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At Stephens County High School

“I dwell in possibility.”
– Emily Dickinson



To our valued sponsors we say THANK YOU!
*Click the logos for a quick link to each website

(Editor’s note: Throughout the season you’ll find various links scattered in each X-Factor. Look for 
blue underlined hyperlinks (like this) for links to websites, articles or youtube videos. Any time you see                              
a  button, click to enjoy a musical interlude. Don’t take anything too seriously, it’s all in the name of fun!)

onfidence may be the most powerful intangible that can exist within a human being. 
It holds more hidden truth than a quick glance can reveal, however, if you look deep 
enough into another’s eyes it’s clearly evident. You can see the wheels turning in their 

head and you can almost hear them thinking “there is no way that you are going to 
beat me right here and right now.” Conversely, a lack of confidence can encourage a foe 

to feel that their odds of winning have significantly improved. I’m not talking about winning the game, I’m 
talking about winning the moment. If an individual can win the moment by besting his opponent, then not 
only does he build his own confidence, but he also creates opportunity for the success of others. In football, 
there is no better example of this than on the offensive 
or defensive line. If a player can win the "battle in the 
trenches," as they say, then his teammates have a better 
chance of winning their moment too. It's a domino effect.
The more an individual sees and experiences success, 
the better he'll feel about his abilities and the likelihood 
of winning his moment. As Henry Ford said, "whether 
you think you can or you can't, you're right." 
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https://www.spx.org/athletics/boys-sports/football
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sI7XiJgt0vY
http://familypracticecenterpc.com/atlanta-sports-medicine/
http://bambinellispizza.com/
http://www.bevshop.co/
http://benchwarmersgrill.com/
https://www.cssfirm.com/
http://www.geherenlaw.com/
http://www.magbee.com/
https://www.nathansdrivingschool.com/
http://www.southernjewelryinsurance.com/
http://turnerprofessionals.com/
http://www.edvoyles.com/
https://www.georgiaeyeassociates.com/
https://visionairepartners.com/
https://hudsongrille.com/
https://hudsongrille.com/


“Failure is simply the opportunity to begin again,
this time more intelligently.”

– Henry Ford

So let me ask you this...does winning breed confidence or is it the other way around? Much like that 
question about the chicken or the egg, a good argument could be made for either. Winning streaks can 
obviously build confidence in a team, while losing streaks can easily rob you of it. Still, you've surely heard 
many times that no one is perfect and everyone fails. That's certainly true, but if that's the case, then how is 
it possible to stay confident in the aftermath of failure? Repetition and practice certainly have their place, but 
it's far deeper than that. Take golf for example. Let's say a player steps up to the tee box after slicing the last 
3 drives into the deep rough. Can a person mentally put those last 3 shots behind them and believe in their 
head and heart that the next one is gonna be striped down the middle? Well, if you're a hacker (like most 
of us), then the answer is no. BUT if you do it in some capacity every day, then the answer should be yes.

Even when things look bad, confidence has a way of overcoming adversity. For example, let’s say a team 
is facing a situation that requires a score in the waning minutes or they’ll lose the game. It happens all the 
time, right? If the individuals have enough confidence in themselves and their teammates, then the odds of 
success certainly go up. The key is to focus on winning each individual moment. String a handful of those 
together and you've got good reason to be confident. 

I personally believe confidence starts with the individual. If they believe in themselves, then others will 
too. If that’s the case, then I think the others will in turn start to believe in themselves. It's the domino effect 
I mentioned. If that cycle continues, then what you ultimately have is a situation where confidence breeds 
confidence, regardless of whether you’re on a winning streak or a losing streak. THAT my friends, is the goal! 
To believe in yourself, as well as the brother to your left and to your right whether you’re up or down. If you 
can do that, then confidence ultimately breeds winning. So, focus on winning the moment one play at a time.

Before we dive into last Friday's matchup with Madison County, I'd like to take care of a little unfinished 
business from the North Oconee game. Each week I take a moment to recognize our captains and I failed 
to do that. I apologize to the Weick, McKimmy, Taylor and O'Shea families for that omisson. I was able to 
track down a good image of that moment and am happy to share it now. Better late than never!



Senior Night started off with a long line 
of senior student-athletes from our various 
fall sports programs parading down the 
track of George B. Maloof stadium. These 
students of course included our cheer 
squad, student trainers and football team. 
We've still got more than half a school 
year before graduation, so I'll simply say, 
"Job well done so far! Now finish strong!" 
And what Senior Night would be complete 
without Fathead baby pictures!?

As Golden Lion tradition has it, every senior player would be a captain on this night. Our 11 seniors 
–  Jonathan Gagnon, Nick Joiner, Eli Marshbank, John McKimmy, Joseph Miller, Jadon Rogers, Lawson 
Schultz, Tommy Serrano, Tiger Turner, Josh Varuso and Marc Weick – made their way down the stadium 
steps and out towards the 50-yard line. Rogers, Serrano, Varuso and Turner then stepped forward 
to meet the oposing captains for the coin toss. The Red Raiders won the toss and decided to receive.

The rest of the team made their way down the stairs for what would likely be the final Lion Walk of the 
2019 season and these senior's careers. #19 junior Sinclair Eberlein and #65 junior Charlie Long (worn 
tonight for injured junior Joey Sanfilippo) led the way carrying the flags under perfect fall conditions. 
This is what you call a MUST win game, and Lion Nation knew it. Let's make it one to remember, boys! 



Both teams took the field and we were ready to go. It's hard to duplicate the feeling right before opening 
kick-off on a Friday night under the lights. During the Z interviews most boys have said they'll miss the 
camaraderie and the Lion Walk the most, but this is one I'll miss – that moment of possibility. Marshbank 
put the kick into the end zone for a touchback and a 1st and 10 from the 20 for the Red Raiders.

Tonight's starting defense had #71 sophomore Jacob Hull, #59 junior Joel Chatfield, McKimmy and 
#85 junior Casey Ver Meulen up on the line; #12 sophomore Cam Wingo (worn tonight for injured senior 
Nick Joiner), #46 junior Walker Stevens and #16 sophomore Cameron DeBose at linebacker; and Rogers, 
#22 freshman Jack Tchienchou, #29 sophomore Austin Taylor and #2 sophomore Cam Cainion in the 
secondary. The series started off well for the Lions with a 5-yard motion penalty on the Red Raiders.            
1st and 15 didn't end much better as the pass from #10 senior Colby Smith to #20 junior Dayton Gresham 
was met with a huge hit by Tchienchou and ultimately an incompletion. The 2nd down run by Gresham 
was then shut down by Chatfield and Hull for a gain of only 2 bringing up a 3rd and 13. This would 
normally be a throwing down, but when they went with the pitch you knew they had little confidence in 
their throwing game. They picked up 9, but Cainion kept them short of the sticks forcing an early punt. 
Rogers nearly got a hand on the ball and was thankully able to side-step the kicker to avoid contact and a 
free 1st down. The ball took a Red Raider bounce and came to rest at our 32-yard line. 

For the first time this season we had a new face starting at quarterback. #11 junior Dennis O'Shea got 
plenty of action under fire the previous week against North Oconee after Joiner went down, but this week, 
he'd be the one bringing the Lions out onto the field. Behind O'Shea were #31 junior Jack Graham, Wingo 
and Cainion, and split out wide were Varuso and Serrano (this weeks' co-Z interviewees). Up front were 
the usual suspects of Miller, Weick, Long and #78 junior Cam Wooden with one addition, #79 junior Colby 
Wright getting the start tonight. Things started sloooow with a gain of 1 by Graham, a loss of 4 by Cainion 
and then an 8-yard sack of O'Shea. Marshbank's punt was fair caught at the Red Raider 45 for good field 
position on their next drive. The teams exchanged opening 3-and-outs and tried to settle themselves down. 

You could sense a little early tension as both teams worked off the jitters. EVERYONE in the stadium 
knew this was a must win scenario for both teams. The loser would be on the outside looking in with 
regard to the remaining playoff seeds. Coming into the game, we knew Oconee and North Oconee would 
have the top 2 seeds sewn up after getting past us, so this game held a ton of importance and the first team 

to score would get a huge confidence boost. FYI, Oconee secured 
the region title last Friday with a 35-7 drubbing of the Titans.

The 1st down hand-off to #1 sophomore Ty Chapell around 
the left end was swarmed over by Cameron DeBose (your co-
defensive player of the game), Stevens, Taylor and Rogers for a 
minimal gain. Gresham then bounced the 2nd down run to the 
outside and found some open space. Cainion forced him out of 
bounds, but not before he picked up 15. Hull and #49 junior Ben 
Dillon converged on Gresham on 1st down for a gain of 1, then 
he picked up 4 more on the 2nd down carry. The 3rd down pitch 
to #3 junior Martavian Cooper found a crease and enough yards 
for the 1st down. They were running a mirror of our offense and 
playing it safe early, but were now knocking at the red zone door. 



We needed a response and fast! On 1st down, Chatfield and Ver Meulen provided an appopriate response, 
then Stevens provided an exclamation point on 3rd down with a sack. It was 4th and 10 from the 26 with 
no sign of their special teams...they must be lacking confidence in their kicking game too. Colby took the 
snap and rolled right with 4 receivers releasing downfield. He cut it loose looking for Chapell near the 10, 
but the throw was nowhere close. Turnover on downs, 1st down going the other way!

We shook a little rust off ourselves and started moving the ball with back-to-back runs by Graham to 
move the chains. We brought in the power package with Ver Meulen and #80 sophomore Ryan Sewell (worn 
tonight for injured senior Lawson Schultz) at TE and #14 junior Paul Quigley (worn tonight for injured senior 
Jonathan Gagnon) at WB. O'Shea kept it over right guard, but couldn't find any room. Even though that play 
didn't gain much, it in turn set up a 15-yard pitch and catch from O'Shea to Graham for another 1st down.     
We were in Red Raider terriory as the 1st quarter clock expired with the score Lions 0, Red Raiders 0.

A few plays into the 2nd quarter we were looking at a 4th and 3 from their 38. Too far for a field goal 
attempt, but too close for a punt. We dialed up a nice pass play in the direction of #8 junior Mason Benefield, 
but it was just beyond his finger tips. This time the turnover on downs was in the Red Raiders favor.
Both teams had stumbled out of the blocks, both teams had decent drives, and both teams had turned 
the ball over on downs. We were all square, but this is where things began to shift in our favor (with a 
little bit of luck too). We started things off by forcing a 3-and-out with great stops by Wingo on 2nd down 
and #34 sophomore Jack Kelly on 3rd down. Rogers almost blocked the punt again, but Cainion lost the 
handle on the catch. What could've been the break the Red Raiders needed was saved by Tchienchou, 
who fell on the ball in a crowd of red and white. Whew! That was a pivitol play as our next drive was to 
be our first major statement. 

It started without much fanfare on carries by #41 freshman 
Shug Bentley and O'Shea, but 3rd down was a beauty. O'Shea 
rolled left on a play action pass and hit a wide open Cainion 
for 20-yards down into Red Raider territory. We followed 
that up with an option pitch going right to Cainion for 
another 20. 40-yards on 2 plays and we were in business!                                
We chipped away at the last 25-yards of the field riding 
Bentley and Wingo until we were 2nd and goal from the 4. 
O'Shea made a beautiful fake to Bentley and took it in for the 
score behind Miller, Ver Meulen and Wingo. Kirschner's PAT 
was a little off the mark, so we'd have to settle for a 6-0 lead 
and hope it didn't come back to haunt us.

That drive had to feel good for the entire team. We had some key players out and a few new players in 
the mix early with limited or no game experience. Our defense kept them at zero and our offense put up 
the first points of the game. Take that confidence and keep building on it boys, you're going to need it later.

I can be cracked, I can be made. I can be told, I can be played.
What am I??



We very nearly took that momentum and gave it right back on the ensuing kick, as Cooper found a 
lane and plenty of artificial grass. If it hadn't been for Marshbank stepping up and holding his ground, 
Cooper would've been gone. Once again our defense responded with another quick 3-and-out with a 
swarming tackle from DeBose, Rogers and Kelly on 1st down, and a McKimmy shut-down special on 3rd 
down. We'd get one more crack with our offense, but time would be a factor. We took over at our own 21, 
but a holding penalty put us in a 2nd and 21 hole with the 1st half clock winding down. We went into the 
locker room clinging to a 6-point lead of a very tight game.

Coming into the 2nd half, not only did we have the lead, but we'd also get the first opportunity on 
offense. A score here would surely have the Red Raiders confidence teetering, but a quick stop could easily 
give them new reason to believe. That's how tight things were. The game could easily pivot on a single play. 
The Red Raiders knew that too and came out with a twist of their own. They noticed an open void in our 
kick return alignment and tried to place on on-side kick in that spot. It was a good idea, but the kick had 
too much pace and thankfully caromed out of bounds.

Last year I wrote a lot about winning the end of the 1st half and the beginning of the 2nd half.                       
This year has been a struggle in that regard. We've missed opportunities going into the half and also come 
out flat to start the 2nd half. Not a good combination and one that can get you into deep water pretty 
quickly. Our starting field position on this drive was ideal, now we needed to do something with it.

We immediately started with a near disaster as the option pitch from O'Shea to Cainion was blown up 
by #23 senior Harrison Kirkland before it ever got out of O'Shea's hands. The ball hit the turf, took a few 
bounces and was there for the taking. Ver Meulen swooped in a second before Kirkland could complete 
the strip-sack-recovery trifecta to save the moment. A loss of 9, but we still retained possession. Whew #2!    
The next play was just as dicey, as O'Shea completed a 17-yard pass to #10 junior RJ Brewster that was 
a dual possession reception/interception with #7 senior Adam Echols. The two players fought hard on 
the ground for the ball and the refs ultimately ruled in favor of the Lions. WHEW #3! We had somehow 
managed to work ourselves into a 3rd and 2 after back-to-back plays that could've easily gone the other way.                                             
A 1st down would surely help settle the team down, but O'Shea was dropped for a 1-yard loss by #6 sophomore 
Zahmerius Shiflet and we were forced to punt. Marshbank launched a high arching punt that hit near the 
35, but unfortunately took a back spin hop back to the Red Raider 42-yard line. Time to regroup, boys.

The Red Raiders took their good fortune and immediately started moving the ball. Gresham took a 1st 
down run out to the 50 and a 2nd down run inside our 45 behind a good surge from their line up the middle. 
We solidified by forcing a 4th and 1 on the next series, but couldn't hold them. We again stiffened on the next 
series with a 4th and 9, but a 10-yard completion to Cooper erased that hold too. Chapell came up just shy of 
the goal on the sweep, but on the next play Cooper took the option pitch in for the score. The PAT was good 
and we were suddenly on the wrong side of the scoreboard. Momentum had changed hands.

When you do not know what I am, then I am something.
When you know what I am, then I am nothing.

What am I??



Much like the Dunwoody game, we had fought hard with a slight lead and kept things close, but our 
opponents found a way to go up by a single point. They again tried to find the opening in our kick return 
coverage and this time came even closer to converting the on-side kick. If the ball had checked up instead 
of bouncing to the left, we surely would've been sending our defense back out on the field. Whew #4!          
We were dodging bullets left and right, and the Red Raiders confidence was starting to grow.

From our 44, we started to move the ball in small chunks...O'Shea to Bentley for 6...Bentley up the 
middle for 11...Benefield on the pitch for 15...but the drive stalled with a holding penalty, an incompletion 
and a 3rd down sack. Still looking for some offensive rhythm, we turned to our defense to keep things close.

In games this tight, special teams units play a major role.                         
We've seen both the good side and the bad at times this season. 
Every aspect becomes critical from the snap to the hold to the kick 
to the catch to the block to the return. #71 sophomore Jacob Hull 
(your special teams player of the game) snapped a perfect spiral to 
Marshbank who hit a good, high kick down near the 20. The deep 
man bobbled the catch, but quickly fell on it. That would've been the 
break we needed, but instead it was just another change of possession.                                   
The Red Raiders erased a 1st down penalty with a 13-yard sweep to 
Cooper and they were on the move again. As an ugly 3rd quarter came 
to an end, everyone knew this one was coming down to the wire.

It should be noted that on this drive the Red Raiders had switched to a shotgun snap. This gave Smith 
a better view of the defensive alignment and any potential soft spots. He wasn't back there to throw, he was 
back there to find the best running lanes and it was working. They started the 4th quarter with an 11-yard 
sweep to Chapell, then hit their first big play of the game with a 36-yard quarterback keeper off the left.         
He might've scored if it weren't for Cainion tracking him down at the 15. WHEW #5!! That would prove to 
be a crucial tackle. The Red Raiders called a timeout to consider their options.

The defense took the brief breather to gather themselves. This was a moment that required a stop.          
We already knew they lacked confidence in their kicking game, but down this deep their odds were pretty 
good. No, they wanted the touchdown and possibly a 2-point conversion. That would make it a 2 score 

game and an uphill climb for us. We solidified on 1st and 2nd 
down with stops by McKimmy and Taylor and an upcoming 
3rd and 4. #2 senior Douglas Willingham took the sweep 
hand-off from Smith and cut it upfield with the goal line 
in his sights. Had that play stood, it would've been 1st and 
goal from the 1, but an offensive penalty saved our bacon. 
WHEW #6!!! An incompletion on 3rd and 9 brought up a 
4th down conversion attempt and a very tense moment for 
both teams and the fans. Smith took the shotgun snap with 
time to survey the field and launched a pass towards the 
back of the end zone in the direction of Cooper, but Cam 
Cainion (your other defensive player of the game) was there 
for the break up. It was a rough few minutes, but the defense 
held again and gave the offense one more chance.



This would be the moment of truth drive. Could we 
summon our inner confidence and drive the length of the 
field for the go ahead score? Could we put the last quarter 
and a half behind us and focus on the here and the now? 
We'd find out shortly. It started slow with short gains 
on 1st and 2nd down before a 13-yard O'Shea scramble 
moved the sticks. 2 plays later Cam Wingo (your 2-way 
player of the game) took the sweep on an "I will not be 
denied" run for 10 more yards and another first down. 
Then it was Graham's turn, as he took the dive right up the 
middle for another 13 behind a rejuvinated O-line. O'Shea 
kept it over right guard for another 13 on the next play, and 

we were suddenly at their 32. You could feel our confidence 
grow with every play and sense the doubt in the Red Raider 
defense. Still, we needed to FINISH this drive. Bentley came in 
and immediately got the rock on 3 of the next 4 plays. After a 
pitch to Cainion was stuffed at the sideline, we were looking 
at a 3rd and 8 from the 18. We knew we were in field goal 
range, but this was a drive the needed an exclamation point...        
IT DEMANDED 6. O'Shea dropped back under pressure and 
threaded a dime to Benefield inside the 10 for a 1st and goal    
as the clock counted down. We still had time, but not much.

The Red Raiders knew this was their last chance to 
preserve the 1-point lead and hold on for the win. They stiffened on 1st down for no gain...2nd and goal...
Next, Cainion took the bucksweep over the right side all the way down to the 1...3rd and goal!...Then 
Bentley took the hand-off down to the 1-foot line...4TH AND GOAL!!...I've heard many coaches say, "if we 
can't get 1-yard to win the game, then we don't deserve to win." Well, here we were. We surely could have 
attempted the field goal to take the lead, but there are no guarantees there either. No, the best option here 
was to do what we do...run. I'm sure there were a few fans in the stands 
with their hands over their eyes, as this wasn't just the game, it could 
very well be the season. As expected, we lined up with 7 on the line and 3 
backs behind O'Shea. Long snapped it to O'Shea, who handed it to Bentley 
over right guard. The line surged and Bentley found the end zone for the 
score. TOUCHDOWN LIONS and WHEW #7!!....but we weren't done.                     
We needed a 2-point conversion to make this a 7-point lead. O'Shea took the 
snap from Long, rolled right and found a wide open Cainion for a successful 
conversion and a 14-7 lead. We had clawed our way back on our final drive 
of the game, just as we had done against Dunwoody, and were now less than 
a minute from the victory. That was one heck of a drive with poise from a 
young quarterback, hard runs by all of our backs and a great up front push 
by the Hawgs, led by seniors Weick and Miller, and our emotional spark 
plug (and your offensive player of the game) junior Cam Wooden.



But we still werren't done. Our defense needed to make one more stop with under 30 seconds to go. 
Sounds simple enough, but you can never assume anything in this game. Marshbank drilled the kick-off 
into the end zone, putting an end to any thought of a kick return (thank you Eli!), making the Red Raiders 
have to go 80-yards with the final seconds ticking away. Smith dropped back on first down, but with good 
coverage downfield he decided to pull it down and run. He managed 18-yards to at least give them a better 
chance to take one last shot, but this would likely be the last snap. Again, Smith dropped back, and this 
time wasted no time letting it fly down the right sideline in the direction of #21 senior Tamaris Gaines.                  
The pass was on the mark, but Cainion and #13 junior Grayson Carney had him surrounded. Cainion lept 
for the ball and secured the interception, and ultimately the Golden Lion
victory. The team rejoiced and Lion Nation let out a huge sigh of relief.

                FINAL SCORE:  Golden Lions 14 – Red Raiders 7

That was quite the exciting ending, wasn't it? As parents and fans, we love the excitement you boys 
bring, but we'd sure like to see a few more games put away early! I think that last drive illustrated this team 
has the ability to pull together when the situation requires it. We may have faultered at times throughout 
the season, but the important thing is to know and believe that the ability is there within each of you. 
That's the place where confidence is born. 

I like that I'm seeing new names and numbers surfacing on the playing field, as you can never have 
too much depth. I know part of that is injury related based on the full page of updates at the dad's meeting 
(I think Schmitty just installed a "Now Serving" ticket dispenser outside his office), but I'm sure it's also 
because these players have earned it on the practice field. Football isn't only a competition with your 
opponent, it's an internal competition too. Yes, everyone wants to play, but these battles help keep you 
focused on getting better individually. If you can continue to improve individually, then the team grows 
stronger as a whole. Which is precisely the thing we need to accomplish over the bye week going into this 
final regular season and regional contest with the Stephens County Indians. 

Let's take a peek at what's at stake with this game. One more win secures us a #3 seed, a 5-5 regular 
season record, and a 14th consecutive playoff appearance. Yeah, a #1 or #2 seed would've been sweet, but this 
is where we are. There are a few alternate scenarios where we'd either go in as the #4 seed or wouldn't make 
the playoffs at all, but we're not going to worry about that right now since our destiny is in our own hands. 
After all the pendulum swings we've encountered, that's THE most important thing. Let's go get it.

What can you stick between a 3 and a 4 so that the result
is more than three but less than four?

Whew #8 !



For additional pictures from the Madison County game hit these links: [Link 1]  [Link 2]

https://www.liddellphotos.com/SPORTS/Football/SPX-Football-2019/10-Madison-County-14-7/SPX-Madison-County-Fan-View/
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1uZYfm4EpkVQA5s4J16QmLInnXM6K7dsb


The Stephens County Indians have a had a rough go of it this season. They lost a tight one last week to 
Madison County in the final 30 seconds after leading at the half 21-14. That 35-33 loss gave them an 0-3 
region record and a really bad taste in their mouth. Here's a quick look at their season stats so far.

Their only win came against Franklin County on opening day with a pretty impressive 42-21 showing. 
Take away the 42 points they put up in that first game and they've scored 124 over the 8 losses (15.5/game). 
That's still enough points to win some games and 25 more points than we've put up all season, so let's not 
get ahead of ourselves. They've got some offensive weapons. We have the edge on defense with 20.6/game 
allowed compared to their 35.6/game, but we've both had some lopsided affairs. Friends, neither team has 
stats that are going to scare anyone right now. Regardless of their record, there is no way these Indians are 
going to lay down without a fight. There is one scenario where they can still make the playoffs. 

The Indians will run a similar offense to ours, but with less emphasis on the option and more on the pass 
and straight hand-offs. The passing part may be because they've been behind so much and have had to throw. 
#14 junior Kenny Colwell (6'3, 175) is their quarterback. He's a multi-year starter and a 2 sport athlete that 
also plays basketball. Considering his MaxPreps profile says his position is "G", I'd say he prefers basketball. 
He doesn't possess a very strong arm, as his passes tend to hang in the air, but he's pretty accurate. The way 
I see it, we'll have some opportunities for interceptions. Their primary running back is #5 senior Hudson 
Spurlock (5'11, 185) who last week eclipsed 1,100 rushing yards for the season, certainly nothing to sneeze at. 
#3 senior MJ Jones (5'9, 180) is their other wing back and he may actually be faster than Spurlock. #6 junior 
Gamarion Carter (6'3, 183) is their go-to receiver and he's a good one. He's been hampered by injury this 
year, but he was in the line up last week against Madison, so expect to see targets coming his way, especially 
on any deep shots. #11 junior Mardy Lanier (5'6, 165) is another skill player to keep an eye on. He's listed as 
a RB, but I've seen him used more as a receiver. They like to get him the ball on the edge via the WR screen, 
but watch for the stop-and-go because it's coming. He's small and shifty with a good burst of speed. 

Their defense has been the weakest part of their season, apparent by the 35+ points/game total.                        
You can't keep giving up that many points and expect your offense to go score for score. The fact that we've 
struggled putting the ball in the end zone this year will surely give them some hope. They put up 33 on 
Madison County when we only managed 14, and they put up a combined 24 points against Oconee and 
North Oconee when we only managed 7. Just trying to keep things real here, people. 

Looking back, we've won 3 of our 4 total contests with Stephens County, with the only loss coming in 
2016, a rough year for Pius overall. I vaguely remember that year as a freshman parent and those memories 
were not fond. We got our first win of the 2017 season on the road at Stephens County in a nailbiter that came 
down to the end with some key defensive plays. It was the beginning of a dominant, undefeated 2-year run 
through our region that was sadly tripped up by Oconee a few weeks ago (that one still stings). 

Since that road win in 2017, our region record stands at 10-2 with a chance to make it 11-2 this week        
(we reeled off 11 straight region wins if you count the last 2 region games of 2016). With all of the ups and 
downs and pendulum swings we've encountered this season, I'd really like to bookend these last 3 regional 
seasons with another road win in Indians territory. Due to the pending realignments (click here for more 
info), this will be our last game in region 8-AAAA, so let's make it a good one. We need a no-doubt-about-it 
win that can propel us into our 14th consecutive playoff run. LET'S GO LIONS!

https://youtu.be/F_QZnk5Gm28


This week Z caught up with Golden Lions WR/
DBs #82 Tommy Serrano and #81 Josh Varuso.

Z: It was a great win vs. Madison County on 
Senior Night. How is the team feeling headed 
into the final regular season game this Friday       
vs. Stephens County?  

TS: We’re playing our best football all season.          
The energy level is at an all time high and we all 
know that it is crunch time. We’ve gotta get going and everyone is responding very well.

JV: We’re feeling pretty confident because we have seen what we can potentially do. With Dennis now 
settling into his role as the QB we are ready to lock in and get ready for the playoffs but first we need to 
take care of business this Friday night.

Z: What are you expecting to see from Stephens County this week?

TS: They run a Wing T just like us, so it is a lot of the same running and passing schemes we run so it 
will be similar to what we saw in our last game vs. Madison. They have some talented athletes with a 
RB and WR that will get the ball a lot, but we will be ready for them with our defense.

JV: They’re a talented team but we’ve seen on film that they make mistakes. We need to take advantage 
of those mistakes so we can get the best results out of the game.

Z: Do you play any other sports besides football at St. Pius? 

TS: Not at St. Pius, but I play CMLA basketball with my friends, which I enjoy a lot. 

JV: I wrestled my Freshman and Sophomore years and I enjoyed the experience.

Z: What are some of the things you’ll miss most about the football program when you leave St. Pius X?

TS: I am really gonna miss my friends and teammates. The guys on the team, we all embrace the grind 
together through workouts. We also all hang out together a lot. Being a part of the football team is like 
being in a family. It is a very special experience, there is nothing quite like it.

JV: I will miss the brotherhood of it all. Having 70-80 guys that you see everyday that you know you 
can count on. I am gonna miss the family environment, that is for sure.

X PLUS Z



Z: Have you had a favorite class or teacher in your time at St. Pius X?

TS: Mr. Abbott for Spanish class. He is such a relatable teacher. He’s pretty young, so a lot of the stuff 
that we talk with him about is like talking to one of my classmates. He’s a great teacher and I have 
really enjoyed his class.

JV: I have had a lot of great teachers along the way, so it is hard to pick just one, but if I have to I 
would say Mr. Hicks’ Religion class. We’ll have one day of notes then the other classes we’ll have 
debates, and on Fridays we’ll play review games based on what we learned that week. It is a great 
class that I have really enjoyed.

Z: What kind of music is on your playlist?

TS: I listen to a variety of music, mostly rock and rap. Once in a while I will listen to country if 
someone is playing it near me, but not too much.

JV: I listen to a lot of rock music and in particular Tom Petty right now. I also listen to country and 
some Wheezer.

Z: Where did you go to school before St. Pius X?

TS: I went to Notre Dame Academy from Pre-K until 8th Grade.

JV: I went to St. John Newman from Kindergarten through 8th Grade.

Z: Did you play any other sports growing up besides football?

TS:  I played a lot of basketball and also played baseball and golf in middle school. My favorite sport 
is football, but I also really like to play basketball.

JV: From Kindergarten to 5th grade, I played baseball and then from 3rd to 8th grade I played CMLA 
basketball. Also in 5th and 6th grade I played flag football, then in 7th grade I started playing tackle 
football at St. Pius X and have been doing so ever since.

Z: What do you like to do with your free time?

TS: During the weekend I’ll watch a lot of football on TV.  I am a big Chicago Bears and Chicago Cubs 
fan too, so I will watch those games. I also play video games and I like to watch movies on Netflix. I 
watched the 'Joker' movie pretty recently. It was an interesting movie in how they showed his life story.   

JV: I like to hang out with my friends, walk around the mall. Sometimes we’ll go hit baseballs at the 
batting cages or at a nearby park. I also like to play video games with my friends.



Z: What colleges are in the mix for you at this point?  

TS: I’ve applied to Notre Dame and that is my #1 choice. If I don’t get into Notre Dame I’m also looking at 
Georgia, Georgia Tech, Auburn and Clemson. I went to ND Academy growing up so I guess you can say that I 
have always liked Notre Dame. We also have family in Chicago (were my dad grew up) and I’ve visited Notre 
Dame several times and I really like it. We’ll see what happens.

JV: I’m hoping to get into LSU and go there, but if not then maybe I will go to Kennesaw State with a plan to 
transfer into Georgia Tech.

Z: Thanks, gents for your time. We’re all looking forward to cheering on the Golden Lions Friday night vs. 
Stephens County. Anything you’d like to share with the fans?

TS: We know it is a long drive to get there, but try to make the game - we can use all the support we can get 
from the fans.

JV: Thank you for always being there for us this season through all the ups and downs. The energy that we get 
from the stands and the fans really help us. Hopefully the fans can make it to some of our playoff games too.

What has 3 feet but cannot walk?



Scout Team players of the week for the Oconee game are:
Will Moreman (Fr.) • Kevin Bierne (Fr.) • Alex Possert • Cain Wright

Answers to riddles:  1) Joke  2) Riddles  3) A Point  4) Yardstick

Last week’s mission was surely no joke,
No time for riddles, no time to choke,
Down by a point with time paper thin,

We needed one last yardstick to deliver the win.

We're road trippin' to Toccoa, Georgia for region game #4 against the Stephens County Indians.

WE’LL SEE YOU THERE!

SENIOR CLASS OF
Thank You!



Individual Statistics (Final)
The Automated ScoreBook

Madison County vs St Pius Golden Lions ( at)

Madison County St Pius Golden Lions

Rushing No. Gain Loss Net TD Lg Avg
Colby Smith 11 122 50 72 0 45 6.5
Dayton Gresham 11 49 1 48 0 15 4.4
Martavian 8 41 0 41 1 13 5.1
Ty Chapell 3 26 0 26 0 13 8.7
Douglas 1 6 0 6 0 6 6.0
Totals 34 244 51 193 1 45 5.7

Rushing No. Gain Loss Net TD Lg Avg
Cameron Cainion 6 46 5 41 0 20 6.8
Shug Bentley 14 38 0 38 1 11 2.7
Jack Graham 8 38 0 38 0 13 4.8
Cameron Wingo 2 20 0 20 0 10 10.0
Dennis O'Shea 10 40 27 13 1 13 1.3
Mason Benefield 3 4 0 4 0 2 1.3
Totals 43 186 32 154 2 20 3.6

Passing C-A-I Yds TD Long Sack
Colby Smith 2-9-1 14 0 11 0
Totals 2-9-1 14 0 11 0

Passing C-A-I Yds TD Long Sack
Dennis O'Shea 5-8-0 74 0 22 2
TEAM 0-1-0 0 0 0 0
Totals 5-9-0 74 0 22 2

Receiving No. Yards TD Long
Martavian 2 14 0 11
Totals 2 14 0 11

Receiving No. Yards TD Long
RJ Brewster 1 22 0 22
Cameron Cainion 1 20 0 20
Jack Graham 1 15 0 15
Mason Benefield 1 11 0 11
Shug Bentley 1 6 0 6
Totals 5 74 0 22

Punting No. Yds Avg Long In20 TB
Hunter Samples 3 109 36.3 42 0 0
Totals 3 109 36.3 42 0 0

Punting No. Yds Avg Long In20 TB
Eli Marshbank 4 112 28.0 34 0 0
Totals 4 112 28.0 34 0 0

Punt Kickoff Intercept
Returns No Yds Lg No Yds Lg No Yds Lg
Colby Smith 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Martavian 0 0 0 1 40 40 0 0 0
Totals 1 0 0 1 40 40 0 0 0

Punt Kickoff Intercept
Returns No Yds Lg No Yds Lg No Yds Lg
Cameron Cainion 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0
Totals 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0

Field goals Qtr Time Dist Result Field goals Qtr Time Dist Result

Kickoffs No. Yards Avg TB OB
Camden Jordan 1 28 28.0 0 1

Kickoffs No. Yards Avg TB OB
Eli Marshbank 3 170 56.7 2 0

All-purpose Run Rcv KR PR IR Total
Martavian 41 14 40 0 0 95
Colby Smith 72 0 0 0 0 72
Dayton Gresham 48 0 0 0 0 48
Ty Chapell 26 0 0 0 0 26

All-purpose Run Rcv KR PR IR Total
Cameron Cainion 41 20 0 0 0 61
Jack Graham 38 15 0 0 0 53
Shug Bentley 38 6 0 0 0 44
RJ Brewster 0 22 0 0 0 22

FUMBLES: Madison County-Colby Smith 3-0. St Pius Golden Lions-Dennis O'Shea 1-0.



Defensive Statistics (Final)
The Automated ScoreBook

Madison County vs St Pius Golden Lions ( at)

# Madison County Solo Ast Total Sacks-Yds TFL-Yds FF FR-Yds Int-Yds BrUp Blks QBH
77 Dylan Vining 9 0 9.0 - - - - - - - -
7 Adam Echols 6 0 6.0 - - - - - - - -
11 Willie Gaines 5 0 5.0 - - - - - - - -
10 Colby Smith 4 0 4.0 - - - - - - - -
47 Hunter Samples 4 0 4.0 - 2.0-5 - - - - - -
35 Tyler Wright 3 0 3.0 - - - - - - - -
4 Kiya Hubbard 3 0 3.0 1.0-9 - - - - - - -
6 Zahmerius 2 0 2.0 - 1.0-1 - - - - - -
5 Cole Hillsman 2 0 2.0 - - - - - - - -
23 Harrison 2 0 2.0 1.0-8 - - - - - - -
54 Lucas Childers 1 0 1.0 - - - - - - - -
22 Timothy Gurley 1 0 1.0 - - - - - - - -
64 David Smith 1 0 1.0 - - - - - - - -
18 Logan Selk 1 0 1.0 - - - - - - - -

Totals 44 0 44.0 2.0-17 3.0-6 0 0-0 0-0 0 0 0

# St Pius Golden Lion Solo Ast Total Sacks-Yds TFL-Yds FF FR-Yds Int-Yds BrUp Blks QBH
85 Ver Meulen 5 0 5.0 - - - - - - - -
46 Walker Stevens 5 0 5.0 - 1.0-3 - - - - - -
29 Austin Taylor 4 0 4.0 - - - - - - - -
2 Cameron Cainion 4 0 4.0 - - - - 1-0 - - -
16 Cameron DeBose 3 0 3.0 - - - - - 1 - -
12 Cameron Wingo 3 0 3.0 - - - - - - - -
59 Joel Chatfield 2 0 2.0 - 1.0-1 - - - - - -
54 John McKimmy 2 0 2.0 - - - - - - - -
34 Jack Kelley 2 0 2.0 - - - - - - - -
9 Eli Marshbank 1 0 1.0 - - - - - - - -
21 Jadon Rogers 1 0 1.0 - - - - - - - -
71 Jacob Hull 1 0 1.0 - - - - - - - -
22 Jack Tchienchou 0 0 0.0 - - - - - 1 - -

Totals 33 0 33.0 0.0-0 2.0-4 0 0-0 1-0 2 0 0

Quickie Statistics (Final)
Madison County vs St Pius Golden Lions ( at)

MADISON SPX
Score 7 14
FIRST DOWNS 11 13
RUSHES-YARDS (NET) 34-193 43-154
PASSING YDS (NET) 14 74
Passes Att-Comp-Int 9-2-1 9-5-0
TOTAL OFFENSE PLAYS-YARDS 43-207 52-228
Fumble Returns-Yards 0-0 0-0
Punt Returns-Yards 1-0 0-0
Kickoff Returns-Yards 1-40 0-0
Interception Returns-Yards 0-0 1-0
Punts (Number-Avg) 3-36.3 4-28.0
Fumbles-Lost 3-0 1-0
Penalties-Yards 6-51 3-28
Possession Time 18:56 29:04
Third-Down Conversions 1 of 7 5 of 12
Fourth-Down Conversions 2 of 4 2 of 3
Red-Zone Scores-Chances 0-1 3-3

Madison County St Pius Golden Lions
Rushing No. Gain Loss Net TD Lg Avg
Colby Smith 11 122 50 72 0 45 6.5
Dayton Gresham 11 49 1 48 0 15 4.4
Martavian 8 41 0 41 1 13 5.1
Ty Chapell 3 26 0 26 0 13 8.7

Rushing No. Gain Loss Net TD Lg Avg
Cameron Cainion 6 46 5 41 0 20 6.8
Shug Bentley 14 38 0 38 1 11 2.7
Kevin Beirne 8 38 0 38 0 13 4.8
Cameron Wingo 2 20 0 20 0 10 10.0

Passing C-A-I Yds TD Long Sack
Colby Smith 2-9-1 14 0 11 0

Passing C-A-I Yds TD Long Sack
Dennis O'Shea 5-8-0 74 0 22 2
TEAM 0-1-0 0 0 0 0

Receiving No. Yards TD Long
Martavian 2 14 0 11

Receiving No. Yards TD Long
RJ Brewster 1 22 0 22
Cameron Cainion 1 20 0 20
Kevin Beirne 1 15 0 15
Mason Benefield 1 11 0 11

Punting No. Yds Avg Long In20 TB
Hunter Samples 3 109 36.3 42 0 0

Punting No. Yds Avg Long In20 TB
Eli Marshbank 4 112 28.0 34 0 0

Punt Returns No. Yards TD Long
Colby Smith 1 0 0 0

Punt Returns No. Yards TD Long

Kick Returns No. Yards TD Long
Martavian 1 40 0 40

Kick Returns No. Yards TD Long

Tackles UA-A Total Sacks TFL
Dylan Vining 9-0 9.0 0.0 0.0
Adam Echols 6-0 6.0 0.0 0.0
Willie Gaines 5-0 5.0 0.0 0.0
Hunter Samples 4-0 4.0 0.0 2.0

Tackles UA-A Total Sacks TFL
Walker Stevens 5-0 5.0 0.0 1.0
Ver Meulen 5-0 5.0 0.0 0.0
Austin Taylor 4-0 4.0 0.0 0.0
Cameron Cainion 4-0 4.0 0.0 0.0

Qtr Time Scoring Play V-H
2nd 03:50 SPX - Dennis O'Shea 4 yd run (Ryan Kirschner kick failed), 11-72 5:12 0 - 6
3rd 04:46 MADISON - Martavian 3 yd run (Camden Jordan kick), 20-0 5:29 7 - 6
4th 00:14 SPX - Shug Bentley 1 yd run (Cameron Cainion pass from Dennis O'Shea), 17-86 8:37 7 - 14


