
St. Pius X Golden Lions

VS.
Cedar Shoals Jaguars

at St. Pius X

THE 2020 EDITION OF GOLDEN LION FOOTBALL got under way on Sept 4 vs Flowery Branch HS, and to the X-Factor’s 
untrained eyes, it was a near perfect debut.  On a beautiful late summer evening up in Hall County, the Golden Lions 
broke through their traditional banner, took the field and it was hard not to be a little emotional considering all that had 
transpired to bring us to this point.  
 
Every season opener represents the culmination of an offseason of planning, hard work and preparation.  But this 
opener felt different for many obvious reasons, not the least of which whether the game or the season would even 
happen due to Covid issues.  One of the more common statements from the Golden Lion parents pregame was “I’ll 
believe it when I see the ball in the air.”  And, true to 2020 form, there were twists and turns right into game week, as 
our game was moved into the annual season opening Corky Kell Classic due to a team having to cancel due to Covid 
exposure.  This led to a later kickoff and the addition of local TV coverage.  The TV coverage was an exciting addition 
and surely heightened the stakes midweek, when it was announced.  
 
The Golden Lions knew they were in for a battle against the Falcons from Flowery Branch.  And the game was thorough-
ly competitive, as advertised.  But the Golden Lions were physical and executed very well from the start.  The Senior 
leadership was evident in another critical bright spot:  SPX won this game while battling a great deal of adversity from 
an opponent with zero quit.  The Flowery Branch team never stopped competing, responding to every SPX score with a 
counterpunch of their own.   However, the Lions battled to the end and made the plays needed to 
win the game.
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GAME 2                   Friday, Sept. 25, 2020



Statistically, the story of this game can be found in a few key 
numbers.  SPX held the ball for 27:41, limiting the potent 
Flowery Branch offense to just 8 possessions.  And, in the 
decisive 3rd quarter, the Lions held the ball for more than 2/3 
of the quarter…..a whopping 8:19!!  The senior-laden HAWGS 
(Long, Wooden, Papuga, Wright, Sanfilipo, Hull, Goforth, 
Vermuelen and Sowell) led the way to 394 yards and 6.9 yds 
per carry.  7 RB’s gained 30 yds or more on the ground for 
the game, and 3 RB’s averaged more than 10 yds per carry 
(Cameron Debose, 10.1 ypc, Jack Tchienchou, 10.7 ypc, Paul 

Quigley, 11.7 ypc).  Lastly, the SPX offense was 8 for 11 on 3rd down conversions, while the SPX defense excelled in 
getting off the field holding Flowery Branch to just 2 of 7 on 3rd downs.

Now on to the game recap!! !Now on to the game recap!! !
Flowery Branch got the ball 1st and the SPX defense held them to three and out.  SPX took over on their 17 yard line 
and churned out a 10 play/83 yard drive led by a tone-setting diet of Jack Graham, Jack Tchienchou, Dennis O’Shea 
and Mason Benefield on the ground.  Paul Quigley ran it in from 29 yards out for the 1st SPX touchdown of 2020.  Nota-
ble on that TD run were nice blocks from Sam Downer and Jack Tchienchou to spring Paul down the left sideline.  The 
two point conversion was successful as Casey Vermuelen caught a pass from O’Shea.  Just like that, it was 8-0 Lions.
 
James Kirkland had a nice tackle on the subsequent kickoff, but Flowery Branch still had great field position at their 
own 43 yard line to start the drive.  They moved down the field fairly quickly with a mix of runs and passes that took 
them to the SPX 27 yard line.  But Jack Tchienchou ended the scoring threat when he intercepted a pass at the 7 yard 
line and returned it out to our own 28 yard line.
 
SPX picked up right where they left off on their first drive, and began a 14 play 71 yard march down the field.  The high-
light was an extra effort run by Dennis O’Shea to convert 4th and 3, where O’Shea’s hard running after contact made 
the difference and extended the drive. While the drive ended in a SPX fumble, it was clear that we were going to be 
able to move the ball on the ground via punishing runs and solid line play.
 
Flowery Branch began to move the ball on their next drive, as their short passing game began to open things up.  They 
moved into SPX territory from their own 20.  However, Jack Tchienchou knocked down a 3rd down pass and when the 
Falcons went for it on 4th and short, Joey Sanfilipo ran down the line and grabbed the RB before he could achieve the 
needed yardage.  The ball came back to SPX on downs, and the Lions D continued to bend without breaking.
 
SPX wasted no time on their next drive, needing only 2:30 to move down the field and push the score to 16-0.  This 
drive included 4 passing attempts as the Lions tried to mix up the defense, and it paid off when O’Shea connected with 
RJ Brewster on a 32 yd pass for their second score.  16-0 Lions.
 
But in a sign of things to come in the second half, Flowery Branch roared down the field in just more than one minute 
before the half ended and scored to make it 16-6.  The XP was no good after a muffed snap and Jack Parker and Jack 
Tchienchou pounced on the kicker to shut the play down.  The Golden Lions were on notice that this Flowery Branch 
team would not be throwing in the towel, and they had the ability to strike quickly. 
 
The first SPX possession in the 2nd half resulted in a 3 and out.  Flowery Branch had made some tweaks on their 
defensive front that forced our only punt of the game.  Jack Macabee kicked it 26 yds to the SPX 40.



Flowery Branch’s next drive started well enough for SPX when Joey Sanfilipo sacked the QB for a 3 yd loss.  But 
Flowery Branch got on track following a 23 yd run by Jaizen Ellingham, their bruising RB. 3 plays later Flowery Branch 
completed a 21 yd TD pass, and as mentioned above, it was gut check time.  16-13 SPX.

The next SPX drive was the most critical sequence of the game.  Flowery Branch had momentum and had closed the 
deficit from 16 to 3 pts.  The home crowd was revved up.  It was time for an SPX response.  Would the team have an 
answer?  Would they wilt under the pressure?  The answer came in a 9 play 80 yd drive that lasted almost 6 minutes.  
Graham and O’Shea traded carries to get the drive rolling.  But after a penalty, it was 3rd and 14, and it looked bleak.  
Shug Bentley had the response, led by blocks from Colby Wright and Jacob Hull, he ran right thru the Falcon defense 
for 38 huge yards.  Mason Benefield ran for 18 on the next play, following blocks from Quigley and Long.  Just like that, 
the field was flipped and the Falcons were gasping for breath.  Benefield eventually took it into the endzone for a 10 yd 
TD on a Jet Sweep, and we had our answer.  The offense had accepted the challenge and succeeded. 24-13 SPX.
 
To their credit, Flowery Branch hit right back.  They covered 71 yds in 4 plays and after a TD and a successful 2pt con-
version, it was 24-21.  As mentioned above, zero quit in the Falcons, and a great character check for the Lions.  
 
The Golden Lions responded yet again, with another character building drive.  As Flowery Branch kept answering, 
so did Pius.  Both teams were throwing haymakers, and on this series, the Falcon defense really tried to bring the 
physical pressure to the Lions, repeatedly hitting QB Dennis O’Shea with ferocity.  And O’Shea didn’t blink, setting the 
tone for the rest of the team.  Jack Tchienchou took a sweep 40 yards an Shug Bentley punched it in from the 1.  31-21 
Lions.  SPX continued to respond to every challenge.  

Building character and confidence with each play.Building character and confidence with each play.
 
The Falcons were now running out of time.  They had a little more than 4:00 
left, and the Lion defense made them earn every yard and keep the clock 
moving.  After a key open field tackle by Jack Parker on the kickoff, Flowery 
Branch went 64 yds in 9 plays and once again cut the lead to 3.  But there 
was now 1:38 left and they would need to convert an onsides kick to have 
another shot.  
 
The onside kick was well executed, but our Hands Team had the answer 
and Mason Benefield hung on to the ball, despite Flowery Branch’s ar-
guments to the contrary.  On the 1st play from scrimmage, Jack Graham 
flipped the field with a 41 yard run, and victory was within reach.  
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Emphasizing that we weren’t yet tired or done, Cam Debose delivered a punishing 18 yard run, popping the safety and 
continuing down the field,  and Mason Benefield carried it in for his 2nd TD of the night.  The scoring wrapped up with SPX 
holding a 38-28 advantage.   
Whew, that was a lot, and I feel as exhausted after writing about this game, as I did that night in the stands, and that 
doesn’t hold a candle to the boys on the team, who had to be collectively spent after a job well done by everyone. 
A great 1st win, that checked a number of important boxes, is in the books.  Some normalcy.   Some fun.   A return on the 
investment in a long summer of conditioning.   Some adversity versus a tough opponent.   Some very talented competi-
tion.   2020 is definitely under way now.   

SCOUTING REPORT
When this report was initially written, this is where I would hype the impending Blessed Trinity game.  But uncertainty 
and change are along for the ride with us every week here in 2020, and thus, the Blessed Trinity game was delayed.  No 
word yet on a potential reschedule with BT, but here’s hoping it happens.  Rivalry games are what gets our blood pump-
ing, and this game is one of the best.  

Moving on in the schedule, our opponent this week is Cedar Shoals High School out of Clarke County.  The Cedar Shoals 
Jaguars will make the hour drive from Athens to St. Pius Friday Night. The Jaguars are coming off a very successful 2019 
season where they went 7-5 in 8-AAAAA, beating some familiar opponents, Madison County, Stephens County, and 
Loganville among others. They won their first-round playoff game, before losing in round two. With the Region realign-
ment, Cedar Shoals has now moved down to the very competitive Region 8-AAAA, with Flowery Branch, East Hall, 
Jefferson, Madison County, North Oconee, and Chestatee.

The Jaguars have started the season with two losses against very tough opponents, rival Clark Central, and always tough 
Oconee County. Cedar Shoals appears to be a very athletic team, with size along the line, and speed at all the skill posi-
tions. The offense is run primarily out of the shotgun formation, where they execute the RPO. Occasionally they will line 
up under center, where they run a more traditional I-back formation. Cedar Shoals was off this past week.



THANK YOU ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION SPONSORS!

Flowery Branch Game 1

Players of the Game

Defense
#41 Shug Bentley      #65 Joey Sanfilippo

 

Offense
The entire Offensive Line  

   #18 Ryan Sowell          #55 Charlie Long          #78 Camden Wooden 
#61 Dustin Papuga          #79 Colby Wright           #71 Jacob Hull          #58 Tyler Goforth

 
Two-Way Players 

#85 Casey Ver Meulen          #8 Mason Benefield         #22  Jack Tchienchou
 

Special Teams 

#7 Ryan Kirschner          #4  Jack Parker
 

Scout Team

#33 Bishop Marshall          #28 James Kirkland          #66 Sam Hauck         #76 Mason Rudde

CHOA.org/sportsmed
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To our valued FOOTBALL sponsors we say THANK YOU!



This week Z caught up with several Senior Golden Lions; 

FB/LB #42 Liam Klosky, OL/DE #65 Joey Sanfilippo, 

WR #27 Daniel Umpierre and WR/DB #4 Jack Parker:

Z: What a great way to start the 2020 season with a big win over a talented Flowery Branch Team.  How is the team 
feeling headed into the first home game this Friday vs. Cedar Shoals and what are we expecting to see?  
LK: We’re really ready to play especially after missing the BT game last week.  We’re ready to get after it.  We expect 
Cedar Shoals to come out in a 3-4 setup and also a 50 front on defense.  They run a shotgun on offense at times so 
we’re going to practice going against that this week during practice to be ready.
JS: We’re confident as a team headed into this Friday and if we play as one and everyone does their job, we should be 
in good shape.  Cedar Shoals looks good just like Flowery Branch looked good - we just need to stay focused on play-
ing together and doing our jobs. Cedar Shoals has some big guys up front but they look to stand straight up when we 
watched the film.  We on the O-Line need to play low and hard and fast which we usually do.  It will be a good game for 
sure.
DU: We’re feeling pretty good about our last game against Flowery Branch and how well we played both on offense 
and defense.  As for Cedar Shoals, they have a young QB who is pretty athletic so we’ll have to be prepared. He’ll look 
to run the ball some if the pass isn’t there so our defense will have to be ready for that.
JP: The team is feeling great about the game this Friday night despite the setback with the COVID situation.  There 
are some young guys that will have to step up for us this week.  They’re gonna do well and they will be prepared after 
watching the game film and a solid week of practice.  Cedar Shoals looks to have a very talented running back, some big 
guys up front on the offensive line and some talented receivers.  They’ll be tough to defend but we’ll be ready for them.

Z: Do you play any other sports besides football at St. Pius? 
LK: Not at St. Pius, but I play basketball at the local parks near my house with my friends.
JS:  I do track and field in the spring season and throw the shot put and the discus.  It’s really fun and that has been 
my spring sport since Freshman year.
DU: I run track in the spring and run the 100 and 200 meter races.  I enjoy that as my spring sport, it’s fun. 
JP: I’m also on the varsity soccer team and have been playing since my Freshman year at St. Pius.  It’s a lot of fun.  
I’ve played soccer for as long as I can remember.

Z: Not that we’re thinking about this right now but, what are some of the things you’ll miss most about the football 
program when you leave St. Pius?
LK: I’ll miss getting to see my friends every day.  We hang out a lot and talk and spend a lot of time together so I’m 
going to miss that alot.

#42 Liam Klosky #65 JOEY SANFILIPPO #27 DANIEL UMPIERRE #4 JACK PARKER



JS: I’m really going to miss the guys and working together and not just during practice but also in the weight room.  It 
is great to see others improving and get better over time.  I’m really gonna miss that - seeing everyone working hard 
together and improving.
DU: I’ll miss the closeness and just how everyone is really good friends.  We spend a lot of time together in weight 
training and practice so we form pretty tight bonds.  I’ll miss that. 
JP: I’m going to really miss the brotherhood and how close I am with all of my teammates.  We’re a family.  After every 
practice we break it down on “family” and that is exactly what we are.  We all have each other’s back no matter what 
happens and I am really going to miss that the most. 

Z: Do you have a favorite class or teacher in your time at St. Pius X?
LK: Definitely my Forensic Science class.  It is a very hands on class with lots of labs.  It is pretty neat and amazing 
seeing how tiny microscopic fibers can be picked up in crime scene investigations.  Mr. Hauck teaches the Forensic 
Science class and I’ve also had him for Physics.  He’s a great teacher.
JS: I’d have to say Mrs. Blackburn and Algebra 2.  She helped me so much in that class to better understand math and 
I really learned a lot from her.
DU: I enjoy my Religion class w/ Mr. Hicks.  He’s such a nice and fun teacher.  He’ll often ask us interesting thought 
provoking questions and in class we get to do games to help us study.
JP: I’m currently taking AP Stat with Ms. Stilson and I’m really enjoying that class.  I had Ms. Stilson during my Sopho-
more year too.  She does such a great job of connecting with her students.  I’ve learned a lot from her classes.

Z: What kind of music is on your playlist?
LK: I like to listen to Country Music and really like The Zac Brown Band.  I haven’t seen him in concert yet.  I’d say my 
favorite song by them is “Knee Deep”.  
JS: I listen to a good bit of Rap music.  Before games, me and my friend Ryan (fellow senior teammate, Kicker #7 Ryan 
Kirschner) listen to party songs to get us hype before the game.  
DU: I really like all kinds of music.  I listen to old rock, new hip hop, country, just about everything.  I guess it comes 
from growing up listening to lots of different types of music.
JP: I listen to both country and rap music.  When I’m hanging out with my friends it’s country music but when I’m get-
ting ready before a game to get pumped up, I’ll listen to rap music and artists like Lil’ Baby,  Quando Rondo and NBA 
Young Boy.

Z: Where did you go to school before St. Pius?
LK: I attended Notre Dame Academy through Middle School and also for 9th grade.  In Sophomore year, I switched to 
St. Pius and have really enjoyed the bigger environment and being around more students.  
JS: I attended St. John Neumann from Kindergarten through 8th grade before coming to St. Pius.
DU: I attended St. John Neumann from Kindergarten through 8th grade before coming to St. Pius.
JP: I attended St. Jude the Apostle from Kindergarten through 8th grade before coming to St. Pius.

Z: What do you like to do with your free time?
LK: I like to play video games and Fallout 4 is my current favorite.  It is a post nuclear war game that’s pretty cool and 
fun to play.
JS:  I like to spend my down time with my family and friends.  I also like to play golf occasionally.  It is a fun sport that I 
really enjoy.
DU: I’ll play football and basketball outside with my friends and I also like to play video games.  My favorites right now 
as far as video games are Madden and NBA2K.



JP: Well we don’t have much of that but when we do, I like to watch both College and NFL football on the weekends.  
I’m in an NFL fantasy football league with my friends so that’s pretty fun.  I also work part time at Village Burger in 
Dunwoody on the weekends.

Z: What colleges are in the mix for you at this point?  
LK: I’m interested in both UNG (North Georgia) and Auburn.  I’ve applied to UNG already and plan to apply to Auburn in 
December.
JS:  I have applied to several schools; Georgia Southern, Alabama and Ole Miss.  I’m planning to also apply to Auburn, 
Clemson and North Georgia.  If I had to pick a school, I’d say it would be Ole Miss.  I’ve visited Oxford, MS several times 
and really like the environment.  The campus is awesome and it is in a beautiful setting.
DU: I’m looking at Georgia Southern, Auburn and Tennessee.  I really like Georgia Southern.  I’ve visited there and it 
seems like there are a lot of St. Pius kids are interested so it might be a great place for college where I’ll know lots of 
people already.
JP: I have a list of my top 8; UGA, Auburn, South Carolina, Alabama, Ole Miss, Kentucky, Tennessee and Georgia Col-
lege (GCSU).

Z: Thanks, gentlemen for your time.  We’re all looking forward to cheering on the Golden Lions this Friday night vs. 
Cedar Shoals.  Go Golden Lions!

put on your Gold and put on your Gold and Blue andand  show your spirit, L ion Nation!show your spirit, L ion Nation!

we’ll see you there!


