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2018 – GAME SEVEN

ST. PIUS X GOLDEN LIONS
vs.

OCONEE COUNTY WARRIORS
Friday, October 5, 2018, 7:30 p.m.

At Oconee County High School

“Do you know what my favorite part of the game is?                 
The opportunity to play.”

― Mike Singletary



To our valued sponsors we say THANK YOU!
*Click the logos for a quick link to each website

Welcome back from our brief hiatus, Lion Nation. I think this was the perfect point in the season 
for a well-deserved week off. Throw in a 3-day weekend for our boys following the Loganville game 
and we’re going into region play rested, rejuvenated and ready for the most important part of the 
season. Some say, and rightly so I suppose, that 
this is where the season starts. We proved that 
in without-a-doubt fashion in 2017 after going 
0-5 in non-region play then running the table 
all the way up to the semis. Thankfully, we’ve 
righted the ship much earlier this year with a 5-1 
mark and some memorable highlights heading 
into region play. You could say we’re at the 
crossroads of looking forward and looking back.

“Yesterday is gone. Tomorrow has not yet come. 
We have only today. Let us begin.” 

― Mother Theresa

“The future starts today, not tomorrow.” 
― Pope John Paul II

http://familypracticecenterpc.com/atlanta-sports-medicine/
http://bambinellispizza.com/
http://www.bevshop.co/
http://benchwarmersgrill.com/
https://www.cssfirm.com/
http://www.geherenlaw.com/
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http://turnerprofessionals.com/
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Before we dive into X’s impression of what lies ahead, I’d like to take a minute to express my 
appreciation for all for the kind words on this years’ X-Factor. Last weeks’ edition definitely got some 
extra Lion love and was a joy to put together. I really felt that a “game for the ages” deserved...no required, 
an X-Factor to properly encapsulate it. Let’s call that one a Special Edition. I’ll dial things back a 
little going into region play, but don’t worry, I’ll ramp it back up for the playoffs.  

Going into the season I had a few X-Factor “X-Goals” I wanted to follow for the 2018 rendition.              
1) maintain the feel and integrity, 2) make it fun and creative, 3) enhance the layout, 4) give it an interactive 
dimension, 5) add some great live action shots, and last, but not least, 6) capture the essence of each 
game. The reason #6 is so important isn’t just for the now, it’s for the later too. If you were unable to 
come to a game or watch the online broadcast then I want you to have a good idea of how each game felt.                                                                                                
If you somehow missed the Marist game (WHAT?!...you missed THE game!), then I hope I helped 
paint an accurate picture of it. More importantly, years from now when you or your boys pick up your 
coffee table memory book (and trust me, you’re going to want at least 4 copies) and you go back and 
reread the X-Factors, I want the memories to be easily relived – glory days and all. These are in essence 
time capsules to help us all preserve the memories. 

I am a place with substance and story, 
Where many masquerade to their glory. 

What am I??

Now let’s take a quick snapshot and an honest assessment of games 1-6. Of those 6, we expected 3 
to be sure wins and we knew 3 of them could go either way (I don’t think I need to tell you which games 
fall into which category). It’s nice that they were spaced out the way they were, though if we had flipped 
games 1 and 2, I know we’d have given BT a much better game. Having said that, maaaybe we came into 
the season a little too confident. I’m not saying we didn’t give the Titans their due respect, I just think we 
weren’t as good as we believed we were right out of the gate. We certainly had a lot of good reasons to 
believe this was going to be a special team and a successful season, but it takes a few weeks to sharpen 
the skills and let the boys develop in their new roles. Still, I think if someone asked you if you’d take 5-1 
at this point in the season you would’ve gladly said “yep.” 

We’ll dig a little deeper into what lies ahead later in this episode, including a break down of our current 
opponent and a sneek-peek of the other region contenders. I know, I know...we still have to take care of 
business this Friday night first, but as fans we’re allowed to look down the road a little bit. 

So let’s hop in the DeLorean 
and cruise back to Sept. 21, 2018 
at 7:21 pm, a few minutes before 
kick-off and a few miles northeast 
of Atlanta, somewhere between 
Between, GA and Snellville, GA 
to a town called Loganville. The 
relatively unknown Loganville Red 

https://youtu.be/KPeHFDxKUP4


Devils were the task at hand on this date at this time. According to both historians and meteorologists, this 
day was to be the last full day of summer with the autumnal equinox scheduled for Sept. 22 at 9:54 pm.      
It certainly felt like we were standing at the Crossroads of summer and fall...past and future...or maybe 
even good and evil. If you really wanted to, I’m sure you could easily spin a Saints vs. Devils subplot for 
this one, but that’d just be hokey…or would it??

Tonight’s captains, seniors #32 Patrick 
Kremer, #72 Ryan Carney, #26 Samuel Schwaner 
and #24 junior Jacob Pajer strolled out to the 50 in 
their white away jerseys and blue pants. We also 
had assistant coaches (and secret weapons) Dan 
Kremer and Steve Carney on the sideline tonight 
ready with a few secret plays (go easy on the refs, 
Dan!). The coin toss determined that the Lions 
would be kicking the ball away from right to left 
on your radio dial and the Red Devils would start 
tonight on offense. The team crashed through one 
of our traditional blue “St. Pius X Golden Lions” 
banners and the kick-off team took the field.

#39 senior Nolan Aldrich launched the kick 
high and towards the left end of the goal line 
where #1 D’errius Hart took it at the 1-inch line, 
took 2 steps back, then brought it out. He cut it left 
where he was met by 4 Lions at the 17, including 
Schwaner who looked like he was taking down a 
steer in a rodeo. 

https://youtu.be/CqdL36VKbMQ


Apparently, my sports almanac was a little off the mark, as #9 freshman Cooper Kennedy came out to 
start at quarterback. They lined up with 4 wide outs and gave the 1st down hand-off to the running back 
#27 J.B. Seay up the middle for 4. They went with a quick pass to #14 Landon Spooner on 2nd down for 
8 before seniors #23 Zach Ranson and #15 Patrick Molinar brought him down. A quick 1st down and a 
good start for the Devils. They went with the jet sweep to Hart to the right on the next play for another pick 
up of 8. The defense looked a little on their heels in these first few plays, but on the next play we found 
our footing. Kennedy threw a quick WR screen to the right to Spooner, but Pajer read it and basically 
threw the 140 lb. Hart backwards and met the ball carrier at the same time #77 senior William Kibler 
came in from the back side. Seay took the 3rd and 1 hand-off up the middle where he took a big shot 
from #50 senior Sam Granelli, Molinar and Ranson. 
That was 3-yards the hard way! Hart took the left 
pitch and found nowhere to go except out of bounds 
with the help of #93 senior Will Possert for a loss of 
3. The Lions Den quickly settled in and was getting 
a rhythm. 2nd and long brought a dump pass to the 
back that was met by Schwaner and #12 junior Nick 
Joiner for no gain. The 3rd down shotgun snap was 
mishandled by Kennedy, hit the turf, and by the time 
he picked it up Kibler (your deffensive player of the 
week) and #7 senior Michael Spear were on him for a 
loss of 3. 4th and 13 and an early stop. The punt was 
shanked to the right and rolled to a stop at our 40.

The offense took the field and on the first play we got a bit of a break. #29 senior Demarcus Mitchell 
took the hand-off over left guard and somehow squeezed through the hole after initial contact. He plowed 
ahead for 10 yards, but when he hit the ground the ball popped out and was recovered by the Red Devils. 
We were extremely fortunate that both refs were right there on top of the play. They ruled the runner 
down by contact and we retained possession. #18 senior Connor Egan faked the exchange with Mitchell, 

optioned right and pitched it to #13 senior Michael Benefield at 
the last possible moment. Behind massive blocks from seniors 
#6 Gavin McElroy and #25 Ted Wach (and I do mean massive), 
Benefield found the seam and picked up a quick 14. Wach got 
his first touch on the left pitch, outran #2 Trevon Williams and 
then ran over #8 Blake Ogilvie for 11. Back to Benefield going 
the other way behind great blocks by seniors #85 Chris Miller, 
#53 Steven Hudson, Carney and Wach to take it down to the 9 
for a 1st and goal. By the time #13 finally hit the ground there 
were 9 red shirts around him. They flock to ball, I’ll give’em 
that, but that’s waaay too many defenders to bring down 1 man. 
Short gains by Egan and Benefield brought up a 3rd and goal 
from the 4. Everyone and their mother knew we were running it. 
Egan took the snap, took a few steps left and followed #55 senior 

Connor Brown (your offensive player of the week), #70 junior Joseph Miller, Hudson and Wach into the 
end zone. Aldrich’s kick was good and we had an early 7-0 lead.

https://youtu.be/zorz3SXqjv0


The ensuing kick-off bounced off the ref’s leg at the left front corner of the end zone and knocked 
over the front pylon, 1-foot short of crossing the goal line for a touchback. Based on our first 2 kick-offs,          
I’d say it really is a game of inches. 1st and 10 for the Red Devils from the 35.

A quick WR screen left to #18 Jackson Daniel on 1st down was swarmed over by 5 attacking Lions for 
only 2-yards. A hand-off right to Seay on 2nd was turned back inside by Granelli where Kibler and a pair 
of safeties were waiting. 3rd and 5 from the 40 brought up a passing situation, but instead they tried a weak 
side pitch to #6 Nick Fager. Molinar got there first then Granelli put him on the ground 1-yard short of the 
sticks. They kicked it away and pinned us back inside our 15, but I believe if they had that 4th and 1 to do 
over again, they’d go for it. It was early, but we had the momentum and that train was getting up to speed.  

Speaking of trains, on 1st down Benefield took the left pitch around the left corner with a head of 
steam. He rolled for 47-yards before he was knocked out of bounds by Williams. (Editors’ Note: We later 
learned that Michael had tweaked his ankle on the first drive, but he walked it off and went right back in.)                                                                                    
Now that we had softened the edge we went to work on the body with runs by Mitchell, Egan and Benefield 
to get us down into the red zone as the 1st quarter came to close with a 7-0 Golden Lions lead.

I’m sure the Red Devils felt like they 
were still in this one. Each team had had 
2 possessions and they were only down 1 
score. It was 3rd and 4 and if they could hold 
us to a field goal attempt then it’d be 10-0 at 
worst and still 7-0 at best....Not so fast my 
friend! On 3rd down Coach Standard knew 
they’d be expecting the run (I expected the 
run too), so he drew them in and dialed 
up a pass play. Egan made a quick fake to 
Mitchell and dropped back 5-yards behind 

a perfect pocket with a key back-side block from #76 senior Trent Gavron. 
Benefield released from the slot untouched and really unnoticed and was as 
wide open as any receiver can be. Egan hit him with a strike and it was 14-0 
following another successful PAT by Aldrich. 

Now I’m not saying the Red Devils would’ve scored on their previous 
drive had they gone for it on 4th and 1, or even gotten the 1st down for that 
matter, but that few minute stretch was critical. Their offense had yet to cross 
the 50 and they couldn’t slow ours down. The train was gaining speed and 
they were standing dead center of the tracks. Football is a lot like chess. 

There’s a time to play it safe and then there’s a time to attack. It’s a thinking man’s game.

I am rather large and usually majestic.
I am every hue of the rainbow. 

I can eat you, I may heat you, you only wish you could see me.
What am I??

https://youtu.be/95_DB6GgLQs


Loganville took the kick-off out to the 24 needing something positive. Seniors #27 William Queen 
and #3 Matthew Horner came in at safety this series to hold down the back line. Seay got 5-yards on first 
down and Fagen picked up 11 on 2nd before Horner drove him out of bounds. A WR screen looked to be 
set up well, but Hart made the classic receiver mistake – he started to run before he caught the ball and 
it fell incomplete. On 3rd and 9 we got a strong rush from the front 4 – #78 sophomore Cam Wooden,  

#74 senior Benji McKey, #75 junior Lawson Shultz and 
Kibler – forcing a quick throw to the check down receiver. 
Molinar was there to force an incompletion, an upcoming 
4th and long, and another punt. 

On our next drive, the 1st down dive to Mitchell went 
for 5, but more importantly it set up the next play. Egan 
faked the dive to Mitchell and optioned right with Pajer 
trailing. #21 senior David Kirkland chipped the OLB #21 
Sheldon Arnold then sealed the MLB leaving Arnold to 
make a decision…stay on Egan or slide out towards Pajer. 
Egan held it as long as he could and then delivered the 
pitch. Pajer flashed past the defender and made his way 
towards the sideline where McElroy had both safeties tied 

up. Pajer hit the edge and raced the remaining 50 yards for the score. Thunder up the middle, lightning 
on the edge, and a 21-0 Pius lead. The milk jugs were out and our side of the field was GETTING LOUD!

The Red Devils started from the 20 after Aldrich put it through the end zone. To this point, the 
Devils had mustered only 45 yards of total offense and 3 first downs. After a motion penalty on 1st 
down they got the 5 back on a right side run where Schwaner, Kibler and McKey were waiting. They 
tried the left side on 2nd down and had less luck with Spear, Kremer and Horner for a mere 3 yards. 
I’m really surprised they stayed so run heavy up to this point. They had some early success with short 
passes in the middle, but totally abandoned it. Kennedy dropped back on 3rd and long, but McKey bull 
rushed his man and was immediately in the QBs face. He scrambled left for 3, but was run out of bounds 
2 yards shy of the sticks by Spear. 4th and 2 from the 28 and 
another punt for the Red Devils.

On 2nd down from the 44, Schwaner got his first offense 
action with a left sweep for 9, but on the next play Coach Standard 
dialed up a beauty. Egan dropped back behind a clean pocket 
and Schwaner ran straight up the numbers wide open. Egan hit 
him in stride at the 20 and #26 could’ve walked in from there.                      
2 passes for 66 yards and 2 touchdowns...not too shabby.

The Red Devils brought the kick-off out to the 27 and 
immediately started going in the wrong direction. A bad snap 
pushed them back to the 15 and a short gain on 2nd brought up 
3rd and long. Kennedy found Williams on a curl route for 14, 
but Molinar, McElroy and Possert kept him short of the 1st down 
marker. Another punt and this one was slipping away.

https://youtu.be/WNtmITE5GpU


Joiner took over for Egan at quarterback and gave the 1st down hand-off to Mitchell behind outstanding 
blocking from Brown, Hudson, Carney and Gavron. The “Moose” got loose for 32! One play and we were 
already down to their 27. #4 senior James Bir picked up 3 on 1st down, Schwaner got 4 on 2nd down, 

then Joiner got 4 on 3rd. We were in the red zone with 
under 5 minutes left in the half, but on the next play 
the option pitch to Wach hit the turf. Arnold scooped 
the ball and had a convoy ready to escort him to the 
end zone, but Joiner reacted quickly and made the TD 
saving tackle at the Red Devil 29. The first turnover 
of the game and a chance for points before the half. 

The Red Devils took that momentum, turned it 
into back-to-back 13-yard gains, and were in Golden 
Lion territory for the first time of the game....but, not 
not so fast my friend! On 1st down they looked to 
throw deep, but Chris Miller (your 2-way player of 

the week) came off the blind side edge, hit the unsuspecting quarterback, and forced a fumble that McKey 
quickly fell on. The Lions Den defense had struck again.

Our offense said “thank you very much!” and took over at our 44. After a dive to Bir and 2 QB keepers 
by Joiner, Benefield took the right sweep for 20, down to the 20, as the clock counted down its last minute. 
One more quick hand-off to Bir for 2 and we brought out Aldrich for the 25 yard field goal. Snap, set, kick – 
GOODE! The Golden Lions went into the half with a dominating 31-0 lead.

I know I sound like a broken record, but win the end of the 1st 
half and the start of the 2nd and you’ve got the edge. In this case,                        
it only took about 10 seconds to close the back end of that deal. 
Michael Benefield (your special teams player of the week) took the 
2nd half kick-off on a bounce inside the 5 and blazed a 97-yard zig-zag 
trail (looking at the film, I’m giving him 99) to the opposite end zone 
behind some great special teams blocking for the score. Rarely do we 
get the chance to return a kick-off, but when we do…LOOK OUT!   
The PAT was good and it was 38-0 Golden Lions.

We rotated in fresh defenders with #84 senior Griffin Waugh 
(welcome back Griffin!), #69 junior Mark Weick, #73 junior Matthew 
Burdick, #59 sophomore Joel Chatfield, #65 sophomore Joey Sanfilippo 
and #40 sophomore Casey Ver Meulen up on the line. Sophomores      

I have many feathers to help me fly.
I have a body and head, but am not alive.

It is your strength that determines how far I go.
You can hold me in your hand, but I’m never thrown.

What am I??

https://youtu.be/S1i5coU-0_Q


#46 Walker Stevens, #49 Ben Dillon and #8 Mason Benefield       
also checked in in the secondary. The Red  Devils came out looking 
determined to move the ball on this drive and started it with a         
10-yard run. The next play they had a near disaster as Fager took it 
over the right side and fumbled it going to the ground. One of his 
teammates quickly fell on the ball to avoid the turnover. They went 
back to the short throws between the hashes picking up positive 
chunks of yardage along the way. On 1st and 10 from the 15 the 
Devils got a lucky break. Kennedy dropped back to pass and targeted 
Daniel on a crossing route. Daniel tipped the ball up in the air, but 
unfortunately right into the waiting arms of Hart in the end zone for 
a Red Devils touchdown. The kick was good and it was 38-7.

The ensuing kick-off induced a little deja vu as Pajer 
took the kick at the 7 and found a seam up the middle. 
He cut it back to the left with 2 men to beat. Arnold and 
Williams forced Pajer to break stride and finally brought 
him down at the 20 for a 73-yard return. Yet another 
Golden lightning strike. Joiner stayed in at quarterback 
with Weick, Sanfilippo, Chatfield and Ver Meulen 
rotating in on the offensive line. Mason Benefield joined 
Wach at wing back and sophomores #68 Charlie long and 
#89 Cooper Harlan checked in as well. Encroachment on 

the defense made it 1st and 5 from the 15, then runs 
by Bir, Joiner and Benefield set up a 2nd and goal 
from the 2. Wach then took the hand-off over the left 
side behind a wall of white jerseys finishing the drive 
for the score. Possert provided the extra point and the 
scoreboard read Lions 45 - Devils 7.

I’d like to tell you that’s where the score stayed, 
but alas, the Red Devils were actually starting 
to click. Their next drive took only 3 plays with a                                                                                            
38-yard touchdown pass to Hart capping it off.                                                                                   

Still, I think our next drive was an exceptional one, even though we didn’t score. We blocked well,                                                                                                                   
ran hard and ate up 5+ minutes of clock. We failed to convert a 4th and 1 at their 27 and finally gave them 
the ball back as the running clock ticked quickly down. We rotated in some more hungry young Lions to 
close it out and take this one back home to the bells. 

FINAL SCORE – Golden Lions 45, Red Devils 21

https://youtu.be/3gsQ78lxYbk


Let’s take a look inside some of the key stats. Now, I’m not saying all the stats were this pretty, 
but these 4 are OUTSTANDING! 9-yards shy of 400 is a monsterous day on the ground. It’s still a 
few football fields shy of the 599 we put up on North Oconee last year, but I’ll take that any game. 
As I eluded to earlier, we haven’t had a lot of opportunity to return kick-offs. That’s for 2 reasons, 1) 
teams know we have dangerous returners, and 2) our opponents aren’t scoring very often. The Red Devils 
touchdown in the 3rd quarter was the first touchdown we’d given up in over 11 quarters...that’s some 
impressive defense. And speaking of impressive, I didn’t realize we had zero penalties until I looked at the 
stats. Wow! That my friends is some disciplined football. On the downside, we gave up too many yards 
in the 2nd half and we allowed them to convert both of their red zone opportunities into touchdowns.                                            
There’s ALWAYS something to work on and improve in this game.
  SPX  LOG
 RUSHES/YARDS (NET)  50 / 391  23 / 106
 KICKOFF RETURNS/YARDS  3 / 171  5 / -8
 PENALTIES/YARDS  0 / 0 3 / 15
 3RD DOWN CONVERSIONS 5 of 6  3 of 8        



Between the Lions
Our Golden Lions are gaining momentum and turning some heads. 

With the extra attention we’re also creating some media buzz. 
I’ll collect what I find each week and share it here – Between the Lions!

Let’s see what the local and statewide publications are saying about the Golden Lions. 

Here’s what Georgia High School Football Daily had to say: 

3. (4) St. Pius (5-1)
Last week: Beat Loganville 45-21. St. Pius had 391 yards rushing, and both of its passes 
went for touchdowns as Connor Egan threw 47 yards to Samuel Schwaner and 19 to Michael 
Benefield. Next: Oct. 5 at Oconee County (4-2)

The Touchdown Club of Atlanta recognized our Golden Lions and Coach Standard this week for our 
vitory over Marist: 

In week 5, under the leadership of Coach Paul Standard, St. Pius notched a huge win with a 
17-0 shutout victory of archrival Marist. The road victory marked the first time that St. Pius 
had shutout Marist since the Nixon Administration.  A former St. Pius standout himself, Coach 
Standard has lead Pius to a 5-1 record and # 3 ranking in class 4A. 

So now it’s time to step away from this mid-season crossroad, make our way forward, put the former 
things behind us and not dwell on the past. Sounds like an adequate description for life. Let’s start with a 
quick role call of Georgia 4A, Region 8 and see who’s present. We currently sit atop the region at 5-1, but 
guess what, we’re not alone. Right there next to us is North Oconee, a team that has spent it’s fair share 
of time in the region basement. Similar to us, they’re putting up a lot of points, nearly at a 2-to-1 clip.                       
Last year we put up 56 points and 622 total yards on them, so they’ll no doubt be looking for some 
payback. We get them for Homecoming in 2 weeks, so more to come on them in next weeks’ Factor. 

As I mentioned in the week 1 Factor, Jefferson has departed our region for 3A class opponents,                  
so we have one less “Dragon” to slay this year. They were a formidable opponent that, oh-by-the-way, 
was beaten by Oconee County in week 1. 

“Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past. 
See, I am doing a new thing! 

Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? 
I am making a way in the wilderness 

and streams in the wasteland.” 
– Isaiah 43:18-19



Region game #3 takes us back to Madison where, despite controlling the clock and total yards last 
year, we somehow let them hang around a little longer than we should have. We won that one 25-13,         
but it was tighter than anyone wanted. Scott Braswell had a monster game rushing for 202 yards that night. 

Our regular season closer will be senior night against Stephens County. We rolled into their stadium/
teepee for our first region game last year and pulled out a hard fought 28-13 victory. That was the night the 
2017 Golden Lions got on track and never looked back.

Now on to this weeks’ game versus Oconee County. The Travis Nolan coached Warriors come in with 
a 4-2 record and a little revenge on their mind after a 41-13 thrashing last October. But as with every new 
season, that was then and this is now. They are currently ranked #120 in the state of Georgia, but they are 
definitely still dangerous. What jumps out first to me is the paltry 54 points they’ve allowed over their first 
6 games, including September shutouts against Morgan County and Winder-Barrow. My sharply honed 
math skills tell me that’s only 9 points per game…pretty impressive (the points, not my math). 

On offense the Warriors’ run a pretty balanced multiple-I formation attack. They’ll put the “arrow” 
in the air, but they look to be built more around the run this year. They’ve thrown it 144 times for 675 
yards, but have run it 233 times for 1023. Their quarterback is #14 junior lefty Max Johnson (6-4, 218), 
son of former FSU and Super Bowl-winning quarterback (Tampa, 2003) Brad Johnson. Johnson had a 
nice sophomore year, but looks to have dropped off a bit in 2018. His completion percentage is a mere 
40% with 3 TDs and 1 INT. Their putting it up an average of 24 times per game, so our LBs and DBs will 
have some opportunities. He’s got a big arm, so the long ball is always in play. Oh, he’s also run the ball 
30 times for 4 TDs.

At running back they’ve had a “changing of the guard” after graduating 3 backs in last year’s senior 
class. It’s still a RB by committee philosophy with at least 3 kids expected to tote the rock. #21 junior 
Darius Norman (5’11, 205) is expected to see double digit touches. He averages 4.4 yars per carry and has 
2 rushing TDs. He’s built like you’d expect a running back to be built – strong legs, good size, powerful 
and quick. #24 senior Julian Benitez (size unknown) will see some action too. He has 252 yards, a 5.5 
yard per carry average and 2 TDs. Rounding out their 3-headed monster is #34 junior Jimmy Boswell 
(6’0, 180) with 299 yards, a 5.5 yard per carry average and 2 TDs. They certainly sound consistent and 
interchangeable, which makes keying on any of them difficult.

Moving to the wide receiver position, the Warriors are also facing a next man up situation. They 
graduated their top 3 receivers from last year and are also looking at losing another to injury. #3 junior 
Ben Noland (6’1, 185) was having a pretty solid year so far with 12.3 yards per catch and 3 TDs, but will 
likely miss this one and possibly the remainder of the season. Noland is actually the only receiver to have 
double digit receptions and catch a TD for the Warriors this year. That’s a concern they’ll have to address 
by getting these other wide outs involved. #5 junior Jalen Gary (5’11, 170) is a quick, shifty burner at 
slot receiver and kick returner. Look for some check downs or WR screens coming his way. The coaches 
intend to get him the ball on short passes and let him do the rest with his legs. #4 senior Andre Witt (5’10, 
163) is a 2-way player at WR/CB who will be expected to step it up if Noland is out. This kid looks like he 
could break one on any play. They’ll need a few more young Warriors to answer the call and make some 
plays in the passing game too.



In the trenches they’ve got a few boys with good size, but limited senior leadership. Against our 
offense I think quicker is better than bigger, so it may work to their favor. Come the 4th quarter any 
2-way linemen will likely be a step or two slower, especially if it’s 80+ degrees. Their offense is pretty 
balanced, so the offensive line has to be smart and quick to adapt with the game flow. #59 senior Brandon 
Short (5’10, 225) is their right tackle (and blind side tackle for a lefty QB), and he looks to be a good one.    
Quick, aggressive, solid. T #77 Cole Johnson (6’2, 235) and G #59 Nicholas Saunders (6’3, 245) are two 
up-and-coming juniors with a mix of sophomores rounding out the O-line.

Their defensive scheme is similar to our 4-3-4 with quickness at all levels. We’ll see if they throw in 
some 3-4 up front too. Their senior defensive leaders are DEs #8 Sam Shurtleff (6’3, 210) and #40 Zach 
Snell (6’3, 190), LBs #10 Miles Pettway (5’10, 180), #32 Anthony Bethea (6’2, 190) and #30 Coby Pickett 
(5’11, 185) and the previously mentioned Andre Witt at CB. DT #44 junior Dareon Goodrum (6’2, 265) 
is a beast up front and one of their defensive leaders. There are certainly others who will make plays,           
but this group is a big part of why they’re only giving up 9 points per game. 

This week Z spoke with another Z, senior DB/RB Zach Ranson.

Z:  Congratulations on a strong start to the season.  How are you feeling physically after your off week?
ZR:  I feel pretty good.  I’ve still got a few bruises, but other than that everything is good.
Z:  How does this compare to other seasons for this point of the year?
ZR:  Looking back at the last two seasons, it was kind of rough.  I was going both ways, and it was really 
taking a toll on my body.  This season has been a lot better.
Z:  You’re not playing on the offensive side of the ball as much?
ZR:  Not as much…only when they need me.  It’s still been a decent amount, but it works out well.  I’m on 
special teams and defense, and whenever they need me on offense, I’ll go in.
Z:  The first half of this season has been very different, from a results standpoint, from the past two.                  
What do you think has attributed to that success?
ZR:  I would have to say the team chemistry has been great this year.  The coaches are doing a really good 
job of preparing us for the games, and our senior leadership has been really strong as well.  I would say those 
are the main reasons that this team has done well so far. 

I turn around once – what is out will not get in. 
I turn around again – what is in will not get out. 

What am I??

X PLUS Z



Z:  This is your third year as a starter.  You’ve been the younger guy, and now you’re the veteran.  How has 
that prepared you for your current roll?
ZR:  I would say it’s prepared me because I used to look to other people to teach me how to do things on the 
field, but now that I’m older and more mature, I view the game in a different way.  I can’t just be the player 
on the field, I have to be a kind of coach on the field as well to help my team the best way possible.  
Z:  This week’s game is your region opener.  There are only five teams in the region this year, so only one 
team will miss the playoffs.  Is there any added pressure on you to make sure that y’all are not that one team?
ZR:  I think last year we had more pressure because we started 0-5.  I feel like this year we’re more prepared 
and have more confidence in how we’re playing, so there’s not as much pressure.  Whether it’s a blowout or 
a close game, we believe in ourselves.
Z:  What do you know about Oconee County this week?
ZR:  I know their offense is more of a balanced attack.  They are split about fifty-fifty between the run and the 
pass.  They have two main players who are very lethal, and we have to stop them on defense.  Defensively, 
their corners are very aggressive.
Z:  You have also had quite a basketball career at St. Pius, making the last two state championship games.  
How does that help you on the football field?
ZR:  It has given me better insight into how to lead a team and help my team the best way possible.  With the 
two state championships that we’ve been to, it helped me to realize that you can’t take anything for granted.  
You can’t play like the last season…you have to make this season your own.
Z:  What is more enjoyable for you, a dunk in a basketball game, or an interception in a football game?
ZR:  That’s a good question.  I would say I feel more electric when I get an interception in a football game.  
Once you have the ball, you really hear the crowd, and it’s really exciting to do something that can change 
the game.
Z:  As your time at Pius is winding down, what will you miss most about the football program?
ZR:  I would say I will miss my connections with my brothers because the football team, in the locker 
room, is so different from what you see anywhere else.  We’re such a tight community…we’re such a tight 
brotherhood…and I’m going to miss that experience.
Z:  Have you had a favorite class or teacher in your time at Pius?
ZR:  Yes, I did.  My favorite teacher is Ms. Williams.  She taught me religion freshman year.  She’s always 
been a person I could go to before a game, and she really calms me down and helps me focus on what I 
have to do.
Z:  Where did you go to school before St. Pius?
ZR:  I went to St. John Neumann from third grade.  
Z:  You have already committed to play football at Wake Forest next year.  What was it that made you want 
to be a Demon Deacon?
ZR:  The thing that made me fully commit to being a Demon Deacon was when I went up there my second 
time.  I got to hang out with some of the players, and experience how they are.  It gave me a sense of that 
family nature that you don’t want to leave, and that’s the way Pius is too.  I also love how the school is this 
big name school, but it’s a really small community.  I really just loved all of that when I went up there.
Z:  Did you play any other sports growing up besides football and basketball?



ZR:  I played baseball and swam a little.
Z:  What do you do with your time when you’re not on the football field or basketball court, if there is any?
ZR:  I’m either working on my studies, or hanging out with my brother.
Z:  On Fridays do you have any pre-game rituals?
ZR:  Yes, I do.  For the pregame meal, I have to put my food in a certain place on the table before I start 
eating it.  I have to get all my food before I get my drink, and once I sit down I put earphones on, and I listen 
to music while I eat.
Z:  I have to say, that is the first time I’ve gotten that answer.  How does that help you get ready to destroy 
someone on the field?
ZR:  It just gets me focused, and it’s sort of an OCD thing, and once I’ve done that, I feel like I’m ready 
for the night.
Z:  Well, thank you very much for your time tonight.  Good luck for the rest of this football season, and for 
another great basketball season after that!
ZR:  Thank you!

Scout Team players of the week for the Loganville game are:

Cooper Harlan • Dennis O’Shea • Sinclair Eberlein • Jack Graham

Answers to riddles: 1) Stage  2) Dragon  3) Arrow  4) Key

The stage has been set to begin region play,
This year with one less Dragon to slay,

Bring on the Warriors with arrow in hand,
The key to this win will be the Lions by land.

Region play starts this Friday with a showdown against the Oconee County Warriors...

WE’LL SEE YOU THERE!



Individual Statistics (Final)
The Automated ScoreBook

ST.Pius vs DEVILS ( at)

ST.Pius DEVILS

Rushing No. Gain Loss Net TD Lg Avg
Michael 6 97 0 97 0 47 16.2
DeMarcus 6 61 0 61 1 32 10.2
Jacob Pajer 1 60 0 60 1 60 60.0
Mason Benefield 7 59 0 59 0 14 8.4
NIck Joiner 5 33 0 33 0 11 6.6
Connor Egan 6 22 0 22 1 5 3.7
James Bir 8 22 0 22 0 7 2.8
Dennis O'Shea 2 19 0 19 0 14 9.5
Samuel 2 12 0 12 0 9 6.0
Jack Graham 3 9 0 9 0 4 3.0
Jack Strom 1 1 0 1 0 1 1.0
Ted Wach 3 11 15 -4 0 11 -1.3
Totals 50 406 15 391 3 60 7.8

Rushing No. Gain Loss Net TD Lg Avg
Nick Fager 9 60 0 60 0 13 6.7
Sam Earl 3 25 0 25 0 13 8.3
JB Seay 6 19 0 19 0 5 3.2
D'errius Hart 1 8 0 8 0 8 8.0
Cooper Kennedy 3 7 1 6 0 4 2.0
TEAM 1 0 12 -12 0 0-12.0
Totals 23 119 13 106 0 13 4.6

Passing C-A-I Yds TD Long Sack
Connor Egan 2-2-0 66 2 47 0
Totals 2-2-0 66 2 47 0

Passing C-A-I Yds TD Long Sack
Cooper Kennedy 16-20-0 205 3 38 1
Totals 16-20-0 205 3 38 1

Receiving No. Yards TD Long
Samuel 1 47 1 47
Michael 1 19 1 19
Totals 2 66 2 47

Receiving No. Yards TD Long
D'errius Hart 4 90 2 38
Jackson Daniel 4 55 1 29
JB Seay 3 23 0 13
Landon Spooner 2 9 0 8
Trevon Williams 1 13 0 13
Devron Harris 1 10 0 10
Slater Stewart 1 5 0 5
Totals 16 205 3 38

Punting No. Yds Avg Long In20 TB
Totals 0 0 0.0 0 0 0

Punting No. Yds Avg Long In20 TB
Andre Murray 5 149 29.8 43 1 0
Totals 5 149 29.8 43 1 0

Punt Kickoff Intercept
Returns No Yds Lg No Yds Lg No Yds Lg
Jacob Pajer 1 3 3 1 74 74 0 0 0
Michael 0 0 0 1 97 97 0 0 0
Jack Graham 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0
Totals 1 3 3 3 171 97 0 0 0

Punt Kickoff Intercept
Returns No Yds Lg No Yds Lg No Yds Lg
Nick Fager 0 0 0 2 31 20 0 0 0
D'errius Hart 0 0 0 3 -39 20 0 0 0
Totals 0 0 0 5 -8 20 0 0 0

Field goals Qtr Time Dist Result
Nolan Aldrch 2nd 00:01 35 yards Good

Field goals Qtr Time Dist Result

Kickoffs No. Yards Avg TB OB
Nolan Aldrch 7 189 27.0 2 1
William Possert 1 38 38.0 0 0

Kickoffs No. Yards Avg TB OB
Tristen 4 169 42.2 0 0

All-purpose Run Rcv KR PR IR Total
Michael 97 19 97 0 0 213
Jacob Pajer 60 0 74 3 0 137
DeMarcus 61 0 0 0 0 61
Mason Benefield 59 0 0 0 0 59

All-purpose Run Rcv KR PR IR Total
Nick Fager 60 0 31 0 0 91
D'errius Hart 8 90 -39 0 0 59
Jackson Daniel 0 55 0 0 0 55
JB Seay 19 23 0 0 0 42

FUMBLES: ST.Pius-Ted Wach 1-1. DEVILS-Cooper Kennedy 1-1; TEAM 1-0.



Defensive Statistics (Final)
The Automated ScoreBook

ST.Pius vs DEVILS ( at)

# ST.Pius Solo Ast Total Sacks-Yds TFL-Yds FF FR-Yds Int-Yds BrUp Blks QBH
46 Walker Stevens 4 0 4.0 - - - - - - - -
23 Zachary Ranson 4 0 4.0 - - - - - - - -
50 Sam Granelli 2 3 3.5 - - - - - - - -
3 Matthew Horner 2 2 3.0 - - - - - - - -
15 Patrick Molnar 2 1 2.5 - - - - - - - -
40 Casey 2 0 2.0 - - - - - - - -
7 Michael Spear 2 0 2.0 - - - - - - - -
26 Samuel 2 0 2.0 - - - - - - - -
8 Mason Benefield 2 0 2.0 - - - - - - - -
77 William Kibler 1 2 2.0 - 1.0-3 - - - - - -
65 Joey Sanfilippo 1 1 1.5 - - - - - - - -
27 William Queen 1 1 1.5 - - - - - - - -
69 69 1 0 1.0 - - - - - - - -
79 Colby Wright 1 0 1.0 - - - - - - - -
32 Patrick Kremer 1 0 1.0 - - - - - - - -
74 Benji McKey 1 0 1.0 - - - - - - - -
41 Richard 1 0 1.0 - - - - - - - -
6 Gavin McElroy 1 0 1.0 - - - - - - - -
4 James Bir 1 0 1.0 - - - - - - - -
58 Tyler Goforth 0 1 0.5 - - - - - - - -
13 Michael 0 1 0.5 - - - - - - - -
45 Jack Parker 0 0 0.0 1.0-0 - 1 - - - - -
T TEAM 0 0 0.0 - - - 1-0 - - - -

Totals 32 12 38.0 1.0-0 1.0-3 1 1-0 0-0 0 0 0

# DEVILS Solo Ast Total Sacks-Yds TFL-Yds FF FR-Yds Int-Yds BrUp Blks QBH
21 Sheldon Arnold 8 0 8.0 - 1.0-1 - - - - - -
51 Michael Mathis 5 0 5.0 - 1.0-6 1 - - - - -
2 Trevon Williams 3 1 3.5 - - - - - - - -
92 Koi Perry 3 0 3.0 - - - - - - - -
15 Lajalan 3 0 3.0 - - - - - - - -
5 Even Vaughan 3 0 3.0 - - - - - - - -
22 Neto Okpala 3 0 3.0 - - - - - - - -
50 Chase Ransom 2 1 2.5 - - - - - - - -
7 Cameron 2 0 2.0 - - - - - - - -
80 Austin May 2 0 2.0 - - - - - - - -
26 Govinda 2 0 2.0 - - - - - - - -
13 Josiah Wright 1 1 1.5 - - - - - - - -
54 Micah Cordle 1 0 1.0 - - - - - - - -
28 Brandon 1 0 1.0 - - - - - - - -
12 Jonathan Reut 1 0 1.0 - - - - - - - -
20 Brandon Sookdeo 1 0 1.0 - - - - - - - -
98 Jaycob Tenney 1 0 1.0 - - - - - - - -
45 Kalan Ward 1 0 1.0 - - - - - - - -
3 Slater Stewart 1 0 1.0 - - - - - - - -
25 Anthony Webster 1 0 1.0 - - - - - - - -
14 Landon Spooner 1 0 1.0 - - - - - - - -
57 Dozie Okapala 1 0 1.0 - - - - - - - -
23 Michael Mason 1 0 1.0 - - - - - - - -
10 Tanner Greene 0 1 0.5 - - - - - - - -
T TEAM 0 0 0.0 - - - 1-0 - - - -

Totals 48 4 50.0 0.0-0 2.0-7 1 1-0 0-0 0 0 0


