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“Remember that when one door closes, another will open.
It's life's way of letting you know it's time to move on.”

– X

2019 SEASON FINALE
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To our valued sponsors we say THANK YOU!
*Click the logos for a quick link to each website

(Editor’s note: Throughout the season you’ll find various links scattered in each X-Factor. Look for 
blue underlined hyperlinks (like this) for links to websites, articles or youtube videos. Any time you see                              
a  button, click to enjoy a musical interlude. Don’t take anything too seriously, it’s all in the name of fun!)

ast year at this very same time, with one playoff win under our belt and another that  
recently got away, I was working on the X-Factor season finale. As you might expect, 
that one and this one feel quite different. Part of that – ok, maybe most of that – is 
because I am now a senior parent that just witnessed my son's last football game...ever.                     

For me, that's a decade full of football memories that I thankfully have to look back on.          
Until you're standing right here, in this spot, in these shoes, it all seems so far away. Even as a junior 
parent, it was an entire year away. You can cram a lot of great stuff into a year...but the seconds, minutes, 
hours, days, weeks and months still fly by – and now here we are again, another season in the books. 

Another reason why this season feels different is, in a way, this team exceeded expectations. I'm not 
saying we ended the season better than we thought we could have or should have, I'm just saying it's been 
a rollercoaster ride that could easily have gone off the rails had the team not rebounded and come together 
the way it did. Since this is the "thankful" time of year, I'll gladly say I am thankful for that. Since we're on 
the subject, I can also say I'm truly thankful that the only way that "M" team was going to end this season is 
if we faced them in the championship game. Win or lose, that scenario would've been poetic justice, though 
having them end our season 3 years in a row would've been one, big, bitter pill to swallow. Still, if it meant 
the chance to play for a title, we'd take it everyday and twice on Sunday! Incidentally, for those not keeping 
up with the playoffs, Marist was ousted in the quarterfinals by our friends from Oconee County, 17-7.

http://familypracticecenterpc.com/atlanta-sports-medicine/
http://bambinellispizza.com/
http://www.bevshop.co/
http://benchwarmersgrill.com/
https://www.cssfirm.com/
http://www.geherenlaw.com/
http://www.magbee.com/
https://www.nathansdrivingschool.com/
http://www.southernjewelryinsurance.com/
http://turnerprofessionals.com/
http://www.edvoyles.com/
https://www.georgiaeyeassociates.com/
https://visionairepartners.com/
https://hudsongrille.com/
https://hudsongrille.com/
https://www.spx.org/athletics/boys-sports/football
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sI7XiJgt0vY


What five-letter word becomes shorter
when you add two letters to it?

I know I'm stating the obvious here, but every team wants to go out on their own terms as champions. 
True, there are certain teams that always seem to be in the mix, but it's still a really hard thing to achieve. 
The odds of our young, but talented squad winning the championship this year were pretty darn high  
(when the playoffs started they were 58,818-to-1 according to the Maxwell Ratings). We knew it and 
were reminded of it everytime the pendulum swung back the other direction with a dissapointing loss.           
Still, everytime it did (with one exception), we gritted our teeth, showed our pride, and fought our way 
back with another win. You can't ignore attrition, injuries and inexperience – but you can still mold them 
into a darn good team that provides a lot of excitement and a chance to win every Friday night.

For those of you who are still looking ahead to more Golden Lion football, embrace it. I personally 
think these next few years will be exceptional. The talent is there and now there's some experience to go 
with it. A new group of leaders will need to step up, but I don't see that as a concern. Even with the new 
classification alignment, I can see things swinging hard in the right direction for our future Golden Lions. 
I can clearly hear Coach Standard telling the underclassmen, "the 2020 season starts today!"

For those of you who are looking ahead to new experiences, it's been a pleasure. It's been a pleasure 
watching you grow, cheering you on alongside your families, and celebrating each victory by ringing the 
bells. We've said it many times before, but our small band of senior brothers did their best to lead this team 
and prepare the others for what it means to put on the Golden Lion uniform. You've given graciously of 
yourselves and your time for a single cause that you took very seriously. Seeing that kind of commitment 
through to the end will serve you well in life. Looking back over the past 4 years, we can all say that our 
Golden Lion teams made the playoffs every year, won 2 region titles (in sweeping fashion), shutout Marist 
on their field, went on a 10-game winning streak, went to a Final 4, set some team and personal records, and 
carried the St. Pius flag proudly. You now have the priviledge of coming back at any time for the rest of your 
life knowing that you were part of something very special, and that you gave it your all. Congratulations to 
the senior class, may your next endeavors be filled with prideful moments, successful wins and plenty of 
God's gracious good luck. Onward and upward!

For me, this is my last X-Factor. Like our senior players, I'd like to think I gave it my all...maybe a 
little too much at times. It's been my way of getting as close to the team and the action as I could and 
that was pretty special. It was also a fantastic outlet for me and my wandering mind. You could say I used 
the X-Factor as a creative compass. I watched a lot of film, got to know the players names and numbers 
(I'm notoriously bad with names), relived the victories and learned to let go of the losses. I also gained an 
appreciation for high school football that I didn't have before. Down the road we'll start seeing players in 
the college and pro ranks that we played against, and hopefully a few that we played with. That's pretty cool. 

I am a ship that can be made to ride the greatest waves.
I am not built by tool, but built by hearts and minds.

What am I??



I come out at night without being called.
I am lost in the day without being stolen.

What am I??

I know the next X is out there somewhere just dying to raise his or her hand. Yes, it's a daunting task, 
but it has its own unique set of rewards. I was nervous too when I took it over, but once you get your own 
creative compass calibrated, you'll be just fine. If you're on the fence, then by all means reach out to me 
to talk about what's involved. It can really be anything you want it to be (within reason of course), and it 
can certainly be a team effort. Like one of my recent quotes said, "I dwell in possibility," and so can you.

As for the Woodward game, the War Eagles played well, that's a fact. We missed on the opportunities 
we had, and they captialized on theirs. That's football. They followed that up with a win over top ranked 
Cartersville, so there's no shame in losing to them. Same as I did last year, I think I'll skip the traditional 
game write up and end the season through the camera's eye. As always, it's Great to be a Golden Lion!









Players of the Week for the Woodward game are:
Marc Weick (Off.) • Jadon Rogers (Def.) • Casey Ver Meulen (2-Way) • Eli Marshbank (ST) 

For additional pictures from the Woodward playoff game hit these links:
[Link 1]  [Link 2]

https://www.liddellphotos.com/SPORTS/Football/SPX-Football-2019/12-Woodward-Academy-0-41/SPX-Fan-View/
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1Ix-prEDoE_dJniSDk5kVsAnFtRj0_Z47


Congratulations to our Region 8-AAAA
All-Region Golden Lions!

First-team offense
TE - Lawson Schultz, St. Pius, Sr.
OL - Joseph Miller, St. Pius, Sr.

 
First-team defense

DL - John McKimmy, St. Pius, Sr.
DL - Casey Ver Meulen, St. Pius, Jr.

LB - Walker Stevens, St. Pius, Jr.
DB - Nick Joiner, St. Pius, Sr.

 
Second-team offense

RB - Cameron Wingo, St. Pius, So.
WR - R.J. Brewster, St. Pius, Jr.

OL - Camden Wooden, St. Pius, Jr.
PK - Ryan Kirschner, St. Pius, Jr.

 
Second-team defense

DL - Anderson Crawford, St. Pius, So.
DB - Austin Taylor, St. Pius, So.
DB - Jadon Rogers, St. Pius, Sr.

DB - Cameron Cainion, St. Pius, So.



I was sent the below image last week, then promptly went in search of a poem that fit our current 
situation. While I found plenty of poems about sunsets, lions, goodbyes and pride, none of them really 
captured what I was feeling. Not one to give up on a creative opportunity, I took it upon myself to write 
this one. I hope you find the underlying meaning.

A Sunset Subsides
The day's last light erupts
In colors bright and bold
Purples, reds and blues
Crash into waves of gold

They gently weave their way
Into the black of night
Then slowly dissipate

Replaced by specs of light

The darker nightfall grows
As the hours slip away

The brilliance of each star is shone
In its separate way

Now memories of the glories
Bathed in golden pride

Pave a path for tomorrow
As today's sunset subsides

Can you name two days that start with T
besides Tuesday and Thursday?

“A king's time as ruler rises and falls like the sun.
One day, Simba, the sun will set on my time here,

and will rise with you as the new king.”
– Mufasa from The Lion King



Answers to riddles:  1) Friendship  2) Short  3) Stars  4) Today and tomorrow

Friendships grow, and children too,
Our time is short, this much is true,

Sunsets fade into brilliant stars,
Today and tomorrow are not so far apart.
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Thank You!

So gather up your jackets, and move it to the exits,
I hope you have found a friend.

Closing time, every new beginning
comes from some other beginning's end. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xGytDsqkQY8

