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“Where thou art, that is home.”
- Emily Dickinson
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weeks doesn’t seem like a very long time, but when you’re anticipating something,          
it can feel like an eternity. Anticipation is a funny thing. It can conjure visions of things 
that don’t yet exist, and in reality, likely never will. The brain converges with the heart 
and the soul to create an inner movie of how we want things to be. Without much effort 

we can script the scene, the characters, the action and the outcome from the comfort of a couch....
or possibly a desk in the middle of a 2pm history class. If you think about what the brain does on it’s 
own when we’re sleeping, it’s easy to see how far it can run if we give it free range and no limitations.                      
It doesn’t matter if it’s something you’re looking forward to or something you’re dreading, we have a way 
of making it the greatest thing EVER, or the END OF THE WORLD before it even has a chance to unfold.

Be honest with yourself – how many times have you looked so forward to something only to find 
it failed to meet your expectations? A concert, a vacation, a party, a date – or in our current context –           
a sporting event. The end result of the experience could still be overwhelmingly positive, but because it 
was built up so much beforehand, it can still somehow fall short and may even feel a little disappointing. 

In a lot of ways, the flip side to anticipation is far worse. If we 
didn’t look forward to these life experiences, we’d just wander from 
day to day accepting what comes our way. Sure, we’d still prepare 
and plan for future events, but we’d lose the very zest that makes life 
worth living. We’d simply follow the head and forego the heart – 
what a boring place that would be. Here’s a Heinz Katchup throwback 
about anticipation for the parents. These days the squeeze bottle 
(among other things) has supplanted anticipation with impatience.
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Consider these quotes and lyrics about anticipation:

Let’s also consider how anticipation bridges over to this week’s theme, the concept of homecoming. 
I’m not talking about the expectation of picture parties or homecoming queens, I’m refering to the true 
nature of what homecoming means – to come home. It’s the anticipated return of a loved one who has 
been away for a while, maybe even years. Possibly someone in the military who’s been overseas...or a 
sibling who moved out west...or a child who went off to college in another state...or maybe just a BFF 
that you haven’t seen in who knows how long. That’s the good kind of anticipation.

You’ve obviously figured out that X likes to break out the musical references, so here’s a mix of       
10 great songs about “home” for your chillin’ and grillin’ play list at home this weekend:

 Home Sweet Home – Motley Crue   Home By The Sea – Genesis  

 Sweet Home Alabama – Lynyrd Skynyrd   Coming Home – Keith Urban  

 Home – Daughtry   Who Says You Can’t Go Home – Bon Jovi   

 Homeward Bound – Simon and Garfunkel   Coming Home – Cinderella   

 Mama, I’m Coming Home – Ozzy Osborne   Can’t Find My Way Home – Blind Faith  

“Oft expectation fails, and most oft there 
where most it promises; and oft it hits where 

hope is coldest, and despair most fits.”
– William Shakespeare

“Anticipation - It’s a ticklish thing really. 
Quivering, exciting, waiting. 

Until it dies - Killed by it’s own self.
Lost through virtue of being there.”     

– Dal Perry

“Anticipation is making me late, 
it’s keeping me waiting.”

– Carly Simon  

“The waiting is the hardest part,
Every day you get one more yard,

You take it on faith, you take it to the heart,
The waiting is the hardest part.”

– Tom Petty  

“By anticipation we sugar misery and enjoy happiness before 
they are in being. We can set the sun and stars forward,

or lose sight of them by wandering into those retired parts
of eternity when the heavens and earth shall be no more.”     

– Joseph Addison

“We need the sweet pain of anticipation 
to tell us we are really alive.”

– Albert Camus
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So, allow yourself to dream a little. With the proper planning and 
preparation you just may discover that mystical place where dreams 
actually meet reality. If you’re fortunate and the stars all align, you 
may even have a handful of memories that exceed your expectations.                                    
May the odds be ever in your favor.

Having said all that, 
you could say our boys 
were chomping at the 
mouthpiece waiting for 
this one to start. I could 
both hear it and feel it 
as I walked around the 

outer track behind our Lions as they finished their 
pregame routine. There was NO doubt that our boys 
were ready to hit someone other than a player in a 
gold helmet. No time like the present.

Tonight’s captains seniors #27 William Queen, #7 
Michael Spear, #93 Will Possert and #62 Anthony Tiberia, 
made their way to the 50 as the clock counted down to 
kick-off like the timer on a bomb about to blow. These 
are the kind of games you’d like to start on defense, but 
that wasn’t to be the case tonight. The Warriors would be 
kicking the ball away from left to right as the last colors 
of the day reflected off the clouds in the distance – a fire 
red and orange glow that seemed to signal the time for 
action was here, and the time for anticipation was over. 

#18 Ben Johnson kicked the ball short left near the 18-yard line where #24 junior Jacob Pajer caught 
it on the fly and brought it out just beyond the 30. He took a mighty big hit from #20 David Frias,      
letting us know these Warriors have been anticipating this one too.

#18 senior Connor Egan brought the HAWGS to 
the line with seniors #29 Demarcus Mitchell, #9 Jason 
Jones and #13 Michael Benefield in the backfield, and 
#93 senior Will Possert split out wide to the right.  The 
left sweep hand-off went to Jason Jones (your co-2-
way player of the week) who cut it upfield behind 
#72 senior Ryan Carney. #53 senior Steven Hudson 
drove #4 Andre Witt to the outside while #70 junior 
Joseph Miller, #85 senior Chris Miller and Benefield 
sealed the inside to create a beautiful seam. Jones was 
off to the races with one man to beat down the sideline. Possert ran stride for stride down the field shielding 
the cornerback, but the safety, #7 West Weeks, took a perfect angle and tripped up Jones at the Warrior 



35. Missed it by that much! Still, it was a brilliant Golden lightning strike to start off the game. Egan 
faked the dive to Mitchell, where big #44 Dareon Goodrum bit hard, and then kept it around the right 
side behind #56 senior Trent Gavron, #55 senior Connor Brown, Carney, Benefield and Chris Miller for 
7. The HAWGS were surging early. A few short gains on back-to-back-to-back plays set up 3rd and 4 
from the 18, but an offside penalty pushed us back another 5. We failed to convert on a 3rd down draw 
to Mitchell and brought out #39 senior Nolan Aldrich for the field goal attempt. The snap by #25 senior 
Ted Wach and set by Egan were good, but the kick drifted just wide to the left. Missed it by that much 
again. The Warriors had dodged an opening drive score and readied to take their first shot on offensive.

The Lions Den defense took the field ready 
to shake off some 2-week dust. I told you last 
week the Warriors had been favoring the run 
so far this year, and just as we expected, their 
top wide receiver #3 Ben Noland was out. 
They’d had the bye week to work on a run 
heavy game plan and that showed on the first 
few plays. The Warriors took over at the 20, 
and with 4 consecutive runs by #34 Jimmy 
Boswell, quickly had it out to their 47-yard 
line. Their line was getting a strong push up front and created some 
good running lanes. They gave Boswell a breather and lined up 
#21 Darius Norman in the backfield. Witt came in motion and #14 
Max Johnson threw a quick screen to the right flat to Norman, 
which in essence was really a run play. As soon as Johnson turned 
to throw it, #12 junior Nick Joiner read it, shot into the backfield 
from his safety spot, and dropped the runner for a 5-yard loss and 
an upcoming 3rd and long. Lion Nation was getting loud and Coach 
Nolan called an early timeout to talk it over. Johnson brought the 
Warriors back to the line, took the shotgun snap and threw a quick dart in the direction of Witt along 
the far sideline. Witt was initially open, but the ball sailed high and out of reach. 4th down and a much 
needed early stop. Pajer took the punt at the 15 and brought it out to the 24 for our next possession.

Pajer stayed in on offense and received the 2nd down pitch from Egan. He headed towards the 
left hash where somehow he managed to knife through 2 defenders and hurdle 2 blockers all in one 
silky smooth motion for a pick up of 6. Mitchell took the 3rd down dive, picked up the needed 1, 

plus 4 more for good measure. We had it 
to the 38 and were settling in with a good 
balance of run, run and more run...until now. 
On 1st and 10, the Lions cut loose 4 vertical 
routes looking for another Golden lightning 
strike. Egan took a 7-step drop behind great 
protection, including a key block by Joseph 
Miller (your offensive player of the week) on 
#8 Sam Shurtleff. Egan cut loose a beautiful, 

https://youtu.be/sBlhrTpi69E


arching pass in the direction of Chris Miller (this week’s Z 
interviewee) inside the 20. #6 Liam Lewis had good coverage 
and appeared to be in perfect position for a possible pick, 
but Miller basically snatched it right out of his hands for the 
48-yard completion. A Miller block to help set up a Miller 
catch...that’s what I call helping a brutha out!

…But as the Lord giveth, the Lord also can taketh away. 
On the very next play, big #68 Jayden Casey made the first 
big play of the game for the Warriors. As Egan ran it around 
the right side with what appeared to be an opening for 6 
points, Casey hit Egan’s arm from the blind side and forced 

a fumble that Weeks quickly fell on. I can assure you no one wearing gold anticipated this one would start 
with two empty red zone possessions by the Lions, but that’s exactly where we were.

Oconee took over at their own 7, but our defense responded to the early challenge. #23 senior 
Zach Ranson (your defensive player of the week) and Chris Miller converged on Norman on 1st down,                    
#15 senior Patrick Molnar and Ranson did the same 
on 2nd down, and then Jones met Ware on the right 
sweep before he could get the edge on 3rd down. I lost 
count of how tackles Ranson had on the night, but I’m 
pretty sure it was near a baker’s dozen. A quick 3-and-
out was just what the doctor ordered. I’m guessing 
the Warriors didn’t get a look at the Dunwoody game 
tape, because if they had, they would’ve accounted 
for Jones coming off the edge. Jones got a finger on 
the ball before running into the kicker and the ball 
came harmlessly to a rest at the Warrior 30-yard line. 

No two ways about it, we had to capitalize on this field position. If we didn’t, we’d start questioning 
ourselves and Oconee could grab the momentum. It only took one play to exorcize those potential 
demons as Jacob Pajer took the jet sweep around the left, just as Jones had done on the very first play of 
the game. This time Jones and Carney led the way for Pajer as he hit the edge and his legs did the rest. 
Touchdown Lions! Aldrich provided the PAT and the Golden Lions had a 7-0 lead. An ensuing kick and 
a few Warrior runs brought us to the end on the 1st quarter. 1 down, 3 to go.

The mid-quarter break allowed the Warriors a chance to consider their options. The run had been 
working, but they’d yet to cross the 50 and weren’t getting any explosive plays. On 2nd and 5 they 
called a quick pass play to #27 Jackson Manders down the near sideline, but Pajer met the receiver 

I turn everything around, but I cannot move.
When you see me, I look just like you.

What am I??



at the same time the ball did to break up the pass. They dialed up another pass play on 3rd down and 
immediately regretted it. Johnson’s pass to Lewis was catchable, but a little high. It deflected off of Lewis’ 

hands and was there for the taking. Jason Jones had been 
covering a deep route, but turned just in time to see the 
ball hanging in the air. He snagged it at the 50 and raced 
untouched up the sideline for the “pick-six”. For a clear 
night, there sure were a lot of Golden lightning strikes! 
Another successful PAT by Aldrich and we had extended 
the lead to 14-0 early in the 2nd quarter.

The Warriors took over on the 20 after an Aldrich 
touchback needing something positive to happen. #10 
Miles Pettway checked in as the I-back and got the early 
touches on the drive. We were doing a good job up the 

middle with juniors #54 John McKimmey and #75 Lawson Shultz on the line, and seniors #26 Samuel Schwaner 
(your special teams player of the week), #50 Sam Granelli and Molnar at the 2nd level, but their backs kept 
finding a way to bounce it to the edge for positive yards. Our safeties were having a busy night running 
sideline to sideline, but for the most part we maintained 
a bend, don’t break attitude. They finally completed their 
first pass beyond the line of scrimmage to Witt for 12-yards 
on an out route that Johnson fit into an extremely tight 
window just beyond the fingertips of the diving defender.                       
Pettway took the 1st down hand-off from their 47 and 
crossed into Golden Lion territory for the first time of 
the night on a strong, determined run. They kept feeding 
Pettway, but we kept tracking him down. 

We finally forced a 4th and 1 at the 31, but there was 
no way they weren’t going for it here. Johnson lined up 
under center then kept it over the left guard for 2-yards and a fresh set of downs. 3 straight runs to Boswell 
brought up another chance for a 3rd down stop. Norman took the hand-off up the middle and squeezed out 
just enough to move the chains and advance the ball into the red zone. The defense was working hard and 
had to be a little winded, but you couldn’t tell. On 1st down Miller and Joiner crashed the edge stopping 
Norman for no gain and on 2nd down Johnson was flipped end over end at the far sideline for only 2.        
3rd down and Lion Nation was getting loud. Johnson dropped back and hit Norman on a quick swing pass 

to the left. 3 Lions converged for a simultaneous hit, 
but somehow those hits cancelled each other out 
and #21 stayed on his feet, eluded one more diving 
defender, and crossed the goal near the left pylon 
for the score. As the runner crossed the goal the ref 
took a huge unsuspecting shot that knocked him 
to the ground...a whole lotta bad happened on that 
play. The ref finally got to his feet and looked to be 
ok. The Warriors may have gotten the TD, but we 
got the last word on that drive as Pajer came off the 
right side to block the PAT. 



We got off to a good start on the next drive with the key play being a 32-yard Benefield sweep 
around the left taking us down to their 42. A few more runs, an offensive holding penalty and an 
incomplete pass and the drive stalled. Possert put the the punt inside the 15 where Johnson took one 
final knee before the half. Golden Lions 14, Warriors 6.

Sometimes going into the half with a lead is enough to build momentum for the 2nd half,                    
but that’s not how this lead felt. Nope, this lead felt like it coulda/shoulda/woulda been at least 21 
points with more of the same to come. The Warriors would get the ball first and could actually tie this 
one up with a TD and a 2-point conversion. They were playing hard and had given us everything they 
had up to now. They were still in this one and everyone knew it.

The 2nd half kick was taken by Witt inside the 5 and brought out across the 25 near the 27. They 
went back to the run, feeding Boswell on back-to-back plays for a new set of downs. Johnson dropped 

back on 1st down looking to throw, but McKimmey and Chris 
Miller got a strong push up the middle with Molnar coming 
off the edge. Johnson rolled right and found #27 Manders on 
a hitch route up the sideline for 7 before Jones could get there. 
Boswell got the 2nd down hand-off and was immediately met 
by Schwaner, Ranson and Chris Miller for a short gain. They 
gave him 2, but there’s no way he got more than 1...not the 
first questionable spot of the night. 3rd and less than 1-yard and 
#37 jumped before the snap. Sorry about that, but we’ll take 
it. Johnson gave it to Norman going left looking for a seam up 

field, but Miller and Joiner cut him off before he could get back to the line of scrimmage. Another strong 
stop by the Lions Den and an upcoming punt.

Pajer took the punt at the 25 with a head of steam and brought it out to the 38. Up to this point,                 
we hadn’t gotten Mitchell as involved as we like to. We changed that on 1st down. Mitchell took the 
hand-off up the middle behind a classic HAWGS surge. #32 senior Patrick Kremer closed off one DE 
and Gavron the other, Carney moved his man left, Brown drove his man right, Pajer took out the outside 
linebacker, Hudson and Joseph Miller double teamed the inside linebacker and the safety Weeks was left 
all alone with a Moose barreling downhill in his 
direction. To Weeks’ credit, he made the tackle, 
but he may have a shiny new bruise to show for 
that one. The drive continued in textbook Golden 
Lion fashion – Benefield right, Mitchell up the 
middle, Egan left…7 consecutive run plays all 
the way down to the 1. The drive was finally 
capped off with a Benefield run over the left 
side for the touchdown. Snap, set, kick…good!                       
21-6 with the Golden Lions on top.

If you do something then I’ll do it too.
Sometimes I’ll do it just to make fun of you.

What am I??



The Aldrich kick bounced out of bounds at the 5 giving the Warriors good field position to start 
the next drive. They’d been moving the ball effectively, but they just couldn’t pop the big plays they 
needed to take advantage. From the 35, it only took 3 quick plays to get them across the 50. A few more 
hard runs by Pettway and Norman took them down to the 25. Johnson dropped back, scrambled right, 
and found room up the sideline for 15-yards to set up a 1st and goal from the 10. That all happened 
waaay too fast! Two more runs were met with some solid tackling up front by Ranson, Mitchell and 
McKimmey as the quarter came to a close with an upcoming 3rd and goal for the Warriors from the 6.

On the first play of the 4th quarter the Warriors went to the air. The Lions came with a blitz that forced 
Johnson from the pocket, rolling to his right. He turned, cut it loose off his back foot, and to his credit, 
threw a perfect pass to Manders at the front pylon. I was standing about 10 yards away and couldn’t 
tell if he got his feet down or not, but it was too close to call it the other way – touchdown Warriors.                              
They decided to go for the 2-point conversion now instead of hoping for a chance later. Johnson took 
the shotgun snap and kept it around the left side for the score. Golden Lions 21, Warriors 14.

I overheard one of the boys after the game saying he had a gut feeling this one was going to be 
tough. He said he gets these feelings when he walks the field before each game. The vibes he got before 
the Marist and Westminster games were good...this one not so much. That’s a pretty handy talent.

So, here we were, the beginning of region play with an important test on our hands. We had one 
more quarter to win before we could take this one back home to the bells. Both teams had fought hard,      
shown a strong ground game, and had 1 turnover – but we had the slight edge thanks to Jones’ pick-6. 
These are the kind of games that show what you’re made of and eventually pave the road to the playoffs. 

We didn’t waste any time going back to the well. #13 took the jet sweep left for 13 on 1st down 
and 2 plays later it was Pajer’s turn. He took the jet sweep right, got the edge and raced 21-yards 
down the sideline. Explosive plays are categorized 
as any offensive play of 20 yards or more. Up to this 
point, we had had 5 of these plays on the night….                     
2 plays later we added #6. On 2nd and 9 from the 22, 
Egan dropped back behind another clean pocket, set 
his feet, loaded up, and launched a rocket towards 
Benefield at the front left corner of the end zone. 
Benefield dropped to the ground and cradled the 
catch for the touchdown. The Warriors did NOT see 
that coming! Aldrich’s kick was good and we had 
pushed this one to a 14-point lead. A little breathing 
room and the perfect answer to their previous score.

I only exist when you are here. 
Where you never were, I can never be. 

What am I??



But these Warriors were resilient and far from done. They took over at their 25 and started an impressive 
drive. Pettway, Boswell and Norman continued to run hard, averaging 4-5 yards per carry. The defense 
had been on the field a lot tonight, but continued to stay with the bend, don’t break approach, whittling 

precious minutes off the clock. They chipped away 
at the drive all the way down to our 28 with under 
5-minutes remaining. A quick score, a hold or on-
side kick, and they’d still have a chance. That’s how 
you have to think when you’re in the heat of battle 
with limited options. Coach Nolan decided to take 
his shot now and dialed up a pass play looking for a 
quick 6. Johnson rolled left towards the sideline with 
Chris Miller in hot pursuit and let it fly. This was one 
of those plays your mind sees in slow motion. Witt 
streaked down the sideline and looked to have a brief 

opening, but Jacob Pajer (your other 2-way player of the week) jumped in front of him near the goal line at 
the last second to secure the interception at the 1-yard line. Now THAT’S what I call an exclamation point! 

We still had some work to do from 
beneath the shadow of our own goal post 
and it was most definitely getting chippy out 
there. A few hard runs behind the HAWGS 
and we found the room we needed to start 
milking the clock down. The key play of 
that final drive was our 7th explosive play 
of the night, a 21-yard Benefield beauty 
where he cut it all the way back across field. 
Despite a great effort by the Warriors, this 
one was finally over. From the 49-yard line, we lined up in my favorite formation – the victory formation.

FINAL SCORE: Golden Lions 28 – Warriors 14



Let’s look at the tale of the tape and the story of the stats. Overall, some really good stuff, but I can hear 
the coaches now talking about the things we need to work on. 
Here’s the good – 

– We nearly doubled them on yards/carry with 7.67 versus 4.
– I told you about expolosive plays and we basically blew them away in that category!
– We actually won in the passing game this week with more yards and 2-0 interceptions.
– We only had to punt once the entire game.

Here’s the not-so-good –
– We allowed too many first downs. These usually equate to long drives and points.
– We lost in time of possession. Sometimes that means you score fast and other times it means you
   allowed long drives. In this case it’s a bit of both.
– We lost in penalties, thankfully none were of the back breaking variety.
– We allowed them to convert both of their 4th down tries and score on both of their red zone chances.

  SPX  OCONEE
 First Downs  18 17
 Rushes-Yards (Net)  39-299 46-185
 Rushing Yards Per Carry 7.67 4
 Passing-Yards (Net)  70 56
 Total Offensive Plays-Yards  42-369 56-241
 Explosive Plays-Yards 7-204 0-0
 Interception Returns-Yards  2-47 0-0
 Punts (Number-Avg)  1-27.0 3-30.7
 Fumbles-Lost  1-1 0-0
 Penalties-Yards  6-36 2-15
 Possession Time  20:05 27:55
 Third-Down Conversions  3 of 5 6 of 12
 Fourth-Down Conversions  0 of 0 2 of 2
 Red-Zone Scores-Chances  1-3 2-2

        



Between the Lions
Our Golden Lions are gaining momentum and turning some heads. 

With the extra attention we’re also creating some media buzz. 
I’ll collect what I find each week and share it here – Between the Lions!

Let’s see what the local and statewide publications are saying about the Golden Lions. 

Here’s what Georgia High School Football Daily had to say: 

3. (3) St. Pius (6-1)
Last week: Beat Oconee County 28-14. Connor Egan threw a 22-yard TD pass to Michael 
Benefield (one of only two St. Pius completions) with 8:16 left to open a 14-point lead. St. Pius 
had 299 yards rushing and only one negative-yardage play out of 42. Jacob Pajer intercepted       
a pass and blocked a kick. Jason Jones returned an interception 47 yards for a touchdown. 
Next: Friday vs. North Oconee (6-1)

Best of the Rest
St. Pius DB Zach Ranson had 12 solo tackles, one for a loss, and broke up two passes in a   
28-14 victory over Oconee County.

Here’s what the Dunwoody Crier had to say:

“St. Pius doubles up Oconee County”
[Click here for link]

Here’s the current 4A Top-10 rankings following this past week’s action.

A great pretender, I am not what I seem.
My identity is nothing more than a scheme.

What am I??

http://www.thecrier.net/sports/article_4763e392-cb60-11e8-a351-2ba9bd1be7e9.html


1 down, 3 to go. At this point in the season you don’t pay much attention to whether a win is pretty or 
ugly (unless you’re a coach, that is). This isn’t college where your ranking determines whether you even have 
a chance at playing for a championship. In high school, the “W” is king. If we win our next 3, then we’re 
assured of at least 1 home playoff game and possibly a few more (if the coin flip gods are ever in our favor). 
As Al Davis always said out in Oakland, “JUST WIN BABY!” This week’s task, the North Oconee Titans.

Last week I told you that the North Oconee Titans were off to similar start as us with a 5-1 mark 
heading into region play. They took that one step further by throttling Madison 24-0 at home last week 
behind 331 rushing yards and 393 total yards. They’re more balanced than the stats from this game shows, 
as they’re more than capable of putting it in the air too. They remind me of what we just encountered with 
the Warriors, except their quaterback is quick and looks to be a more accurate passer. 

The Titans are coached by Tyler Aurandt and currently hold a 4A ranking of 25. Coach Aurandt is in his 
2nd year at the Titan’s helm, but don’t let that sway you to the “oh, they haven’t even had time to gel yet” line 
of thinking. Aurandt has some winning pedigree in his past, most recently coaching the Parkview Panthers to 
an 8-4 record and a 2nd round berth in the 2016 7A playoffs. He’s won national titles as a player and coach 
at Valdosta State, plus he’s been an assistant at Grayson. All are respected, proven and winning programs.   
He’s got his kids believing they can win, and so far, they have. 

Aside from the rankings, our stats look eerily similar. Winning breeds confidence, regardless of 
the circumstances. Another thing that brings out the best in a team is revenge. We know that as well as 
anyone. In this particular case, the Titans are still trying to get the taste of out their mouths from the    
56-21 drubbing we put on them for last year’s senior night. But if you look a little deeper into those 
stats, it wasn’t all wine and roses. They nearly equaled us in first downs, put up 367 total offensive 
yards, kept time of possesion somewhat close and won on penalties. 

Here’s the good news for us. Last year we were missing Michael Benefield AND Jason Jones 
from the backfield and STILL put a few numbers in the record books (both the 599 rushing and 622 
total yatds are St. Pius records). Samuel Schwaner had the GAME OF HIS LIFE with 250 all-purpose 
yards and 3 touchdowns! Connor Egan provided 174 of those rushing yards with 2 touchdowns AND 
Ted Wach contributed with 84 rushing yards and 2 touchdowns. All of them had 10+ yards/carry 
on the night. It may be difficult for our boys to put those visions behind them going into this one,                                                 
but that’s exactly what they need to do. This has the makings of one of those “I didn’t see THAT DANG 
truck coming!” games. One game at a time, one play at a time.



On offense, the Titans will trot out #3 senior Kaleb Sherrer (6’0, 160) at quarterback. He lines up in 
shotgun a lot and isn’t afraid to call his own number on run plays. He’s dangerous outside the pocket too. 
He’s got a quick release and an accurate arm. His father is a college football coach (Georgia last year and 
Tennessee this year), so he’s been soaking in football since he was in his diapers.

At running back they’ve got 2 primary backs and both are big boys. #40 senior Adam Weynard (6’2, 
210) is a powerful runner who has a way of shedding tacklers. They just seem to bounce off of him.               
I can’t help but think this is what Mike “The A-Train”Alstott might’ve been like in high school. He has 
6 touchdowns and a 7.6 yards/carry average. He is their option “A” on offense. #21 senior Ryan Coates 
(6’3, 240) is the other bruising back. He’s bigger than Weynard, but not quite as talented. He averages 
about 5 yards per run and is a pretty good bet to get the ball near the goal line.

As I mentioned earlier, they will throw it too, and who better to throw it to than your twin brother. 
#18 senior Kyle Sherrer (6’0, 175) is lean and fast and has 3 receiving touchdowns on the year. You have 
to imagine the Sherrer-to-Sherrer chemistry is pretty good. Their other wide-outs are no slouches either.     
#17 senior DJ Defabio (6’0, 185), #19 senior Hayden Bagley (5’9, 140), #15 Garrett Pazson (6’2, 210) and 
#14 junior Max Tumblin (5’9, 145) will all see targets. They have some offensive weapons, and as you’ve 
probably noticed, a lot of senior leadership.

The offensive line looks pretty stout with an average weight of 234 lbs. From the looks of how they line 
up they’ll likely be running right a lot behind the big guys and then looking for cut back lanes behind the 
smaller, quicker guys. We’ll have to maintain our gaps and keep containment on the edges.

Their defense has been an opportunistic bunch this year, getting multiple turnovers in multiple games.  
They run a 4-3/5-2 defensive front based on the offensive formation. I’m not sure how that equates to 
an option offense like ours, but I would expect some modiciations from last year’s plan. Their defensive 
tackles are #70 senior Houston Ripley (6’0, 220) and #66 junior Scotty Wirth (6’0, 240). They’re quick 
and really good at finding the ball, which isn’t always easy against a triple option. Their ends, 2-way player 
#45 Bennett Tocci and #5 senior Matthew Conley (6’3, 190), are quick and good at shedding blocks. We’ll 
see how they handle a pulling guard in their face or a back side block by our wingbacks and receivers.

The previously mentioned Weynard is also one of their key linebackers and arguably the best player 
on the team. We’ll see how many plays he goes both ways and how much gas he keeps in the tank. Their 
secondary is small, but fast. My guess is a team that throws a lot with big, strong receivers would win a 
lot of those battles. We have a few receivers like that, let’s see if the coaches are thinking the same thing.

Here’s the bottom line, and I hope the boys take this to heart. Regardless of the past, this team is 
winning this year and they want this one every bit as bad as we do. Throw in the reverge card and maybe 
they want it just a little more. The “homecoming” card is always one to watch out for too. Any time a team 
is scheduled for the other teams homecoming then they’re gonna feel disrespected. I can assure you this,    
the Titans will bring their best game. We wouldn’t want it any other way.

TE # 45 LT # 56 LG # 58 C # 53 RG # 76 RT #  67
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275 Lbs

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=neGgjpeTUrs


This week, Z spoke with senior TE/DE Chris Miller.

Z:  Congratulations on opening your region schedule with a win.  How do you feel about last week’s game?
CM:  I feel great.  That was a very important game that we just played.  We expected them to come out hard, 
but our physicality and our summer conditioning really helped us to come out on top.
Z:  How do you feel, physically?
CM:  Physically, I feel good…a lot better than last year.
Z:  What’s the difference between this year and last year for you?
CM:  It’s a little crazy because I was only going one way last year, and this year I’m going both ways.                 
I feel like its mostly mental because we’ve had such great wins, and we’ve been working so well together.         
I just feel great mentally and physically.
Z:  Y’all made a deep run in the playoffs last year after a rough start.  Do you think that success and experience 
has helped y’all any with your strong start this year?
CM:  Absolutely!  I think last year our senior class learned how to pull together.  We know what to expect.  
We respect every opponent, but we fear none.  I do believe we’ll be ready when the playoffs get here.
Z:  What do you know about this week’s opponent, North Oconee?
CM:  I know they’re 6-1, and they’re in the same boat as us.  They’re hungry, and they believe they can win 
the region undefeated.  We believe we can, too, and it’s going to be exciting with homecoming week.  They’re 
definitely a big team that we need to take care of.
Z:  Does it being homecoming have any impact on you, or is it just another game?
CM:  No, it’s just another game, because it’s the next game.  The vibe around school and practice is a little 
different because we’re out of uniform this week, but for me it’s just another game.  
Z:  You mentioned that you’re playing both ways this year.  Do you have a preference between the offensive 
side or the defensive side of the ball?
CM:  I prefer offense because I know what’s going to happen.  That is, we’re going to come off the ball hard, 
fast, and low, and we’re going to run the ball and get first downs.
Z:  How have you had to adjust your preparations to play on both sides of the ball?
CM:  On offense, I know the plays, and I know what to expect.  For defense, I have to learn the tendencies of 
the players I’m going to face like the running backs, the quarterback, and the offensive line.  I’ve got to learn 
the keys to look for to help me to make a stop.
Z:  When did you start playing defensive end?
CM:  I’ve been playing defensive end since 8th grade, and I also played it freshman year.  Sophomore and 
junior year I mostly played tight end, and this year I’ve been a two-way player.
Z:  A lot of your teammates are two-way players.  How do y’all stay physically healthy playing that many 
snaps in a game?

X PLUS Z



CM:  I think a lot of it is mental.  We all know it’s for the team, and if we get a little dinged up, we go see 
Bubbs (Coach Gary Schmitt) and get back up.
Z:  As your time at Pius is winding down, what are you going to miss most about your experiences with the football team?
CM:  The brotherhood!  It’s amazing, but nothing can break us.  We all joke around and give each other crap, 
but we love each other, and we’ve got each other’s backs on and off the field.  It’s such a great brotherhood 
to have, and it’s sad to think that it’s going to come to and end sooner or later this season.
Z:  What are your plans for next year?
CM:  Next year I’m trying to play football at The Air Force Academy, and learn to fly.
Z:  Where did you get a desire to fly?
CM:  I want to follow in my father’s footsteps.  I grew up in the Air Force, and I like the military life style and 
being around planes.  It has been my childhood dream.
Z:  In your time at Pius, have you had a favorite class or subject?
CM:  My favorite fun class has been clay works.  I’m in there with Jason Jones and Benji McKey, and it’s fun 
to play around with the pieces of clay and make cool things before practice because it’s 8th period.
Z:  So you’re pretty focused in there?
CM:  Definitely! [laughing]  My favorite academic class is probably forensics.  It’s tough because it’s a lot of 
work, but it’s very interesting and intriguing to learn how police catch the bad guys.
Z:  Where did you go to school before Pius?
CM:  I went to OLA, but just for 8th grade.  Connor Brown and William Queen were giving me a tour of the 
school, and said that they were playing a football game at Pius, and that’s how I started my football career here.
Z:  When did you start playing football?
CM:  I wanted to start when I was five or six, but my mom and dad wouldn’t let me because they were 
too scared of me getting hurt.  I started playing football in 5th grade in Singapore in a weekend league.                
We played the same team for eight weeks straight, but it was really fun because you knew everybody.  It was 
a fun way to play football.
Z:  Where all have you lived before Atlanta?
CM:  I was born in Las Vegas.  I’ve lived in Alabama a couple of times.  Florida, Arizona, Kuwait, and Singapore.
Z:  You have a younger brother (junior OL, Joe) on the team.  Do you have any other siblings?
CM:  I’ve got two younger siblings.  Matthew in 7th grade at OLA, and a little sister who just turned eight 
and is at OLA as well.
Z:  What’s it like to play with your brother?
CM:  There’s honestly nothing like it!  It’s always my favorite when we have a certain play called and we get 
to double-team somebody.  There was a play against Decatur where we double-teamed a guy ten yards down 
the field!  I remember getting up and looking him in the eyes, and there was nothing like it!
Z:  You get to play next to him on the offensive line.  Do you ever get to go against him when you’re playing defense?
CM:  Occasionally.  We usually have a pass rushing period in practice, and I always beat him.  I can’t 
remember a time when he’s blocked me. 
Z:  Would he remember it the same way?
CM:  I think he would, but he wouldn’t say it straight out.  [laughing]



Z:  What do you like to do when you’re not playing football?
CM:  Chilling out at home, and hanging out with friends.  I also do some work around the neighborhood.
Z:  What kind of work do you do?
CM:  I work for a bouncy house company with a couple of my teammates, Marc Weick and my little brother.  
In the summer I work with more football players; Connor Brown, Nolan Aldrich, William Queen; at Path 
Academy.  We do landscaping, construction, and demolition, to help better their school.
Z:  Did you play any other sports growing up?
CM:  I played baseball and basketball.  In Kuwait, I got to go all over playing baseball.  We got to go to 
Dubai and Qatar.  When we moved to Singapore, we got to play in Japan, the Philippines, and Indonesia.     
In 8th grade I began to play lacrosse, and I’m on the St. Pius lacrosse team as well.
Z:  Do you prefer football over lacrosse?
CM:  It’s tough.  At the beginning of each season, I’m hyped to play a different sport.  They’re both very 
physical, and I love both of them.  I don’t think I could pick one.
Z:  Do you have any pregame rituals on Fridays?
CM:  No, not really.  I just take a nap, listen to music, stretch before I get dressed, and then walk down with the boys.
Z:  What kind of music do you listen to?
CM:  I usually have a mixture of rock and hip hop.  I usually prefer rock because it’s what I grew up with.
Z:  Thank you very much for your time, and good luck Friday night!
CM:  Thank you!

Scout Team players of the week for the Oconee game are:
Marc Weick • Liam Klosky • R.J. Brewster • Josh Varuso

Answers to riddles: 1) Mirror 2) Copycat  3) Reflection  4) Impostor

I look in the mirror, what do I see?
A copycat image looking straight back at me,

A 6-1 reflection that soon will reveal,
A hopeful impostor and a Lion that’s real.

We celebrate Homecoming this week with our special guests the North Oconee Titans...

WE’LL SEE YOU THERE!



Individual Statistics (Final)
The Automated ScoreBook
ST.Pius vs Warriors ( at)

ST.Pius Warriors

Rushing No. Gain Loss Net TD Lg Avg
Michael 10 87 0 87 1 32 8.7
DeMarcus 15 82 0 82 0 15 5.5
Jacob Pajer 3 56 0 56 1 31 18.7
Jason Jones 2 38 0 38 0 34 19.0
Connor Egan 8 37 0 37 0 9 4.6
TEAM 1 0 1 -1 0 0 -1.0
Totals 39 300 1 299 2 34 7.7

Rushing No. Gain Loss Net TD Lg Avg
Jimmy Boswell 14 61 0 61 0 12 4.4
Miles Petway 10 55 1 54 0 13 5.4
Julian Benitez 6 30 0 30 0 10 5.0
Max Johnson 5 26 0 26 0 15 5.2
Darius Norman 9 17 4 13 0 5 1.4
Andre Witt 1 2 0 2 0 2 2.0
TEAM 1 0 1 -1 0 0 -1.0
Totals 46 191 6 185 0 15 4.0

Passing C-A-I Yds TD Long Sack
Connor Egan 2-3-0 70 1 48 0
Totals 2-3-0 70 1 48 0

Passing C-A-I Yds TD Long Sack
Max Johnson 6-10-2 56 2 13 0
Totals 6-10-2 56 2 13 0

Receiving No. Yards TD Long
Chris Miller 1 48 0 48
Michael 1 22 1 22
Totals 2 70 1 48

Receiving No. Yards TD Long
Jackson Manders 3 20 1 8
Andre Witt 1 13 0 13
Darius Norman 1 12 1 12
Max Brown 1 11 0 11
Totals 6 56 2 13

Punting No. Yds Avg Long In20 TB
Nolan Aldrch 1 27 27.0 27 1 0
Totals 1 27 27.0 27 1 0

Punting No. Yds Avg Long In20 TB
Jackson Manders 3 92 30.7 41 0 0
Totals 3 92 30.7 41 0 0

Punt Kickoff Intercept
Returns No Yds Lg No Yds Lg No Yds Lg
Jacob Pajer 2 23 15 1 14 14 1 0 0
Jason Jones 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 47 47
Totals 2 23 15 1 14 14 2 47 47

Punt Kickoff Intercept
Returns No Yds Lg No Yds Lg No Yds Lg
Andre Witt 0 0 0 1 22 22 0 0 0
Miles Petway 0 0 0 1 12 12 0 0 0
Totals 0 0 0 2 34 22 0 0 0

Field goals Qtr Time Dist Result
Nolan Aldrch 1st 08:16 41 yards Missed

Field goals Qtr Time Dist Result

Kickoffs No. Yards Avg TB OB
Nolan Aldrch 5 281 56.2 2 1

Kickoffs No. Yards Avg TB OB
Ben Johnson 3 106 35.3 0 0

All-purpose Run Rcv KR PR IR Total
Michael 87 22 0 0 0 109
Jacob Pajer 56 0 14 23 0 93
Jason Jones 38 0 0 0 47 85
DeMarcus 82 0 0 0 0 82

All-purpose Run Rcv KR PR IR Total
Miles Petway 54 0 12 0 0 66
Jimmy Boswell 61 0 0 0 0 61
Andre Witt 2 13 22 0 0 37
Julian Benitez 30 0 0 0 0 30

FUMBLES: ST.Pius-Connor Egan 1-1. Warriors-None.



Defensive Statistics (Final)
The Automated ScoreBook
ST.Pius vs Warriors ( at)

# ST.Pius Solo Ast Total Sacks-Yds TFL-Yds FF FR-Yds Int-Yds BrUp Blks QBH
23 Zachary Ranson 12 2 13.0 - 1.0-1 - - - - - -
15 Patrick Molnar 6 2 7.0 - - - - - - - -
9 Jason Jones 4 1 4.5 - - - - 1-47 - - -
50 Sam Granelli 3 1 3.5 - - - - - - - -
54 John Mckimmy 3 1 3.5 - - - - - - - -
85 Chris Miller 3 0 3.0 - 1.0-4 - - - - - -
24 Jacob Pajer 3 0 3.0 - - - - 1-0 - 1 -
77 William Kibler 2 1 2.5 - - - - - - - -
26 Samuel 2 1 2.5 - - - - - - - -
7 Michael Spear 1 1 1.5 - - - - - - - -
74 Benji McKey 1 0 1.0 - - - - - - - -
12 NIck Joiner 1 0 1.0 - - - - - - - -
17 Jason Warner 1 0 1.0 - - - - - - - -
29 DeMarcus 1 0 1.0 - - - - - - - -

Totals 43 10 48.0 0.0-0 2.0-5 0 0-0 2-47 0 1 0

# Warriors Solo Ast Total Sacks-Yds TFL-Yds FF FR-Yds Int-Yds BrUp Blks QBH
30 Coby Pickett 5 2 6.0 - - - - - - - -
68 Jayden Casey 5 0 5.0 - - - - - - - -
32 Anthony Bethea 3 4 5.0 - - - - - - - -
7 West Weeks 4 1 4.5 - - - - - - - -
6 Liam Lewis 3 0 3.0 - - - - - - - -
10 Miles Petway 2 2 3.0 - - - - - - - -
40 Zach Snell 2 1 2.5 - - - - - - - -
44 Dareon Goodrum 2 0 2.0 - - - - - - - -
4 Andre Witt 1 0 1.0 - - - - - 1 - -
31 Camden Lewis 1 0 1.0 - - - - - - - -
28 Da'shawn Elder 1 0 1.0 - - - - - - - -
13 Tayler Dean 1 0 1.0 - - - - - - - -
53 Chase Boswell 1 0 1.0 - - - - - - - -
14 Max Johnson 1 0 1.0 - - - - - - - -
34 Jimmy Boswell 1 0 1.0 - - - - - - - -
T TEAM 0 0 0.0 - - - 1-0 - - - -

Totals 33 10 38.0 0.0-0 0.0-0 0 1-0 0-0 1 0 0


