
2018 – GAME ONE

ST. PIUS X GOLDEN LIONS
vs.

BLESSED TRINITY TITANS
Friday, August 17, 2018, 7:30 p.m.

At George B. Maloof Stadium

“No, this is not the beginning of a new chapter in my life;
This is the beginning of a new book! 

That first book is already closed, ended, and tossed into the seas;
This new book is newly opened, has just begun! 

Look, it is the first page! And it is a beautiful one!”

– C. JoyBell C.

-FACTORTheThe



“Welcome back my friends
to the show that never ends,

We’re so glad you could attend
Come inside! Come inside!

There behind a glass
stands a real blade of grass,

Be careful as you pass
Move along! Move along!”

~ Emerson, Lake and Palmer, Welcome Back My Friends ~ 

Yes, welcome back my friends to the Golden Lion’s den! We’ve missed you, hopefully you’ve missed 
us too. Football does rather feel like a never-ending show for our atheletes and coaches who train and 
prepare year round. For the parents and fans, the off season serves as a lengthy intermission – plenty of 
time to hit the Tom Novak concession stand for some popcorn and a world famous lionburger! And while 
the grass of George B. Maloof field may be artificial, I assure you the product that swiftly and deftly runs 
across it is as real as it gets. At this show, the Lion IS the ringmaster!

The product I am referring to is of course our Golden Lion varsity football program! –– Our 2017 
Region 8-AAAA Champion and State Semi-Finalist Golden Lion football program that is. The Region 
Champion part sure has a nice ring to it, though we would’ve loved to add the word State to the beginning 
of that moniker. Speaking of the AAAA state championship, the 2017 champion Blessed Trinity Titans are 
precisely who we’ll be facing this week to begin our 2018 campaign. More on that later. But before we 
dive into the upcoming 2018 football season let’s take care of a little house keeping. 

First and foremost, let’s give a great big SHOUT OUT to our valued sponsors! Your contributions and 
dedication to our program are beyond words! THANK YOU!

 Voyles Automotive Group Bench Warmers 
 Bambinelli’s Magbee Contractors Supply 
 Nathan’s Driving School Geheren Firm, PC
 Turner Professionals Family Practice Center
 (Turner Family) (Family and Sports Medicine) 
 Childers, Schlueter & Smith LLC Bevshop
 Southern Jewelry Insurance Hudson Grille

https://youtu.be/0VsifANR96s
http://www.edvoyles.com/
http://benchwarmersgrill.com/
http://bambinellispizza.com/
http://www.magbee.com/
https://www.nathansdrivingschool.com/
http://www.geherenlaw.com/
http://turnerprofessionals.com/
http://familypracticecenterpc.com/atlanta-sports-medicine/
http://turnerprofessionals.com/
http://familypracticecenterpc.com/atlanta-sports-medicine/
https://www.cssfirm.com/
http://www.bevshop.co/
http://www.southernjewelryinsurance.com/
https://hudsongrille.com/


Change isn’t only perpetual, it’s also 
inevitable...I seem to have started the 
season in a classic rock frame of mind... 
(Yes–Perpetual Change, or how about this 
one, David Bowie–Changes). With every 
microsecond that passes, change makes it’s 
presence known. If you’re of the opinion that 
a microsecond is insignificant, then allow me 
to prove just how wrong you are. Hit the 1:18 
mark of this memorable video for a reminder 
of how valuable 1/100th of a second is. 

...where was I? Oh yes, change. “Out with the old, and in with the new”, or “a changing of the guard” as 
the sayings go. And when I say “old”, I’m simply referring to what has come to pass. The argument can 
certainly be made that older is wiser, or older is vintage, or even that older is better. All I’m saying here is 
that we all must embrace change for it looks us back in the mirror every day. 

So let’s take a quick moment to raise a toast to the Golden Lions of the past. Lions that helped mold, 
define, encourage and exemplify what this great tradition has become. Lions like our past seniors who 
have taken that big leap to the next phases of their lives. And when I say Lions, I’m not only referring 
to the players on the field. I’m including the boys, girls, women and men who have given their time and 
passion to this program. Cheerleaders, band members, majorettes, trainers, film and photography crews, 
and coaches – you name it! I’m also talking about people like retired SPX Atheletic Director, Mark Kelly, 
concession guru Tom Novak, or Father Michael, who had a significant impact on where we are now – you 
get the picture. If you gave part of yourself to this program in previous years, then guess what, you’re on 
the list too!

Which brings me to another changing of the guard – the mysterious and elusive X. In much the 
same way that James Bond, Batman or Zorro change (there’s that word again) over time, so does X. 
Even when you know that the actor playing the part has changed, somehow you still easily fall in line 
with the authenticity of the character. In fact, the current X (that would be me) is trying on this costume 
for the first time with this very writing. It is my intent to keep my identity hidden for now, but as with 

any masked avenger, if you look hard enough, it’s 
not too difficult to figure it out. I do however 
want to salute the ex-X’s (there’s a song in there 
somewhere) of the past who’ve kept this tradition, 
not just alive, but thriving. Our most recent X is 
none other than Luke Andrews, father of 2017 
graduate and O-line stallwart Winston Andrews. 
I guess you could say they both got their walking 
shoes at the same time. Speaking of shoes, I’m 
certainly stepping into some mighty big ones.    

https://youtu.be/HMZmBLws82s
https://youtu.be/b2Kyl0HP1T0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DNKrQBGdYW0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DNKrQBGdYW0


To Luke, and the other ex-X’s before him, I’ll simply say thank you gentlemen for your contributions. 
I’ll do my best to take what you’ve each given to the X-Factor and hopefully add my own flair along the 
way. I hope I pass the audition! 

To borrow a few lines from our most recent X, “few words are more important to SPX football than 
‘tradition’, and tradition is all about time. Each new season – each new team – stands, we like to say, on the 
shoulders of those who came before.” I’d say based on that statement and last year’s team, we’re standing 
pretty tall with a darn good view.

I can be winding and I can be straight. 
I can be smooth and I can be rough, sometimes both.

I start out black but fade to brown the more I am used. 
My favorite colors are yellow and white. 

What am I ??

So, enough about change, time and classic rock – let’s fix our eyes on the present and the season before 
us. 2018 is already off to a positive start with our new senior class being 28 strong by my last count. We 
also have plenty of experience on our side this year with returning starters in key spots across the field in 
all 3 phases of the game. We didn’t have that going into the 2017 season and it showed early. Once we got 
into a groove we hit a montersous stride, but there is something to be said for being prepared for a strong 
start vs. hoping for one. We unofficially got things off to a great start with a victory over Lovett in last 
Friday’s scrimmage. The scoreboard said 0-0, but we know better (we grabbed a 22-21 win with some 
help from of our young Lions in the 4th quarter). There was some good and bad mixed in, but that’s what 
scrimmages are for. The rehearsal is over, time for the show.

Let’s take a quick glance at the upcoming schedule.

 DATE TIME                    OPPONENT WHERE
 8/17 7:30PM Blessed Trinity Home 
 8/24 7:30PM Dunwoody (Parochial School Night) Home 
 8/31 7:30PM Westminister Home
 9/7 7:30PM Decatur Away 
 9/14 7:30PM Marist Away 
 9/21 7:30PM Loganville Away 
 10/5 7:30PM Oconee County   Away
 10/12 7:30PM North Oconee (Homecoming) Home 
 10/19 7:30PM Madison County Away 
 11/2 7:30PM Stephens County (Senior Night) Home
 

https://youtu.be/Xwy-CPaXgOc


You’ll see some familiar names mixed in with a few new faces. Schools like Decatur and Westminister 
resurface this year after a brief hiatus. You’ll also notice the absence of a few teams from last year’s 
opening gauntlet. Gone are the Benedictines and GACs from our non-region schedule, and while we 
would certainly like the chance to avenge last year’s losses, we’ll simply say “good luck” and “see ya 
around”. The most notable absence is that 
of region opponent Jefferson County. The 
Dragons have decided to be held back and take 
their aggressions out on 3-AAA opponents for 
the forseeable future. I’m sure they would’ve 
loved another crack at us after last year’s 
nail-biting upset (they call it an upset, we 
just call it another W). I think they still see 
pink in their dreams because of that game, a 
glorious 43-29 victory on Pink-Out night. This is 
one of my favorite pictures from that game, 
insert your own caption.

With the absence of Jeffereson in the region we are now down to 5 (us plus the same other 4 opponents). 
Rest assured, those teams will be looking for a little revenge of their own after we trounced the entire 
region last year. That’s ok, bring ‘em on. 

Outside of region play there’s the obvious two dates we’ll be circling in red on the calendar (us being 
the parents and fans that is, as the coaches and team will only be focused on who’s up next). The Marist 
game this year will be of EPIC proportions! Not only do we still need to settle a little score about a 
phantom pass interference call that ultimately led to a last second winning field goal for those DWEs...
but NOW we have some more recent payback to inflict after the loss in the state semis. That Fish Bowl is 
bound to be filled with piranha!...but I digress. 

Thankfully we don’t have to wait too long for the other big red circle on the calendar as it is this very 
week against the Titans of Blessed Trinity. Patience, patience, I’ll get to them shortly. 

Below is the average pre-season top 10 rankings for class AAAA football across the various sources. 
We come in at a respectable 6th, but could make some noise with 2 of the top 5 on our schedule. 



But let’s first focus on the 2018 Golden Lion faces you’ll be cheering for this year. Who are these 2018 
Lions and what will their story be? 

Lets start with the recently nominated GHSF All-State AAAA preseason player picks. St. Pius makes 
a worthy contribution to the list with 3 rising seniors. On the offensive side of the ball you’ll find senior 
Connor Brown and on the deffensive side you’ll find seniors Demarcus Mitchell and Zach Ranson. More 
to come in the following pages on these standouts. Congrats for the recognition boys! Other teams with 3 
or more players on the list are Troup (3), Marist (4) and Blessed Trinity (4). It just goes to show you we’re 
playing some talented teams. Following is the full All-State AAAA preseason list.

OFFENSE
QB (pro) - Max Johnson, Oconee County
QB (dual) - Damekus Taylor, Thomson
RB - Steele Chambers, Blessed Trinity
RB - Tahj Gary, Woodward Academy
TE - Jackson Lowe, Cartersville
WR - Ryan Davis, Blessed Trinity
WR - Jamari Thrash, Troup
OL - Connor Brown, St. Pius
OL - Dean Colton, Marist
OL - Christian Coulter, Thomson
OL - Fredrick Norman Jr., Ridgeland
OL - Bayard Taylor II, Columbus
ATH - Zion Puckett, Spalding
PK - Marshall Golick, Woodward Academy

Let’s move to a position-by-position breakdown starting with the offense. At quarterback, we’ve 
got experience and talent on our side with 3-year starter, #18 senior Connor Egan back at the helm. I 
overheard one teammate emphatically stating “Connor is a machine!” and I can’t argue with that. There 
were multiple runs last year where Connor simply couldn’t and wouldn’t be denied. I recall a particular 
scoring run he made late in a 4th quarter with 5 or 6 defenders hanging off of him. The arm is stronger, 
the legs are quicker and the plays are ingrained. As far as backups, we’ve got some depth there too with 
#12 junior Nick Joiner, along with the up and coming JV QBs, ready to roll if the time ever comes. In a 
limited role last year against Benetictine, Joiner secured his 1st SPX TD on a 10 yard run. But like I said 
earlier, Connor is a machine, so hopefully we’ll be able to put these young talents to better use elsewhere.

And speaking of depth, look no further than the wing back position for the deepest, most talented 
stable of runners in the state – yes, I do mean in the state! Headlined by #9 senior Jason Jones and #13 
senior Michael Benefield, they are just the TIP of the iceberg. These 2-way players are speed demons who 
hit the edge with an effortless fury or hit the defender with a shoulder and a forceful hello. If they get by 
you, forget it, they are GONE! That happened close to a dozen times in 2017. And running in stride with 
them are #26 senior Samuel Schwanner and #24 junior Jacob Pajer. These 2 were absolutely relentless 
down the stretch last year with long TD run after long TD run. I swear it looks like their feet don’t even 

DEFENSE
DL - J.R. Bivens, Blessed Trinity
DL - Ryan Mannelly, Marist
DL - Travon Walker, Upson-Lee
DE/LB - King Mwikuta, Troup
LB - Milton Adams, Baldwin
LB - J.D. Bertrand, Blessed Trinity
LB - DeMarcus Mitchell, St. Pius
LB - Jacorius “Joko” Willis, Troup
DB - Keevan Bailey, Salem
DB - Jamari Brown, Eastside
DB - Kyle Hamilton, Marist
DB - Zach Ranson, St. Pius
P - Brandon Farrell, Marist



touch the ground! Oh, and I’m not done. Mix in #25 senior Ted Wach, #7 senior Mike Spear, #2 junior 
Jadon Rogers and #33 junior Tiger Turner and you’d better get the oxygen tanks ready for the defense, 
cause guess what?...we’re running and we’re running often! Better just get used to it.

To go along with the aforementioned lightning strike at RB, we’ve also got the thunder. While the 
2017 battering ram, Scott Braswell will certainly be missed, I think we’ll be just fine. Expecting to fill 
the fullback role are #29 senior Demarcus “Moose” Mitchell (they call him moose for good reason), #15 
senior Patrick Molnar and #4 senior James Bir. They’ve been known for delivering massive blows on 
defensive, so now it’s their turn to dish a little out on offense. Have at it boys, full steam ahead.

And at the wide receiver position we don’t miss a step. #23 senior Zach Ranson, #27 senior William 
Queen, #12 junior Nick Joiner, #3 senior Matthew Horner, #6 senior Gavin McElroy, #21 senior Davis 
Kirkland, #84 senior Griffin Waugh, #81 junior Josh Varuso and #82 junior Tommy Seranno are all locked 
and loaded for a break out SPX receiving season. While our offense isn’t known for throwing the ball (I’m 
not sure it ever has been), all that really does it make this group more dangerous. If you’ve witnessed any 
of the 7-on-7s this summer you’ve certainly noticed a difference. All of our wide receivers can run, catch 
and they love to block. I’m going out on a limb and say we’ll have double digit receiving TDs and a double 
digit YAC (that’s yards after catch) average. Call it a viable hunch. 

If there’s one area where we’ll need some inexperienced players to step up, and step up fast, it’s on 
the offensive line. Thankfully we’ve got #55 senior Connor Brown returning...that’s 2017 1st-Team All-
Region and AJC All-State honorable mention O-lineman Connor Brown. For some reason Connor induces 
visions of William Wallace screaming “they may take away our lives, but they’ll never take our freedom!” 
...but again, I digress. Seniors #53 Stephen Hudson, #56 Trent Gavron, #50 Sam Granelli and #70 junior 
Joseph Miller round out the starting 5. Ready to go with a hand in the dirt will be seniors #72 Ryan Carney, 
#62 Anthony Tiberia, #63 Anthony Stout and #73 junior Matthew Burdich. This entire group will be leaned 
on heavily with our emphasis on running the ball. At tight end, returning seniors #85 Chris Miller and #32 
Patrick Kremer along with #34 junior Marc Weick firmly cement the edges of the O-line. They can all lay 
you out with a nasty block, but don’t get suckered in, they’re definitely receiving threats too. I expect these 
young men, and certainly a few new on-the-risers, all contributing to this year’s version of the HAWGS. 

I am always in front of you, 
but you will never see me. 

What am I ??
Switching to the defensive side of the ball, you’ll certainly hear many of the same names broadcast 

over the loudspeakers as on offense. We have a wealth of experience across all 3 defensive levels, with a 
good dose of All-Region recognition returning from last years’ season. Mitchell, Ranson, Molnar, Jones, 
Joiner, Pajer, Schwaner, Benefield, Queen, C. Miller, Kibler, Spear, Wach, Turner, Hudson, Granelli and 
Brown are all in line for double duty work and some OT pay. Our linebacking core boasts speed and 
experience with Mitchell, Molnar, Schwaner, Spear, Granelli and Turner. This group will be chasing down 
runners and receivers from sideline to sideline and getting those much needed tackles for loss.      



We’re fortunate to have our 2017 starting DBs Jones, Pajer, Ranson and Joiner all returning this year. 
Expect to see the fleet footed Benefield, Wach, Queen, Kirkland, Waugh, Rogers and #14 junior Jonathan 
Gagnon all contributing in the secondary along with some shiny new Golden Lion helmets this year. It’s 
easy to see we’re in good hands in the 2nd and 3rd levels. 

The front line is another area where we’ll experience some atrition and need some new talent to step up 
quickly. #54 junior John McKimmy returns at defensive tackle after his break out sophomore season. Our 
other starting DT is #74 senior Benji McKey. Rotating with these two will be the previously mentioned 
#54 Hudson, #55 Brown and #70 J. Miller. This group will be the center of attention along the D-line 
with full intent of reaking havoc. At defensive end we expect to rotate #77 senior William Kibler (#88 last 
year), #85 C. Miller, #32 Kremer, #75 Schultz and #35 junior Hourie Gebremeskel. Kibler came on strong 
in the 2nd half of the season with at least 6 solo tackles for losses. We’ll need this group to contain the 
edges and get to the QB repeatedly. We may be a little undersized when compared to other AAAA teams, 
but remember, it’s not the size of the dog in the fight, it’s the size of the fight in the dog. 

We’ve maybe never been in better hands, or rather feet, than we are this year. We have both #39 senior 
(and 2017 all-region punter) Nolan Aldrich and #93 senior Will Possert returning for kicking duty. Both 
are capable of lengthy game winning field goals and clutch, pin ‘em deep punts. We’ll leave it up to the 
coaches on how they split up their duties. I’ve also seen Possert in the mix at WR and DB at practice. 

On the other side of special teams I fully expect to see #24 Pajer, #26 Schwaner, #13 Benefield and #9 
Jones all contributing on kick returns. Who knows, maybe there’s a new speed demon or 2 we’ll get in the 
mix too. These special teams standouts give our Golden Lions the kind of edge we’ll need to win those 
close, late season games. Here’s the full roster for your 2018 Golden Lions varsity football team.

Yr. # Yr. #
Jadon Rogers 11 2 Cameron Cainion 9 22

Matthew Horner 12 3 Zachary Ranson 12 23

James Bir 12 4 Jacob Pajer 11 24

Jack Herring 10 5 Ted Wach 12 25

Gavin McElroy 12 6 Samuel Schwaner 12 26

Michael Spear 12 7 William Queen 12 27

Mason Benefield 10 8 Paul Quigley 10 28

Jason Jones 12 9 DeMarcus Mitchell 12 29

RJ Brewster 10 10 Grayson Carney 10 30

Dennis O'Shea 10 11 Jack Graham 10 31

Nick Joiner 11 12 Patrick Kremer 12 32

Michael Benefield 12 13 Tiger Turner 11 33

Jonathan Gagnon 11 14 Marc Weick 11 34

Patrick Molnar 12 15 Hourie Gebremeskel 11 35

Jason Warner 10 17 Sinclair Eberlein 10 36

Connor Egan 12 18 Mason Doan 10 37

Ryan Kirschner 10 20 Jack Strom 10 38

Davis Kirkland 12 21 Nolan Aldrich 12 39

Player Player



A few of our young “Lions on the Rise” to watch are Cameron Cainion (9th), Casey Ver Muelen (10th), 
Walker Stevens (10th), Joey Sanfilippo (10th), Joel Chatfield (10th), Salim Miller (10th) and Cooper 
Harlan (10th). I’ve always got a watchful eye out for the next generation Lion leaders. 

The more you take, 
the more you leave behind. 

What am I??

So...we’ve got plenty of reason for hope and high expectations, but we’ll still have to earn it, starting 
this week with a tough match up against the reigning state champs. The Blessed Trinity Titans are a 
perenial powerhouse and a bit of wrecking crew, especially for us over the past 5 years. The last Golden 
Lion squad to overcome the Titans was that 2012 state finalist. Can we do it again this year? Of course we 
can, but we’ll need some mid-season form, some good officiating and maybe a little bit of Golden Luck 
against the Green Machine to ring the bells on this night.

Yr. # Yr. #
Casey Ver Meulen 10 40 Christopher Joseph 10 64

Richard Reynolds 10 41 Joey Sanfilippo 10 65

Matthew Griffin 10 42 Charlie Long 10 68

Zani Patasin 10 43 Joseph Miller 11 70

Liam Klosky 10 44 Ryan Carney 12 72

Jack Parker 10 45 Matthew Burdick 11 73

Walker Stevens 10 46 Benji McKey 12 74

Ben Dillon 10 49 Lawson Schultz 11 75

Sam Granelli 12 50 Ezanna Gebremeskel 10 76

Salim Miller 10 51 William Kibler 12 77

Steven Hudson 12 53 Cam Wooden 10 78

John McKimmy 11 54 Colby Wright 10 79

Connor Brown 12 55 Josh Varuso 11 81

Trent Gavron 12 56 Tommy Serrano 11 82

Chris Williams 10 57 Sam Downer 10 83

Tyler Goforth 10 58 Griffin Waugh 12 84

Joel Chatfield 10 59 Chris Miller 12 85

Dustin Papuga 10 61 Taz Butler 10 87

Anthony Tiberia 12 62 Cooper Harlan 10 89

Anthony Stout 12 63 William Possert 12 93

Player Player



Blessed Trinity has four preseason all-state players and some say its their best overall team yet. 
The Titans’ talents include RB/LB Steele Chambers (committed to Ohio State), LB/TE J.D. Bertrand 
(committed to Georgia–he was injured last year when we faced them), WR/DB Ryan Davis (several mid-
major offers, two-time all-state) and DL/FB J.R. Bivens (Middle Tennessee). And though not recognized 
as preseason all-state, QB/DB Jake Smith (a major Division I baseball prospect) is another outstanding 
veteran two-way player for the Titans.

BT Head Coach Tim McFarlan was recently interviewed by GHSF about last year’s championship 
season and this year’s upcoming challenges. I found this question and answer to be quite relevant to our 
past and present situation, as well.

Q: What did winning this championship teach you about what it takes to win a championship that you 
didn’t already know? 

A: Our staff has talked about this often, and there are two lessons we take away from the 2017 season. 
First is to never sell a group of kids short on what they can accomplish. We replaced all five starters on the 
offensive line and three out of four up front on defense coming into the season. We were very concerned 
at the beginning of the year, but the amount of growth we saw in those young men was remarkable. The 
second lesson was how many benefits can come from regular-season losses if you choose to see setbacks 
as opportunities for learning. Our greatest periods of growth as a team came immediately after losses to 
Marietta and Marist. That’s a credit to our assistant coaches and players for choosing to learn lessons 
and move on.

I could give you a detailed rundown on the other BT players we’ll see on the field this Friday, but 
I choose not to. By all means take a quick look at the highlights from their scrimmage against Eagles 
Landing (https://www.hudl.com/team/v2/21635/Boys-Varsity-Football), a 34-19 victory with 308 rushing 
yards and 453 total yards. The first thing I noticed is you can forget about taking them down with arm 
tackles. 

They’ll be coming in confident and as ready for us as we are for them. They’ll have speed, we’ll have 
speed. They’ll make plays, we’ll make plays. This isn’t a David and Goliath story. No, THIS will be a 
battle of wills. Who will give that extra ounce of effort needed to keep someone out of the end zone? Who 
will make the right read on a trick play that squashes a big play? Who will have the most energy late in 
the 4th quarter? How will each team respond after the other scores? I expect a close game in the first half 
with a few key plays providing momentum going into the half. Whether we’re up at the half or down, 
the beginning of the 3rd quarter is always extremely crucial. Come out flat and chances are you’ll regret 
it when the clock runs down. I won’t be surprised if the outcome is decided in the final 5 sweat soaked 
minutes, hopefully with a Golden Lion victory and a date with the bells.

Let’s face it, as badly as we want to beat these Titans (and I would say extremely bad), we have to 
acknowledge their talent and success. These are the kind of bragging rights that have to be earned on the 
turf, under the lights, on a Friday night with a stadium full of screaming fans. It should be a great game 
to start of this 2018 campaign. 

https://www.hudl.com/team/v2/21635/Boys-Varsity-Football


Now let’s turn the spotlight to our own Head Coach, Paul Standard with our first installment of....

As we head into a new season with plenty of new names and faces, Z spoke with the leader of the Golden 
Lions, Head Coach Paul Standard, to get the inside scoop on these 2018 Golden Lions. 

Z: I believe that this is your 18th season at the helm of the St. Pius football program.  Did you ever imagine 
that you would be here this long?

PS: To be quite honest, when I first took this job - this is before our kids were at St. Pius, when our kids 
were still in elementary school - my professional goal was to come to my alma mater.  Then I thought I 
would go back into the public system, and especially Gwinnett County, which was an up and coming area 
for football, and was a hot bed for coaching and players.  I thought that is what would happen…I really 
thought that would be the plan.  Then, after a couple of years, I felt like this was the place I needed to 
be.  Even though I was giving up my public school retirement, I felt like this was the right place for me 
and my family to be; both professionally and spiritually.  As my son, who was our oldest child, got closer 
to entering high school, I wanted them all to go to St. Pius.  That made it easier.  At first, I didn’t think it 
would be this long by any means, but I certainly am blessed they’ve kept me around for seventeen going 
on eighteen years.  I would like to finish what’s left of my career here.

Z: Your youngest child is now a freshman at Pius.  That must be joyful for you?

PS: It really is a joy for me.  Having had the pleasure of having my other three children here, if there is 
a perk to being a teacher, having your children with you is it.  They may not like it, but I sure do.  She’s 
ridden with me to IHM for the last eight years, so I might be a little closer with her than the other three 
from an early age.  I’m excited she’s here, and looking forward to the next four years.

Z: One of the biggest changes for all of us in the Pius community since last season is the retirement of the 
legendary coach and athletic director, Mark Kelly.  How has the transition been to Todd Mooney?

PS: It’s kind of funny, because I’ve known Coach Mooney for a number of years.  He recruited my son, and 
he was my son’s head football coach in college.  So, I’ve known Todd since 2008, and had built a good high 
school coach to college coach relationship.  He was already at a high school, King’s Ridge Christian, and 
when I found he was looking for a job, I was the one who told him to contact Mr. Barwick.  That was kind 
of how it got the ball rolling.  Mark Kelly was here when I was a student, and he was my boss for my first 
seventeen years here.  He’s a legend, right up there with Coach Maloof.  Todd Mooney has come in and 
already put a stamp on our department in terms professionalism and accountability, and I think it’s going 
to be a great thing for the future of St. Pius athletics.  He, too, has a child here, a sophomore daughter who 
plays softball, and he also has a son who’s an 8th grader at IHM and plays football.  I think he’s going 
to be here for a while.  I’m excited with the new athletic director, and I think it’s going to be great for us!

X PLUS Z



Z: What were your thoughts on your scrimmage last week against (pre-season AJC AAA #7) Lovett?

PS: I really felt like our guys were ready to play.  I want to preface all this by saying that I’m not really 
happy with the way our state has almost forced us to speed up the pre-season preparation by making us 
play games as early as we are.  We’ve only been in pads like seven practices.  I was really proud of our 
kids…how they played, the effort they gave.  Of course, we made some mistakes, and that includes the 
head coach, that we’ve got to correct.  But, overall, a great effort for little padded practice time.  I wish 
it was different.  The other thing I want to mention is that our guys did a great job this summer.  We had 
twelve different practices this summer in helmets and shorts where we put in a lot of our offense and 
defense.  It really showed Friday night because we haven’t had that much time in pads.  I was very pleased.

Z: Has the state changed rules this year forcing the games to be earlier?

PS: They just pushed week one up earlier.  Historically we would have still scrimmaged the same date, 
but then we always had a week off.  The first week of play, has historically been when we are playing 
Dunwoody, in two weeks.  This gave you another four or possibly five days of practice to evaluate players, 
especially if we had to make any changes after the scrimmage.  If you had anybody hurt, you might have 
an opportunity to get them back.  We will play three games in August, almost a third of our season, before 
Labor Day, and that’s crazy.  Another thing for this year is that we’ll have two open weeks.  I would rather 
have just one.

Z: What stood out for you on Friday night?

PS: The first thing that jumped out, is that our young kids who have been playing scout team all summer 
played well.  They played hard, and I was really pleased with how the young kids played.  Secondly, our 
offensive line, who we lost everybody but our right guard, Connor Brown, played well.  Those other four 
guys did a great job, and even the back-ups, when they got in, did a great job.  We’ve still got to improve, 
but overall, not bad.  I thought defensively our secondary guys played well, after the first series where we 
gave up an easy touchdown.  We’re playing some guys both ways, and I was pleased to see that they held 
up pretty well.

Z: Who are your primary two-way players this year?

PS: All of our secondary guys play two ways.  Jason Jones and Jacob Pajer both play cornerback and 
running back.  Zach Ranson and Nick Joiner, our two safeties, also play receiver.  Nick Joiner is our back-
up quarterback, and when he got in, he did well.  Moose Mitchell is our fullback, and is going to play 
mike-linebacker a good bit.  Connor Brown is going to play guard and defensive tackle for us.  There are 
also a handful of defensive starters who will rotate at running back during the season.

Z: You are coming off a very successful season last year.  For two years now, you’ve had a tough start, but 
last year the team really found themselves for the region schedule.  You had a difficult end against Marist, 
but still a great season.  How do you use that to start this year?  

PS: The first thing is that these 28 seniors have been through the fire.  They were a great support group 
to last year’s seniors, and as we started 0-5, the thing I loved about them and last year’s seniors is they 
never lost their intensity and their work ethic.  I was just so proud of how they handled a really adverse 



situation, and that has a lot to say about their parents as well, who had to have been positive at home, or it 
wouldn’t have been a good thing.  The way they turn everything around, they have a tremendous amount of 
confidence, and it shows in how they practice.  On the flip side, they’re also very respectful, and they know 
that it’s a fine line between winning and losing.  Everybody that we lost to, except for maybe one team, we 
could have beaten, and every team that we beat, except for one or two, we could have lost to.  I really feel 
like that experience is going to bode well for us as we prepare for a really tough schedule.  I don’t think 
it’s quite as tough as the last two years, but I think our kids are mature enough to understand what we’ve 
got to do to vie for a region championship, and make a run at a state championship.

Z: You are opening with a very good Blessed Trinity team.  What’s the taste that sits in your mouth, 
knowing that they’re the defending state champions coming into your building?

PS: I told the kids it’s a great opportunity.  Nobody but our own team and our fans thinks that we have a 
chance, and that’s fine.  We usually do better in the roll of an underdog than as a favorite.  They also are 
mature enough and wise enough to know that even thought the game was 35-21 last year, we scored to tie 
it in the 4th quarter at 14-14.  Then BT hit two big plays because they’re a great team, but they didn’t take 
the ball and just ram it at us.  I thought we moved the ball, but then we had a turnover, and didn’t handle 
the end of the first half well when we could have tied it.  So, they know that the measure between winning 
and losing is really close.  I may be wrong at the end of the night, but I don’t think they’re quite as good 
as the GAC and Benedictine teams we played the last two years.

Z: There are some changes to this year’s region opponents, as Jefferson has dropped from AAAA.  Now, 
it’s just a five team region (St. Pius, Oconee County, North Oconee, Stephens County, and Madison 
County).  How does that change your approach?

PS: That takes away an outstanding football program.  In some ways, I do think that’s good, but there’s 
a flip side to that.  It’s really difficult to find a non-region game to play that late in the season, and now 
you’ve got a lot of pressure, because with five teams, four of you are going to make the playoffs, so you 
don’t want to be left out.  It also sets up the potential for a three-way tie.  That puts things into a whole 
different area trying to break that three-way tie.

Z: I guess the best thing to do, then, is to just win them all!

PS: You’re dang right!  That is the answer to that.

Z: You have a lot of experience in your skill players, and you have a three-year starter at quarterback in 
Connor Egan.  Is this the first time you’ve had a three-year starter at that position?

PS: No, I had Trey White, who was the starter after my son graduated.  Connor may be only the second 
one, though.  I’ve had a couple of two-year starters, but no other three-year starters.

Z: He had a lot of growth between his sophomore and junior years.  Do you expect the same type of growth 
this year?

PS: I really think Connor hit his stride about week six or seven last year.  It finally clicked.  His sophomore 
year, truth be known, he wasn’t quite ready to be the starter.  He was the back-up, and you never want to be 



negative, but we had an injury in the scrimmage.  What it didn’t allow was for him to play a full season at 
the JV level and experience some of the mistakes in a less pressured situation.  He didn’t have that luxury 
as most of the quarterbacks who have played for us have.  Why I’m so proud of Connor though, is he never 
let that bother him in his attitude, work ethic, or leadership, even as a 10th grader.  That’s why I wasn’t 
surprised by his junior year, and I won’t be surprised if he has the same sort of improvement this year.  I 
tell you what he has improved on is his arm strength.  We’ll throw the ball a little more, and he made some 
nice throws in the scrimmage.  He can throw it down the field like some of his predecessors, which will 
help to keep the defense from being all up in our face in the box.  He has been a tremendous leader, and 
he’s kept his standing in the school at the highest level.  He’s in the top ten of his class; I’m not sure if he’s 
ever made a B!

Z: You’ve got a lot of experience lining up behind him and around him.

PS: Absolutely.  This senior class has so many three-year starters.  On defense, we’ve got Zach Ranson, 
Jason Jones, Moose Mitchell, Patrick Molnar.  On offense Chris Miller, Connor Brown, Connor Egan, 
Michael Benefield.  Eight three-year starters!  The rest of the seniors started or got significant playing 
time as juniors.  Between our skilled and big skilled positions, we’ve got as many returners back as we’ve 
ever had.  Some others who’ve got experience are juniors Jacob Pajer and John McKimmy, and senior 
Steven Hudson.

Z: Who do you have on the lines this year?

PS: On the offensive line, senior Patrick Kremer is our second tight end when we go with two tight ends.  
At right tackle, we’ve got senior Trent Gavron, Connor Brown is right guard.  Sam Granelli is a senior who 
will play center and also some linebacker for us.  At left guard is Steven Hudson, and junior Joe Miller, 
who is Chris Miller’s brother at tackle, and he’s going to be a good one!  On the defensive line William 
Kibler is a senior and will be a two-year starter at anchor end.  Lawson Schultz, is a junior who started 
some games for us last year, and played a good bit, at the rush end.  John McKimmey is the returning 
tackle.  We’re trying to find our nose guard, and we’ve got Benji McKey starting there.  Our receivers are 
Zach Ranson and Nick Joiner.  We’ve also got senior receivers Davis Kirkland, William Queen, Gavin 
McElroy, who made a great catch Friday night, and Matt Horner returning.  We’ve got six top-notch 
receivers returning, and they’re all seniors except for Joiner.  Our whole backfield is all back because we 
lost NKem Njoku after the first game last year.  Everybody who plays running back is a returning player 
for us.  Senior Sam Schwaner, senior Ted Wach, senior Michael Spear, Jones, Pajer, and Benefield.  That’s 
six players right there.  At linebacker, we’ve got three-year starter Patrick Molnar.  Michael Spear is 
going to be a starting linebacker, and Sam Schwaner is the returning will-linebacker.  We’ve got a lot of 
experience, but we will have a lot of guys going both ways.  

Z: Did you have any changes in your coaching staff?

PS: Yes, we’re back to a full crew.  After being gone for a year, David Connor is coming back to coach 
receivers again.  Then we hired a Marist and Georgia Tech grad, Nick Brigham, who actually played in 
our middle school program before he went to Marist.  He played offensive line at Marist and Tech, and 
he’s coaching our tight ends.   We also have a new strength coach from Buford, Ryan Liccardo.  He has 



done a great job, our kids love him, and he is working the fool out of them.  We’re going to see results over 
the next six months for certain!

Z: It certainly sounds like the potential for a good season, and more of what we all saw the second half of 
last season!  Now, we all know that you eat, live, and breath football, but what do you do when you’re not 
on the field?

PS: This is going to sound bad, but I really don’t, other than spending time with my wife and family.  We 
did have a wedding that we were in the process of preparing for all off-season.  I’ve never seen a wedding 
take so long, and it just happened a week ago Saturday.  We just got our oldest daughter married off, but 
that was the bulk of this year’s off-season when it wasn’t football.  I did spend a lot of time with football, 
but that wedding…I’ve never seen anything like it.  I’ve been to more showers for one child than my entire 
adult life.  A new experience for me, to say the least!

Z: I sure do appreciate your time this week, and we all look forward to getting the season rolling with a 
win on Friday!

PS: I hope so!

Well, that’s it for the talking. Now it’s time for the fun and excitement of another season of Golden Lion 
football!

Answers to Riddles: (1) Road; (2) Future; (3) Footsteps

The ROAD to our 2018 FUTURE starts with a giant FOOTSTEP this week against Blessed Trinity....

WE’LL SEE YOU THERE!


