
2019 – GAME ONE

ST. PIUS X GOLDEN LIONS
vs.

BLESSED TRINITY TITANS
Friday, August 23, 2019, 7:30 p.m.

At Blessed Trinity High School

“Take the first step in faith. 
You don’t have to see the whole staircase,

just take the first step.”
– Martin Luther King Jr.



To our valued sponsors we say THANK YOU!
*Click the logos for a quick link to each website

REETINGS LION NATION! Believe it or not, but the return of Golden Lion 
football is finally here! For those of you returning to the festivities – WELCOME 
BACK! And for those of you who are new to the soirée – COME ON IN! By the way,                                                
if you’re a newcomer, we’ve got plenty of job openings across the board. Our list of 
volunteers is an ever-changing and evolving merry-go-round. People are hopping 
on and off all the time. Our volunteers ARE the fuel behind the big golden machine.           
If you’re a social sort and love meeting new people, then there are plenty of face-to-

face opportunities to choose from. If you’re a social misfit (like X), well, we’ve got plenty of behind-the-
scenes jobs to go around too. ALL applications are accepted! It’s a “no-cut” opportunity to get involved!       
If you’re unsure how to get started, then just reach out to Michael Benefield, Kristin Carney, Amy Weick or 
any of the senior parents for some direction.

Let’s spin the job opening discussion to our young Golden Lion football team. Our highly 
successful 10-2, 2018 program has left some immediate vacancies in all 3 phases of the 
game. We’ll focus on who’s returning in a bit, but I want to take a minute to talk about 
what all this means to our young Lions. Attrition is an interesting dynamic with high 
school and college sports. Student-athletes all have the expectation of playing their 
particular sport (or sports) for a set number of years before graduating and moving onto life’s next big 
challenge. The evolution of education and athletics is always in constant motion. With high school sports 
you pretty much know how long a student will be eligible to play at your institution. There’s the occasional 
transfer due to a family moving, or a shift in responsibilities outside of school, or a need to focus more on 
academics. Sometimes it’s a natural attrition of students trying a new sport only to find out it’s not for them. 
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“Do the best with the ability God gave you
and you will always be a champion.”

– George B. Maloof

Hey, they’re young…they’re supposed to try new things. Usually by your sophomore year you have a pretty 
good grasp of which students will be playing which sports until they graduate. That’s the good news. It helps the 
coaches prepare for the coming year by being able to assess who’s available and the talent of the overall team. 

Some years there’s some “not so good news” to contend with…like when the graduating class of the 
previous year was a significant portion of the starting team. But have no fear, for there is good news 
mixed in here too. First of all, we’re not the only program that’s graduated some great talent with the 
class of 2019. Let’s take a quick peek at or upcoming opponent this weekend, the Blessed Trinity Titans. 
They also graduated some serious starting talent and will be working to refill those voids. For the families 
that have been in our Golden Lion football program for a while, I’m sure there will be no tears shed by 
not seeing Steele Chambers on the other side of the field this year. He’s been a particular thorn in the 
Lions’ side. Great talent has a way of doing that. Besides Chambers, they’ve also graduated all-region 
2-way players Jake Smith, J.D. Bertrand, Ryan Davis and J.R. Bivens. These players will all likely have 
opportunities to play at the college level. We’ll get back to BT a little later in this episode. The other part 
of the good news here is that if you’re a young, gifted, hard working player, the coaches WILL find a place 
for you. So, get your head on straight, put in the work, study film when it’s called for, and be ready when 
your number is called. Even if you don’t make one of the starting squads, always remember, you may 
only be 1 play away from seeing the field. 

I’ve seen it happen before at the beginning of the season. As the coaches get more comfortable with 
your abilities they start looking for ways to capitalize on your strengths. Let’s take last year’s biggest and 
most impressive surprise, sophomore DT Camden Wooden. The coaches knew Cam was going to be a great 
presence on either our offensive or defensive line in good time. We had the starting line-up pretty much 
set, so he was looking for some rotation time to get on the field. Well, as football often does, an opportunity 
presented itself. We needed to fill a spot on the defensive line due to injuries and Cam’s number got called. 
He played great and made some big time plays for us. He battled some injuries of his own, but when he 
was ready to come back the coaches were already comfortable with his skills and got him back on the field. 
Nick Joiner, John McKimmy, Charlie Long and Walker Stephens are a few more examples of players who 
weren’t sure if they’d see the field their sophomore year, but when their number was called, they delivered.    
Is your number the next to be called? Will you be ready?

There’s another type of job opening that is available to EVERY player on this team…that’s the job of 
leader. Leadership comes in all shapes, sizes, forms and demeanors. Some are vocal leaders who can fire 
up a team with their passion and a booming voice. Some are quiet leaders who lead by example and by 
constant effort. Others help keep the troops focused in the locker room and on the sideline, motivating 
them to do the best that they can. And don’t forget about the ones who can lift your spirits when the 
team is struggling or after a critical mistake with a quick “chin up brother, eyes focused, we need you”.                                             
In the words of George B. Maloof…



I go up and never come down.
What am I??

In some cases, a leader is someone who stands up among their peers to put a stop to negativity. 
Leadership seminars teach that the world consists of 3 types of people – the “get-its”, the “win-ables” 
and the “detractors”. Those who get it are already on board and doing their part. The win-ables are those 
who are a little slower to buy into what’s being sold, but the foundation of personal qualities is there.                                   
The detractors…well, sometimes the detractors need a gentle reminder…you don’t want to be one of these. 
Here are a few great leadership quotes to get you thinking along the right lines.

“Leadership is about making others better as a result of your presence                                  
and making sure that impact lasts in your absence.”

— Sheryl Sanberg, COO of Facebook

“Leaders are made, they are not born. They are made by hard effort, 
which is the price which all of us must pay to achieve any goal that is worthwhile.”

— Vince Lombardi, American football coach, and NFL executive

“People respond well to those that are sure of what they want.”
— Anna Wintour, Editor-in-Chief of Vogue

“It is a curious thing, Harry, but perhaps those who are best suited to power are those 
who have never sought it. Those who, like you, have leadership thrust upon them, and take 

up the mantle because they must, and find to their own surprise that they wear it well.”
— From J.K. Rowling’s Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows

So young Lions, know that there is a place for you in this organization. How far you go is more a 
product of what you’re willing to put into it, rather than what you expect to get out of it. If you’re a senior, 
know that these younger Lions will look to you for guidance. Be the best leader you can be and help show 
them the Golden Lion way. 

Now that we’ve laid down a good foundation, let’s get to know your 2019 Golden Lions football team.                 
This year’s team has less than half the seniors as our 2018 team (we’re one shy of an even dozen this year).                 
We would’ve been going in 12 strong, but unfortunately the injury bug bit one of our stars, #24 all-region 
senior Jacob Pajer. One of my favorite Golden Lion memories of the past few years was watching Jacob take 
a left sweep for 70 yards and the “nail-in-the-coffin” score against Woodward in the 2017 quarter finals. 
What a moment! Jacob will be joining our new ESPX host, senior Keenan Finneran, and the rest of the 
ESPX crew for the play-by-play action this season. Make sure to tune in if you can’t make it to the game.



Now, a senior class of only 11 
may alarm many of you, but honestly,                       
it’s something we’ve seen before. In fact, 
it was only 2 years ago that our 2017 
squad was in a similar situation with 
14 seniors. That team started slow, then 
went on a monsterous 8-game winning 
streak that took us all the way to the 
final 4. Can we make a deep playoff run 
this year? Only time and hard work can 
answer that question, but I for one am not ruling that possibility out, nor should you. 

Let’s start with the offense. At quarterback this year we’ve got a bit of  a conundrum [co·nun·drum 
(noun) – a confusing and difficult problem or question]. With the departure of 3-year 
starter, Connor Egan, the coaches are looking at all options. First, we know we’ve got #12 all-region senior 

Nick Joiner available to take snaps. The all-region part was from the 
defensive side of the ball, but he has seen a good dose of live snaps at 
QB over the past 2 seasons. Last year he had a 5.2 yds/carry average 
at QB and he’s yet to miss a game. Joiner is now in his 5th year in 
the system and knows the offense well. The problem is he’s also our 
#1 option at wide receiver and free safety. We also have 3 young 
QBs – #11 junior Dennis O’Shea, #10 junior RJ Brewster and #15 
sophomore Alex Possert – looking to make a name for themselves. 

These rising stars helped contribute to some great JV and freshman wins and a few saw some varsity 
action. O’Shea was our primary QB during our 7-on-7s this summer and has shown some great growth 
at the position. Brewster and Possert helped lead our 2nd half surge in the Lovett scrimmage last week, so 
we have options. Now I’m no coach, but I envision a few scenarios we can entertain where we get multiple 
quarterbacks involved and keep defenses guessing at the same time...things that make you go “hmmm”.         
The anticipation is KILLING ME!! How much we throw the ball this year will depend on a number of 
things, but one thing is a given – we’re going to run it OFTEN! Our pass plays are designed more as a 
change of pace. As demonstrated last year, you don’t need to throw it a lot if you make them count.

Switching to the running back spot, we’ve got a stable full of 
new horses ready to run. Gone with the wind are Michael Benefield, 
Jason Jones and Samuel Schwanner, leaving plenty of opportunity 
for young lions on the rise. That list of runners includes #21 senior 
Jadon Rogers, #33 senior Tiger Turner, #8 junior Mason Benefield, 
#5 junior Carter Williams, #18 sophomore Cameron Wingo, 
#2 sophomore Cameron Cainion and #29 sophomore Austin 
Taylor. It’s a young, inexperienced group, but it’s nothing that 
determination and fast feet can’t overcome. Our offense requires backs that can get to the edge in a hurry, 
then ride the sideline as far as the field will let them go. There are a few more who will see some action,         
but time will have to open those doors as the season gets going. 



At the fullback spot I expect to see #31 junior Jack Graham in heavy rotation this season. Graham 
saw some limited work last year and looked good when he got the chance. #49 junior Ben Dillon, #35 
sophomore Luke Jacobellis and #38 junior AJ Crawford are up-and-coming 2-way players who I’d expect 
to get a chance at the position. Let’s face it, it’s a vital spot that gets a lot of touches. I don’t expect any one 
player to fill the shoes of DeMarcus “Moose” Mitchell, and neither do the coaches. We’ll need a stable of 
hard-nosed runners with a strong will to move the pile and get those hard-earned yards at the goal line. 

At receiver we’ll have a complete overhaul, with Joiner being the only returning wide-out with 
experience. Last year’s stats show that our receivers are more or less an extension of the tight end position, 
just shifted out wider. Job #1 is to block down field, job #2 is to make some key 3rd down receptions and job 
#3 is to make the occassional big play for a big gain. The other seniors we’ll roll 
out at the WR spot this year are #14 Jonathan Gagnon, #81 Vosh Varuso and #82 
Tommy Serrano. Our 2019 senior class was wide receiver heavy, so unfortunately 
these players had to wait for their chance as juniors. Here’s my advice boys, hit 
the weight room hard and be ready to knock some defenders on their backsides. 
Sounds like fun! As far as the underclass candidates go, I expect to see juniors 
#4 Jack Parker, #19 Sinclair Eberlein, #13 Grayson Carney, #17 Jason Warner, 
#3 Sam Downer and Brewster all getting playing time. It’s really an up-for-grabs 
position right now, and the players know it. Summer’s competitions likely made 
it possible for some unexpected lions to shine too.

We’ve also got vacancies at the tight end spot that need to be filled immediately. 
With the departure of standouts Chris Miller (now a tight end for the Georgia Tech 
Yellow Jackets) and 2-way player Patrick Kremer, we’ve got a minimum of 2 spots 
that are wide open. In our offense, this position is 95% blocker/5% receiver, but it 
was still a productive receiving position in 2018. I wouldn’t be at all surprised to see 
#80 all-region senior Lawson Shultz turned into a 2-way player like Chris Miller was last year – in fact, I expect 
it. Lawson should be locked in on the D-line, so let’s see how the coaches use him on offense. At the other 
TE spot #85 junior Casey VerMuelen, another 2-way player, should get the lion’s share of the snaps. I’ve seen 
sophomores #32 Thaxton Gallagher, #27 Ryan Sowell, #83 Cayne Wright and #84 Baxter Peterson all looking 
for some rotation time too. We need to get 3-4 solid players up to speed at this spot and we’ll be good to go. 

On the offensive line we’ve got some much needed returning experience. #70 all-region senior Joseph 
Miller takes the lead “hawg” role this year after a stellar 2018 campaign with plenty of recognition to prove 
it. He had a particularly good showing in our 17-0 shutout of Marist. The other senior who saw a good 
dose of playing time is #69 senior Marc Weick. Marc started the 2018 season at tight end, but was moved 
to the line once the coaches evaluated his true skill set. He’s got good size, good speed, and is tenacious.                     
The other O-line position I expect to be locked up is with #68 junior Charlie Long at center. Long made 
his varsity debut last year against Madison County as the starting center (incidentally, the night we won 
the region), and it didn’t take him long to get acclimated. Having great tutors like 2018 all-region center 
Connor Brown, and 2017 2-time player of the week Charlie Albert certainly doesn’t hurt. #54 all-region 
senior John McKimmy and #78 all-region junior Cam Wooden are penciled in on both sides of the ball, so 
we’ll see how their time is split. Juniors #50 Salim Miller and #65 Joey Sanfilippo are also in the starting mix 
with sophomores #72 Matthew Banna, #71 Jacob Hull and #60 Sully Wootten looking to grab some snaps 
and make a name for themselves. The audition is over, time to go win the part, boys! 



You’re ready to walk when I’m all tied up,
but you really should stop when I’m not. 

What am I??
Switching to the defensive side of the ball we’re in much the same boat – we need new players to 

step up...and FAST! On the D-line, Schultz, McKimmy, Wooden and Salim Miller are likely your current 
starting 4, so we’re in excellent hands there. Right behind this stellar group are #59 junior Joel Chatfield, 
#58 junior Tyler Goforth, #79 junior Colby Wright, Hull, Dillon, Weick and VerMeulen. Looking at our 
sophomore class I see that #32 Thaxton Gallagher, #44 Antonio Walker, 
#37 Kevin Peterson and #38 AJ Crawford are all lurking on the depth 
chart. Time to plug some holes and get after the quarterback, boys!

At the second level we’re again looking at a complete overhaul. While 
Tiger Turner and #46 junior Walker Stevens both saw some playing time 
last year, they’re now both expected to be starting LBs and defensive 
leaders. Cameron Wingo looks to round out the starting 3 with Gagnon, 
Sanfilippo, Jacobellis and #28 junior Paul Quigley in the early season rotation. History has shown that the 
linebacker position accounts for a high volume of tackles. For example, in 2018, 3 of the top 4 Golden Lion 
tackle producers were linebackers, with only Zach Ranson (the human torpedo) ahead of them. This is a 
sideline-to-sideline position where it often comes down to who gets to the edge first.

The secondary is a position that is often undervalued and overlooked by the casual fan. But the reality 
of it is, it’s one of the hardest positions to prepare for. Every week you have to study a ton of film looking at 
formations and personnel groupings trying to predetermine what plays might come out of each package. 
The early season jitters begin to morph into confidence as the season builds, giving credence to the phrase 
“it’s not how you start, it’s how you finish.” Joiner is our only returning starting DB, so our eyes now 
turn to an entirely new secondary as the 2019 season unfolds. Rogers and Cainion are slated to be our 
starting cornerbacks with Eberlein, Downer, Williams and Warner backing them up. Cornerbacks are “on 
an island”, as they say, where it’s man-on-man and a lot of green grass behind you. At the safety position 
we’ve got Benefield, Carney, #26 junior Zani Patasin, Taylor, Parker and Possert ready to pitch in and snag 
some INTs. My advice to this group is to study hard in the film room, watch each other’s backs, run like 
lightning and hit like thunder!

As we move to special teams, we once again see attrition rear its ever-present 
head. This year we’ll turn the kicking game over to the laces of #9 senior Eli 
Marshbank, #7 junior Ryan Kirschner and #94 sophomore Jack McAbee. Believe 
me, I’m just as curious as you are to see how these young men step up and step into 
it their kicks when we need a pin ’em deep punt or a critical 3-points. Based on what 
we saw in the final few seconds of the 1st half against Lovett, where Marshbank 
struck a 50 yarder as time expired, I’d say we’re off to a good start. Stay focused on 
the task at hand, or rather at foot, and you’ll be fine, boys. In the return game I’d 

expect to see various combinations of Rogers, Benefield, Cainion and Taylor for starters, with a few other 
speed demons mixed in. We had some great success with both kick and punt returns last year, so let’s pick 
up where we left off. Good luck to all our Golden Lions, young and old!! 



Here’s a roster cheatsheet for the parents to help put names with numbers as the season gets started.

2019 St. Pius X Golden Lions Varsity Football Roster2019 St. Pius X Golden Lion Football (Numerical Roster) 8/22/19  11:03 AM

19 Numerical Roster (7-25-19)

Yr. # Yr. #
Cameron Cainion 10 2 Shug Bentley 9 41
Sam Downer 11 3 Liam Klosky 11 42
Jack Parker 11 4 Alex Smith 10 43
Carter Williams 11 5 Antonio Walker 10 44
Jack Strom 11 6 Jack Kandilakis 10 45
Ryan Kirschner 11 7 Walker Stevens 11 46
Mason Benefield 11 8 Ben Dillon 11 49
Eli Marshbank 12 9 Salim Miller 11 50
RJ Brewster 11 10 John McKimmy 12 54
Dennis O'Shea 11 11 Charlie Long 11 55
Nick Joiner 12 12 Tyler Goforth 11 58
Grayson Carney 11 13 Joel Chatfield 11 59
Jonathan Gagnon 12 14 Sully Wootton 10 60
Alex Possert 10 15 Dustin Papuga 11 61
Cameron DeBose 10 16 Blaise Wylie 10 62
Jason Warner 11 17 Joey Sanfilippo 11 65
Cameron Wingo 10 18 Sam Hauck 10 66
Sinclair Eberlein 11 19 Collier Branford 10 67
Mason Doan 11 20 Marc Weick 12 69
Jadon Rogers 12 21 Joseph Miller 12 70
Jack Tchienchou 9 22 Jacob Hull 10 71
Matt Navarro 10 23 Matthew Banna 10 72
Aidan Schultz 10 25 Michael Schlueter 10 76
Zani Patasin 11 26 Camden Wooden 11 78
Ryan Sowell 10 27 Colby Wright 11 79
Paul Quigley 11 28 Lawson Schultz 12 80
Austin Taylor 10 29 Josh Varuso 12 81
Anthony Cerbone 10 30 Tommy Serrano 12 82
Jack Graham 11 31 Cayne Wright 10 83
Thaxton Gallagher 10 32 Baxter Petersen 10 84
Tiger Turner 12 33 Casey Ver Meulen 11 85
Jack Kelly 10 34 Vincent Tiberia 10 89
Luke Jacobellis 10 35 Antonio Cueller 10 91
James Kirkland 10 36 Jack McAbee 10 94
Kevin Petersen 10 37 Jonathan Chasteen 10 96
AJ Crawford 10 38 Cole Henderson 10 97
Eddie Laba 10 39 Bishop Marshall 10 99
Rain Mason 10 40

Player Player



I give you the strength and the power
to walk through walls.

What am I??

Calling all ShutterbugS!
Throughout the season X will be on the lookout for any and all great videos and photographs. 

Do you like to capture a moment with your phone or camera? If so, then please send them my way. 
They can of course be live action shots from the game, but don’t draw the line there. 

I’m looking for ANYTHING that captures a game night moment. If I pick your photo then
I’ll give you a Golden Lion shout out in the next X-Factor!

Send your pics to: x_factor2019@yahoo.com



Let’s turn our attention to our opponents this season and the upcoming battle this Friday night.            
Here’s a quick glance at the regular season schedule.

 DATE TIME                    OPPONENT WHERE
 8/23 7:30PM Blessed Trinity Away 
 8/30 7:30PM Dunwoody (@ North DeKalb Stadium) Away 
 9/6 7:30PM Westminister Away
 9/13 7:30PM Decatur (Parochial Schools Night) Home 
 9/20 7:30PM Marist Home 
 9/27 7:30PM Loganville (Homecoming) Home 
 10/11 7:30PM Oconee County   Home
 10/18 7:30PM North Oconee Away 
 10/25 7:30PM Madison County (Senior Night) Home
 11/8 7:30PM Stephens County Away 

It’s way too early to give you much of a preview of the Blessed Trinity Titans, but there are a few things 
I can highlight from past experience. First, I can tell you that they replaced their entire offensive line in 
2018, so they’re likely returning most of their starters up front. Second, their “new” work horse in the 
backfield isn’t all that new. #29 senior Elijah Green (a North Carolina commit) saw significant time in 2018, 
including 105 yards and 1 TD on 16 carries in our opener last year. Yes it’s true, Steele Chambers is now 
an Ohio State Buckeye, but his successor is plenty capable of taking over a game. Third, with the departure 
of Jake Smith, the Titans come into this season with three quarterbacks competing for the job – freshman 
John Collier, sophomore Banks Atkins and junior Duncan Reavis...BUT Atkins (who was expected to be the 
starter) was lost to a broken collarbone last week, prompting coach Tim McFarlin to joke, “I may have to suit 
up.” Reavis will start for now. He was a potential starter at strong safety, so Atkins’ injury had a ripple effect. 
Reavis and Collier are both good baseball players and all-around athletes.

Their quarterback “conundrum” likely means more touches for Green, but don’t sleep on that theory. 
Their first offensive play in last weeks’ scrimmage against Eagles Landing, a quick throw on a 10-yard 
sideline route, went the distance. They love to mix in the underneath throws and wide receiver screens so 
our corners have to be on alert at all times. Play too far off and they’ll take the 5-yard gain every time. Play 
too tight and they’ll call up a hitch-and-go (we’ve been on the wrong side of a few of those in the past).         
I’d be looking for one of those quick strike attemps to start the game or early in the 2nd half.

They’re a well coached team that knows how to finish, clearly evident by back-to-back state 
championships. Our past 2 contests started out pretty even, but the Titans came out strong in the 2nd 
half and walked away with the W. We haven’t been on the good side of one of these contests since 2012, 
which means our senior class has yet to beat them. You could say they want this one BAD...I do too.                              
Can we win?...OF COURSE, WE CAN! But it’s going to take the right mix of talent, execution, luck and 
some good refereeing to steal this road win. Bring your passion Lion Nation, our boys need our help!



Between the Lions
Our Golden Lions are back at for another exciting season. 
I’ll collect the odds and ends of what I find in the media 

each week and share it here – Between the Lions!

Here are the preseason Class AAAA rankings.
Class AAAA AJC GS GPB SA Max MP TOT
1. Cartersville 2 2 2 1 1 1 57
2. Blessed Trinity 1 1 1 2 2 4 55
3. Troup 3 3 3 4 6 2 45
4. Marist 4 5 5 6 3 3 40
5. Sandy Creek 5 4 4 5 8 5 35
6. Cairo 6 6 8 3 10 8 25
7T. St. Pius 8 10 9 8 5 6 20
7T. Mary Persons 7 8 7 9 4 – 20
9. Woodward 10 7 6 – – 7 14
10. Eastside 9 9  – 7 – – 8

There’s another kind of state rating system called the Maxwell Ratings. This system uses past years data 
to determine its results (talent or the departure of a large senior class are not factored in). Here’s how the 
computers predict Region 8 unfolding.

And in case you missed them, here are a few articles from the Dunwoody Crier on the upcoming season. 
     Previewing the 2019 St. Pius football season with Nick Joiner [Link]
     Previewing St. Pius X football’s four-game road trip [Link]
     Takeaways from the St. Pius X football scrimmage [Link]

Georgia High School Football Daily (GHFD) has the St. Pius–Blessed Trinity game slated as one of its            
10 best games of the week. [Link]

If you haven’t heard yet, St. Pius won the 2018-2019 4A Director’s Cup! This prestigious award goes to the 
school with the best overall athletic program based on the combined results of playoff performance and 
championships. Not only did Pius take home the trophy, but they also ended Marist’s 19-year long run in 
the process. Congrats to all teams and programs for contributing to this award! Here’s the article. [Link]

Finally, if you can’t make it to the game, here’s the NFHS Network link where you can catch the game 
online. You’ll need your personal login code that should have come with your Athletic membership. [Link]

http://www.thecrier.net/sports/article_746f9c74-ad68-11e9-9c1c-3feedf4ddad2.html
http://www.thecrier.net/sports/article_451431c2-b977-11e9-8a10-d3fca41be8f8.html
http://www.thecrier.net/sports/article_ae700378-bf0b-11e9-a49d-5b96e6ec81f1.html
http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?m=1102561682088&ca=54f6edc0-566f-432f-9e79-be3ecd028a11
https://www.ajc.com/blog/high-school-sports/pius-wins-aaaa-director-cup-ends-marist-year-reign/33Kkh5ZOnxTLXxQH9SZIjM/
https://www.nfhsnetwork.com/events/st-pius-x-catholic-high-school-atlanta-ga/gam5ba4b62c73


X PLUS Z
As we head into a season with a lot of new names and faces in the starting line-up, Z spoke with Head Coach 
Paul Standard to get the inside scoop on the 2019 Golden Lions and this week’s game vs. Blessed Trinity.

Z: How do you feel, Coach Standard entering your nineteenth season at St. Pius?

PS: I feel truly blessed to be at St. Pius X because this is where our family spends a lot of time. All the way 
back to 1976 when I was a freshman here and also to when my youngest brother went to school here back 
in 1987, this school and community have been such an integral part of our lives. It is a very special place. 
This is my 19th season at SPX and my 35th year coaching football and I love it. We have a great group of 
young men this season that have been working extremely hard in the offseason and during the summer and 
they’re coming together as a team very nicely. Our coaching staff has done a great job getting the boys 
ready for this season and there are some guys that have been coaching with me for a very long time. Coach 
Bob Gilbert has been with me for 27 years, Coach Chad Garrison for 19 and Coach Gary “Schmitty” 
Schmitt for 18 years. My wife Cindy is the rock of our family and she helps keep me grounded in both good 
times and when there are challenges. It’s not just her, but all the wives of all of our coaches who do such a 
great job throughout the season. The coaches spend a lot of time away from their families during the season 
so we’re all very fortunate to have such great support. 2019 is going to be a great season and I’m looking 
forward to seeing how this group of young men will compete when the lights go on Friday night vs. BT.

Z: What sort of lessons do you take from a season like last year where the team had a lot of senior 
leadership, 28 seniors to be exact? 

PS: Last year’s senior class was a special group that had a great track record of success in the program.  
However, during their sophomore year, they went through some tough times won / loss wise but with the 
help of the seniors that season they stuck together, persevered and when they graduated they had a pretty 
impressive resume as a senior class. This year’s senior class, although small in numbers (11 seniors), 
has done a great job of sticking together and they’ve shown tremendous leadership in the offseason and 
during mini camp. They’re leading a lot of these younger players that will contribute this season and any 
success these young guys have can be attributed to this group of seniors and their leadership. One thing 
about this senior class that I love, and I told them this, is their ability to persevere during tough times. 
During their sophomore season there were a lot of JV games that got cancelled because of injuries and 
the small numbers we had. I told these 11 seniors that sticking together during tough times will bring you 
closer together as a group. There are also some very important life lessons that this group of seniors can 
take away from this. Life isn’t always easy and fair, but don’t ever quit and give up. If you can find a way 
to battle through adversity in anything that you do, it will make you a better leader in life. This group of 
seniors is proof that tough times make for tough people and I’m extremely proud of this group of seniors.



Z: You’ve had some time since the scrimmage against Lovett. How do you feel about that night, and what 
are some positives you took from it?

PS: I and the coaching staff were pleased with the leadership from our older guys and also the younger 
guys that stepped up and showed what they can do in a game situation. The team played with a lot of 
effort and intensity which is always good to see. Now we made our fair share of mistakes, which is why 
we scrimmage before the regular season starts. It gives us and the players an opportunity to see where 
we are and what we need to work on to get better and prepare for the regular season. During our camp 
we mainly prepare for what we’ll see during the regular season from our opponents. Prior to the Lovett 
scrimmage, we had about 3-4 days of prep for what they run on offense and defense and I was very pleased 
in particular with the execution of our offensive line. We’ve got one returning full time starter in OT Joe 
MIller #70 (senior) along with Center Charlie Long #55 (junior) who started vs. Madison County last 
year and OT Marc Weick #69 (senior) who started vs. Stephens County. Our QB, Nick Joiner #12 (senior) 
did a great job overcoming an early fumble and leading our offense vs. Lovett. Nick has matured in our 
program and will be counted on this year to be a leader for our team. [More on Nick Joiner in an upcoming 
question to Coach Standard]. Other players that did a great job for us at their respective positions vs. 
Lovett include LB’s #46 Walker Stevens (junior), #33 Tiger Turner (senior), Joey Sanfilippo #65 (junior), 
who also plays guard for us, did a nice job @ LB along with TE’s #80 Lawson Schultz (senior) and #85 
Casey Ver Mulen (junior).  #54 John McKimmy (senior) OL/DL stood out along with #44 Antonio Walker 
(sophomore) at DL. DBs #2 Cameron Cainion (sophomore) and #21 Jadon Rogers (senior) played well 
on both defense and at RB.

Z: You mentioned earlier that you’ve got a lot of youth on the team, and a lot of new starters. What can you 
tell me about some of the younger guys we might see in action under the lights on Friday night?

PS: FB’s #49 Ben Dillon (junior) and #35 Luke Jacobellis (sophomore) both run the ball hard. #5 WR/
DB Carter Williams (junior) who’s new to football (he was on the basketball team) has come in, learned 
the system and continues to improve. DB #22 Jack Tchienchou (freshman) could see some action in the 
secondary. We like what all of these young guys bring to the team and look forward to seeing them 
continue to develop. 

Z: For the first time in many years there won’t be an Egan at QB for the Golden Lions. What does that 
position look like and who’s the back-up?

PS: Since 2014 we’ve had an Egan at QB and they were both great leaders on and off the field for our 
program. With that, it will be a bit different this season with the ‘next man up’. We’re very pleased with #12 
QB Nick Joiner (senior) who’s been playing safety for us since his sophomore season. I’d classify Nick as 
a ‘winner’, he just loves to compete and battle alongside his Golden Lion teammates. Nick’s passing game 
has improved significantly and that gives us more options to consider when mixing up the play selection 
throughout the game. We’re looking forward to seeing what Nick can do this year at QB for us and we 
also have a very solid back up in #11 Dennis O’Shea (junior) who may also see some action this season. 



What is greater than God, more evil than the devil, 
the poor have it, the rich need it, and if you eat it, you’ll die?

Z: What is the story with our kicking game and special teams this year? There are always hidden points in 
the kicking game and we suspect this season will be no different.

PS: We have a new kicker in the program, #9 K/P/PK Eli Marshbank (senior) who has been a nice 
addition.  Eli and his dad, Coach Tony Marshbank (DB’s Coach) are both new to the SPX football program.              
Eli kicked a 50-yard field goal vs. Lovett so we’re pleased with what we’ve seen thus far. Rounding out 
the kickers are #7 Ryan Kirschner (junior) and #94 Jack McAbee (sophomore). Handling the snapping 
duties are #69 Marc Weick (senior) and #71 Jacob Hull (sophomore). As for KR / PR I’d say it is a work in 
progress at the moment with the following players in the mix; #8 Mason Benefield (junior) who will also 
see considerable action in the secondary and the offensive backfield, #2 Cameron Cainion (sophomore),  
#21 Jadon Rogers (senior), #29 Autsin Taylor (sophomore) along with #22 Jack Tchienchou (freshman). 

Z: You, your staff, and your team, are very familiar with this week’s opponent, Blessed Trinity. What do 
you expect to see from them on Friday?

PS: Head Coach Tim McFarlin is a very successful football coach and they run a relatively simple (but 
effective) base offense and defense year in and year out. When Tim first came to BT from Roswell, former 
SPX Coach Jerry Stewart who coached with me, coached against Coach McFarlin when he was at 
Parkview so we used to watch those game films (Parkview vs. Roswell) [I think they were VHS tapes] to 
get a feel for what BT would do. Well, not much has changed over the years. BT runs an “I Formation” 
offense and they do a great job with play action pass. Their QB situation is a bit up in the air as their 
starter recently injured his collar bone so he’ll be out for several weeks. His backup is a junior so we’ll 
expect to see him on Friday night. They have two very talented RBs (a sophomore and a junior) that we’ll 
see carry the ball quite a bit. Their defensive coaching staff experienced a lot of turnover (either retired or 
moved on) but we expect that they’ll be lined up in a 4 man front with 3 linebackers and 4 in the secondary.  
BT graduated several Division 1 football players from last year’s team and they were a special group that 
won back to back 4A Region Championships. They’ll be a tough opponent for us, but I believe that our 
boys are well prepared for the challenge ahead of them and we look forward to seeing our boys compete 
on Friday night! 

Z: Here’s to a great season, Coach Standard and thank you for your time. Go Golden Lions!

PS: Thank you. I’d like to say thank you to all the families and the many parent groups that come out 
to support the Golden Lions. Our fans and parent groups are what make the SPX football program and 
overall experience special for all of these boys. The fans’ loyal support makes a significant difference for 
us. Not many programs in the state of Georgia have the level of support that we have here at St. Pius X 
and we’re very blessed. We want and need that support this season and look forward to getting started 
against BT this Friday night.



Answers to riddles: 1) Age  2) Shoes  3) Door  4) Nothing

Age is a number, this much is true,
But that’s soon forgotten once you lace up the shoes,
Tighten the chin strap and march through the door,

You’ve the heart of a Lion, you’ll need nothing more.

Our 2019 season starts this Friday night on the road at Blessed Trinity. 
It’s time to get LOUD Lion Nation!!

WE’LL SEE YOU THERE!

8.23

7:30 pm


