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PHASE TWO
Dear St. Pius X Family:
Before announcing our plans for this next phase
of schooling, we first want to thank all of you
for your cooperation and efforts in starting this
school year safely. Your students have done an
excellent job of adhering to our strict guidelines,
and it is in large part due to their conformity that
we are ready to ramp up our in-person school
days.
Second, thank you to all of our parents for your
encouraging emails in support of our reopening
plan for the school. We value that you trust us
as the leaders of the school to make the best
decision not only for our students but also
for the support of our teachers and the entire
community. For our parents that have concerns
about our decision, please know that we hear
and understand your frustration, and we will
continue to reassess our decision as we move
forward.
As we reflect back on this past spring, it was
one of the most disappointing times in the history of St. Pius X. We
had to watch the wonderful Class of 2020 lose those capstone events
that help memorialize their high school experience. Coupled with
that was the loss of nearly every fine arts performance and nearly all
athletic events. We want to do everything in our power to avoid such
scenarios from developing again. This phasing in of our students has
been a success to date, and with everyone working together, we will
manage this virus as we move for a full return of all, something we all
desire. We all want to keep the campus open!
Beginning Tuesday, September 8, we are going to move to a hybrid
schedule which will bring back half of the student population every
other day. This hybrid schedule will rotate on an A & B schedule,
with Wednesdays reserved as a virtual day for the entire student
population. We will continue with our use of alpha cohorts in order
to keep families together. Group A includes students with last names
starting with A through K, and Group B includes students with last
names starting with L through Z.
With the current schedule of attending in thirds, we have an average

of 5.5 in-person population (IPP) students in each classroom. When
we move to the half hybrid, assuming our full-time virtual students
will remain the same (though we believe these numbers have the
potential to increase), the number increases to 8.2 IPP students per
classroom.
We hope parents and students have noticed the extraordinary
precautions we have taken in cleaning the school and providing
the necessary equipment and supplies to keep your children, and
our faculty and staff, healthy and safe. With the minimal increase
in students in each class, we are confident that we can continue our
efforts in this area. We should be clear that some classes may have as
many as 15 students in a class, but we have reviewed each of those
classrooms and determined that we can maintain a safe distance for
in-person instruction. We will also continue to require the use of
masks throughout the day.
DUAL POPULATION OFFERING
St. Pius X prides itself on our mission to provide a college preparatory
education for the formation of the mind, body and spirit of each
student in accordance with the teachings of the Catholic Church. The
current circumstances require that we meet the needs of our entire
community while still focusing on the importance of forming each
individual student. To serve each student to the best of our abilities,
we are utilizing two tracks for our student body.
Full-Time Virtual (FTV)
The Full-Time Virtual (FTV) Track allows students who
are medically fragile or have other personal or familial
considerations to continue their St. Pius X education virtually.
This educational model mixes synchronous and asynchronous
instruction, but requires students to participate in a full SPX bell
schedule and be an active member of their classes.
In-Person Population (IPP)
The In-Person Population (IPP) Track is for students who are
willing and able to fully abide by all of the increased health,
safety, and academic protocols, and will focus on in-person
education in accordance with archdiocesan mandates and
necessary safety demands and constraints. This option is
designed to maximize student time on campus in the classroom
and with their peers.
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We are pleased to be able to offer Dual-Population instruction that
can support the varied needs of students in our community. In dualpopulation instruction, virtual and in-person platforms coincide in
the classroom. The overlap of platforms creates a complex teaching
environment, wherein teachers strive to be present and attentive to
students on multiple platforms, often simultaneously. To provide
our students an optimal learning experience, we will maintain one
virtual day a week where all students and teachers will be on the
same platform. The virtual day will provide several advantages to
both the IPP and FTV populations: this day gives the opportunity for
increased attention to the FTV population, who only have the virtual
connection to the classroom, and on that day can operate on equal
footing. The virtual day also provides a venue for one-on-one or
small-group communication with students who need extra support
from the teacher. For teachers, the virtual day provides the only day
in which their entire section can assemble on the same platform,
allowing for assurance of student comprehension and class progress
as well as the aligning of our curriculum.
Designed to model Christ’s command to “leave the ninety-nine in
the hills and go in search of the stray,” (Matthew 18:12), these models
allow for every student to remain an active part of the St. Pius X
community and benefit from the same educational opportunities and
interactions from their teacher.
We will constantly assess the situation and will give families a
minimum of a one week notice should we move to another model of
learning. The exception is in the event of a COVID-19 outbreak at St.
Pius X, in which case the Archdiocese of Atlanta Office of Catholic
Schools may order us to close and return to full time virtual learning
for all students. We have already witnessed several Archdiocesan
schools that have had to return to full time virtual school for entire
grades due to outbreaks. It is our sincere hope that our cautious and
prudent approach will allow us to remain open without having to
take any drastic measures to mitigate the spread of the virus.
IPP/FTV STATUS
At this time all students will remain as they are currently assigned,
as either in-person population (IPP) or full-time virtual (FTV),
unless we receive a request to change. If you want to change your
student’s status, you must submit the form that was emailed to you
Wednesday, August 26 by 9 a.m. on Monday, August 31. Any change
made via this form will go into effect on Tuesday, September 8. After
September 8, if parents want to switch their student from IPP to FTV
learning, they must send an email stating their requested change to
schoolchoice@spx.org. Parents will be notified once the request has
been approved, at which time the student will transition to full-time
virtual. Once families opt into full-time virtual school, students are
required to continue learning virtually for a minimum of two weeks.
Spoken plainly, if your student remains FTV, the next opportunity to
switch to IPP status will be September 18.
SANITATION OF THE FACILITIES
The school will continue to be sanitized utilizing disinfectants
and virucides by way of our electrostatic sprayers on a daily basis.
Wednesdays will afford our Maintenance and cleaning crews further
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opportunities to do even more thorough, deep cleanings. Student
desks are being wiped down at the end of every class; restrooms are
being sanitized multiple times a day; and hand sanitizer is available to
students at all entrances and in every classroom.
PLAYING YOUR PART IN KEEPING OUR SCHOOL OPEN
We urge our families to continue to partner with us off campus by
following the health and safety guidelines that have allowed us to
open safely and remain open thus far. Please, when anyone in your
family is out in public, wear a mask and practice social distancing.
Our school cannot function without its teachers, and we are doing
our best to protect them while they are here teaching your children.
We ask that you protect them, as well as the rest of the student
population, by doing your part to mitigate the spread of this virus.
PARKING
We anticipate that all students with a valid parking pass will be able
to park on the main campus. Those that are assigned to Baseball or
Shallowford lots should be prepared to use those spaces should oncampus parking be full.
This time in our history calls us to lean into the Spirit, trust in what
is good for the many, and consider the benefits of others. Turning
to Christ’s example, we’re reminded “If there is any encouragement
in Christ, any solace in love, any participation in the Spirit, any
compassion and mercy, complete my joy by being of the same mind,
with the same love, united in heart, thinking one thing. [...] humbly
regard others as more important than yourselves, each looking out
not for his own interests, but [also] everyone for those of others”
(Philippians 2:1-2,4). As we move forward in continuation of this
semester, we ask for your prayers, compassion, mercy, and joys,
knowing that we walk by faith in our goal to love and serve all the
members of our St. Pius X family.
Although this year and this world seems to tear us apart and confront
us with challenging situations that are not our ideal, we turn to Christ
and remember that all we do is for love of neighbor, for “Amen, I say
to you, whatever you did for one of these least brothers of mine, you
did for me.” (Matthew 25:40).
Sincerely,

Steve Spellman		
Edye Simpson, Ed. D
President			Principal

BELL SCHEDULE, CALENDAR
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ATTENDANCE

Students learning virtually are required to submit their attendance by 8:00 am every day. They are also required to be present for every class
period and based on the day’s lesson, be it a zoom meeting, a collaborative group activity, or an assignment to be turned in, their work is a further
testament of their attendance. No tardies will be granted to virtual students. The Attendance Office will not be accepting emails or calls from students explaining why they did not log in and mark their attendance before 8 a.m. Students who are virtual and sign in late should still participate
in class and complete all of their assignments for the day. If students are sick or need to miss class for any reason - doctor’s appointments, family
obligations, etc. - then parents must email Mrs. Polzin at attendance@spx.org by 9:00 a.m.
An in-person population student who is tardy reports directly to the attendance office, explains the situation and obtains a note before they
report to class. Students who are learning virtually are required to sign in before 8 a.m. They will be marked unexcused absence (UA) for the day
if they sign in after 8 a.m.
Students who skip class – either in person or virtually – will receive a write up via email noting the skipped class from the teacher, and include
the parent email and cc: Ms. Rachel Braham and Mr. Mike Lancaster. Ms. Braham or Mr. Lancaster will assign two detentions to the student’s
disciplinary account, and Mrs. Jen Polzin will note an Unexcused Absence (UA) for the skipped class period. Students who receive a UA for a
class period are able to make up assigned work or assessments provided they follow the teacher’s syllabus requirements for make-up work. The
UA notation requires that a teacher assign a grade of 69% of the earned grade for the assignment or assessment. What this means is if a student
earns a 100% on the assignment or assessment during a class noted as UA, he/she will see a posted grade for the assignment or assessment of 69
in the gradebook. It is imperative that students and parents follow all processes for reporting absences in a thorough and timely manner in order
to avoid the detentions for skipping class, and/or the reduced grades for assignments or assessments due or taken during a missed class period.
Advisory is also mandatory and is counted for attendance on the days that students meet. Students will receive the 2 detentions for skipping an
Advisory session just as they will for skipping the class session as noted above.

ADVISORY

Advisory is our new homeroom system. Students will remain in the same Advisory with the same teacher throughout their time at SPX, and each
Advisory has students from all four grades. The goal is to provide another opportunity to develop community among students and teachers who
otherwise might not encounter one another. Additionally, Advisory will provide a space for students to have conversations about a variety of topics ranging from time management to conflict resolution. These conversations are developed with our in-house experts from Campus Ministry
and Counseling. Each advisory group is designed to reflect our school’s identity. The rosters proportionally reflect our school’s various subgroups
by gender, ethnicity, religious affiliation, middle school affiliation, etc.
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DAILY STUDENT/FACULTY/STAFF ASSESSMENT
Prior to school each morning, all parents must assess their student(s), and every teacher and staff member must perform a self-assessment, by
answering each question below:
1. Does your child have any of the symptoms listed below? If your student has experienced any of the following symptoms in the past 48 hours, do NOT
send them to school:
• Fever of 100°F and above
• Body aches
• Chills/shaking
• Congestion that differs from your typical seasonal allergies
• Coughing
• Vomiting
• Diarrhea
• Fatigue
• Loss of smell/taste
• Rash
• Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing
• Sore throat
*If your Pius student has taken medication to address any of these symptoms, he/she must be medication-free for 48 hours before a return to school
can be considered. If your Pius student has a documented preexisting condition (i.e. allergies), you should take that into account as you review the
above symptoms. If any of the above are present, your student must STAY HOME.
2. Within the past 10 days, have you received a positive nasal swab test result for an active COVID-19 infection?
If any of the answers are yes to any of the above OR the student/faculty/staff member has a temperature reading of 100 degrees Fahrenheit or
above, the individual is not cleared to enter the school/building. A temperature of 100 or above will be logged and tracked. Please note: Screening
questions may change as additional information regarding symptoms and spread is known.
(Derived from Children’s HealthCare of Atlanta (CHOA) Human Resources Employee Plan)

DAILY ENTRANCE TO AND EXITING FROM SCHOOL

Faculty and Staff will begin checking student temperatures each day at 7 a.m. before entry into the school.
Students who have been cleared to enter will be sent to designated areas to await the first bell. Individuals with
temperatures at or over 100 will not be allowed into the building. Students who register a temperature must
return home and be free of the symptoms listed above for at least 48 hours before returning to campus.
When the school day ends, students must leave the school campus immediately unless they are involved in
extracurricular activities. Doors will lock at 3:30 pm and re-entrance will not be permitted.
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FACE MASKS
Students will be instructed to wear masks at all times when on campus during the school day. This will be relayed to students
during the first days of school, and will be reinforced by faculty and staff every day. We ask parents to reinforce the necessity of
masks at all times while on campus, in addition to maintaining proper social distancing. Make sure your student has a clean mask
to wear each day. The school will provide one washable, reusable mask for each student at the beginning of the school year. If a
student forgets his/her mask, we will provide a disposable mask for that day.
Masks are a requirement at all times, except when drinking water or eating lunch. Outside of these two scenarios, no student is allowed to remove his/
her mask without consent. Detentions and/or other disciplinary penalties will apply for failure to comply with the mask requirements and regulations.
The proper wearing of the mask is one that should fit snugly against the side of the face and secure over the nose, mouth, and under the chin. See CDC
Guidelines (CDC.gov) for washing/drying instructions.
Masks can be store-bought or homemade and must be secured to the face while covering the nose and mouth completely. Parameters fall in line with
our current handbook requirements for out of uniform days.
• Can be SPX specific, collegiate names & logos
• Can be patterned or solids
• No bandanas tied around the head where the bottom of the bandana is not secured around the chin to cover mouth (like a bandit)
• No neck gaiters
• No faces on masks (mouths, lips, tongues, face caricatures, etc.)
• No words, acronyms, phrases: political, collegiate battle-cries, pop culture, current events
• No drug or alcohol references.
• No masks with valves

LANYARDS
In an attempt to eliminate as many touch points as possible, students will begin using ID cards this year. We will have barcodes on them for the
library, Roar Store, and cafeteria. It’s possible we may have other uses in the future. Students will need to provide and use their own lanyards so
these ID cards are easily accessible. They can be purchased at any store and must be school appropriate. Advertising on lanyards which is designed to
promote the use of alcohol or other drugs or that which is of a political nature or might not be in keeping with the Christian values promoted in this
school is prohibited.

SOCIAL DISTANCING
At this time, the current class schedule and passing times will be maintained, and we are going to provide instructions to the
students in the first days of school regarding safe passage from class to class and exiting the school at the end of the day. Student
desks in classrooms will be spaced in such a way as to maximize the distance between students. All desks will face in the same
direction. Social distancing will be managed during lunch periods by staggered seating at tables in the cafeteria, gym, breezeway,
courtyard, and Young Center lobby.
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GUIDANCE ON COVID-19 AND VOCABULARY
• Fever of 100°F and above
• Body aches
• Chills/shaking
• Congestion that differs from your typical
seasonal allergies

• Coughing
• Vomiting
• Diarrhea
• Fatigue
• Loss of smell/taste

Yes,
I have symptoms

• Rash
• Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing
• Sore throat

No symptoms

Have you been in contact with
anyone who has been diagnosed with
or tested positive for COVID-19?

Stay home

Send an email to
covid@spx.org
No

Yes

Follow healthcare guidance on
self-isolation or quarantine

*Note: Regardless of where medical attention
is being received, please inform St. Pius X
Catholic High School of a positive test result
of exposure that requires quarantining by
emailing covid@spx.org as that will begin
the process of contact tracing at SPX and
monitoring a student/faculty/staff absence.

Practice social distancing
and good hygiene

Yes, indirect contact
(outside 6 feet or within
6 feet for a brief period
of time)

Yes, direct contact (within
6 feet for 15 minutes or
more)

Practice social distancing,
good hygiene, and watch for
any symptoms

It is important to define COVID-19 related terminology so you can best understand how we manage these cases and notify anyone who has come into
contact with cases.
“Case” is defined as a person who has tested positive for COVID-19.
“Contact” refers to a person who had exposure to a case while the case
was infected.
“Infected” is defined as the period during the illness or within two days
before the illness began.
“Direct contact” is defined as the following: When a person comes closer
than 6 feet to a case for at least 15 minutes, provided care at home to
the case, had direct physical contact with the case (touched, hugged, or
kissed them), shared eating or drinking utensils with the case, and/or on
whom the case sneezed, coughed, or other action which is concerning
for spreading respiratory droplets. Individuals who have come into direct
contact with the case must quarantine for 14 days.

“Proximate Exposed Contact” is defined as someone exposed to a case
who was more than 6 feet away but in the same room for an extended
period of time with the case. “Secondary Contact or Secondarily Exposed
Contact* is defined as exposure to a primarily exposed contact. Safety
measures in place include hybrid schedule of attendance for students
(1/3 student body at a time); mandated masks for all faculty, staff and
students; social distancing at all times when possible; daily temperature
taking; disinfecting of all desks between each class period during the day
and during the evening hours, and all classrooms are thoroughly sanitized
with a hydrostatic disinfecting sprayer. Because of these extensive safety
measures, we are leaving the decision of quarantining up to the families
who receive (emailed) letters of proximate exposed contact and secondary
contact or secondarily exposed contact.
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PROTOCOL FOR COVID RELATED ILLNESS
If you test positive for COVID-19 or have been exposed to a person who has been diagnosed with or tested positive for COVID-19, you should send
an email to COVID@spx.org which will automatically notify key individuals in the administration about your family situation and will start the
Archdiocesan mandated follow-up procedures.

St. Pius X is following the latest Georgia Department of Public Health Guidance, coupled with Archdiocesan guidance, regarding the Return to School
Strategy, which is determined based on a person’s health status (dated July 22, 2020).
Symptomatic persons with confirmed COVID-19 or suspected COVID-19
• Who had mild or moderate illness* and are not severely immunocompromised† can return to school or childcare after:
At least 10 days have passed since symptoms first appeared
At least 72 hours have passed since last fever without the use of fever-reducing medications and
Symptoms (e.g., cough, shortness of breath) have improved
• Who had severe to critical illness (if they were hospitalized for shortness of breath, pneumonia, low oxygen levels, respiratory failure, septic
shock, and/or multiple organ failure) * or who are severely immunocompromised† can return to school or childcare after:
At least 20 days have passed since symptoms first appeared
At least 72 hours have passed since last fever without the use of fever-reducing medications and
Symptoms (e.g., cough, shortness of breath) have improved
Asymptomatic persons with confirmed COVID-19:
• Who are not severely immunocompromised† can return to school or childcare after:
At least 10 days have passed since the positive laboratory test and the person remains asymptomatic
• Who are severely immunocompromised† can return to school or childcare after:
At least 10 days have passed since the positive laboratory test and the person remains asymptomatic
• Note, asymptomatic persons who test positive and later develop symptoms should follow the guidance for symptomatic persons above.
Asymptomatic persons who have a known exposure to a person with COVID-19 without appropriate PPE can return to school or childcare after:
• They have completed all requirements in the DPH guidance for persons exposed to COVID-19 found at https://dph.georgia.gov/contact
• Of note, if this person is tested for COVID-19 during the 14-day quarantine period, a negative test result would not change or decrease the time
a person is quarantined.
Both CDC and DPH DO NOT recommend using a test-based strategy for children or adults returning to school or childcare (2 negative tests at least
24 hours apart) after COVID-19 infection. ‡ CDC has reported prolonged PCR positive test results without evidence of infectiousness for up to 12
weeks. More information about the science behind the symptom-based strategy for discontinuing isolation can be found at: https://www.cdc.gov/
coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/strategydiscontinue-isolation.html
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RETURN TO SCHOOL WITH CONFIRMED CASE
RETURN TO SCHOOL GUIDELINES WITH CONFIRMED SARS-COV-2 (COVID 19) INFECTION
The individual will be required to quarantine for 14 days
AND …
At least three days (72 hours) have passed since recovery, defined as resolution of fever without the use of feverreducing medications
AND …
If the individual has experienced improvement in respiratory symptoms (e.g., cough, shortness of breath)
AND …
At least 10 days have passed since symptoms first appeared or since test date (if asymptomatic)
AND …
The individual has not experienced any symptoms for 72 hours
AND …
The individual has received written guidance from a medical provider or you are subject to local public health
recommendations that supersede this guidance. A doctor’s note is required.
Please note: If a household member tests positive for COVID-19, all individuals living in the household will be required to
quarantine for 14 days even if asymptomatic.
(CHOA and in line with CDC, California School Plan, modified with guidance from Infectious Disease specialist at
CHOA)

RETURN TO SCHOOL WITH GENERAL ILLNESS
RETURN TO SCHOOL GUIDELINES WITH ILLNESS:
An individual shall return to school only after:
At least 48 hours fever-free without the use of fever-reducing medications
AND …
At least 48 hours, vomit/diarrhea free without the use of medication
AND …
Individual has experienced an improvement in symptoms (e.g., runny nose, sore throat, cough)
(CHOA and in line with CDC, California School Plan, modified with guidance from Infectious Disease specialists at
CHOA)
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REOPENING PROTOCOLS

The beauty of St. Pius X is the connections each of us make with the school, creating a much-desired family environment. We have 1,114
students and 143 faculty members that all need to be protected. It will take each of us to ensure a healthy environment for everyone and to
be vigilant in adhering to consistent wellness practices. Until we have a medical breakthrough in vaccination or treatment, our planning
must allow us to address every issue. As a family, we are asking you to partner with us in keeping our school safe for everyone.

ARCHDIOCESE OF ATLANTA INFECTIOUS DISEASE POLICY
The primary responsibility for the prevention and control of infectious diseases lies with
individuals, families and public health authorities. Schools are not responsible for providing
expert infectious disease advice or treat students; this is the role of medical practitioners and
health authorities. Attendance at any school may be denied to any student reasonably suspected
of or diagnosed with a contagious or infectious disease that could make the child’s attendance
harmful to the welfare of all other students, faculty and staff. Schools reserve the right to require
a statement from the student’s primary care physician authorizing the student’s return to school.
Schools will respect all students’ privacy. Parents of other children attending the school may be
notified that their child has been exposed to a communicable or infectious disease in a manner
that avoids identifying the particular student identified with the disease to the maximum extent
appropriate in each particular circumstance.
Local school procedures will include:
Prevention techniques – hand washing education, coughing and sneezing education; hand
sanitizers in classrooms; sanitizing wipes in classrooms for computers, desks, common areas,
etc.; tissues in all rooms; sanitation procedures; and if appropriate, the mandated use of facial
masks along with social distancing.
Preparedness – Schools will comply with CDC, State Department of Health guidelines, and
directives from the Office of Catholic Schools.
Response – Schools will follow the Office of Catholic Schools policy for school closures
(Policy 5285) and directives from State and Local (County and Municipal) jurisdictions. The
Office of Catholic Schools will provide a written Reopening of Schools Plan specific to the
infectious or communicable disease present.
Recovery – Schools will publish a return to school procedure in
accordance with directives from the Office of Catholic Schools
which aligns to the Reopening of Schools Plan approved by the
Superintendent of Schools.
Students who travel to Level 3 Nonessential Travel Zones or
any location identified as a current Hot Spot for an infectious
disease by the CDC may be required to quarantine for a period
of 14-days. In the case of an identified pandemic or epidemic,
the Superintendent of Schools reserves the right to require
parents who have traveled to a Level 3 Nonessential Travel Zone
(as identified by the CDC) to self-quarantine at home for 14-days
before entering school property. This period of quarantine may
also be required of students residing in the home.
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CLOSURE OF SCHOOL BUILDINGS
The Superintendent of Schools will determine when the Catholic schools of the Archdiocese of Atlanta will be closed due to spread of infectious
diseases. Directives from state, local and health officials will inform the superintendent’s decision. Closures could be staggered in a variety of ways,
including the following:
• Shelter-in-place orders: Employees and students remain at home. Employees performing essential tasks will consult the principal to determine
a plan of action.
• Students are directed to remain home, but employees are directed to report to the school.
• Staggered schedules.
ARCHDIOCESAN POLICY ON THE CLOSING OF SCHOOLS
In the event of a natural disaster, disease outbreak or any other circumstances which, in the judgment of the Superintendent of Schools, makes it
infeasible, unsafe or otherwise imprudent to continue campus-based education, all Archdiocesan schools shall resume as soon as practical via distance
learning and/or other methods adopted and/or developed by the school administration and faculty and approved by the Office of Catholic Schools.
Due to continuing financial obligations relating to operational costs, including administrative, faculty and staff salaries, there shall be no suspension,
reduction or refund of tuition or applicable fees.
Special Considerations:
• Adjustments to school and classroom settings and procedures
• Consideration for adjusted schedules and student groupings
• Planning for various learning environments (in school, hybrid, online)
• Accommodations to protect our vulnerable students and employees
• Social/emotional support for staff, students and families
• Cleaning and disinfecting supplies and equipment
• Facility use (co-curricular and extra-curricular activities)
• Transportation
• Plan for the prevention of the spread of COVID-19:
- Social distancing
- Face coverings/masks
- Any individual seeking entrance to the school/building
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CAMPUS SAFETY UPGRADES
As the arrival of the Coronavirus became imminent, we began to take steps on campus to
protect our students. Below, please read about the preparations we continue to make to
ensure our campus is safe and clean.
• Electrostatic sprayers will be used to disinfect classrooms and shared spaces with
EPA approved, safe disinfectant on a daily basis.
• UV lights were installed in the HVAC systems of higher risk areas, like the
Donnellan Center locker rooms and weight room, to help combat bacteria and
viruses in the air. We always do routine preventative maintenance on all of our
HVAC systems, and new filters are now being installed across campus prior to our
return to school.
• Hand sanitizing stations are available at every entrance to the school, and hand
sanitizer bottles are in every classroom.
• Our cleaning crew will increase the frequency of cleaning high touch areas on
campus and restrooms in particular.
• Social distancing floor decals have been placed throughout the hallways to remind
students to spread out and to always walk on the “right” side of the hallways in order
to stay separated from those walking in the other direction.
• Masks will be worn throughout the entire day by everyone on campus.
• Teachers will have wipes for classroom desks to be cleaned throughout the day.
• Water fountains will not be accessible, except to use the bottle refill feature, which
is touchless. Please make sure that your student has a clear (non-colored), refillable,
water bottle to use during the school day. The Roar Store carries school regulation
water bottles, but a disposable Dasani bottle (for example) can work just as well.
• Classroom desks have been adjusted to the greatest social distancing extent
possible while limiting face to face interactions by having all desk/tables facing in
the same direction.
• Plexiglass has been installed in the Front Office and in the Attendance Office to
provide another layer of security when interacting with students and parents.
• As appropriate, classroom windows will be left open to provide even greater air
flow.
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IN-PERSON POPULATION (IPP)
Students returning to St. Pius X in the fall of 2020 are presented with the option to elect for an in-person educational track. Those that are considering
this option must abide by all the increased health, safety, and academic protocols established for the 2020-2021 school year.
This educational model will focus on in-person education in accordance with archdiocesan mandates and necessary safety demands. Students will be
expected to attend and participate at school in accordance with regular school rules and regulations as detailed in the SPX handbook. This includes all
health protocols for school attendance.
If in-person instruction conditions warrant a shift in capacity or attendance, St. Pius X will communicate alternate academic plans.
Expectations for In-Person Instruction
Students are required to:
• Arrive at school before 7:30 a.m. to be screened for school admittance.
• Wear appropriate SPX uniforms, including face masks, at all times.
• Be in attendance for and participate in all scheduled advisory meetings.
• Follow all hallway, locker, cafeteria, and common space protocols.
• Students and/or parents are required to respond via email to the SPX faculty or staff sender within 24 hours.
• Established deadlines for attendance, assignments, and assessments, will be strictly adhered to. No exceptions.
• Students are held accountable for all honor code requirements (as stated in the SPX handbook) for assignments, assessments, activities, and
attire.
• Students must follow all technological protocols for virtual learning, including but not limited to: appropriate attire (including white SPX polo),
digital backgrounds, and proper social media interactions.
We reserve the right to make changes to these requirements and expectations based on instructional needs and will send updates as such.

IN-PERSON PROTOCOLS
PARENT PROTOCOLS
As a family, we are asking you to partner with us in keeping our school safe for everyone by asking you to do the following:
• If your student is not feeling well, he/she must stay home.
• If your student has a fever at or above 100.0 degrees Fahrenheit, he/she MUST stay home.
• Every student that is absent or sent home due to illness will not be permitted back in school again until they have been both feverfree and fever-medication free for 48 hours.
• Contact Nurse Donna Owens if your family has traveled to a Level 3 Nonessential Travel zone or location identified as a “hot spot.”
• Report to Nurse Donna Owens if there has been a positive diagnosis of COVID-19 in the household.
• Please launder face masks and ensure your student has a clean mask daily. See CDC Guidelines (CDC.gov) for washing/drying
instructions
• Students and their families who obtain a positive COVID-19 test result or experience exposure to someone with confirmed
COVID-19 in the past 14 days are required to report to the COVID-19 Liaison, Nurse Donna Owens. In compliance with local
and state health requirements, positive COVID-19 testing results will be communicated to the appropriate health officials who will
advise further action.
STUDENT PROTOCOLS
Students will be required to wear masks at all times during the school day except while actively eating lunch.
Masks can be store-bought or homemade and must be secured to the face while covering the nose and mouth completely. Parameters
fall in line with our current handbook requirements for out of uniform days. Can be SPX specific, collegiate names & logos Can be
patterned or solids No bandanas tied around the head where the bottom of the bandana is not secured around the chin to cover mouth
(like a bandit) No neck gaiters No faces on masks (mouths, lips, tongues, face caricatures, etc.) No words, acronyms, phrases: political,
collegiate battle-cries, pop culture, current events No drug or alcohol references.
Students who are tardy must enter at the main entrance and wait for a qualified person to provide the temperature check. Therefore,
parents of non-drivers may need to stay until this process is completed.
Students will be assigned a desk alphabetically to help with contact tracing.
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FULL-TIME VIRTUAL (FTV)

Students enrolled in St. Pius X in the fall of 2020 may choose a fully virtual educational track.
To enroll in the virtual option, students must have the technological capabilities to be an active
participant in all eight class periods each day as required by the teacher.
This educational model will be a mix of synchronous and asynchronous instruction. Every day is
different in the classroom, and student instruction will vary between sections, days, teachers, and
periods. Students are required to participate in a full SPX bell schedule day as required by each
teacher’s instructions.

Expectations for Full-Time Virtual Instruction
Students are required to:
• Submit virtual attendance via the PSL Google Form for FTV students by 8:00 am each
morning.
• Be present and available for every class period’s requirements as listed on the instructor’s
PSL page.
• Be in attendance for and participate in all scheduled advisory meetings.
• Students and/or parents are required to respond via email to the SPX faculty or staff
sender within 24 hours.
• Be accessible via technology during lunch periods for communication/participation with
counseling, campus ministry, administration, and other teachers.
• Student assignments must be submitted at the start of the scheduled class period.
• Adhere to established deadlines for attendance, assignments, and assessments.. No
exceptions.
• Uphold all honor code requirements (as stated in the SPX handbook and virtual
handbook) for assignments, assessments, activities, and attire.
• Follow all technological protocols for virtual learning, including but not
limited to: appropriate attire (white SPX polo, appropriate hairstyle, and clean
shaven face), fully visible face and name on Zoom or other platforms, digital
backgrounds, and proper social media interactions.
We reserve the right to make changes to these requirements and expectations
based on instructional needs and will send updates as such.
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CAFETERIA AND LUNCH PLANS
In the cafeteria, SAGE joins us for our fifth year and they have done an incredible job to prepare for
safe lunches. The following methods will be used in the cafeteria to provide a safe and healthy dining
experience:
• All items will be prepackaged
• Students will still be able to have hot lunches in addition to grab-and-go sandwiches or salads.
• Access into the kitchen will be carefully monitored, with everyone abiding by safe distancing
protocols.
• Students will now be able to show their ID with a barcode to scan for payment, eliminating the need
to touch the cashier’s keypad.
• All food stations will be thoroughly cleaned after each group has made its way through the kitchen.
• In order to meet social-distancing requirements, the number of tables in the cafeteria will be reduced
and students will be seated in a staggered fashion.
• The gym, front plaza, Young Center lobby, and the Senior Courtyard will also be areas where
students can safely eat. We expect that the students will self-select seating areas to allow for
appropriate distancing for eating and socializing at lunch. These areas will be monitored throughout
all lunches.
• Bottled beverages will include, Coke, Diet Coke, Sprite, Powerade, Vitamin Water, Core Power,
Dunkin Donut Coffee, Gold Peak Tea. Ice cream, freshly baked cookies and snacks will be available as
well.
• All lunch menus will be available in advance on The Sage Dining App and on the
school website spx.org/sage.
For more information from SAGE and to view their document “SAGES’S Approach to Safe Dining Service,”
please visit www.spx.org/sage.

ROAR STORE PROTOCOL

In an effort to maintain social distancing, the Roar Store has some changes for the year.
• There will be a limit of five shoppers at any given time
• Face masks are required
• Use hand sanitizer from station at entrance of store upon entry
• Shopping for parents and visitors will be by appointment only. Please call the store at 404-6363023 ext. 242 or email sking@spx.org.
• Temperatures will be taken at the Roar Store door
HOURS OF OPERATION
Monday - Thurs: 7:45 a.m. - 3:45 p.m.
Closed for lunch 7th period
Friday: 8:30 a.m. - 3:45 p.m.
Closed for lunch 7th period

• Students will only be allowed in the Roar Store prior to school, during lunch periods (4th, 5th
and 6th), and after school. If they need school supplies, they will have to them during those
times.
• The Roar Store will have disposable masks available. Cloth masks with the Pius logo will be for
sale in September.
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CAMPUS MINISTRY
Campus Ministry will still be conducting events and opportunities for our student body throughout the semester, but is actively reevaluating and adjusting the way we serve and interact with the community based on the evolving nature of the COVID-19 pandemic.
Chapel Expectations
In order to accommodate the rapidly changing safety needs for our community,
a new daily Mass schedule will be implemented to allow as many participants as
possible at different times of the day, affording people with different schedules
an opportunity to participate in the liturgy during the week. Daily Mass
times will be updated via eSpiritus and social media. Social distancing will
be practiced inside the chapel for those wishing to spend time in prayer. The
chapel will continue to be open, but will only accommodate a limited number
of visitors. Face masks, hand sanitizing, and social distancing will be required at
all times.
All-School Mass
All-School Masses will be conducted virtually until further notice, with
communion available to those on campus respecting the most up-todate schedule. Links will be sent to the community at large to participate.
All sacraments, liturgies etc. will adhere to the Archdiocesan Task Force
recommendations but will be specifically structured by the Campus Ministry
Team. To emphasize our patron St. Pius X’s vision to allow young people to
receive communion, we are developing a plan to make communion available to
those who will be present on campus during these Mass days.
Class Pilgrimages
Student class pilgrimages will be under review as social distancing guidelines
and restrictions evolve. There is currently no freshmen pilgrimage planned for
September 2020. We are evaluating an opportunity for the spring semester. The
other class pilgrimages will be reviewed in the coming weeks.
Bible Study
Bible Study will be conducted virtually on Thursdays at 3:30pm. Information
about how to join will be sent to the student body via PowerSchool Learning,
and reminders will be available via social media.
Retreats
The annual Girls Retreat has been canceled for October, but the Domini Sumus
retreat is still tentatively planned for February 2021.
Works of Mercy Program
Campus Ministry is aware that many opportunities for service have been
drastically unavailable, postponed, or met with extreme accommodations. As
of right now, we are actively looking at changing the requirement for service
for the fall semester to respond to our families’ inability to participate in many
service projects they normally enjoy. More information about the number of
projects required for the school year and the fall semester will come out in the
first weeks of school via eSpiritus, PowerSchool Learning, and social media. If
any service projects were completed between May 5th-August 1st, 2020, those
projects need to be turned in to Campus Ministry by September 1st, 2020.
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ASSUMPTION OF RISK RELATING TO COVID-19
The novel coronavirus, COVID-19, has been declared a worldwide pandemic by the World Health Organization. COVID-19 is extremely contagious
and is believed to spread mainly from person to person through respiratory droplets when an infected individual coughs, sneezes or speaks. As
a result, government agencies at all levels and federal, state and local health agencies recommend social distancing and have placed limits on the
congregation of groups of individuals.
St. Pius X Catholic High School has put preventative measures in place to reduce the spread of COVID-19; however, the school cannot guarantee that
you or your child(ren) will not become infected with COVID-19. Further, attending activities on the campus of St. Pius X Catholic High School could
increase your risk and that of your children for contracting COVID-19.
While St. Pius X will make all reasonable efforts to lower the risk of COVID-19 exposure and spread at school, the school is unable to provide any
guarantee that students or their families will not be exposed to or infected by COVID-19. By enrolling your child(ren) in and attending school, you
acknowledge the contagious nature of COVID-19 and voluntarily assume the risk that you, your child(ren) and or other family members may be
exposed to or infected by COVID-19.
It is expected that students and other school family members will follow the preventative measures and guidelines implemented at St. Pius X including
not coming to the school premises if demonstrating any signs or symptoms of COVID-19.

QUESTIONS?
As a reminder, if you have any questions, please visit our Back to School page, www.spx.org/backtoschool for the most current information or email
questions@spx.org.
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