a brief, but positive drive. We failed to convert on a 
3rd and 9 on a bullet from Egan to Ranson, but we still churned out a few first downs and gave the defense 
some much needed rest.



The 3rd quarter wound down quickly as BT kept the ball on the ground gaining 4-5 yards per play. We 
kept creating 3rd downs, but they continued to convert. Their O-line was fueled by the momentum and 
looked to push every pile forward. You could see the fatigue and cramping start to set in as the quarter ran 
down under 1 minute. The final scoring nail came on a 41-yard run by Green as he took the hand off over 
left guard and cut it back to the right to find an opening. As the quarter ended the scoreboard read Blessed 
Trinity 35, St. Pius 7.

The final 12+ minutes were highlighted by a nice kick return by Schwaner, some good runs by Wach 
and #8 sophomore Mason Benefield, and then capped off late in the quarter on a 13-yard scoring run by 
#22 freshman Cameron Cainion on a left sweep. We failed to convert earlier in the quarter on a 4th and 
goal, which may have been the exclamation mark that this wasn’t to be our night. We got the score to 
35-13 and that’s where it stayed. The night’s battles had been hard fought, but the key plays we needed to 
keep the game close going into the 4th never came our way. The players and coaches met at the 50 for the 
proverbial “good game” exchanges and that was that.

Agile on my feet, I drive canines mad.
I hiss when I’m angry and hum when I’m glad.

What am I??
The week following a loss is haunted by an uneasy feeling for those who are emotionally vested. Even 

more so when it’s to a foe you desperately wanted to show well against. The players and coaches will 
certainly be working hard to rectify the mistakes and improve a little more with each week. The fans just 
have to wait it out, knowing that the potential for a great season is still there. And even though my early 
prediction about an improved passing game weren’t displayed in game #1, I still have faith in our players 
and coaches that it will become a weapon this year that other teams have to plan for. 

Here’s the good news – out of the thousands of opening season games that were played this weekend 
across the country, HALF of the teams came out with an 0-1 record and NONE of them are eliminated 
from the playoffs (bet you didn’t know X has a math degree). We overcame that last year, and then some, 
to put together one of the finest 2nd half seasons in Golden Lions history. This year we can end this 
losing streak at 1 game and get back on track. So cast aside your doubts my friends, I fully expect to see a 
rejuvenated pack of Lions come out hungry this Friday.

Our opponents this week will be our neighbors to the north, the Dunwoody Wildcats. Coached by 
Mike Nash, the Wildcats come into the season ranked #55 in Georgia class 6A high school football. This 
will be their opener, as they had a bye week following their scrimmage with Appalachee HS (I found no 
sign of how that one turned out). The last 3 years have not been kind to the Wildcats. Coach Nash appears 
to have taken over mid-season in 2015 and it’s been an uphill climb for the cats since then with a record 
of 8-22 overall and 2-19 within their region.

Dating back to 2001, Paul Standard coached Golden Lion teams are 4-1 versus Dunwoody with our 
last meeting being a 10-7 Lions victory back in 2009. We have yet to face a Mike Nash coached team. 
Those 5 contests were decided by an average of 5 points, so don’t let the record blind you to the fact that 
the games were closely contested. If there’s one thing we know, a team that has seen recent struggles is 



certainly hungry and can be dangerous. There can be no looking past this team until the game is decided 
on the field and scoreboard, with the clock showing 0:00.

Dunwoody lists 3 quarterbacks on their roster with #14 junior Jaxon Warshaw (5’6, 190) looking to 
be the starter. He took the majority of snaps in their scrimmage, completing better than 50% of his passes. 
He had 1 long TD pass, 1 short TD pass after scrambling, and 1 pick-6. What he lacks in height he seems 
to make up for in toughness and keeping the play alive. #5 sophomore Davis LeDoyen (6’3, 190) saw 
playing time and also had a long TD pass and a pick-6. #18 junior Drew Koehler (6’0, 174) is 3rd on the 
list of potential QBs we’ll see.

The Wildcats run a zone read/pistol type offense (which they probably call the wildcat) with the 
quarterback always taking the sanp from a shotgun position. I don’t think they use as much zone read 
as other programs as it looks like the play is pre-scripted regardless of the pressure. They’ll show 2, 3 
or 4 WR sets with a heavy emphasis on 5-yard dump passes to the outside. We’ll have to mix in some 
pressure coverage to keep them honest, but we certainly can’t be blind to the hitch and go. They’re close 
to 50/50 run/pass mix if the run is working (oddly enough, they only list 2 RBs on their roster), but they 
are definitely going to put it in the air plenty. They apparently view the short pass as a run play.

From a size standpoint, the Wildcats average around 210 lbs on the front lines. The biggest of the 
bunch is #70 OL/DL sophomore Evin Scott (6’0, 280). That’s a mighty big boy by high school standards. 
#56 senior Terrance Davis (6’4, 245), #54 senior Daniel Claytor (6’0, 240), #76 sophomore Brendan 
Callahan (6’3, 240), #65 senior Joshua Reed (6’1, 230) and #71 junior Braden Cole (6’1, 230) round out 
their front wall. I’d say that’s a pretty substantial wall. We’ll need some good down field coverage and an 
occassional stunt or blitz to get to the quarterback.

Their defense primarily runs a 4-4-3 with 1 man high in the middle. This could bode well for the 
passing attack I’ve been warning you all about (it’s coming!). Sweep left, sweep right, then hit them over 
the top (at least that’s how this armchair QB pictures it). One of the Wildcats defensive playmakers is #13 
sophomore DB/WR Justin Jasper. He looks to be quick with his reads and fast on his feet. He’s the type 
of player that will chase you down from one sideline to the other when others have given up on the play. 
#53 senior Isom Thornton (5’10, 210) and #8 senior Thomas Neville (6’3, 195) will likely be patrolling 
the center of the defensive backfield. 

Looking at their roster I see some familiar names from the Atlanta Colts Youth Football days. I’ll be 
very interested to see how those young men have grown and developed over the past few years. Friendly 
rivalries between ex-teammates is one of the great things about football. Knock each other around for a 
few hours then end it with a hug and a smile at the 50...priceless.

Speaking of supporting your local youth football programs, this Friday is 
ACYA Night and Parochial School Night. We expect a good crowd with lots 
of rambuncious young ones running about, so plan on getting there early. I 
also recommend taping off your seats on Thursday night while attending JVs 
opening game against Holy Innocents at 5 pm and Mini Class Night at 7 pm.



This week Z caught up with #18 senior quarterback, Connor Egan.

Z:  You’re coming off another tough game against a great BT team.  What did you think about the team’s 
performance?

CE:  I thought both sides of the ball played solid, and the effort was there as it usually is with our team, but 
we’ve got to focus and clean up with the finer skills.

Z:  How was this BT team different from the past two years?

CE:  They are definitely a great team, as they usually are.  They were ready for us, and they knew our scheme.  
They play fast, they got to the ball quickly, and on offense, they work a lot through their two stud running backs.  
They are about as good as they’ve ever been that I’ve seen.

Z:  How does the team feel coming out of that game?

CE:  It’s definitely a little tough.  You don’t want to start the season with a loss, but maybe we were coming in a 
little too confident after the way we finished the season last year.  As much as I don’t like for it to have to be like 
this, but I feel like it might be a good wake-up call.  It’s got us refocused, and help face the fact that we have to 
start the season as a new team, and we’re not 0-0, but 0-1.

Z:  How are you feeling physically?

CE:  I was a little sore on Saturday and Sunday, but nothing more than a couple of bumps and bruises.

Z:  What do you do to recover from a game?

CE:  With the exception of the fact that I have to go see Coach Standard on Saturday morning to watch the 
offensive game film. I pretty much just stay in bed all day.  I’ll play a little Fortnite, play a little video games, 
but other than that not much.

Z:  How many Fortnite wins do you have?

CE:  I think something like 150.  I’m not sure of the exact number.

Z:  How does that compare with other guys on the team?

CE:  I wouldn’t say I’m the best, but I think I’m definitely up there.  I play a lot more than I should.  Since 
football season is going, I don’t get to play that much.  I only have the weekends.  During the summer I played 
way more than I should have.  Connor Brown is definitely better than me.  Nolan Aldrich is definitely better 
than me.  I still have a ways to go for sure.

Z:  You’re coming into your third year as a starter.  Talk a little bit about the progression from being a surprise 
starter as a sophomore, to being a leader and standard-bearer on the team.

X PLUS Z



CE:  Sophomore year was definitely a little tough because I was new to the offense as a whole, not even just 
playing at a varsity level.  I just kind of jumped in head first and had to learn as I went along.  That was tough, 
but I definitely had guys around me that I could lean on and count on to take care of me.  Junior year, I could tell 
when the season started that I had a handle on it a little better.  I was more confident, and I think I had bought 
into the scheme a little more.  I don’t really get nervous before games anymore.  I feel like Coach Standard 
really had me prepared, and I knew what I had to do.  I didn’t have to play out of my mind or anything special.  
I just had to play smart, and get the ball to the right guy.  I think that helped my confidence.  Even looking back 
at film from last year, I could definitely tell that I had a lot of improvement, and that was exciting.  Obviously I 
could have gotten bigger, faster, and stronger, but I didn’t want to get too confident.  In watching the BT game 
or the Woodward game from last year because they run the same defense as Dunwoody, so I had to watch the 
game again, I saw things and said, “I shouldn’t have done that” or “I should have done that differently.”  It’s 
definitely exciting going into my third year, and to have the opportunity to be able to adjust how I play, and just 
run my favorite offense. 

Z:  Do you feel like the game has slowed down for you as you’ve gotten more experience?

CE:  I definitely feel like it’s slowed down a lot.  When I walk up to the line, I see everything that’s going on, 
and I know how to make calls at the line a lot easier than I used to.  I understand everyone’s position, and that 
makes it a little bit easier for sure.  I know what the lineman are supposed to do…I know what the running 
backs are supposed to do.  I know who’s getting blocked and who I have to look out for, so the game has 
definitely slowed down for me.

Z:  Coach Standard told me last week that your arm strength has improved since last season.  He said as a result 
of that y’all may throw the ball around a little more.  Do you believe him?

CE:  (laughing) I take that with a grain of salt for sure.  Coach Liccardo has definitely done some great things 
with us in the weight room.  Everyone seems to have gotten a lot stronger since last season.  As much as I may 
think we should throw the ball a little more, you’ve got to trust what got you there.  In the quarterfinal game 
against Woodward last year, we didn’t attempt one pass, and that’s one my favorite statistics of my career.  I 
think I feel the way Coach does…if we don’t need it, why use it.

Z:  Your older brother Reid was a two-year starter before you stepped in to the role.  What sort of advice or 
counsel has he given you?

CE:  Especially as a sophomore when I didn’t really know what I was doing, I would always have a couple of 
questions when practice was over and I was already home.  He definitely helped a lot with that.  I would shoot 
him a text, and being who he is, he knew everything about what everyone was doing on offense and defense.  
It was definitely helpful to have him to ask questions.  He remembers everything, so he always knew what to 
say.  For my junior and senior years, as I’ve gotten more comfortable, he may not admit it, but, in terms of our 
offense, I think I know things a little bit better than him now.  He’d never admit that, though.  He always likes to 
shoot me a text before games, and reminds me that these are some of the best nights of my life, and try to enjoy 
it and make the best of it.  Things like that are a reminder that Friday nights under the lights are so special, 
and not to let them fly by.



Z:  Have y’all always had a good relationship, or have there been some brotherly beatings?

CE:  Unfortunately, I don’t think I’ve ever beaten him in anything.  There is definitely that competition between 
brothers, but with the three-year gap in ages, he is usually better in most things.  We’ve played basketball in the 
drive way, and every sport you can think of in the backyard, and he would always hand it to me.  I never gave 
up, but I haven’t captured a W in anything yet.  I think he’s got to be a little bit worried.

Z:  I’m sure those days are coming, and with the work that Coach Liccardo is doing, you have to be pretty fit.

CE:  I think those days are closer than further, but I’m not really in the mood where I’m going to go out and 
pick up the basketball and challenge him in the drive way.

Z:  As far as the position of quarterback goes, what is one thing that Reid would say you do better than him?

CE:  I think he was always more of the technical guy.  Like I was saying, he really knows everything that 
everyone needs to do.  He made all the reads really well.  There were games or practices where he wouldn’t 
have a single missed read on throwing the ball or running the triple-option.  I think the technical part of 
running our offense he was better at, but I think I have more of the physical part of the game.                        I 
can throw the ball a little better than he could.  I think I’m a little faster than him, and I think I’m a little better 
runner than him. 

Z:  For the team, you have a lot of experience coming back.  It seems like all of the skill players have two or 
three years of experience.  What does that do for you when you step up under center, and see a bunch of guys 
behind you who have made big plays?

CE:  I think our offense is definitely built on trust because we always have to rely on each other.  We’re not the 
biggest, fastest, or strongest guys any time we step on the field.  For the past three years, I’ve had to trust the 
guys around me to take care of business, and they’ve had to trust each other to make blocks.        It’s definitely 
reassuring knowing that there’s not going to be mental mistakes because everyone’s been doing it for so long.  
Everyone knows how to get on their blocks correctly, and where to be on certain plays.  Even if I slip up, I’ve 
got guys who call me on it.

Z:  Dunwoody is a new opponent on the schedule this year.  What do you know about them?

CE:  Like I said, they run a four-four, which is very similar to what Woodward ran in the quarterfinals.       I 
heard that they’ve been preparing for us all summer, and they’re pretty excited about playing us this year.  It’s 
not going to be an easy game, and we’re going to have to play a full four quarters.  We have to play better than 
we did last week, which is true every week, and we’re going to have to be locked in and focused on both sides 
of the ball.

Z:  In the classroom, who’s been your favorite or most influential teacher, outside of Coach Standard, in your time at Pius?

CE:  It’s pretty hard to pick a favorite teacher, but I would say that most of the coaches I’ve had as teachers are 
probably my favorite.  They understand the load of having practice after school every day, and they definitely 
want to work with you.  My freshman year I had Coach Geiger (now Schmitt), and she was one of my favorite 
teachers.  Having her for math was a great way to be welcomed in to St. Pius. My sophomore year I had Coach 



Wentzler, and he understood that I’m sort of outgoing, but also like to talk a lot.  He worked with me on that 
and paying attention.  I’ve definitely had a lot of great teachers, and it’s pretty hard to pick one.

Z:  Have you had a favorite subject?

CE:  I’m definitely a math and science guy.  I’ve only been in Ms. Stilson’s class for a couple of weeks, but I can 
already tell that this is one my favorite classes.  My brother also had her for AP Statistics, and he told me lots 
of great things about her, and pretty much everything he told is true.  She makes class fun, and even though it’s 
challenging, she always tells us not to stress.

Z:  What are your college interests for next year?

CE:  My number one choice is definitely Georgia.  If not there, then maybe Tennessee or Alabama.  I’m 
definitely shooting for Georgia, and I don’t really want to play sports in college, except for club lacrosse.  Reid 
is going to start playing next year, and it would definitely be cool to be on the field with him for one more season 
before he graduates.

Z:  Which do you prefer, football or lacrosse?

CE:  It’s kid of hard to say, honestly.   During football season, football is my favorite, but when lacrosse comes 
around I fall in love with it all over again.  They are definitely my two favorites!

Z:  What will you miss the most about St. Pius?

CE:  Probably just having what feels like a thousand kids that I can all say are my friends.  I’m definitely going to 
miss that when I go somewhere with a much larger student body that I can’t get know as well as everyone at St. Pius.

Z:  Take us into the locker room.  What are some of the characters on the team like?

CE:   There’s definitely some guys like Sam Schwaner who are trying to keep it light, but we mostly have it quiet 
in there.  Jason Jones always has his headphones on and is playing his music way to loud so that everyone 
can hear it.  For the most part, the coaches like to keep things quiet in there.  I think with a lot of three-year 
starters, the guys this year are a lot looser and we’re a little more comfortable.  I think all of us have pretty 
good relationships with the younger kids.

Z:  When you’re not at school or playing football, what do you like to do?

CE:  If I’m not playing football, I’m usually playing lacrosse.  Actually, I just sleep.  I like to hang out with my 
friends, but my life is really pretty boring.

Z:  What do you like to listen to when you’re driving to and from school?

CE:  For the most part, rap music.  I just put my playlist on shuffle, and whatever comes on.  When it’s a good 
day at practice and maybe we’ve finished early and it’s still sunny outside when I’m driving home and there’s 
no traffic, I definitely want to hear country music.  I’ll roll down the window and turn it up as loud as I can, 
and it just feels like those songs fit, and that is what country music would look like.  Definitely rap or country, 
and that’s about it.



Z:  Do you have any sort of pre-game rituals?

CE:  Not really.  There is this one song that I have to listen to before I go out.  It’s called “3500” by Travis Scott.  
Other than that, I have to have a sweatshirt with a hood on it for walking from the library to the locker room.  
I kind of pull it down low with my head down to get my focus.  My one other pre-game ritual is I have to watch 
at least twenty minutes of one of the Back To The Future movies before I take a nap in the library. 

Z:  Thanks so much for your time, and good luck getting in the win column on Friday night!

CE:  Thank you!

 

Another successful Work of Mercy project painting with Atlanta veterans.

Answers to Riddles: a) Breath; b) Rainbow; c) Bell; d) Cat.

Have no fear Lion nation, just take a deep breath,
For after the storm a rainbow is left.

The bells shall be rung come this Friday night,
After we give those Cats a good fight!

So, we’ll lick our wounds, which seem to many by the line of players stopping by to see Schmitty this 
week, and we’ll go back to work. One beautiful thing about a week 1 game is that there are plenty more to 
come, each with the hope of great moments and prideful victories. So let’s get after it boys, we got your backs!

         WE’LL 
       SEE YOU 
        THERE!



Individual Statistics (Final)
The Automated ScoreBook

Blessed Trinity vs ST.Pius (Aug 17, 2018 at Unknown)

Blessed Trinity ST.Pius

Rushing No. Gain Loss Net TD Lg Avg
Elijah Green 16 105 0 105 1 41 6.6
Steele Chambers 12 69 2 67 2 17 5.6
Englan Williams 3 12 0 12 0 7 4.0
Jake Smith 5 27 17 10 1 21 2.0
Stephen Long 1 2 0 2 0 2 2.0
Luke Elloitt 1 0 1 -1 0 0 -1.0
Totals 38 215 20 195 4 41 5.1

Rushing No. Gain Loss Net TD Lg Avg
Michael 4 87 0 87 1 80 21.8
DeMarcus 7 39 0 39 0 18 5.6
Ted Wach 2 16 0 16 0 14 8.0
Mason Benefield 1 15 0 15 0 15 15.0
Cameron Cainion 1 13 0 13 1 13 13.0
Connor Egan 7 35 26 9 0 10 1.3
James Bir 2 8 0 8 0 6 4.0
Jason Jones 5 10 3 7 0 5 1.4
Jack Herring 1 0 1 -1 0 0 -1.0
Totals 30 223 30 193 2 80 6.4

Passing C-A-I Yds TD Long Sack
Jake Smith 15-21-0 150 1 30 2
Totals 15-21-0 150 1 30 2

Passing C-A-I Yds TD Long Sack
Connor Egan 0-2-0 0 0 0 1
Totals 0-2-0 0 0 0 1

Receiving No. Yards TD Long
Ryan Davis 6 29 0 9
Quintin Reese 2 34 0 30
JD Bertrand 2 32 0 17
James Bryant 2 21 0 15
Carson Harof 2 12 0 8
Steele Chambers 1 22 1 22
Totals 15 150 1 30

Receiving No. Yards TD Long
Totals 0 0 0 0

Punting No. Yds Avg Long In20 TB
Ethan Chauvin 1 27 27.0 27 0 0
Totals 1 27 27.0 27 0 0

Punting No. Yds Avg Long In20 TB
Nolan Aldrch 2 46 23.0 29 0 0
Totals 2 46 23.0 29 0 0

Punt Kickoff Intercept
Returns No Yds Lg No Yds Lg No Yds Lg
Totals 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Punt Kickoff Intercept
Returns No Yds Lg No Yds Lg No Yds Lg
Samuel 0 0 0 2 44 36 0 0 0
Michael 0 0 0 2 67 37 0 0 0
Totals 0 0 0 4 111 37 0 0 0

Field goals Qtr Time Dist Result Field goals Qtr Time Dist Result
Nolan Aldrch 1st 01:31 45 yards Missed

Kickoffs No. Yards Avg TB OB
Ethan Chauvin 6 298 49.7 2 0

Kickoffs No. Yards Avg TB OB
Nolan Aldrch 3 165 55.0 2 0

All-purpose Run Rcv KR PR IR Total
Elijah Green 105 0 0 0 0 105
Steele Chambers 67 22 0 0 0 89
Quintin Reese 0 34 0 0 0 34
JD Bertrand 0 32 0 0 0 32

All-purpose Run Rcv KR PR IR Total
Michael 87 0 67 0 0 154
Samuel 0 0 44 0 0 44
DeMarcus 39 0 0 0 0 39
Ted Wach 16 0 0 0 0 16

FUMBLES: Blessed Trinity-None. ST.Pius-Connor Egan 1-0; Michael 1-0.



Defensive Statistics (Final)
The Automated ScoreBook

Blessed Trinity vs ST.Pius (Aug 17, 2018 at Unknown)

# Blessed Trinity Solo Ast Total Sacks-Yds TFL-Yds FF FR-Yds Int-Yds BrUp Blks QBH
81 James Bryant 3 1 3.5 - 1.0-1 - - - - - -
47 Michael Wright 3 0 3.0 - 1.0-1 - - - - - -
3 Ethan Chauvin 2 1 2.5 - - - - - - - -
18 Michael 2 1 2.5 - 1.0-1 - - - - - -
8 Jr Bivens 2 0 2.0 - - - - - - - -
36 Ryan Attaway 2 0 2.0 - - - - - - - -
22 Steele Chambers 2 0 2.0 - - - - - - - -
16 JD Bertrand 2 0 2.0 - - - - - - - -
6 Ryan Davis 1 1 1.5 1.0-11 - - - - - - -
71 Jake Lyons 1 0 1.0 - - - - - - - -
4 Alex Poma 1 0 1.0 - - - - - - - -
2 Carson Harof 1 0 1.0 - 1.0-1 - - - - - -
35 Jospeh Chambers 1 0 1.0 - - - - - - - -
10 Alex Massey 1 0 1.0 - - - - - - - -

Totals 24 4 26.0 1.0-11 4.0-4 0 0-0 0-0 0 0 0

# ST.Pius Solo Ast Total Sacks-Yds TFL-Yds FF FR-Yds Int-Yds BrUp Blks QBH
26 Samuel 7 1 7.5 1.0-12 1.0-2 - - - - - -
23 Zachary Ranson 7 0 7.0 - - - - - - - -
15 Patrick Molnar 5 0 5.0 - - - - - - - -
9 Jason Jones 4 0 4.0 - - - - - - - -
12 NIck Joiner 3 1 3.5 - 1.0-1 - - - - - -
74 Benji McKey 3 0 3.0 - - - - - - - -
85 Chris Miller 2 0 2.0 - - - - - - - -
7 Michael Spear 2 0 2.0 1.0-5 - - - - - - -
93 William Possert 1 0 1.0 - - - - - - - -
77 William Kibler 1 0 1.0 - - - - - - - -
53 Steven Hudson 1 0 1.0 - - - - - - - -
75 Lawson Schultz 1 0 1.0 - - - - - - - -
54 John Mckimmy 1 0 1.0 - - - - - - - -
55 Connor Brown 1 0 1.0 - - - - - - - -
78 Cam Wooden 1 0 1.0 - 1.0-1 - - - - - -
35 Hourie 1 0 1.0 - - - - - - - -

Totals 41 2 42.0 2.0-17 3.0-4 0 0-0 0-0 0 0 0


