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Seniors achieve Eagle Scout, Gold Scout recognition
WELDON KOLKER
Staff Writer
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The Boy Scouts and Girl
Scouts have both been in existence for over 100 years, and
they each have prestigious histories marked with distinguished
accomplishments. Two such
accomplishments are achieving
the rank of Eagle Scout (Boy
Scouts) and earning a Gold
Award (Girl Scouts), something
that St. Pius X seniors Riley
Heneghan, Nick Pittman, Riley
Luckmann and Sarah Tyner did
this year.
The road to receiving such
recognition is long and intensive. For Heneghan and Pittman, before they even began
working towards the rank of
Eagle Scout, they had to be an
active participant in their troop
and have earned a total of 21
merit badges. They were then
required to begin planning a
project that benefits a religious
institution, school or some aspect of their community.
After filling out a proposal
packet with several ideas and
seeking guidance from a scout
leader, they settled on one project and presented the plan for
approval to their scoutmaster
and other important community members, such as the mayor
or a city council member.
“The purpose of having all
these approval meetings is to
make sure you meet all the requirements to actually get your
Eagle,” said Heneghan, who
earned his Eagle Scout on January 21.
For his project, Heneghan
refurbished and put two new
benches in an outdoor classroom in Brook Run Park.
“I would always walk the
back trails of the park with some
friends during the weekend,”
he said when explaining how he
came up with his project idea.
“One day, we found the classroom that another scout had
built a couple of years ago, and I
decided to take the opportunity
to renew it.”
Pittman earned his Eagle
Scout on May 3. He’s been a
Boy Scout since the first grade,
and like Heneghan, his project
worked on improving an area
that would benefit the larger
community.
“I built six large museumquality display cases for a nature

reserve and heritage center using special materials that protect
the artifacts inside,” Pittman
said.
After heritage center employees showed him the shabby
cases that a previous scout had
made several years ago and the
unforeseen damage it had done
to the artifacts, he was immediately inspired to improve the
existing structure.
“The materials the last person had used are made with
chemicals that stain and degrade artifacts, especially cloth
and paper ones,” Pittman said.
“I knew that I could do a better job and make the cases with
the correct special materials so
the artifacts can remain clean of
damaging chemicals.”
In addition to improving the
cases themselves, Pittman added
UV filtering plexiglass that protects items from sun damage.
For Girl Scouts looking to
earn a Gold Award, the process
is equally rigorous and timeconsuming. For a Girl Scout to
be eligible for the award, she
must be actively involved in
her troop and have completed
at least two journeys, which is
when a troop identifies a problem in the world and creates a
solution that makes a positive
difference. Girl Scouts are also
required to create a take-action
project and make it sustainable.
One key aspect of the Gold
Award project is that it must be
sustainable. Candidates fill out a
proposal packet and go through
an interview process to get their
action plan approved. They can
then begin their project, and
upon completion they submit
a final report that their project advisor and the Girl Scout
Board must approve.
Tyner, who has been a Girl
Scout since kindergarten and
earned her award in February,
said she wanted to challenge
herself when taking on her first
individual project without the
help of other troop members.
Unlike Heneghan and Pittman, Tyner didn’t build or create anything. She instead started
an initiative to spread awareness
about the effects of technology
on children.
“My mission was to provide
information to parents of young
children about the emerging
continued on pg. 5

Senior Riley Luckmann poses with Atlanta Girl Scout CEO
Amy Dosik. Luckmann was one of four St. Pius students
who received the highest honor from the Scouts of America
this year. Photo courtesy of Riley Luckmann

Google inspires hands-on
learning in the classroom
MEGAN MITTELHAMMER
Editor-in-Chief

It’s difficult to make class
exciting. Most teachers will
claim it takes grueling hours
and countless brainstorming
sessions to come up with the
perfect lesson plan that incorporates just enough independence and creativity to actively
engage students and cultivate a
desire to learn.
In social studies teacher Mr.
Ellis Thomas’ AP Human Geography course, students are
applying their knowledge from
class in the form of a creative
and technologically-advanced
project that also showcases
their community.
Using Google virtual reality
(VR) programming, the students must develop their own
tour experience of a popular
Atlanta area, complete with a
brief history, personal anecdote and review, by shooting a
360 degree image.
Instructional
Technology Coordinator Dr. Marian
Rosenberg stumbled upon the
idea for the project on social
media.
“I think I first heard about
the Build Your Own Expeditions Beta from one of the
EdTech people I follow on
Twitter,” she explained. “I
immediately filled out the ap-

plication because I wanted to
make sure we got our name in
quickly! I knew I would be able
to find a teacher who would be
interested in doing this with his
or her students.”
“We’ve already participated in two pilot programs with
Google - the Google Expeditions VR Pioneer Program
and the Google Expeditions
AR (augmented reality) Pioneer Program,” Dr. Rosenberg
stated. “Because my job focuses
on educational technology and
innovation, I’m always keeping
my eyes open for opportunities for St. Pius X students and
teachers to participate in programs like this.”
That interested teacher just
happened to be Mr. Thomas,
who has utilized the Google
presentations at St. Pius for his
classes in the past. He thought
this project would be a great
way to help his students understand and apply the material
they have covered this year.
“Up until recently, teachers couldn’t actually create the
VR expeditions,” Mr. Thomas
explained. “Now, they’re allowing teachers and even students to make these expeditions. This project is really
about Google piloting or doing
a beta program of seeing how
continued on pg. 4
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What We Think... The 2017-18 school year was... interesting
Well folks, the 2017-2018
school year is coming to an end.
Although each year seems to go
by faster than the last, this one
seemed to slip from our grasp a
bit more quickly than most.
Whether the year was overall
painful or pleasurable for you,
here is our chance to reminisce
together.
As summer 2k17 came to an
end, students and teachers returned to school in August with
the country buzzing about two
things: the Super Fight between
Conor McGregor and Floyd
Mayweather and the upcoming
solar eclipse. In my opinion, neither of these things lived up to
the hype. The ref called the fight
in round 10 when McGregor
failed to defend himself, which
is the least interesting way for a
fight to end, and the sky in Atlanta stayed bright during the
entire eclipse.
“The week of the fight and
the eclipse was a great week,”
said senior Jackson Doyle. “Senior year had just started, school
was easy and everything was just
pretty chill.”
September came in with
guns blazing. Hurricane Harvey
flooded almost the entire city of
Houston and Hurricane Irma
put the entire east coast out of

power. Usually St. Pius reserves
its built-in weather days for snow,
but this year we had to knock off
three days before we reached the
second month of school, thanks
to little miss Irma. Although
some students enjoyed the days
off, other students found themselves without power for the better part of a week.
“I couldn’t do anything,” said
sophomore Spencer Boykin.
“Usually on days like that I could
at least watch Netflix or something, but those days were just
annoying.”
When the rains finally
stopped and hurricane season
died down, a different type of
storm began sweeping the nation. Of course, I am speaking
of the storm on a small island
where Fortnite is played.
What started as just a small
cult following of Fortnite players
spread to almost every adolescent boy in the country. Players
“drop” onto an island with 99
other players from around the
world and then battle out in either solo, duos, or squads mode.
Something about the Hunger
Games meets Call of Duty layout
drove gamers crazy. By December, Fortnite shattered the record for most played Xbox and
PS4 game in the world.

T r u e
Atlanta
residents
will be able
to picture
this scene
with ease.
Imagine
SARAH VAN DUSER standing in
Staff Writer
a crowded
stadium on a hot summer day,
surrounded by 41,000 of your
fellow (sweaty) Braves fans and
feeling your right elbow begin
to cramp from doing the Tomahawk Chop for minutes on end
as you desperately await the
baseball-shaped Braves’ mascot,
Homer the Brave, to run onto
the field waving and throwing
out free t-shirts.
This year, however, your
daydream suddenly spirals into
a nightmare as Homer, the classic, friendly-faced baseball-head
mascot of 29 years, is replaced
by a giant, fuzzy, horn-eared
creature clothed only by a baseball jersey.
When you wake up, your
heart sinks and terror sets in
as you realize this nightmare is
actually reality. For reasons unknown to most of Braves country, the team retired Homer
this offseason and replaced him
with a terrible character with an

equally terrible name.
This new Atlanta Braves
mascot, Blooper, must go.
For starters, baseball fans
across the country have lashed
out about the similarities Blooper shares with the Philadelphia
Phillies mascot. While, in comparison to Blooper, the Phillie
Phanatic is slightly fatter, fuzzier
and has fur the color of grass instead of sand, they still share a
striking resemblance.
My question is, out of all of
the other MLB mascots to copy,
why would the Braves’ decisionmakers choose to imitate one
that bears no association to the
sport of baseball?
Second, does Blooper even
belong to a legitimate species? Is
he made-up? For all we know,
there might be a Blooper lookalike running around the Atlanta Zoo, getting his feelings hurt
for being the victim of identity
theft.
Senior Kate Beckwith asked
the question we’ve all been
thinking: “Does he even have
anything to do with the Braves?”
Good question, Kate. At least
the New York Mets, represented by Mr. Met, a giant baseball
head placed on a human body,
and the Miami Marlins’ mascot,
a giant marlin, both actually

“I do not think that any other
game in history has contributed
so much to falling grades, free
time consumption and flooding of social media comments
as Fortnite has in the last eight
months,” claimed senior Finn
McCurdy. “It’s pretty amazing
actually”
Finally we reached the end of
2017, and I am sure many people were happy to wave goodbye to that crazy year. However,
2018 really made me mad at the
beginning with the stupid freezing weather.
The Weather Channel reported in January that it was so
cold that “dead sharks are washing up on shore.” Aside from
this fact, the beginning of 2018
brought a buzz around the entire state with the University of
Georgia playing for the College
Football National Championship
against Alabama.
UGA fans were very confident
going into the game, especially
after winning the SEC Championship by 21 points against Auburn, and beating Oklahoma in
the Rose Bowl.
Unfortunately, UGA fans suffered a case of 2017 Super Bowl
deja vu when the Dogs blew the
lead they had at halftime to end
up losing in overtime.

“We were making great plays,
we had just sacked Tagovailoa
and my hopes were high” said
senior Daniel McKenzie. “The
next thing I knew, in the blink
of an eye, he threw a 40-yard
touchdown pass to win it. I was
crushed.”
Meanwhile, back at St. Pius,
the boys’ basketball team was
tearing up the court.
The boys finished their regular season with 18 wins and won
the region championship for the
second year in a row. Crowds
seemed to get bigger with every
game, even games well over two
hours away. Schools all around
the state again turned to our
team asking, “Who are those
guys?”
Unfortunately, the Golden
Lions lost in the state finals, but
they still earned a banner for the
gym and strengthened St. Pius’
reputation as one of the strongest basketball programs in the
state.
It’s safe to say that this year
has been a bit crazier than most.
There have been good times and
bad, but overall we’ll remember
it as an exciting year both on and
off campus that will never be
forgotten. The 2018-2019 year
draws near. Who knows what the
future holds?

Atlanta Braves’ new mascot is a blooper

Not surprisingly, MSN recently ranked Blooper the worst
MLB mascot. With a face like that, it’s easy to see why.
Photo courtesy of msn.com
make sense.
Defensively speaking, the
word blooper refers to missing a
ball or making a throwing error.
Offensively, a blooper is technically a hit that serves no purpose other than gaining an out
against the team at bat.
The third (but not any less
important) point is that without
his extra large custom made
Braves jersey, Blooper would
bear no association with any
level of baseball team, much less
one with an MLB status. Being
a six-foot tall, strange looking
teddy bear does not inspire people to take a picture with him as
he passes through the stands,
regardless of his seemingly in-

nocent demeanor.
In his excellent 29 years of
service, Homer was able to steal
the attention of everyone in the
stadium and persuade them
into yelling and screaming for
their favorite team. I’m afraid,
however, that Blooper won’t
be able to produce the same effect on the fans because we just
can’t take him seriously. I would
much rather have no mascot
than one that can’t do his job.
Blooper, however huggable
and cute he may seem to an average passerby, doesn’t deserve
to be the mascot for the Atlanta
Braves. Hopefully, his presence
on the team is as much of a mistake as his name implies.
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Students should learn to anticipate high college price tag
C o l lege is expensive-there’s
no doubt
about
it.
When first
looking at
MEGAN MITTELHAMMER c o l l e g e s ,
Staff Writer
price was
always the least of my concerns.
I didn’t understand what
the ‘board’ in “room and
board” meant, so I ignored
it; the FAFSA application, student loan plans and grant and
scholarship opportunities that
college admission counselors
discussed in their presentations honestly confused me
and put me to sleep.
I wish I would have known
about these factors in the early
stages of my college decision
process. Now, after grasping
the idea that my parents and
I will spend thousands of dollars per year for four years to
pay for my college education, I
believe the price tag on college
has become extremely outrageous over the years.
According to 2016 reports
from The College Board, tuition and fees are escalating at
a rapid rate, so much so that financial aid and family income
can’t feasibly cover the costs.
“I really do think college tuition is expensive,” senior Julia
Fleischer said. “I think that the
cost of college has far exceeded now what most graduates
make in the first 5-10 years
of their careers, and I think
that dichotomy between tuition and salary places a huge,
and quite frankly, unnecessary burden on young adults,
which doesn’t seem quite fair
because we’re just trying to
further our educations and
work in fields we love.”
Some people attribute this
rise to state lawmakers and
major tax cuts, however, The
Washington Post reported on
two studies in 2017 that claim
the increase in college tuition
is in fact not drastically affected by state tax cuts. So what,
or who, is to blame?
“I don’t know if there’s anyone specific to blame, per say,”
Fleischer stated. “I think a lot
of it has to do with a growing
capitalistic perception and
how capitalism itself has affected the world of education,
in that education is no longer
an unnecessary service, but
a required good, so colleges,
much like businesses with monopolies, can charge whatever
they want because they know
people will pay.”

Coupled with room and
board, books, meal plans and
extra fees, one of the most
prominent causes of the irrational tuition cost is the demand for college.
“I think it’s a mixture of
rising college attendance,
probably inflation and school
boards raising prices as college attendance becomes
more ‘in demand’ every
year,” junior Delaney Moody
stated.
“People are always going
to be willing to give everything they have in order to
try and ensure they can make
a living,” she continued. “If
anything, it will just separate
the gap between upper and
lower classes even more.”
And while schools continue to raise prices, they don’t
provide enough accessible
material to help prospective
students understand why
these prices are increasing
and how they can feasibly pay
for their education.
All of the students I interviewed claimed they barely had any idea about the
FAFSA (Free Application for
Federal Student Aid), a form
high school seniors electronically complete and submit in
order for the government to
determine your family’s estimated family income (EFC).
This EFC will then be sent to
all the colleges you apply to,
and will determine how much
money they may give you,
in the form of scholarships,
grants, work study and two
different types of loans, subsidized and unsubsidized.
Colleges can grant one,
both or no loans. The difference between them is that the
college you attend will pay
the interest on the subsidized
loan until 6 months after you
graduate. With an unsubsidized loan, you will start paying interest as soon as your
first year of college
Some claim that attending an in-state school will
resolve the problem of worrying about and paying for
unnecessarily lofty college
rates. By receiving HOPE
and Zell-Miller-- scholarships
that cover most or all tuition,
respectively, for in-state students with qualifying GPAs-can almost eliminate the burden of the added expenses
that arise on top of mounting
tuition fees.
Even though schools like
the University of Georgia,
Georgia
Southern,
Kennesaw State University and
any number of Georgia col-

leges seem like no-brainer financial decisions for students
and their parents, others have
discovered they want to travel
farther away from home and
experience college life without
30-something of their former
high school classmates.
“I just didn’t see myself at
UGA,” senior Ansley Reese
said. “Even though you can’t
beat the price, it wasn’t for
me.”
I think it’s important for
students to sit down with their
parents to discuss the cost of
college, and what’s financially feasible for their families.
While major, size, location, activities and programs offered
at schools are key factors in
decision making, cost should
also be included in students’
decision-making process.
“At first I didn’t look at the
price, but now that I’ve narrowed stuff down I acknowledge that some colleges might

not be an option if I don’t
choose a career that will allow
me to make enough money
to effectively pay off all those
loans,” Moody confessed.
If your parents are just
as in the dark as you, a great
resource for all your college
questions is the counseling department.
“The SPX Counseling Department always advises our
students to have open and
frank conversations with their
parents regarding college
costs and what they can afford,” counselor Mrs. Arline
Umpierre said. “Additionally,
students should evaluate all
options available through the
colleges as well as the government.”
Unfortunately, there is no
silver lining waiting to emerge
for this problem. The price of
college will most likely continue to rise as more young
adults decide to attend school

for another four years.
“I feel the benefits of college do outweigh the costs, as
it is ultimately an investment
in [your] future. However, I
do believe that many students
will continue to evaluate what
colleges to attend depending
on the financial strain it may
place on their family,” Mrs.
Umpierre said.
Even if the higher education process seems like it’s taking most of your money, the
fact is it is extremely necessary
for people to receive a collegelevel education in order to
earn higher-paying jobs.
“I think college tuition is
very, very expensive,” Reese
stated. “If our country wants
young people to be educated
in order to make a good future for our country, they
shouldn’t make it so hard for
us to pay for that education
that will help our nation’s future.”

Silence no longer an option

Teenage voices help lead the charge to end gun violence
G u n
violence is
the most
important
h u m a n
rights issue
our
generation will
WITT HOLLENSBE ever have
& ROSE BREWSTER to
deal
Staff Writers
w i t h .
Whether you support the
NRA or want to completely
ban guns altogether, gun
violence affects us personally because it’s happening
in a place where we spend
10 months out of the year:
school classrooms.
Like most of you, we
weren’t even born when students Dylan Klebold and Eric
Harris murdered 13 of their
classmates in the 1999 Columbine shooting. We were
born into a world where
technology, terrorism and
yes, school shootings, were
normalized.
It’s our reality.
Regardless of your stance
on gun control, leaving it up
to the adults isn’t an option
anymore.
Just as healthcare and tax
reform will most directly affect our parents and grandparents, gun reform will immediately impact us more
than any politician, lobbyist
or businessman, so the fact
that teenagers have recently

become the most outspoken
advocates who have taken
up the torch for gun violence
reform makes perfect sense
and shouldn’t surprise anyone,
No matter what side of the
fence you fall on, the numbers can’t be ignored. The
Washington Post found that
since 1999, at least 130 kids,
educators, staff and family
members have been killed in
assaults during school hours,
and another 254 have been
injured.
And while the nation’s students and teachers face the
threat of violence, our policymakers have failed, precisely because their constituents, the people who are old
enough to elect them, have
failed themselves.
Up until now, fixing gun
violence hasn’t taken center
stage because one key factor
has been absent or rather
overlooked: teenage voices.
Finally entering ourselves
into the equation has given
our country a fighting chance
to break away from this pattern of passivity.
On March 24, we took center stage and helped organize
and participate in March for
our Lives, a protest to show
our passion for ending gun
violence in schools. Motivated by the shooting on February 14 at Marjory Stoneman
High School that left 17 stu-

dents and teachers dead, we
used our voices to let America, especially our lawmakers,
know that enough is enough.
While political and social
protests are nothing new,
this one is different because
it’s fueled by impassioned
teenagers who are determined to make a difference
and pledge that we won’t
stop until significant changes are made to help protect
ourselves at school, a place
where we should feel safe
and secure
This student movements
evokes the anti-war movement during the Vietnam
War, where college students
protested the draft. Like us
with gun violence in schools,
the issue directly impacted
young men who could be
conscripted into a war from
which they likely wouldn’t
return.
Also like the Vietnam War,
gun reform is an incredibly
polarizing issue, but regardless of your personal feelings
about solutions to the growing problem, we can’t turn
our backs and look away. We
all have a responsibility to
take part in the discussion.
You can use your voice to demand changes like increased
gun control, or you can use
your voice to fight against
those reforms and advocate
for different ideas, but silence is no longer an option.
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AP Human Geography virtual reality project (contd. from pg. 1)
teacher/student-created
expeditions are to see if it’s
something they should roll
out to everybody.”
“What Google wants students and classes to create
through this program is to
express a love for where you
live. So, it’s pretty applicable
to human geography because
we have a unit on cities and
urban geography that were in
the middle of right now,” Mr.
Thomas said.
Mr. Thomas’ previous
involvement in the VR/AR
presentations and his unique
AP course made him and his
students the perfect group to
participate in Google’s #lovewhereyoulive project.
“When I finally got a response from my initial application letting me know
that Google was interested
in working with us, they requested more information,”
Dr. Rosenberg explained.
“At this point, I approached Mr. Thomas and
Mrs. Sowers with the idea
because they had both taken
their students on Google Expeditions virtual tours in the
past. In the end, the timing
and theme turned out to be
a perfect fit for a project Mr.
Thomas was planning for his
class,” she said.
The guidelines for the

project are simple and cater
to the AP Human Geography
course. The class itself focuses
on discovering connections
between countries and societies over the course of history
through broad subjects including environmental studies, business, linguistics, medicine and health, economics,
religion, psychology, biology
and political science. The students then take this one step
further by examining these
subjects through a geographical lense and determining
their impacts on the world in
the past, present and future.
“We have different units,”
Mr. Thomas explained, “so
we have a unit that focused
on population growth and
decline, a unit that studies the
migration of people, a unit
that studies religion, a unit for
linguistics, a unit for geopolitics and one for agriculture.
And obviously, we try to link it
to Atlanta whenever we can,”
he said.
“For this project, [groups
of students] have chosen a
location to focus on. Some of
the locations were The Beltline, Little 5 Points, Piedmont Park, the Jackson Street
Bridge and other fun Atlanta
stuff. What they are going to
do is go shoot a 360 image
using a special camera that

captures the scene all the way
around. Basically the same
thing as what these professional Google expeditions use,
and they’ll pick out points of
interest from the scene to tell
a story about, or tell the history of that area, so whoever’s
looking at the expedition can
kind of learn about that particular location,” Mr. Thomas
described.
Dr. Rosenberg is excited
to allow St. Pius students to
creatively collaborate with
Google and its advancing software.
“I’ve done lots of the
Google expeditions and used
other virtual reality apps as
well,” she said. “The school
has a class set of viewers that
can be used with students’
phones. Several teachers participated in the VR pioneer
program a couple of years
ago and many have also used
VR with students in the classroom. Prior to signing up for
this new program, I requested that the library purchase a
Ricoh Theta 360 camera for
students and teachers to use
to create their own VR images. I’ve used the school’s
360 cameras myself to take
panoramas in the chapel,
gym, and other places to get a
good handle on how it works
so that I could introduce it to

Thank you for your dedication and service to
St. Pius X! You will be greatly missed, but we
wish you luck in the next chapter of your lives.

teachers and students.”
Dr. Rosenberg is also hopeful of the project’s success and
looks forward to implementing similar activities in other
classrooms throughout the
school.
“This project that Mr
Thomas’ class is doing will
be the first time anyone at St.
Pius has created their own
Google Expeditions VR tour.
I think both VR and AR technology have lots of potential
for educational uses. It definitely gives you a different

perspective to experience a
scene or object-- very different from merely looking at
a picture in a book or even
watching a video,” she said.
“Everyone seems to like
the idea of it,” Mr. Thomas
said. “it’s kind of a collaborative project, where students
are working with a partner
and they go shoot together,
and work on the storyboard
together, and create that story of whatever their location
happens to be. I think they’ll
do a good job.”

Mr. Cook’s American history class participates in an augmented reality pioneer program from Google Expeditions.
Mr. Thomas’ AP Human Geography students are conducting a similar end of the year project using Google Expedition software. Staff photo

Worried about getting
bored this summer?
Here are some fun and
helpful Internet tips to
keep you occupied
and entertained.
Are you reading a book by the pool or

Mrs. Barnett

Ms. Kane

Mr. Mendez

watching a movie about dogs? Visit the
website Doesthedogdie.com, type in the
name of your book or movie and find out
if you’ll end up in tears.

Looking for ways to make life easier?

Follow @4lifehacks on Twitter for quickfix solutions to any problem life throws
your way, like removing sticky gum or
curing insomnia.

Have a headache? Eat 10-12 almonds; it’s
Mrs. Page

Ms. Roy

Mr. Turner

equivalent to taking two aspirin. Isn’t that
nuts?

news

Golden Lines

5
May 4, 2018
Say bonjour to French IV’s newest student
BRENNAN QUINN
Staff Writer

Have you ever wondered
what kind of student your
teacher was in high school?
Were they the smartest in
the class? Were they the kid
who constantly asked annoying questions and reminded
the teacher to collect the
previous night’s homework?
Could you see them as, dare
you imagine it, the class
clown?
Students in Ms. Carrie
Stockard’s French IV Honors class get to experience
just what kind of student a
certain St. Pius X teacher is
on a daily basis.
Despite having completed
over 16 years of school and
earning a PhD of historical
studies in religion at Emory
University, theology teacher
Dr. Liberty Hall is back in the
classroom, but this time she’s
on the opposite side of the
desk.
Dr. Hall enrolled in the
first period French class this
year and is thoroughly enjoying the experience.
“I love the students in my
class!” Dr. Hall exclaimed.
“It’s so much fun to share
a learning experience with
these students. It makes me
feel more connected to all of
my students, because I feel
like we’re participating together,” she said.

Dr. Hall’s desire to take
the French class began after
she enrolled her daughter in
a French language immersion track at her school, the
GLOBE Academy, which focuses on allowing students to
learn multiple languages.
“I really think that the
opportunity to work toward
bilingualism is very important. I started taking French
in fifth grade all the way
through twelfth grade,” Dr.
Hall said.
Dr. Hall has studied
a number of languages
throughout high school and
college, including Latin, Russian, German and Sanskrit.
While she knows French, she
wanted to refresh her skills in
order to better communicate
with her daughter and help
her practice the language at
home.
“I wanted my daughter to
go into an immersion program. I highly value bilingualism and it is uber important to me,” said Hall. “What
I am doing with my daughter
is speaking on a daily basis
and I wanted the everyday
exposure.”
Dr. Hall sits at a desk just
like all of the other students
in the class. She participates,
turns in homework, takes
test and quizzes and generally does what she is told. She
sits near senior Mary Hays,

Junior Maddie Houck and
sophomore Josie Bauer.
“She is so much fun. I
truly see her as my friend
because I have never had
her as my teacher. We kinda
just ball out,” said Hays. “We
like to gossip, and she’s really
good at French.”
As a teacher and a student,
Dr. Hall has a unique situation in trying to juggle work,
school and raising a family.
“Is is difficult to juggle my
responsibilities. I sometimes
miss class because of professional responsibilities that
I have at school. I have also
never received any detentions for lateness,” said Hall.
Although Dr. Hall has
proven to be a stellar student, she admits there have
been some slip ups that are
typical of any high school
student.
She told her theology students that one day she had to
skip the beginning of French
class in order to cover for
an absent teacher. As she
subbed, she admitted to the
students that she was just trying to make some extra time
to finish her French homework from the night before.
It’s evident that Dr. Hall is
truly re-experiencing the
pains of being a high schooler who must complete homework whenever possible just
to avoid receiving a zero in

Congratulations to our
newspaper staff seniors!
ROSE BREWSTER
University of Loyola
at Chicago

JACKIE COMERFORD
Georgia Southern
University

WILL GALVIN
James Madison
University
LUCY GRAHAM
Kennesaw State
University

JILL GILBERT
Georgia Southern
University

WELDON KOLKER
University of Georgia

MEGAN MITTELHAMMER
University of Georgia

TAYLOR CORLEY
Berry College

RILEY LUCKMANN
Furman University

BRENNAN QUINN
Georgia State University

“May your hats fly as
high as your dreams”

Dr. Hall sits in the back of Ms. Stockard’s first period French
IV Honors class. She enjoys learning the language and getting to know her classmates. Staff photo
the gradebook.
Next year, Dr. Hall would
like to take the AP French
course taught by Mrs. Liliana Hagiopol to advance her
already-superior knowledge
of the language. Similar to
this year, she would take the

class during one of her free
periods.
Even though Dr. Hall received a 91 on her last test
and was upset she did not
meet her high standards of a
97 or above, she will always
succeed in her endeavors.

Scout achievements
(contd. from pg. 1)

effects of technology and the
importance of playtime and
early child development,” Tyner
said. “Additionally, I wanted to
provide ideas for activities that
helped children learn, grow,
and develop a curiosity of the
world they live in ecologically,
culturally and technologically.”
Starting over spring break
of her junior year and lasting
the next several months, she
partnered with preschools, a
toy store and a flower shop,
reaching over 250 people. She
hosted a Screen Free Week for
her community, hosted two craft
events at the toy store and spoke
to preschool parents about ways
they can help prevent a dependence on technology.
Fulfilling the project’s requirements of sustainability,
Tyner said she hoped that “parents would be inspired to make
childhood an adventure with
their families and explore and
experience the world around
them while working to develop
their child’s creativity, imagination, communication, problem
solving, and executive function
skills.”
Luckmann also earned her
Gold Award in February. She
completed her project last
spring break while participating in the school’s mission trip
to Nicaragua. Her goal was to
teach children the importance

of cleanliness and hygiene in order to help prevent sickness in
the community, and she did an
activity with the children in the
orphanage to demonstrate how
to properly wash their hands.
“I poured a flour-like substance on the children’s hands
to represent germs and had
them wash them with just water,” Luckmann explained.
“After they did that, I shined a
LED flashlight on their hands,
which made the substance light
up, showing the orphans that
the germs were still there. Then
I had them scrub their hands
with soap and water, and when
I shined the flashlight again, all
the substance was gone.”
A Girl Scout since kindergarten, Luckmann said she was inspired to do her project because
she “knew hygiene in Third
World countries is minimal, and
it ends up killing thousands of
children every year. I knew I
could help when I went on my
mission trip to Nicaragua, so
that’s exactly what I decided to
do.”
Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts
do so much more for the community than selling popcorn or
Thin Mints. Many, including
four of our very own students,
have worked hard to earn prestigious honors in their troops,
and, more importantly, make a
lasting difference in the world.

centerspread
Golden Lines
May 4, 2018

6

Future Predictions

Charlie Albert- Most likely
to be the designated dad to
bring orange slices to his kids’
soccer games
Winston Andrews- Most likely
to build a zoo for his cats
and have it destroyed by Dr.
Doofenshmirtz
Will Arnold- Most likely to
go home for Sunday dinners
every week
Hollis Bakken- Most likely to
take Mrs. Kepler’s job
Nathan Banks- Most likely
to be on “Dancing with the
Stars”
Emmie Barnhardt- Most
likely to open a photography
studio in downtown Asheville
Izzy Bautista- Most likely to
try to pass a Goodwill outfit
off as designer
Kate Beckwith- Most likely
to be a pickier eater than her
kids
Grace Berg- Most likely to
be a babysitter for the rest of
her life
Matthew Bielak- Most likely
to major in Irish dancing at
SCAD
Bryn Bierbaum- Most likely
to open a small law firm in
Vermont
Brice Bollinger- Most likely
to run an auto shop in 20
years
Daniel Boutté- Most likely to
replace Twitch on “Ellen”
Mary Clare Bowden- Most
likely to still have her name as
Stand Tunes
Scott Braswell- Most likely
to complain about his senior
prediction
Rose Brewster- Most likely to
give people inconvenient gifts
Richard Brown- Most likely
to have the most wipeouts of
the century
Mackenzie Bruce- Most likely
to become a successful businesswoman with no children
Taylor Bruce- Most likely to
open a lizard sanctuary and
have a foodie blog
John Bryan- Most likely to
pay his rent from a change jar
Ceilidh Buckley- Most likely
to feed her children QT for
dinner
Jack Bulger- Most likely to
replace “I do” with “esketit”
at his wedding
Hunter Buot- Most likely to
still be gaming on his computer
Nina Burwell- Most likely
to boss around her boss with
extra sass
Mary Butler- Most likely to be
doing fulls at her children’s
high school basketball games
Emma Buyarski- Most
likely to carry her dog around

Buckhead in a purse
Harris Callaway- Most likely
to walk on at UGA for baseball
Mae Cannon- Most likely to
come back to SPX and coach
flagline
Macey Carson- Most likely to
design a Croc brand exclusively for women’s basketball
Nicole Castro- Most likely to
become a model in Miami
Federico Ceccagnoli- Most
likely to be fluent in every language by the time he is 30
Morgan Childress- Most
likely to beat all the boys at
Fortnite
Rachel Chin- Most likely to
become a Supreme Court
justice
Sammie Christian- Most
likely to restart her “Date part
__” stories
Julia Clark- Most likely to
vote for herself for Ole Miss
homecoming queen
Mac Coles- Most likely to
apologize when he gets fired
Jackie Comerford- Most likely
to make ice cream its own
food group
Patrick Connolly- Most likely
to be a world-famous volleyball coach
Mark Cordovado- Most likely
to run Boy Scouts of America
Taylor Corley- Most likely to
love her cat more than her
kids
Mary Margaret Cozart- Most
likely to be a famous songwriter
Cali Dacey- Most likely to
clone her dog
Will David- Most likely to
never stop looking in a mirror
Christine Davis- Most likely
to breakdance to ‘Mr. Brightside’ at her 80th birthday
party
Jeffrey Del Bagno- Most
likely to argue about how he
was not snoring during class,
even if he was
Diane DeLany- Most likely to
live in Athens for the rest of
her life
Sophia DeLurgio- Most likely
to always dress slightly fancier
than all her friends
Wesley Diamantis- Most
likely to lead his son’s little
league team to a first-round
appearance in the playoffs
Marco Dinkins- Most likely to
color coordinate his outfits to
match his blue glasses
Janie Douglass- Most likely to
still be living off french fries
and tofu
Morgan Dourron- Most likely
to take her last breath in her
Jeep
Kyle Downie- Most likely to

be the least stressed-out computer engineer of all time
Jackson Doyle- Most likely to
take the place of Ron Weasley in the next Harry Potter
movie
Rachel Drucker- Most likely
to sleep through graduation
Margeaux Edwards- Most
likely to write a book about
the links between brain
surgery, meditation, and succulents
Cole Einbender- Most likely
to finally embrace his Jewish
heritage
Nahom Elias- Most likely to
sleep through an earthquake
Liam Eng- Most likely to
spend hours in Starbucks
arguing how to spell his last
name
Michael Escoffery- Most
likely to watch “House Hunters” all day on HGTV
Bryan Evarts- Most likely to
never be seen or heard from
again
Alex Fangmann- Most likely
to admit that he’s cousins with
Dracula
Hannah Farnsworth- Most
likely to become an Olympic
swimmer for Team USA
Tommy Fechalos- Most likely
to take a vow of silence
Jonathan Fisher- Most likely
to manage the OLA 8th grade
girls’ basketball team
Delaney FitzPatrick- Most
likely to still be asked if her
brothers are THE FitzPatrick
twins
Julia Fleischer- Most likely to
go to Emory
Spencer Flynn- Most likely
to plan an outfit a month in
advance
Anna Ford- Most likely to be
Sydney’s emergency contact
Sydney Ford- Most likely to
be Anna’s emergency contact
Daniella Galeano- Most likely
to break the record for biggest family reunion
Will Galvin- Most likely to
throw a fit when he’s not the
center of attention
Valerie Garcia- Most likely to
teach AP Spanish
Maggie Geeslin- Most likely
to claim she was born in the
wrong decade
Jill Gilbert- Most likely to be
the third Gilbert to teach at
St. Pius
Victoria Gomez- Most likely
to become the most stylish
political activist
Sarah Anne Goodwin- Most
likely to bring you a treat
after your first job offer
Mallory Grace- Most likely to
get married to Jesus
Lucy Graham- Most likely

to keep reminding everyone
around her how great her
cousins are
Katie Anne Graves- Most
likely to be the new face of
Wendy’s
Andrew Gray- Most likely
have artwork featured in the
High Museum
Maggie Green- Most likely to
never break a rule
Andrew Gregg- Most likely to
move back to Brazil
Anton Gudiswitz- Most likely
to be a famous political and
current events commentator
Jesus Guerrero- Most likely to
get married to Mallory
Matthew Halbig- Most likely
to be arrested for climbing
on a billboard and doing a
backflip off of it
Katherine Hally- Most likely
to create a fanpage about
Timothée Chalamet
Reyn Harbour- Most likely to
have his own podcast
Steven Haydu- Most likely to
be approached by a ‘Shaydude’ in 30 years
Mary Hays- Most likely to
make a charity that donates
eyebrows because #browsonfleek
Reed Heard- Most likely to
start his own talk show
Dermot Hegarty- Most likely
to give a toast at every wedding he goes to
Katie Heika- Most likely to
start a political movement
over Twitter
Riley Heneghan- Most likely
to become a priest
Ethan Hennessey- Most likely
to name his son ‘Lil Lil Pump’
Sydney Henry- Most likely to
take over her mom’s title of
“Monogramming Queen”
Davis House- Most likely
to start a better version of
SoundCloud called ‘SoundHouse.com’
Jazmin Huerta- Most likely to
always have a Dunkin’ Donuts
coffee in her hand
Patrick Huff- Most likely to
live off of Fortnite donations
Raleigh Hutchison- Most
likely to move to Hawaii and
homeschool her large family
Lauren Hutson- Most likely
to call everyone she meets an
angel
John Huynh- Most likely to
wear a scarf on a beach vacation
Lauren James- Most likely to
skip class in college to tan
Matthew Jameson- Most likely
to have been a Russian spy
this whole time
Ian Jezak- Most likely to
become the master of animations

Kassia Jezak- Most likely
to win a track meet in hallrunning
Grier Jobson- Most likely to
grow 2 feet in the next year
Zach Johnson- Most likely to
be hired by Cartoon Network
to launch his Jeromes
Shannon Kang- Most likely to
come back to Pius to give an
Open House speech
Ashlyn Kelly- Most likely to
get proposed to five times
before she’s finally married
Wallace Kelly- Most likely to
be the envy of all other soccer
moms
Rita Khalil- Most likely to be
one of the .1% of people to die
of laughter
Jacob Kieffer- Most likely to
win the Pulitzer Prize for his
new book
Tommy King- Most likely to
tell it how it is
Celia Kinzey- Most likely to
voice a new Alvin and the
Chipmunks movie
Amanda Klopstock- Most likely to never thank Will Galvin
for saving her life in 8th grade
Anna Koch- Most likely to be
an animal whisperer
Weldon Kolker- Most likely to
still be asking if she needs to
put on more makeup
Everett Lane- Most likely to
answer “yes ma’am” to his
wife
Will Laughter- Most likely
to get in a fist fight with his
barber
Isabel Lavandero- Most likely
to open her own dance studio
Noah Law- Most likely to
become a lawyer
Rush Lee- Most likely to remain everyone’s mom friend
for the rest of her life
Elise Leicht- Most likely to
have been one of the Bruces
all along
Steven Li- Most likely to sass
his roommate until he asks for
a room change
Andrew Linck- Most likely to
work for the CIA
Annie Lipscomb- Most likely
to visit the hospital at least 3
more times before graduation
Kelly Long- Most likely to
keep hitting her head on
doorways because she’s so tall
Mary-Margaret Long- Most
likely to hire cleaners for her
college dorm room
Michael Lopez- Most likely to
be reincarnated into a Miami
dolphin
Maddie Lortie- Most likely to
be the first fangirl to marry
her teenage celebrity crush
Tessa Lucarini- Most likely to
dab at graduation
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for the Class of 2018

Riley Luckmann- Most likely
to be a female bodybuilder
Ian Lynch- Most likely to
have a job as a manager at
Bruster’s in 20 years
Mai Vy Madden- Most likely
to never be on time
Logan Maiolo- Most likely
to start and coach her own
men’s volleyball team
Drew Mancao- Most likely to
forever be called by his last
name
Joseph Manzo- Most likely to
produce Disney Channel raps
Annie Martin- Most likely
to be the next big star on
Broadway
Mary Grace Martin- Most
likely to be the bassist in a
famous Christian rock band
Michael Masak- Most likely to
altar serve at St. Jude for the
rest of his life
Christian Mattei- Most likely
to start his own company
called “Corporate” and make
billions
Mac McComb- Most likely to
style Mr. Scirocco’s hair
Jackson McCoy- Most likely
to still be sneaking funny
photos onto Google Drive
presentations
Finn McCurdy- Most likely to
never admit that he’s wrong
Connor McGee- Most likely to
charge his kids’ carpool buddies for driving them to their
various afterschool activities
Anna McGeehan- Most likely
to be the mom who makes
sure her kids’ rooms are clean
and their beds are made every
morning
Sarah McGonegal- Most
likely to use more gas to get to
school than the whole senior
class combined
Katherine McGraw- Most
likely to actually be the
daughter of Tim McGraw
Daniel McKenzie- Most likely
to be on the cover of ‘Dads’
magazine
Kathryn McKenzie- Most
likely to chant ‘Hotty Toddy’
every game day
Claire McMonagle- Most
likely to own a Golden Retriever shelter
Tripp McMullan- Most likely
to be the ‘cool dad’ breaking it
down on the dance floor at his
daughter’s wedding
Megan Mittelhammer- Most
likely to be the next Ms.
Curlette
Daniel Mohr- Most likely to
run for senior class president
in college
Mary Katherine Mount- Most
likely to direct and produce
“The Greatest Showman 2”
Elena Mulligan- Most likely

to have the most school pride
at USC
Kyle Murphy- Most likely to
become the president of Coca
Cola
Matthew Musey- Most likely
to produce a sequel to “House
Party Abridged”
Juliana Nark- Most likely to
smell ~salt in the air~ with
~sand in her hair~ even
though she’s never been to
the beach
Jerrick Neu- Most likely to
buy every single Tottenham
soccer jersey
Julie Nguyen- Most likely
to build her own house with
origami
Nkem Njoku- Most likely to
call his kids ‘bro’
Rebecca North- Most likely
to dye her hair a new color
every week
Lucas Northway- Most likely
to be besties with MadeinTYO
Jackson Norton- Most likely
to finally be appreciated for
the jokes muttered under his
breath
Mary Elizabeth O’ReillyMost likely to be the next Gossip Girl
Michael O’Reilly- Most likely
to be the president of Georgia
Tech
Daniel Ocampo- Most likely
to call all of his coworkers
“fake”
Brian Onuorah- Most likely to
work for corporate at Publix
Matthew Oshinski- Most
likely to drive a Subaru
Elizabeth Patton- Most likely
to come back and teach art at
SPX
James Paxton- Most likely to
wear Chubbies at his wedding
in Alabama
Jordan Perez- Most likely to
stalk Daisy Ridley, who plays
Rey in ‘Star Wars: The Last
Jedi’
Zach Pescitelli- Most likely
to become the youngest millionaire
Will Petersen- Most likely to
win employee of the month
for his record attendance at
work
Ben Petry- Most likely to start
an anti-bullying organization
inspired by No Place for Hate
Nick Pittman- Most likely to
go to the Olympics for fencing
William Poe- Most likely to
work as a secret informant for
the government
Shea Ponder- Most likely to
eat all foods with chopsticks
Wilson Poole- Most likely to
accidentally become a professional comedian
Nick Poulos- Most likely to
break the valedictorian stereo-

type
Milo Powell- Most likely to
win the Best Mullet contest as
a 90 year old
Lucky Provenzano- Most
likely to still be blamed for the
Cantwell homework scandal
freshman year
Brennan Quinn- Most likely
to still be holding grudges
from kindergarten
Maddie Rahn- Most likely
to raise her kids in a foreign
mountain town roaming with
horses
Coco Rakoski- Most likely to
joke about her diabetes
Alex Ratzlaff- Most likely to
be the English to Polish translator at the airport
Hadley Rawlins- Most likely
to move back to England after
college
Ansley Reese- Most likely to
adopt a hundred children
because of their cuteness
Dorrian Regan- Most likely to
marry rich and say ‘my pleasure’ for the rest of her life
Grace Repasky- Most likely to
take an RV trip around America to see the coolest bands
Sam Repasky- Most likely to
go viral on Twitter
Hannah Ritzer- Most likely
to create the newest flavor for
Ritz Crackers
Natasha Rivera López- Most
likely to be a celebrity stylist
who asks too many questions
Kathleen Rivers- Most likely
to work for the NSA
Virginia Roberts- Most likely
to join a professional color
guard team
Sydney Rodgers- Most likely
to buy the first iPhone XI the
day it comes out
Gus Rodriguez- Most likely
to play on playgrounds as an
adult
Ivanna Rodriguez- Most likely
to have her art featured at the
MOMA
Olivia Rodriguez- Most likely
to be a 6 foot 9 WNBA star
Dorian Rosenburg- Most
likely to win the Google
Global Science Fair
John Rudolph- Most likely to
join Santa’s entourage
Joey Rufolo- Most likely to
wear turtlenecks
Madison Sanchez-TorresMost likely to sip lemonade
on the porch of her retirement home with Olivia
Nigel Sapp- Most likely to not
be able to be roasted by the
newspaper staff, no matter
how hard we tried
Savannah-Kate Sasser- Most
likely to get a new license
plate with her married last
name

Michael Scirocco- Most likely
to be the next English department head at SPX
Alexis Scoggins- Most likely
to have a joint wedding with
Macey
Conor Sheehan- Most likely
to work the night shift at Bon
Glaze until he retires
Luke Shepherd- Most likely
to become the next chaplin at
St. Pius
Reagan Sherrill-Mestre- Most
likely to work in a butcher
shop
Ben Shiptenko- Most likely to
buy a billboard with his Snapchat handle displayed on it
Hannah Sik- Most likely to be
the mom that knows all the
cool sayings
Ann Sinsuan- Most likely to
win a Nobel Peace Prize
Adam Sitzmann- Most likely
to become the most decorated
pilot at Delta
Lindsay Smoak- Most likely to
join Doctors Without Borders
Winston Solsrud- Most likely
to throw a party for no reason
Max Spearman- Most likely to
make a movie connection in
every conversation
Troy Stephens- Most likely to
have his own public rant story
on Snapchat
Ansley Stevens- Most surprising to still be on this list after
4 years
Mary Claire StockmeyerMost likely to win an Oscar
for best videographer
Josh Sullivan- Most likely to
bring a sleeping bag to SPX
and campout because he’s so
involved in school activities
Analise Sutter- Most likely to
live by the ocean
Jessica Tardy- Most likely
to smile through the entire
800m dash
Jack Taube- Most likely to
procrastinate his own death
Patrick Taylor- Most likely to
still be producing Soundcloud
music at 65 years old
Neami Tedla- Most likely to
become a model
Maddie Tippett- Most likely
to still ask permission to have
sleepovers in college
Sarah Train- Most likely to be
a First Lady
Peter Tran- Most likely to
be the most successful guy at
Yale
Trish Trane- Most likely to be
a KPop one-hit wonder.
Cole Tressler- Most likely to
quit his job two weeks before
retirement
Reagan Trivette- Most likely
to still be confused for Parker
Timmons
Josie Tummillo- Most likely

to marry a lax god
Sarah Tyner- Most likely to
own her own flower shop
Gabbi Valsaint- Most likely to
tell off a celebrity one day
Sarah Van Duser- Most likely
to buy a dog and name it
Freddie Freeman
Luke Ver Meulen- Most likely
to greet you in the future by
simply saying “yee yee”
Lilly Viau- Most likely to be
asked to leave a silent retreat
upon arrival
Nick Walker- Most likely to
calmly walk out of a burning
building
Gavin Wallace- Most likely to
live with Winston Solsrud
Zach Washburn- Most likely
to be forced by his employer
to take a handwriting class
Emory Wegener- Most likely
to wear the pants in the relationship
John Scott Weir- Most likely
to ‘make money, get rich.’
Jackson Werner- Most likely
to be the next National Geographic videographer
Morgan West- Most likely to
keep asking teachers a question she knows the answer to
Tommy Westenberger- Most
likely to be the mascot at
Notre Dame
Grace Whitcomb- Most likely
to open a Pomeranian exhibit
at MOMA
Kierra Williams- Most likely
to start out as background
dancer for Beyoncé and eventually take her spot on center
stage
Morgan Williams- Most likely
to still be talking about herself
in third person
Kennedy Willis- is super
tall...
Kyle Wilson- Most likely to
still be living off Jalisco’s
Tori Winkeljohn- Most likely
to write a paragraph for a
True/False question
Roni Winkeljohn- Most likely
to have a double wedding
with Tori
Michael Wolfman- Most
likely to ask complete strangers how many APs they took
Camille Wright- Most likely
to still be killing everyone
with kindness
Justin York- Most likely to
work for York Peppermint
Patties
Cecilia Young- Most likely
to always start her responses
with “Actually…”
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Upcoming
Events

TRACKS

LION Students rack up sky miles as they
May 7: AP Chemistry
Exam at 8:00 am; AP
Psychology Exam at
12 pm
May 8: AP Spanish
Language Exam at
8:00 am; AP Physics
Exam at 12 pm
May 9: AP English
Lit/Comp Exam at
8:00 am

May 10: AP Gov’t & Pol
Exam at 8:00 am
May 11: AP US History
Exam; AP Computer Science
Exam at 12 pm
May 14: AP Biology Exam
at 8 am; AP Music Theory
Exam at 8 am; AP Physics: C
Mechanics Exam at 12 pm
May 15: 8 a.m. Special
Schedule - All School Mass
at 8 am; AP Calculus AB/BC
Exams at 8 am; AP French
Language Exam at 12 pm;
AP Computer Science A
Exam at 12 pm
May 16: 8 a.m. Start Extended HR Schedule;
AP English Lang/Comp
Exam at 8:00 am;
AP Macroeconomics Exam at
12:00 pm
May 17: AP Comp Govt &
Politics at 8 am; AP World
History Exam at 8 am; AP
Statistics Exam at 12 pm; AP
Macro Exam at 12 pm
May 18: AP Human
Geography at 8:00 am; AP
Microeconomics Exam at
8:00 am; Honors Assembly
at 8:00 am; AP European
History Exam at 12:00 pm;
AP Latin Exam at 12:00 pm
May 19: Graduation at 8:30
am

Final Exams Schedule
Wednesday, May 21
Math at 8 am - Social
Studies at 10:15 am
Thursday, May 22
Foreign Language at 8 am
Science at 10:15 am
Friday, May 23

English at 8 am Theology at 10:15 pm

trek across the world this summer

RILEY LUCKMANN
Staff Writer

Summer reading is not the
only thing St. Pius X students
are doing this June and July.
Traveling is on the majority of
student’s agendas this summer,
and you can be sure to see Facebook or Instagram pictures
posted from all over the world.
Seniors Mackenzie and
Taylor Bruce are going to
South Africa, Zimbabwe and
Botswana this summer, continuing their traveling adventures from previous years.
“Botswana will be Taylor
and I’s 20th country together,”
said Mackenzie. They’ve also
been to Indonesia, Iceland
and China. On this summer’s
trip, the Bruces will be going
on a helicopter ride over Victoria Falls and will get to visit
the oldest building in South
Africa located in Cape Town.
Senior Rita Khalil will also
need to pack her passport for
her trip to Lebanon this summer
to visit her family and friends.
Khalil will be attending
two weddings while she is
there, one in the mountains
and one on the beach, but
she is most looking forward to
spending the night with her
friends while they “sit outside,
talk, laugh, play games, and
just goof around,” she said.
Along with seeing her
friends and family, Khalil
will also get to visit some
of the places Jesus has actually
walked
through.
“Lebanon is an extremely
holy place filled with many holy
sites in which you can physically feel the Spirit,” she said.

Sophomore Penelope Melissas is traveling with her
family this summer as well.
“I’m going to Australia because my dad won an award
from the company he works
for and the reception and ceremony are in Sydney,” she said.
Melissas is most looking
forward to finding out if “P.
Sherman 22 Wallaby Way,
Sydney” is a real place, but
she will also get to tour popular places like the Sydney Opera House and Ayers Rock.
Other students are participating in international mission trips. Senior Shannon
Kang and her parents, for
example, are going to a small
town in Peru named Cangari.
“We will build houses, worship with the community, do
Bible study with children and
explore the country,” said
Kang. She said she’s excited
to “practice speaking Spanish and build relationships
with the other missionaries
during the two week trip.”
Sometimes traveling, however, is more demanding than
thought to be. Kang has to fly
to Lima and spend the night
at the airport because her
flight lands at 12 am. “Before
the sun rises, we then have
to get on a bus and drive for
ten hours through deserts
and mountains to get to Cangari,” said Kang. “Through
this experience, I know I will
learn how fortunate and how
comfortable our lives are.”
Junior Catherine Joseph
will also have a unique experience this summer as
she participates as an ex-

change student in France.
“I will be staying with my
student, Lauriane, who stayed
with me last year,” said Joseph.
“I love experiencing other cultures and I love travel bloggers
so I’m adding to my trips.”
During her stay, Joseph will
be living “the normal life of a
French teen,” she said, but
will also visit some tourist attractions like the Eiffel Tower.
Sophomore Aggie Brewster
will be staying with a host family in France as well, and Joseph
is looking forward to meet up
with her and have a sleepover
along
with
their
hosts.
32 senior students are traveling together this July to Europe with theology teacher
Mr. Dennis Ruggiero, Admissions Director Coach Aaron
Parr and theology teacher
Mrs. Farrell. While on the On
the 10-day trip, the group will
visit Germany and France,
hitting the major cities of
Berlin, Nuremberg, Munich

and Paris during the week.
The students and teachers will be visiting many major past Holocaust sites and
memorials. “We will visit the
Dachau concentration camp in
Munich, go to the Holocaust
Memorial in Berlin and the
Zeppelin fields where the Nazi
rallies were held in Nuremberg,” said Mr. Ruggiero.
Also in the itinerary for
the trip is shopping, eating,
and visiting the Cathedral
of Notre Dame, the Louvre and Versailles in Paris.
Senior Joey Rufolo is especially excited to “get to
travel with three of my best
friends and getting to better
understand European culture and language,” he said.
While all roads lead to St.
Pius during the school year,
students will be taking different
paths this summer traveling all
over the world exploring new
cultures and learning about
the history of other countries.

Junior Catherine Joseph (second from right) meets with her
French foreign exchange student, Lauriane. Joseph will travel
to France this summer to stay with Lauriane and experience
life as a French teenager. Photo courtesy of Catherine Joseph

Students remain connected to their native cultures
WITT HOLLENSBE
Staff Writer

Students connect with other
countries and cultures
This year’s Homecoming
theme, Home Sweet Home,
showcased our Georgia roots
and the state we all currently
call home. But we all have ancestry that originated outside
the United States, and some
students remain closely connected to their cultures.
So what exactly is culture?
The actual definition is the social behavior and norms found
in human societies, but for
sophomore Penelope Melissas, “culture isn’t just your upbringing or your ancestors,” it’s
“an answer to the question of
who you are.”

Melissas’ Greek ancestry has
connected her with other teenagers well beyond the walls of
St. Pius, and her involvement
with a Greek youth group at
the local Orthodox cathedral
in Tucker has allowed her to
“build a friend group across
multiple states. Everyone sees
each other at least three times
a year at camps and festivals.”
Melissas maintains that
“when you meet people with
the same background and culture as you, I think it is sometimes easier to click with them.
They understand this entire
other side of your life that most
people don’t understand.”
Sophomore Margherita Ceccagnoli and her senior brother
Fedo, who was born in France

and has Italian parents, have
an even more diverse cultural
background. They were born
in France to Italian parents.
Margherita said that she stays
in touch with family members
“over the phone and FaceTime,
multiple times a week, even
though they live in Italy.”
In addition to following
typical American holiday traditions, the Ceccagnolis also
incorporates customs. On the
Epiphany, for example, a witch
visits their house, similar to how
Santa Claus visits on Christmas.
Margherita
explained,
“Befana, a kind but ugly witch,
delivers presents to the children. On Christmas Day, we
also play Tombola which is a
game similar to Bingo, but ev-

eryone bets real money. It’s
tons of fun.”
Like the Ceccagnolis, senior
Rita Khail maintains close ties
to her Lebanese culture. Her
parents were born in Lebanon.
She attends a Lebanese church
and also learned Arabic before
English. She and her cousins
are also the first in their family
to grow outside of Lebanon.
“Everything [my family]
does is Lebanese including celebrations, traditions, food, and
other things. We visit Lebanon
during the summer to reconnect with family. However, it
feels like we are always connected,” she said.
“I have no idea what I’d be
like if I wasn’t Lebanese,” she
continued on pg. 11
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JUNGLE Senior athletes commit to play at collegiate level
May 6: Boys’ Volleyball vs. State
Championship at
Tsunami Center at
TBD
May 7: Athletic Association Meeting at
Home at 6:00 PM
May 9: Baseball
vs. State Playoffs at
TBA at TBD

ROARS

Upcoming
Athletic Events

May 10-12: Track and Field
vs. State Meet at Berry College at 2:00 PM
May 15: Baseball vs. State
Semi-Finals at TBA at TBD
May 16: 9th grade Parent
Football Introduction &
Meeting at Home at 6:00 PM
May 17: Athletic Physicals at
Home at 3:00 PM
May 21: Baseballvs. State
Championship at TBA at
TBD
May 21-22: Boys’ Golf vs.
State Championship at
Achasta Golf Club at 8:00
AM; Girls’ Golf vs. State
Championship at Innsbruck
Resort and Golf Club at 8:00
AM

JACKIE COMERFORD
Staff Writer

This year at St. Pius X a
total of 17 seniors who have
signed to play a sport in college.
Weldon Kolker (University of Georgia), Shea Ponder
(Converse College), Emory
Wegener (University of Georgia), Dermot Hegarty (Belmont Abbey), and Danny Ocampo (Oglethorpe) will play
soccer
Marco Dinkins (Centre
College) and Nkem Njoku
(Citadel) will play football.
Will Arnold (Oglethorpe), Will David (Samford),
and
Wesley
Diamantis
(Birmingham Southern) will
play baseball.
Coco Rakoski (Delware
State) and Maddie Tippett
(Georgia Tech) and will play
volleyball.
Macey Carson (Georgia College), Troy Stephens
(Birmingham Southern) and
Kennedy
Willis (Middle
Georgia Prep) will play basketball.
Daniel McKenzie (Mercer) and Morgan Williams
(George Mason) will play golf
and lacrosse, respectively.
A few of these players
Why do you love the game?
Emory Wegener: I love the
game because of the competitiveness and pregame meals
Weldon Kolker: It challenges
me in ways I have never been
challenged. I love the game
because it helps me escape
from everything else and
has brought me close with so
many special people in my
life.
Nkem Njoku: Nothing else
matters when you play the
sport and the feeling of winning and competing is like no
other
Macey Carson: It’s fun! Every
time I step on the court I get
hyped up, I get to compete
and put my trust in my teammates. Win or lose it’s a blast.
Coco Rakoski: I love the
competitiveness and the connections you make with your
team
How long have you
been playing your sport?
Maddie Tippett: After being a gymnast for many years
I tried volleyball in the 6th
grade and loved it. I have
played volleyball for 8 years
Carson: Since kindergarten.
Daniel Mckenzie: Since I was
10 years old.
Morgan Williams: Since 6th
Grade, so 7 years.

On average, how many
hours do you practice?
Wegener: I practice about 15ish hours a week
Njoku: Physical practice on
average for a week about 11
hours.
Tippett: During travel season
I usually practice up to nine
hours a week.
Williams: Two hours a day.
What made you decide to
choose this school?
Wegener: I chose UGA because of all it offers being an
athlete and how its close to
home
Carson: I love GCSU because
it has such a family atmosphere, awesome campus, a
great team, and a chance for
me to help win a conference
championship.
Kolker: It challenges me
in ways I have never been
challenged. I love the game
because it helps me escape
from everything else and
has brought me close with so
many special people in my
life.
Williams: The coach was very
cool and when I stayed overnight in the dorms I felt like
I belonged there and I could
really see myself spending the
next 4 years of my life there.
Have you ever had a serious
injury playing your sport?
Kolker: I’ve had a couple of
concussions but the second
one put me out from the
game for two months. I also
hurt my quad pretty badly
and I was out for about a
month or more.
Wegener: The only serious
injury i’ve had is the one i
have currently. I tore a ligament in my hand causing me
to get a couple of surgeries.
Njoku: I pulled my groin
sophomore year and tore my
ACL junior year.
Carson: Tore my labrum last
year. I had to have surgery
and 6 months rehab. It was
honestly one of the hardest
things I’ve ever been through.
Rakoski: I have had at least
eight sprained ankles, patella
tendonitis in both knees, back
and shoulder injuries and I
have had surgery on my ankle
once and both my knees twice
What is your favorite part
about about playing?
Kolker: The adrenaline rush
you get when you do something that makes an impact
(especially when you score
in front of tons of people it’s
an awesome feeling there is
nothing like it).

Njoku: The feeling of scoring
a touchdown after a long run
in a big game and just taking a
minute to stare at the crowds
reaction.
Carson: Being with my teammates doing the thing I love.
I’ve formed some lifelong
friendships playing basketball. Also the smacking sound
that happens when you block
a shot. yum.
Williams: Becoming close
with all my teammates and being able to call them my best
friends and how happy and
free I feel while playing.
Rakoski: That feeling you get
when your team is on the top
of their game and you all are
working so hard as once unit.
And you keep feeding off of
each others energy and you
are so confident in yourself
and your team.

Do you know anyone who you
will be playing
with next year?
Wegener: Yes. I know the
whole recruited class coming in just from playing with
them throughout the years,
including my close friends
Weldon Kolker and Birdie
Lombardo.
Kolker: I know a good
amount of people especially
my girl E Eegs (Emory Wegener).
Njoku: Blake Harrison, who
was a Class of 2017 grad.
Williams: Yes, I know all my
teammates for my class and
some of the current players.
The Class of 2018 will be
well represented in college
athletic programs across the
nation, and they look forward
to bringint their Golden Lion
spirit to their new teams.

A signing event in the fall for seniors Dermot Hegarty
(left), Shea Ponder, Emory Wegener, Wesley Diamantis,
Weldon Kolker and Nkem Njoku was hosted in the library.
The second signing date was held in May. Staff photo

THE MOST TRUSTED NAME IN NEWS
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The men in tights are worth the price of admission
JILL GILBERT
Staff Writer

“LEARNING
EXPERIENCE ON 3!” This is how the
St. Pius X men’s volleyball team
breaks their huddle before each
game to instill fear in their competitors’ hearts, and what they
lack in talent and abilities they
make up for in enthusiasm.
Since men’s volleyball is not
an official GHSA sport, the team
plays in the Georgia Volleyball
Coaches Association, which
hosts a championship tournament at the end of the season.
Head
girls’
volleyball
coach Mr. John Frederick
and senior volleyball players
Logan Maiolo and Caroline
Rakoski help coach the boys.
The team enjoys having student coaches that help with their
lack of volleyball knowledge.
“Caroline is great. She
knows that we don’t have
the best volleyball vocabulary and knows what to tell us
so that we understand,” said
sophomore Keenan Finneran.
There is debate over the
actual record of the team. According to the record, it is primarily made up of losses, but
the team shows determination
and energy unmatched by their

competition, keeping the other
teams on their toes and unable to guess their next move.
“They have not won a
lot of games, but they are
very spirited,” said Maiolo.
Most of the players had
never played volleyball before this team and have come
a long way since tryouts. Senior Brennan Quinn had not
picked up a ball of any kind
since freshman year, but is now
the starting setter on the team.
“They struggled in the
beginning, but have made a
lot of progress since the start
of the season, and they are
fun to watch,” said Rakoski.
The team tries not to take
themselves too seriously and
focus on the important stuff,
namely slogans and cheers.
“We have a lot of fun no
matter what, and I’m working
on a new slogan for the team.
I think ‘Men in Tights’ captures us perfectly,” said Quinn.
The team has grown very
close through their losses and
manages to rally together to
celebrate the small victories.
“I love how all the boys get
so hyped up for each other
and they always cheer each
other on. It’s really funny

Senior Brian Onuorah spikes the ball to win another point in a close match against
Veterans High School. Their massive fan support has helped propel the team to a
4-9 record (or 1-10, depending on who you ask). Photo courtesy of Taylor Corley
to watch them have such a
good time,” said sophomore
manager Sarah Fredrickson.
Brian Onuorah has a lot
of experience in the volleyball
world because his sister played
at St. Pius. She currently plays
volleyball at the collegiate level.
“Jessica and her team were
always fun to watch, and I always
wished there was a boys team
that I could join, and now there
is, and I love it,” said Onuorah.
The team does not have

huge crowds at their games,
however they do have one consistent fan. “Reyn Harbour has
come to almost all of our home
games and he gets so excited
watching the games and cheers
all the boys on,” said Fredrickson
Regardless of the rocky start,
the boys are showing a lot of
promise and plan to compete
in their upcoming tournament
in typical St. Pius fashion: start
as an underdog, loose the first
half of your season and go on a

winning streak like no other.
Their final tournament
is hosted by the GVCA and
will be in the first weekend
of May. Go and support
the team and watch them
upset major competition.
This team is hard working
with energy and spirit that
dominates over all other competition. As they grow in their
abilities each week there is a
great opportunity for them
to ace the rest of their season.

Student cultures (contd. from pg. 8) The Golden Lions

said. “It’s just who I am.”
Sophomore Emily Nguyen’s Vietnamese parents
were also born outside of the
United States. Vietnamese
is the spoken at her home,
and she spends Sundays with
Vietnamese church groups
to “learn more about culture
and traditions,” according to
Nguyen.
Senior Peter Tran’s parents were born in Vietnam as
well, and the culture is foundational to his life.
“In Vietnamese, there are
specific titles that I use to
address to my family members.” Tran said,”I in fact,
have never ever called my
little sister by her first name.
There is this title called ‘em’
and refers to younger siblings.”
Tran also explained that
“a big tradition that I have
taken part in for a long time
is the celebration of Tet,
which is the Vietnamese New
Year. I have always gone to
my grandparents’ house and
wished them good health in
return for money in these
small red envelopes called li
xi.”
His culture isn’t just a
source of identity, but also of
pride. Tran is very interested

and proud of his. can carefully recall stories from Vietnamese history like those of
Tran Hung Dao, the Trung
Sisters, Ly Thuong Kiet, and
the Vietnamese boat people,
who, like his mother, tried to
flee Vietnam after a communist takeover.
Junior
Andrea
Sucre
was born in Venezuela and
moved to the US in seventh
grade. She continues Venezuelan traditions associated
with music and dance, but
she especially associates her
culture with food. Sucre said,
“Every meal is a family meal,
and we like getting together
to cook certain Christmas
foods like hallacas,” a corn
dough stuffed with a stew of
beef, pork, and chicken.
Food is focal point of
many students’ cultures as
well. Sophomore Gabe Brogi,
whose parents are from Italy
and Chile, said, “the dinners
we eat in my family are mainly made up of Chilean and
Italian recipes, cooked by my
mom or dad, respectively.”
Sophomore Natie Tedla
savors Eritrean food, specifically “the classic combination
of injera and wot.” The flatbread and stew are a staple
of the diet of Eritrea, a small

nation located in northeast
Africa.
Tedla also brought up another nuanced dimension of
her identity that others shied
away from, one that resonates
in a greater discussion of
multiculturalism in America,
a country which is famously
called a “melting pot.”
“Being Eritrean was something I was embarrassed
about as a child because I
was the only girl who looked
the way I did,” Tedla said.
“Among all the girls in my
class, I was the only one with
darker skin and thick curls
that could only be tamed
through braids, and because
of this, I wished for lighter
skin and straight, silky hair.”
Eventually,
however,
Tedla’s perspective changed.
With time, she “learned to
appreciate my differences
and love my culture as a part
of who I am. I met three
other Eritrean students in
middle school, two of which
I go to school with today.
With others like me nearby,
I felt much more comfortable sharing my culture with
those around me, and in the
process, learned to never be
ashamed for who I am or
where I come from.”

introduce new
Athletic Director
Mr. Todd Mooney

Welcome to
The Jungle!
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Two students and one
teacher are asked a series
of random questions...

Say
What?!
What is your favorite
summer memory?

Charlie Long ‘21

Christine Davis ‘18

Mrs. Page, English

Watching my first PG-13 movie

Cookout- everyday

All of summer 1986

250 Abington Drive

Harry Styles’’ kitchen

New Zealand’s ‘Lord of the Rings’ Tour

Connor Brown

Sammie Christian’s

Susan B. Anthony

‘Laffy Taffy’ by D4L

Probably ‘Mr. Brightside’

Darth Vader’s theme song

Having to change my diapers

It’s like going to school all over again

Definitely grading

What is your favorite text
you have ever received?

The one asking me to answer these
questions

“Who is this???”

Hi Mommy!

“I wake up in the morning
feeling like ______?”

Britney Spears when she shaved her
head

Post breakdown Kanye West

Prufrock weekdays, Mary Poppins
weekends

A new turkey fryer

A ticket to Reykjavik

Gas, of course

Some ding-dong-ditching with the boys!

Joining a fraternity

Sunshine and freedom

If you could go anywhere
in the world, where would
you go?

Whose face should be added
to Mt. Rushmore?
What is your life
theme song?
What do you think is the
worst part about a
teacher’s job?

What is the last thing
you bought?

Breeze

What are you most excited
for this summer?

way

What is your favorite memory from
your time here at St. Pius X?

“My first home game”
-Kennedy Willis ‘18

“My first class with
Will Galvin”
-Kathryn McKenzie ‘18

“Playing this 4-year long game
called ‘see how much work I
can get away with not doing’”
- Ben Shiptenko ‘18

“When the school
forgave me for quitting
football” -Brennan Quinn ‘18

“All of spring break sophomore
year” - Diane DeLany ‘18
“When Coach Parr tried to

“Managing lacrosse sophomore year
with my friend Cecilia and my best
friend Andi”
-Josie Tummillo ‘18

be Vanilla Ice”
-Mary-margaret Cozart ‘18

Banter

