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ST. PIUS X GOLDEN LIONS
vs.

LOGANVILLE RED DEVILS
Friday, September 21, 2018, 7:30 p.m.

At Loganville Stadium

“When a team outgrows individual performance and          
learns team confidence, excellence becomes a reality.”

– Joe Paterno



To our valued sponsors we say THANK YOU!
*Click the logos for a quick link to each website

(Editor’s note: Throughout this week’s X-Factor you’ll find a handful of musical references – a soundtrack 
if you will. Any time you see a  button, click and enjoy the backing track. Don’t take any of the song  
lyrics too seriously, it’s all in the name of fun!)

Weather seems to be a constant theme throughout this year’s X-Factors, so let’s start there.                              
¡Ay, caramba! was it hot Friday! I guess if you’re going to have a Fish Bowl, you might as well 

have it in a tropical climate. THIS is why you condition in the off-
season (thanks Coach Liccardo!). The one saving grace was that 
the sun dipped behind the trees as kick-off approached and a hint 
of a breeze began filtering through. When you think about what 

Miss Florence was doing to our neighbors on the coast at the same time, it’s 
easier to accept these conditions and just write it off as another hurdle for our boys 

to navigate. Pius prayers, of course, go out to our neighbors in Florence’s path.

This time of year does tend to bring on some 
powerful storms. Not just the ones stirred up by 
Mother Nature, but by the football gods too. You 
know, that higher power that determines when epic 
clashes are destined to take place. Ones that have 
more on the line than than just a win or a loss. The 
kind that reach beyond the individual, to the team, 
to the program, to the community, to the past – and 
yes, even to the future. Storms that start as a low, 
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faint rumble of thunder in the distance and grow so slowly that they can play tricks on the mind. You know 
it’s out there and you know it’s coming, but until it’s upon you, it’s all still a bit of an unknown…a dream 
state. You close your eyes and let you mind wander to what could be. Before you’re pulled back into the 
reality of the day, you allow yourself a few moments to Dream On.  

“I know nobody knows,
Where it comes and where it goes,

I know it’s everybody sin,
You got to lose to know how to win.”

Coming into this year’s contest with our neighborly rival, it was deemed by the Georgia football powers 
that be (our local football gods) that we would be an 11-point underdog in this game. I can understand a 
slight edge, after all, we were on their turf and ranked a few spots behind them…but 11-points?? Now, 
I’m not saying anyone should ever bet on high school sports, but if someone’s offering a wager with that 
spread, then take the Golden Lions and Take The Money And Run! 

There’s no denying that our DEFCON level goes up a few notches during Fish Bowl week. Even if 
the name _ _ _ _ _ _ is never mentioned, you can still feel the barometer level change. There’s a pure 
kind of beauty that comes from watching our kids experience this week. The Pius community is a buzz, 
the students are mega-hyped, and there’s plenty of “water cooler” talk among the adults. But much like 
a hurricane, the calmest place to be is in the eye of it all. The senior dinner on Thursday night is a good 
example of that. Village Burger in Dunwoody was packed with over 2-dozen hungry Lions, and there was 
more concern about how many burgers were left than there was about any War Eagle. It wasn’t the kind 
of “we got this, it’s in the bag” feeling that I spoke of last week. No, this was more of a “look me in the 
eye, we’ve got this” feeling. Cool, calm, confident – prepared. 

So, here we were…rolling back into the place that ended our 2017 campaign approximately 9½ months 
earlier. I remember that night pretty well. It was a 180 “degree” difference from tonight temperature-wise, 
and it was PACKED. Tonight’s attendance was excellent, but that one was insane! I clearly remember the 
first play, but somehow the last play eludes me. I remember seeing the faces of our boys after the clock hit 
0:00. It was a hard loss with a trip to the state finals at stake. It ended a fantastic and memorable season, 
but it was still the end. We thanked the seniors for their heart and their efforts, and the underclassmen 
(and families) filed it away for 9½ months later. I suppose you could say this rematch was conceived.          
Guess what, Marist?…The Boys Are Back In Town! 

“Guess who just got back today,
Them wild-eyed boys that had been away.”

One of the great side stories of this rivalry is the on-going battle between the schools’ student sections, 
and tonight was no exception. Marist went for the neon theme while Pius went with black and camoflauge. 
Fitting that they expected a party and we expected a war. And let’s not forget the many signs that each section 
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displays. For example, Marist declared “Here 
Comes The Storm”, “4th Times the Charm”, 
and “Pius Is Our Backup” on their side of the 
field. Pius countered with “God Loves Us For 
$6000 Less”, “Pass Interference” and my 
favorite “Your Field, Our Game.” – BAM!  
A little oneupsmanship all in good fun.

Tonight’s prayer was eloquently given by 
St. Pius’ own president, Mr. Chad “beware 
the bow tie” Barwick. Perfectly said, thank 
you sir! The pregame clock wound down it’s 
final few minutes as tonight’s captains, seniors #18 Connor Egan, #55 Connor Brown, #23 Zach Ranson 
and #9 Jason Jones, made their way to the middle of the field. Tonight’s coin toss determined the Lions 
would kick off from the west end of the field with the sun fading at their backs. The cheerleaders raised 
our banner, which I think caught a number of fans by surprise (it certainly did me). It clearly and plainly 
said “Fishing For Revenge”. WOW! Now THAT’s an opening statement. Love the gusto, girls!

The War Eagles wore their home blue jerseys with 
white pants and blue helmets. Our Golden Lions were 
all in white with gold helmets, somewhat resembling 
a massive white tidal wave with a golden, sunset crest.        
#39 senior Nolan Aldrich raised a hand, focused the 
troops, and sent the opening kick well into the end zone. 
No need to give #10 senior Kyle Hamilton any chance of 
an opening kick return tonight.

The Lions Den defense (I’m running with this, folks!) 
took the field. Our D is a great blend of tenure, youth, experience, leadership and passion. Our base 4-3-4 
package broke the huddle as the War Eagles came to the line. They sent 2 receivers wide to each side of 
#13 junior QB Connor Cigelske with #20 Jackson Bennan in the backfield. #16 senior John Flor came 
in motion and Cigelske handed the ball to 
Brennan, who was met immediately by #50 
senior Sam Granelli, #75 junior Lawson 
Shultz (your co-defensive player of the 
week) and #78 sophomore Cam Wooden 
for a gain of only 2. They went to a tight 
formation on 2nd down and gave it to #40 
sophomore Lincoln Parker off the right side, 
but Granelli met him head on. A 4-yard pick 
up and an upcoming 3rd and 4. Cigelske 
faked the left pitch and rolled out looking 
for either a run or pass option. #77 senior William Kibler and Granelli closed off the edge and forced him 
back inside where #26 senior Sam Schwaner and Wooden were waiting. A gain of 3 and an early 4th down 
and short decision. Marist lined up to punt with #10 Hamilton ready to kick. If your biggest playmaker 



is your punter too, then the playbook is pretty wide open. Our coaches sensed something might be up, so 
they called an early timeout to talk it over. They stayed in punt formation and snapped it to Hamilton.  
He took a few steps to his right, likely looking to see if he could sprint for the needed yard, then kicked 
the ball away. It was a low end over end kick that hit the turf and took a War Eagle bounce down to our 
22. A great defensive stop to set the tone for the game.

Egan led the offense on the field and the Lions lined up in a power formation with seniors #32 Patrick 
Kremer and #85 Chris Miller at tight end and #6 Gavin McElroy split wide to the left. After last week’s 
struggles with the pass, and knowing this game would be won in the trenches, we’d surely come out 
with a smash mouth game plan at the start…wrong! On 1st down, Egan took a straight 7-yard drop and 
McElroy ran a deep post route. The line held up, McElroy got behind his man and Egan cut it loose.                                           
It was a beautiful, arching pass that could have gone the distance, but it had a little too much muscle 
behind it and landed a few yards beyond McElroy. I like the gusto, coach! Egan pitched it to #13 senior 
Michael Benefield on 2nd down, but the OLB read it and closed on him in a hurry, keeping us to a 1-yard 
gain. Egan kept it around the left side on 3rd, but ran out of room at the sideline. 4th and 2, and a good 

answer by Marist. #93 senior William Possert took the snap and kicked 
it to Flor at the Marist 35. He made a good initial move and returned it to 
the 46 where he was met by seniors #25 Ted Wach, Brown and Ranson.

Cigelske dropped back for the shotgun snap with 3 receivers left,          
1 right and 1 back, then handed it off up the middle for a quick pick up of 
4. They came back with a 2 wing, 1 back package and optioned to the left. 
The QB kept it, cut it up field, and was forcefully met by Schwaner (your 
other co-defensive player of the week) and Granelli for a gain of only 1. 
On 3rd they tried a wide receiver screen to the right that #15 senior Patrick 
Molnar and #24 junior Jacob Pajer stuffed before the receiver could get to 
the sticks. Another 3-and-out for the D. Pajer dropped back for the punt, 
fielded it near the 10, and brought it out to the 20.

A 1st down sweep to Jones was stopped for no gain with a strong defensive push off their left. Egan 
dropped back to pass on 2nd down, was immediately pressured, and did a great job just getting back to 
the line of scrimmage. #29 senior Demarcus Mitchell got his first touch on 3rd and 10 and delivered with 
a big 12-yard gain to the left behind blocks from #54 senior Steven Hudson, #70 junior Joseph Miller and 
Benefield. An option to #13 on the short side of 
the field for no gain brought up 2nd and long. 
The War Eagles bit hard on the fake to Mitchell 
and Egan kept it around the right end, earning 
a new set of downs. Another dose of “Moose” 
on 1st down for 7 set up the first upper cut 
of the night. From a power run formation at 
our own 49, #85 Chris Miller (your co-2-way 
player of the week) released off the line on a 
flag route. He got behind the safeties and Egan 
hit him with a strike at the 23. He powered for 
another 11-yards before being brought down 



by #11 junior Matthew Houghton. A gain of 39 and we had 
the first red zone visit of the game. After a Mitchell run for 
no gain, Egan looked to throw it again. Benefield released 
on a left corner route that was initially open, but #18 looked 
to Ranson down the right first. By the time he came back 
to the left the window had closed and Egan had to throw it 
away. We went back to the pass on 3rd, but the coverage was 
good and Egan scrambled for a 1-yard gain. 4th down and a 
good stand by the War Eagles. We lined up for the 26-yard 
field goal…Wach snap, Egan set, Aldrich (your special teams 
player of the week) kick – good! Pius had the early lead, 3-0.

After another Aldrich kick flew through the end zone, Marist took over on the 20. They went to the 
air on 1st down with a quick pass to the left that was defended beautifully by Pajer...the ref, however, saw 
it differently. He threw the flag and Marist took the 15-yard gift. They went back to the air from the 35 
and again went at Pajer. Cigelske cut it loose targeting #83 sophomore Joshua Moore on a slant, but #24 
was there again, this time without the flag. Marist looked a little off and Coach Chadwick called a quick 
timeout. On 2nd and 10, they took their first deep shot to Hamilton, but he was blanketed by #23 on the 
inside and #24 on the outside and the ball fell incomplete. 3rd and long and Cigelske dropped back again, 
but the coverage was too good. He tucked it, found an opening and picked up the needed 10 plus 2 more. 
An option left pitch on 1st down to #28 junior Brett Zoeller had little chance as #12 junior Nick Joiner 
crashed the edge, got a piece of the runner’s leg and forced him back inside where Granelli and Molnar 
were waiting. A gain of 2, and the buzzer sounded to end the first quarter.

I am alive without breath and cold as death. 
I am never thirsty but always drinking. 

What am I??

On 2nd down and short Marist lined up with 2 backs and isolated Hamilton wide right on Jones. 
Hamilton ran a stop-and-go route down the sideline and Cigelske let it fly. #10 went up for the ball at 
the highest point, but #9 slapped it out of his hands on the way back down. After a 5-yard penalty it 

was 3rd and 8 and another chance to get the ball back 
to the offense. Cigelske took the shotgun snap with 5 
receivers spread across the field. Chris Miller gave a 
good rush off the left edge and flushed the QB from 
the pocket. The secondary had the deep routes covered, 
but #16 slipped out on a short crossing route. #7 senior 
Michael Spear and Wooden closed on the quarterback, 
but were a 1/2 second too late, as the pass was floated 
and completed for the necessary yardage. They whittled 
away at the drive with gains of 5, 4, 3 and 3 before 
an incomplete pass brought up 3rd and 7 from the 23. 
An inside hand-off to Brennan had a brief chance, but 



Granneli got off his block and forced him wide where Schwaner and Pajer limited him to 5-yards and an 
upcoming 4th down. The War Eagles were finally in the red zone, but were content with going for the 
field goal to tie this one up. Snap, set, kick….NO GOOD! #33 senior kicker Brendan Farrell hooked it 
wide left and the Lions offense took over at the 20.

In these games 3 points can easily make the difference. We were in a dogfight and neither team was 
giving an inch. Each took a few deep shots, but for the most part, this one was going to be won in the 
trenches. When 2 teams know each other this well, it’s hard to catch the other off guard. Bring everything 
you’ve got for 4 quarters and Hit Me With Your Best Shot. 

“That’s okay, let’s see how you do it,
Put up you dukes, let’s get down to it.”

It was time to get back to that slugfest mindset. Mitchell took the 1st down run for a short gain, but on 
2nd down the “Moose” got loose and found room to roam. Seniors #72 Ryan Carney (your co-offensive 
player of the week) and #67 Trent Gavron opened the hole at the 
line, then Kremer and Wach sealed the edges while Brown drove 
the LB into the next zip code. Mitchell hit the hole, lowered his 
shoulder, broke 2 tackles and was out across the 40 for a 20-yard 
gain. 3 consecutive runs and we were in War Eagle territory. Egan 
dropped back to pass on 1st down, was forced to scramble and 
ultimately taken down with a shoestring tackle by their leading 
tackler, #61 senior Adam Pozzobon. A few negative plays and we 
were looking at 3rd and long. Egan threw a quick pass to Pajer, 
who made an acrobatic shoe-top catch for 11, and it was 4th and 
2 with 5 minutes left in the half. We came to the line like we were 
going for it, maybe just hoping to get them to jump offside, but 
the play clock ran down and forced a timeout. We lined up in 
punt formation, but it still felt like something was up – and it was. 
Wach snapped it short to Egan who powered forward looking for 2 hard earned yards, but there was too 
much push up front by Marist and they dropped him 1-yard short. A turn over on downs and a chance for 
Marist to get on the board before halftime. 

On 1st down from the 30, Cigelske dropped back and tried to hit Hamilton on a crossing route.                   
The ball sailed a little high, was tipped by the receiver, and nearly picked by Joiner at midfield. On 2nd 
down the quarterback kept it for a solid 8 yards, but paid a hefty price for the effort. Ranson and Wooden 
converged on him for a monster hit. A short run by Parker on 3rd brought up 4th and 3. Pajer dropped back 
to receive Hamilton’s kick, fielded it cleanly at the 25 and took it straight ahead. After crossing the 35, he 
collided with #48 senior Jalen Clark and the ball popped loose. The War Eagles fell on it at the 36 and again 
had a chance to put points on the board before the half. Chin up 2-4, you’re still the one we want back there!

A near interception by Ranson on 1st down and a short pass to Hamilton on 2nd brought up 3rd 
and 4 with the clock running down. A swing pass to the left looked to have space, but Schwaner and 
Pajer shut it down quickly. It was 4th down, and a 49-yard field goal was all that stood between us 
and a 3-3 tie at the half. The kick was off, had the distance, but faded wide right...NO GOOD again!...                
Well, Ain’t That A Shame? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x5kisPBwZOM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-C-jXJl0Zrg


Another defensive stop on our side of the field, a little luck from the football gods, and we were going 
into the half up by 3 with the ball to start the 2nd half.

Sometimes I fly as fast as the speed of light. 
Sometime I crawl as slow as a snail. Unknown until I am measured,      

but you will certainly miss me when I’m gone. 
What am I??

I’m sure you all remember my rant a few factors ago about the last few minutes of the first half 
and the first few minutes of the second. Win both of those and you’ve got a good grasp on momentum. 
Our boys dodged a 2nd quarter War Eagle score and lined up to receive the 3rd quarter kick with a 
determined look on their faces. The kick went deep for a touchback and we went to work from the 20.

I have to think that halftime speech 
was a darn good one coach, because 
we came out and we OWNED that 
first drive. The line surged with every 
hand off and the runners’ legs churned 
for every yard. Egan for 8, Mitchell 
for 7, Benefield for 9, Mitchell for 5, 
Jones for 13 – it was a runaway train 
and Marist didn’t have an answer for it. 
On the next play #9 Jason Jones (your 
other co-2-way player of the week) 
took the jet sweep hand off to the right, 
cut it back up field behind blocks from 

Carney and Benefield, pirouetted at the 25, and gashed them for 39 yards all 
the way down to the 2. There were certainly a handful of key plays in this 
game and that was surely one of them. Benefield took the counter hand off 
on 1st and goal and followed right behind Hudson, Kremer and #70 Joseph 
Miller (your other co-offensive 
player of the week) into the end 
zone for the touchdown. Miller 
had been clearing space down field 
all night by attacking the 2nd and 

3rd levels of the defense. Paving the way for those last 2 yards 
must’ve been very satisfying. Aldrich’s PAT was good and we 
had a 10-0 lead 2 minutes into the 3rd quarter.

We know all too well that a 10-point lead means nothing in 
a game this competitive, so while we celebrated the score, we 
knew this one was far from over. It was time for the defense to 
go back to work. Another touchback for Aldrich and the Lions 
Den got their first action of the 2nd half.



Marist showed some nice resolve on the next drive with a few hard earned first downs. They mixed the run 
and pass well and had breached the 50, but a holding penalty pushed them back to their side of the field. On 3rd 
and 19, Cigelske looked to Houghton deep down the middle of the field, but Jones was their to defend the pass 
and forced another punting situation. You could sense everyone on the defense was thinking, “keep bringing 
it, but I Won’t Back Down.” 

On first down we had a near disaster. Egan optioned right and made a late pitch towards Benefield that was 
deflected by the linebacker #42 Tyler Hare. The ball hit the ground and thankfully found its way back into Egan’s 
possession...WHEW! That would’ve been the momentum swing Marist desperately needed. A loss of a down, 
but that was all. A Pajer gain of 4, with a 15-yard defensive penalty tagged on, took us out close to midfield. A 

few short gains and we were across the 50, but on 4th and 2, we decided 
to punt it away. Possert dropped back to punt and pinned them inside the 
15 with a nice kick. After a few plays and an offensive penalty, the quarter 
ended with the Golden Lions leading 10-0 heading into the final frame.

It didn’t take long for us to land the next body blow. On 3rd down and 
13 from the 13, #13 dropped back (this already sounds unlucky for the 
War Eagles) and targeted Flor on a crossing route. The pass was a little 
off the mark, deflected by Flor, then batted up in the air by Ranson before 
falling back into his arms at the 34 for the interception. An illegal block 
following the reception and an accidental trip of the 
ref (I guess that play was unlucky for him too), 
and we took over at their 45 looking for the 
exclamation point.

The HAWGS picked up right 
where they left off, winning the line on every play. Pajer took the jet 
sweep to the right, cut it back, did a reverse spin and plowed ahead 
for 12. It was a classic Golden Lions drive where we ate up yards and 
clock at the same time. Finally, we were looking at 2nd and 5 from the 11 
and it was time for the knockout punch. We had our first “Moose Crossing” 
of the night as Mitchell took it straight up the middle behind the HAWGS for the 
score. The PAT was good and it was 17-0 with 5 minutes to play.

Marist’s only chance was to go to the air. After a deflection on 1st down, they got their first big 
offensive play of the night with a long completion to Hamilton. Ok, we’ll give you that, but NOTHING 
MORE. Following a 5-yard offensive penalty we made sure of it. Cigelske dropped back, looked right to 
Moore and let it go. The pass was wide of the mark for the receiver, but not for Jones. Our 2nd interception 
of the quarter and this one was out of reach. We ate up some more clock and punted it away with 2 
minutes remaining...but even then the cards fell our way. The punt was muffed, picked up by Ranson and 
returned for a touchdown!....well, almost. The official ruled the returner never had control of the ball, so 
the recovery couldn’t be advanced. That would’ve been the cherry on top, but no problem. The offense 
came back out, ran a few more plays, and on 1st and 10 from the 15, Benefield took the right sweep down 
to the 1 for a 14-yard gain. Coach Standard gave Egan the sign for the vicory formation to close this one 
out. A fitting jesture for a crosstown rivalry, but I can assure you there were plenty of fans in the stands 
that wanted to punch that one in. Nice call and great sportsmanship, coach.

FINAL SCORE – Golden Lions 17, War Eagles 0

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k2h9HPZhqHE


So, Lion Nation, this one was a long time coming and waaay overdue. We showed up in numbers, 
flashed some golden pride and our boys did the rest. I’ll be honest with you, this was THE game that I 
wanted more than any other at the beginning of the season. Sure, it would’ve been incredibly satisfying 
to have beaten Blessed Trinity, but as a Golden Lion football parent this is the one I wanted the most.   
I would’ve been happy with any kind of win, but what I really wanted was a dominating and decisive 
victory. The score board read 17-0, but there’s definitely a mental * that says the final score of this one 
was 24-0. Thank you for that, boys. 

Let’s take a quick look inside the key stats of the game. We doubled them up on first downs and nearly 
did on total yards and time of possession. Aside from the final score, “Red Zone Scores-Chances” is my 
favorite stat of the night. While we could’ve been 4-4, it’s the 0-1 Marist stat that brings a wry smile.

  SPX  MAR
 FIRST DOWNS  17  8
 RUSHES-YARDS (NET)  53-260  21-83
 PASSING YDS (NET)  51  82
 PASSES ATT-COMP-INT  4-2-0  20-9-2
 TOTAL OFFENSE PLAYS-YARDS  57-311  41-165
 POSSESSION TIME 30:55  17:05
 RED-ZONE SCORES-CHANCES  3-4  0-1

What the stats don’t show, but the record books do, is that this was the first Golden Lion shutout of 
the War Eagles at Hughes-Spaulding Stadium since 1969, just 1 year shy of a half century. That’s an 
“oh, by the way” that our boys can carry with pride the rest of their lives.

What neither the stats nor the record books show is how much this win meant to our Lion Nation. 
The enthusiasm from the student section was down right OFF THE CHAIN! They broke into the                          
“I-Believe-That-We-Will-Win” chant as the clock wound down and rushed the field jumping and 
screaming like it was the National Championship game. AWESOMENESS!! 

BONUS TRACK: I stumbled upon this tune by Grace Potter and the Nocturnals this week while sifting 
through songs and lyrics for this week’s Factor. I had never heard it before, but was immediately hooked. 
It’s fittingly titled The Lion, The Beast, The Beat.   Crank it up and enjoy!

P.S. They say a picture is worth a thousand words, and while I’m surely well over a thousand words in this 
week’s Factor, the following page sure says a lot. Print, find an 8x10 frame and display proudly.

“So don’t you try to tame the lion,
Just to ride on the horizon,

Can somebody let the beast out, baby.”

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ov8uT8DTvlw


ST. PIUS 17 – MARIST 0 
Friday, September 14th, 2018       Hughes-Spaulding Stadium



        Between the Lions
Our Golden Lions are gaining momentum and turning some heads. 

With the extra attention we’re also creating some media buzz. 
I’ll collect what I find each week and share it here – Between the Lions!

I’d like to start this week’s BTL with a big thank you and SHOUT OUT to our Lady Lion shutterbugs.                             
The pictures in each X-Factor usually come from Carolynn Bui, Ann Marie Hooper or Carol Pajer. Many 
thanks for your passion and ability for capturing a moment, ladies! 

Let’s see what the local and statewide publications are saying about the Golden Lions. 

Here’s what the AJC had to say: 

St. Pius 17, Marist 0
“First shutout against DeKalb rival in 49 years”
[Click here for link]

Here’s what the Dunwoody Crier had to say: 

“St. Pius defense throttles Marist, ends 3-year losing streak”
[Click here for link]

Here’s what Georgia High School Football Daily had to say: 
Best of the rest:
*St. Pius LB Samuel Schwaner had 11 solo tackles, one for a loss, in a 17-0 victory over Marist. St. 
Pius was the first to shut out Marist on Marist’s home field since 2001.

And in Wednesday’s edition we were Ruud’s Hot Team of the Week.
The St. Pius Golden Lions are the Ruud Class AAAA Hot Team of the Week. Are you 
too hot or too cold? Click the Ruud logo to find a local Ruud Pro Partner to service your 
existing HVAC system or to recommend a new Ruud system for your home.

Here’s your current Top 10 Class AAAA standings:
 1. (1) Blessed Trinity (4-0) 6. (2) Marist (3-1)
 2. (3) Cartersville (4-0) 7. (7) Burke County (2-2)
 3. (4) Mary Persons (5-0) 8. (8) Flowery Branch (3-0)
 4. (5) St. Pius (4-1) 9. (9) Woodward Academy (2-2)
 5. (6) Troup (4-0) 10. (10) Eastside (4-0)

Attention Lion Nation. If you come across news clippings throughout the season please save them to be 
used in this years memory book. I can collect them any time during the season. Thank you!

https://www.ajc.com/blog/high-school-sports/pius-marist/GYsEnI3rY1vhT2d1LH9jIL/
http://www.thecrier.net/sports/article_74f3de00-baeb-11e8-97b4-9bd03ad7ad46.html


As we like to say in sports, “Next!”. In this case, that would be the Loganville Red Devils. This team 
goes a little under the radar in terms of scouring for info. The Red Devils are coached by Mike Humphries 
and reside in Georgia AAAAA – Region 8 along with the likes of Buford and Cedar Shoals. They come into 
this Friday’s matchup with a 2-3 non-region record. They’ve won both of their home games, including a 
20-14 win against North Oconee, and have lost all of their away games, which includes their last 2 games.        
In terms of points for and against, they’ve put up 111 and allowed 168. The North Oconee game was the 
only one that looked to be close. They are currently ranked 212th in the state.

Let’s start on the offense. The Red Devils run a lot out of a spread formation with the quarterback 
taking a shotgun snap (we’ve seen that a lot this year), but they’ll also line up with the QB under center 
and 2 backs. #10 sophomore Tanner Greene (6’0, 170) is their starting quaterback. From what I can tell 
he’s thrown for 628 yards and 8 touchdowns with 5 interceptions so far this year. He’s completed 56-of-
85 attempts for a respectable 66% completion rate. Greene looks to have good presence, active feet, good 
accuracy and decent arm strength. 

#18 sophomore Jackson Daniel (5’10, 180) appears to be Greene’s primary target. He comes in with 
253 receiving yards and 4 TDs. Seniors #1 D’errius Hart (5’7, weight unknown), #4 Andre Murray (5’9, 
140), 16 Max Ogletree (5’9, 170) and #85 senior Devron Harris (6’2, 165) will all line up as wide-outs, and 
from what I’ve seen they are in a lot of 3 or 4 receiver sets. They like to attack the middle of the field and 
use a good dose of WR screens to the outside that let the receivers get their yards after the catch. Murray is 
also their punter and apparently a pretty good one.

At running back they have #27 sophomore JB Seay (5’9, 173) and #6 junior Nick Fager (5’9, 165) as 
their primary ball carriers with #38 senior Sam Earl (5’9, 225) at fullback. Their rushing stats are fairly 
minimal, but they’ll still need to try and run to set up the pass.

On the offensive line they boast some size, most notably #56 senior Derek Lort (6’2, 300). It’s hard not 
to take notice of a boy that big. And he’s not the only one with some size. #50 sophomore Chase Ransom 
(5’11, 220), #51 senior Michael Mathis (6’1, 255), #59 sophomore Malachi Cordle (5’10, 230) and #74 
senior James “Max” Smith (6’3, weight unknown) round out their version of the hawgs. 

On the defensive line you’ll find both size and speed. On the ends are #7 Cameron Williams (6’5, 210) 
at DE (I bet he’d make a good TE too) and #22 sophomore Neto Okpala (6’1, 210). They both look strong 
and quick. In the middle are #93 senior Sean Bell (5’10, 262), #92 senior Koi Perry (5’10, 247) and #95 
sophomore Gianni Mendez (5’9, 295). They apparently feed their linemen well out in Loganville.

Their best defender in the secondary looks to be safety #21 junior Sheldon Arnold (6’1,170). He’s flies 
around on defense with a good nose for finding the ball. For 170 lbs he brings a pretty big hit. Another 
DB to watch is #13 senior Josiah Wright (5’10, 170). He reads the play well and commits to what he sees.

This game has all the makings of the 2nd cousin of the “trap game”...the “let down game”. That’s a 
game that follows an emotionally and physically draining game (like last week). These games call for a 
little extra focus and discipline. Just do your job, prepare like you do every week, and put last week’s win 
behind you. Remember, crazy things can happen in high school football. Let’s not show up on the wrong 
side of someone elses “did you see that!” reel.

I will disappear                                         
every time you say my name.

What am I??



I wear a red robe, with staff in hand and a stone in my throat. 
Cut me and I weep red tears. 

What am I??

This week Z spoke with senior middle linebacker and fullback, DeMarcus “Moose” Mitchell.

Z:  Congratulations on a tremendous win Friday night at Marist!  How does it feel to get your first win against them?
DM:  It feels great!  It feels like we made a new milestone for St. Pius.  It was the first time since 1969 that 
we shut-out Marist, and I feel pretty great!
Z:  What was different this season from the two times you played them last year?
DM:  I’m not going to say we weren’t prepared last year, but I felt like this season we had more effort and 
strength.  As Coach Standard always says, the team that blocks more and tackles more will win the game.  
I’ve gotta say that we probably out-played them, effort-wise.
Z:  Well, it was great to see the hard work pay off and for y’all to bring the Fish Bowl back to where it 
belongs!  How are you feeling physically?
DM:  Physically, I feel great!  This is probably the best I’ve felt after a game this season.
Z:  Is that because of the win?
DM:  Yes sir! 
Z:  Winning makes the aches go away?
DM:  Yes sir, winning makes everything go away!
Z:  You’re heading into your final non-region game, and new opponent, of the year.  What do you know about 
Loganville?
DM:  I know that they have a really big front.  They’re linemen are pretty big, and they have really good 
receivers.  They have a couple of receivers that can make plays.  They will definitely be giving it their all, so 
we’ve got to come prepared and ready if we’re going to win!
Z:  In your third year as a starter, what experience have you taken from your first two years that have helped 
you to be a leader of this team?
DM:  In order for the team to be successful, you have to give 110% all the time.  I’m not talking about just 
in practice, but everywhere you go, you’ve got to give 110%.   I’ve learned that that not only helps the team, 
but it will help you as well.  I’ve learned a lot of things over the last three years.
Z:  You play both linebacker and fullback.  Which do you prefer?
DM:  That’s a hard one.  I probably prefer middle linebacker, since I’ve been playing that since 6th grade.  
To be honest, I’ll do anything to help the team.  If I’ve got to play fullback, I’ll play fullback.  I’m not saying 
I don’t like fullback, but…

X PLUS Z



Z:  What’s more fun, scoring a touchdown at Marist, or lighting up a ball carrier coming across the middle?
DM:  Hmmm…I’d have to say scoring a touchdown at Marist.  [laughing]
Z:  That’s something that not many people can say they’ve done, so you’ll be able to take that with you forever.  
Moving off the field some, you’re name is DeMarcus, you’re listed on the roster as DJ, and everybody calls 
you Moose.  Why so many names?
DM:  I go by a lot of nicknames.  
Z:  Where did Moose come from?
DM:  I played football when I was about eight years old.  I stopped because I fractured my ankle, and I came 
back in 6th grade to play for Pius.  After the first practice, one of my coaches came up to me and asked me 
my name.  I told him, “DeMarcus Mitchell, sir.”  He said, “For now on we’re going to call you Moose.  Do 
you like that name?”  I said, “Yes sir, that’s fine with me!”  It has just kind of stuck since then, and everybody 
calls me Moose.
Z:  What does your family call you at home?
DM:  They call me DJ at home.  My dad’s name is also DeMarcus, and DJ stands for DeMarcus Jr.
Z:  Playing football at Pius has run in your family.  How did you end up here?
DM:  My brother, Brandon, graduated from here in 2014.  I was playing at Glenwood when I was little, and 
after I stopped playing, seeing my brother play at St. Pius made me want to get back into it.  My cousin, 
Marco Dinkins, played with me here, too.
Z:  As your time with the Pius football program starts to wind down, what are you going to miss the most?
DM:  The thing I’m going to miss the most is probably going to lineman night on Wednesdays.  Every 
Wednesday after practice, we usually go to Galla’s and have lots of wings and pizza.  That’s probably my 
best memory!
Z:  Have you had a favorite class or teacher at St. Pius?
DM:  My favorite class and teacher is probably US History with Coach Anderson last year.
Z:  What are your plans after Pius?
DM:  I’m hoping to continue my football career.  Right now I’m looking at a few different schools to play at; 
Kennesaw State, Savannah State, Old Dominion, Liberty University, Kentucky Christian.  Right now I’m just 
trying to get more offers.
Z:  Keep playing like y’all did Friday, and the offers will take care of themselves.
DM:  Yes sir.
Z:  I know you don’t have much free time right now, but when you’re not playing football, what do you like to do?
DM:  When I’m not playing football I mostly like to chill out with my family.  Maybe every other weekend I’ll 
go hang out with some friends outside of football.
Z:  How many siblings do you have?
DM:  I have two siblings.  There’s Brandon, and I have a younger sister who’s a junior.  
Z:  So you’re the last football playing Mitchell.  Did you play any other sports growing up?
DM:  I played basketball when I was in middle school, but I had to stop because the schedule with pretty 
crazy.  Right now I play baseball and football.



Z:  How’s the baseball team going to be this year?
DM:  I think we’re going to be pretty good this year.  I’m very excited to see how it goes.  A lot of juniors 
started last year, and I’m looking forward to seeing what we can do this year.  
Z:  What position do you play?
DM:  I play third base and second base.
Z:  Which do you prefer?
DM:  Probably third base.  I used to play second, and then the coaches kind of forced me to go to third.              
I didn’t like it at first, but now I have kind of gotten used to it, and I love the hot corner.
Z:  On Fridays do you have any pre-game rituals?
DM:  Every single home game…my cousin, Marco, and his best friend, Charlie Albert, who is kind of like 
a brother to me, have a plaque in the hallway at the Donellan Center…every single game I tap their plates 
before we walk out and go down the stairs.  Kind of like a good luck charm, and it helps to get me focused 
before games.  It makes me feel like they’re still out there with me.
Z:  DeMarcus…DJ…Moose…thank you for your time tonight.  Congratulations again on the win over 
Marist, and hopefully there are many more to come this season!
DM:  Yes sir!

Congrats also go out to our JV and Freshman teams for their victories helping us complete the Marist trifecta! 

JV Golden Lions 20, JV War Eagles 7
Freshmen Golden Lions 23, Freshman War Eagles 21

Scout Team players of the week for the Marist game are:
Walker Stevens • Tiger Turner • Tyler Goforth • Joey Sanflippo

Answers to riddles: 1) Fish  2) Time  3) Silence  4) Cherry

This year’s Fish Bowl marked Fifty plus Four,
No better time to settle a score,

The doubters were silenced, you could hear a pin drop,
A shutout was just the cherry on top.

 We’re road-trippin’ to Loganville this 
 Friday to take on the Red Devils...

 WE’LL SEE 
 YOU THERE!



Individual Statistics (Final)
The Automated ScoreBook
ST.Pius vs War Eagles ( at)

ST.Pius War Eagles

Rushing No. Gain Loss Net TD Lg Avg
DeMarcus 17 104 0 104 1 23 6.1
Jason Jones 3 49 0 49 0 34 16.3
Connor Egan 16 47 2 45 0 9 2.8
Michael 9 42 1 41 1 13 4.6
Jacob Pajer 4 24 0 24 0 12 6.0
Ted Wach 1 1 0 1 0 1 1.0
TEAM 3 0 4 -4 0 0 -1.3
Totals 53 267 7 260 2 34 4.9

Rushing No. Gain Loss Net TD Lg Avg
Lincoln Parker 8 30 0 30 0 4 3.8
Connor Cigelske 4 24 0 24 0 12 6.0
Jackson Brennan 6 17 0 17 0 5 2.8
Kyle Hamilton 1 8 0 8 0 8 8.0
Matthew 1 2 0 2 0 2 2.0
Brett Zoeller 1 2 0 2 0 2 2.0
Totals 21 83 0 83 0 12 4.0

Passing C-A-I Yds TD Long Sack
Connor Egan 2-4-0 51 0 39 0
Totals 2-4-0 51 0 39 0

Passing C-A-I Yds TD Long Sack
Connor Cigelske 9-20-2 82 0 37 0
Totals 9-20-2 82 0 37 0

Receiving No. Yards TD Long
Chris Miller 1 39 0 39
Jacob Pajer 1 12 0 12
Totals 2 51 0 39

Receiving No. Yards TD Long
Kyle Hamilton 5 65 0 37
John Flor 2 13 0 13
Lincoln Parker 1 5 0 5
Jackson Brennan 1 -1 0 0
Totals 9 82 0 37

Punting No. Yds Avg Long In20 TB
William Possert 3 89 29.7 37 1 0
Totals 3 89 29.7 37 1 0

Punting No. Yds Avg Long In20 TB
Kyle Hamilton 4 146 36.5 49 1 0
Totals 4 146 36.5 49 1 0

Punt Kickoff Intercept
Returns No Yds Lg No Yds Lg No Yds Lg
Jacob Pajer 3 23 9 0 0 0 0 0 0
Zachary Ranson 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 5 5
Jason Jones 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0
Totals 3 23 9 0 0 0 2 5 5

Punt Kickoff Intercept
Returns No Yds Lg No Yds Lg No Yds Lg
Ian Otten 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
John Flor 1 11 11 0 0 0 0 0 0
Totals 2 11 11 0 0 0 0 0 0

Field goals Qtr Time Dist Result
Nolan Aldrch 1st 01:05 26 yards Good

Field goals Qtr Time Dist Result
Brenan Farrel 2nd 08:42 36 yards Missed
Brenan Farrel 2nd 01:05 49 yards Missed

Kickoffs No. Yards Avg TB OB
Nolan Aldrch 4 240 60.0 4 0

Kickoffs No. Yards Avg TB OB
Brenan Farrel 1 -40 -40.0 1 0

All-purpose Run Rcv KR PR IR Total
DeMarcus 104 0 0 0 0 104
Jacob Pajer 24 12 0 23 0 59
Jason Jones 49 0 0 0 0 49
Connor Egan 45 0 0 0 0 45

All-purpose Run Rcv KR PR IR Total
Kyle Hamilton 8 65 0 0 0 73
Lincoln Parker 30 5 0 0 0 35
John Flor 0 13 0 11 0 24
Connor Cigelske 24 0 0 0 0 24

FUMBLES: ST.Pius-Jacob Pajer 1-1. War Eagles-Ian Otten 1-1.



Defensive Statistics (Final)
The Automated ScoreBook
ST.Pius vs War Eagles ( at)

# ST.Pius Solo Ast Total Sacks-Yds TFL-Yds FF FR-Yds Int-Yds BrUp Blks QBH
78 Cam Wooden 4 2 5.0 - - - - - - - -
50 Sam Granelli 4 1 4.5 - - - - - - - -
26 Samuel 4 1 4.5 - - - - - - - -
24 Jacob Pajer 4 0 4.0 - 1.0-1 - - - - - -
12 NIck Joiner 3 0 3.0 - - - - - - - -
15 Patrick Molnar 2 1 2.5 - - - - - - - -
75 Lawson Schultz 2 0 2.0 - - - - - - - -
9 Jason Jones 1 0 1.0 - - - - 1-0 2 - -
25 Ted Wach 1 0 1.0 - - - - - - - -
77 William Kibler 1 0 1.0 - - - - - - - -
23 Zachary Ranson 0 2 1.0 - - - 1-0 1-5 2 - -
74 Benji McKey 0 0 0.0 - - - - - 1 - -

Totals 26 7 29.5 0.0-0 1.0-1 0 1-0 2-5 5 0 0

# War Eagles Solo Ast Total Sacks-Yds TFL-Yds FF FR-Yds Int-Yds BrUp Blks QBH
61 Adam Pozzobon 7 0 7.0 - 1.0-2 - - - - - -
48 Jalen Clarck 6 0 6.0 - - 1 - - - - -
81 Derek McDonald 5 2 6.0 - - - - - - - -
16 John Flor 5 0 5.0 - 1.0-1 - - - - - -
10 Kyle Hamilton 4 2 5.0 - - - - - - - -
83 Joshua Moore 4 1 4.5 - - - - - - - -
11 Matthew 4 0 4.0 - - - - - - - -
64 Dean Colton 4 0 4.0 - - - - - - - -
42 Taylor Hare 3 1 3.5 - - - - - - - -
57 Ryan Mannelly 3 0 3.0 - - - - - - - -
34 Grey Taylor 3 0 3.0 - - - - - - - -
85 Brian George 0 0 0.0 - - - 1-0 - - - -

Totals 48 6 51.0 0.0-0 2.0-3 1 1-0 0-0 0 0 0

Quickie Statistics (Final)
ST.Pius vs War Eagles ( at)

SPX MAR
Score 17 0
FIRST DOWNS 17 8
RUSHES-YARDS (NET) 53-260 21-83
PASSING YDS (NET) 51 82
Passes Att-Comp-Int 4-2-0 20-9-2
TOTAL OFFENSE PLAYS-YARDS 57-311 41-165
Fumble Returns-Yards 0-0 0-0
Punt Returns-Yards 3-23 2-11
Kickoff Returns-Yards 0-0 0-0
Interception Returns-Yards 2-5 0-0
Punts (Number-Avg) 3-29.7 4-36.5
Fumbles-Lost 1-1 1-1
Penalties-Yards 6-50 7-55
Possession Time 30:55 17:05
Third-Down Conversions 5 of 11 3 of 11
Fourth-Down Conversions 0 of 1 1 of 1
Red-Zone Scores-Chances 3-4 0-1

ST.Pius War Eagles
Rushing No. Gain Loss Net TD Lg Avg
DeMarcus 17 104 0 104 1 23 6.1
Jason Jones 3 49 0 49 0 34 16.3
Connor Egan 16 47 2 45 0 9 2.8
Michael 9 42 1 41 1 13 4.6

Rushing No. Gain Loss Net TD Lg Avg
Lincoln Parker 8 30 0 30 0 4 3.8
Connor Cigelske 4 24 0 24 0 12 6.0
Jackson Brennan 6 17 0 17 0 5 2.8
Kyle Hamilton 1 8 0 8 0 8 8.0

Passing C-A-I Yds TD Long Sack
Connor Egan 2-4-0 51 0 39 0

Passing C-A-I Yds TD Long Sack
Connor Cigelske 9-20-2 82 0 37 0

Receiving No. Yards TD Long
Chris Miller 1 39 0 39
Jacob Pajer 1 12 0 12

Receiving No. Yards TD Long
Kyle Hamilton 5 65 0 37
John Flor 2 13 0 13
Lincoln Parker 1 5 0 5
Jackson Brennan 1 -1 0 0

Punting No. Yds Avg Long In20 TB
William Possert 3 89 29.7 37 1 0

Punting No. Yds Avg Long In20 TB
Kyle Hamilton 4 146 36.5 49 1 0

Punt Returns No. Yards TD Long
Jacob Pajer 3 23 0 9

Punt Returns No. Yards TD Long
Ian Otten 1 0 0 0
John Flor 1 11 0 11

Kick Returns No. Yards TD Long Kick Returns No. Yards TD Long

Tackles UA-A Total Sacks TFL
Cam Wooden 4-2 5.0 0.0 0.0
Sam Granelli 4-1 4.5 0.0 0.0
Samuel 4-1 4.5 0.0 0.0
Jacob Pajer 4-0 4.0 0.0 1.0

Tackles UA-A Total Sacks TFL
Adam Pozzobon 7-0 7.0 0.0 1.0
Jalen Clarck 6-0 6.0 0.0 0.0
Derek McDonald 5-2 6.0 0.0 0.0
John Flor 5-0 5.0 0.0 1.0

Qtr Time Scoring Play V-H
1st 01:05 SPX - Nolan Aldrch 26 yd field goal, 11-72 5:39 3 - 0
3rd 08:50 SPX - Michael 2 yd run (Nolan Aldrch kick), 7-80 3:10 10 - 0
4th 07:19 SPX - DeMarcus 11 yd run (Nolan Aldrch kick), 8-45 4:14 17 - 0




