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Upcoming retreat offers time to relax, grow in faith
KATE BROZOVIC
Staff Writer

Read about one staff writer’s top
ten Christmas songs on page 3

NEWS

Highlights from the annual
Christmas Concert are featured
on page 4

FEATURES

This senior is making waves with
two photography projects. Read
about them on page 8

SPORTS

The ESPX broadcast and
production crew is featured on
page 10

CENTERSPREAD

Read our Christmas poem and
color our holiday drawing on
pages 6 and 7

Checking your inbox and
noticing a new email from
Campus Ministry isn’t an unexpected occurrence here at
St. Pius X, but the yearly Domini Sumus Retreat one usually grabs more attention than
others. Open to the entire student body, this annual retreat
invites students to participate
in a weekend of fun while they
strengthen their faith and relationship with God.
Director of Campus Ministry Mrs. Abby Bettencourt and
Chaplain Fr. Michael Silloway
will take students to Covecrest
on February 2-4. Theology
teachers Mrs. Lindsey Ferrell, Ms. Melissa Ginther and
Mr. Andrew Pudysz and staff
members Mrs. Jennifer Polzin
and Mrs. Alyson Metzler will be
chaperones as well.
Also along for the trip is Mr.
Patrick Williams, a talented
musician who has played at St.
Pius X masses in the past.
“He has done a lot of things
across Atlanta, and he is a really
great singer,” said Mrs. Bettencourt.
Leaving straight after school
on Friday, February 2, the
students will make the almost
two-hour drive north to Tiger,
Georgia. That night will include
introductions from the different speakers, chaperones and
student retreat leaders before
beginning the fun weekend.
“We like to make it a good
balance of fun, relaxation and
games but also letting it be an
encounter for prayer and the
sacraments and to be able to
pray with your friends,” said
Mrs. Bettencourt.
Saturday morning everyone
will start their day with breakfast, and from there students
will have a lot of free time to do
things like play games, spend
time with friends or enjoy
peace and quiet as they pray.
“We have time to just go
hang out on the property,”
Mrs. Bettencourt said. “It’s in
the mountains and there’s a
lake, so people hang up hammocks and go on walks and
hikes.”
This year’s retreat theme is
“I Thirst,” which will highlight
Jesus’ desire to have a relationship with us, and on Saturday

afternoon students and chaperones, will share their personal experiences related to the
theme.
“No matter where you are in
your life or how eager you are
to get in touch with your faith,
God is always thirsting for us.
He is always there when we are
ready to accept him,” said senior Riley Luckmann, who will
share her personal experience.
The day will also include adoration and a blind walk where
blindfolded students and chaperones guide each other to the
chapel.
“My favorite part of the
Domini Sumus retreat was the
blind walk to the chapel,” said
junior Blake Horne, who went
on the retreat last year. “I think
it was really cool how we had to
completely depend on someone
else to lead us and put our trust
in them.”
Before returning home on
Sunday, students will have
more time to relax, pray and go
to confession.
“It’s completely surreal just
to be up in the freezing cold
weather and just spilling your
problems and putting them at
the foot of the cross,” junior
Victoria Gronczewski said about
last year’s retreat. “Everybody
had contact with Fr. Michael
because he was the only priest
so the confession line was super
busy, but when I finally went I

left feeling like a huge weight
was taken off my chest. Confession has this way of making
you feel enlightened and good
about life in a way that’s kind of
hard to describe.”
The retreat also gives students the opportunity to become friends with classmates
they may previously had never
before even acknowledged in
the hallways at school.
“I remember pulling Mallory Wood [a 2017 graduate]
aside and I prayed with her
afterwards and it was a huge
bonding moment between the
two of us. Although the underclassmen may not know it, we
are looking out for them and
wanting to help them grow
closer to Christ by just praying
with them and being with them

making them feel welcomed,”
said Gronczewski.
“I think the best part of the
retreat is getting to know the
kids better [in a spiritual] way.
When I came back here, I felt
better about being able to share
Christ with them on a daily basis and I just felt closer to the
kids. I think it is just an awesome retreat and a great opportunity,” said Mrs. Polzin.
Although the time to sign
up for this year’s retreat has
passed, if you are considering
going in the future, watch the
two videos Campus Ministry
has posted on their Haiku page
to see what a wonderful experience the Domini Sumus Retreat
is and why everyone who goes
has nothing but positive things
to say about the weekend.

Last year’s Domini Sumus Retreat group sits in front of
Mary’s Chapel before heading home after a weekend of
fun and fellowship. Photo courtesy of Campus Ministry

Robotics builds a tight-knit community
ELLIE TAUBE
Staff Writer

To most people robots are giant
hunks of metal that somehow perform a range of tasks, from cooking our food to exploring Mars.
The whole concept is complex and
confusing, so most people choose
to just let the robots do the work
and not bother to question how
they do it. The members of the robotics team, however, are not most
people.
Using their passion for engineering, critical thinking and technology, science teacher Mrs. Brigid
Bartholomai, math teacher Mrs.
Connie Fish, and juniors Michael
Marcinko, Abby Craver and Powell
Whitaker created the team three
years ago. Since then, the team
has nearly tripled in size, creating
a community of passionate people
that are proud of what they do and

love every second of it.
“[Robotics] is just so accepting, there’s no judgement,” said
Craver. “It’s just a place that helps
people who are passionate with
robotics.”
Mrs. Bartholmai and Mrs. Fish
started the robotics team when
they realized that St. Pius didn’t
provide any robotics related opportunities.
“We went to a robotics competition and saw how excited people
were,” Mrs. Bartholmai said, describing the inspiration for starting the team. “It was like a football
game, but for coding. Then my
son got accepted into St. Pius and
I met Mrs. Fish, who was also interested in starting a robotics program.”
The team participates in competitions hosted by VEX Robotics.
VEX provides teams with a set of

equipment and a task at the beginning of the season in April, and
they work on that task throughout
the year, participating in competitions against other schools like
Blessed Trinity and Marist. This
year they have already participated
in one competition, although they
only had one partially completed
robot.
In this year’s challenge the
team must build several robots that
have a “claw [to pick up] these yellow cones, secures them, lifts them,
and drops them on a mobile goal,”
said sophomore Matthew McDaniel. “The robot uses holonomic
wheels, which can move forward
and back.”
The closest robot to completion
is Whitaker’s, who has completed
the basic design and programmed
the necessary code into the
continued on pg. 4
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What We Think... Helping others should be a priority this winter
With the holidays rapidly approaching, a common thought is
that the Christmas season brings
out the best in people. It’s the
time when everyone starts giving
thanks and feeling blessed while
surrounded by holiday joy. But
as we decorate our homes, fill our
bellies with honey roasted ham
and give presents to our loved
ones, we must remember our
homeless neighbors who struggle
day-to-day out in the cold.
As much as we may hate to
admit it, most of us are guilty of
having passed by someone in
need without a second thought,
and unfortunately a large percentage of people consistently
choose to turn a blind eye to
those in serious need of help.
But as the “giving season”
approaches and our generous
spirits are on high alert, it’s important to recognize that there
are many ways we can help those

who are less fortunate without
even spending an extra dime.
One of the simplest ways
to help this Christmas, and all
year-round, is to smile or wave
at someone who is homeless. Acknowledging homeless people as
actual members of society and
treating them with human dignity may offer them just enough
joy to make a big difference in
their day full of hardship.
You can also look into dedicating some of your time to volunteer with service projects. We
have countless opportunities
to participate in them through
Campus Ministry at St. Pius.
There are over 30 soup kitchens spread across Atlanta. These
shelters and organizations are always looking for help, especially
on holidays. How hard would it
be to take two hours at the most
to serve food and spread happiness to those who are less fortu-

‘An avocado...thaaaaanks!’
A how-to guide for publicly opening presents

Alright.
It’s
coming.
The
situation
we’ve
all
been faced
with. We’re
scared.
TAYLOR CORLEY
W e ’ r e
Editor-in-Chief
frightened.
The event that strikes fear into the
hearts of millions of Americans every Christmas is finally here: publicly opening presents. *cue the
scary music.* Here are my tips on
how to dodge awkward moments
and make your holiday a success.
1. Always maintain a fake smile
plastered on your face. This way,
even if the present you’re about to
open is truly the worst one you’ve
ever received, at least your face
won’t give you away...hopefully.
Spanish teacher Ms. Debbie
Guilbeau was unfortunately betrayed by her facial expressions.
“One time I got something at my
bridal shower that I didn’t like,
and it was too obvious by the look
on my face. I just couldn’t recover
in time,” she said with a terrified
look in her eye as she recalled this
traumatic event. “I just looked at it
weird and said ‘Oh, okay.’ It was a
gravy boat.”
2. On top of the constant smiling, keep up the positive attitude
to accompany it. There’s nothing
Grandma loves more than when
you excitedly list off all of the
places you’ll be able to wear her
annual hand-knitted sweater.
Senior Logan Maiolo is an expert at navigating through these
awkward situations. “My grandparents never know what to get
me, so it’s always something like a

two sizes too small, hot pink sweater and I have to fake smile.”
3. In advance, clean out a
drawer or shelf in the back of your
closet for all the of the gifts you
know you’ll never use.
“My grandmother is notorious
for giving terrible gifts,” journalism teacher Ms. Ashley Curlette
said. “I think she just goes around
her house and finds things to
wrap. I get old looking ornaments, undershirts that don’t have
tags on them, glittery bookmarks
with my name. I usually just store
it in a shoebox in the back of my
closet then eventually take all of it
to Goodwill. Or the trash can.”
4. But if the present is too awful to even hide away, there’s always the possibility of returning
it to where it came from. Junior
Sean Laubenthal is very accustomed to the process of using gift
receipts to get rid of the most unfortunate gifts.
“My aunt always gave me and
my brother Polo t-shirts for Christmas,” he explained. “We’d just say
‘Yay, thanks,’ be fake super excited, and then return them right
after she left.”
4. And if you’re really desperate, a quick exit is always a safe
way to avoid extremely awkward
present-opening situations.
“One year someone gave me
this big gift that I had to keep
unwrapping, and the only thing
inside was socks!” said sophomore
Kayla Carter. “I just kind of smiled
then left the room.”
So, take good notes. Make a
copy. Don’t be afraid to keep a
cheat sheet in your pocket. Following these tips is guaranteed to
result in a stress-free Christmas.

nate on Christmas Eve or Christmas morning?
Many of us claim we’re too
busy, but that’s a poor excuse. We
can always find time if we actually try, especially with Christmas
break right around the corner.
And if you’re schedule is really
jam packed, spend a few minutes
putting together small care packages with items such as crackers,
granola bars, small water bottles,
and complimentary hand lotions,
soap and shampoo from hotels.
Then challenge yourself: instead of looking at your phone
and avoiding eye contact, pack
your car with these items and
pass them out when you see
someone in need.
You can also check your closet for simple winter gear that you
are not using anymore. An old
pair of winter gloves, a scarf in a
color you don’t like anymore or a
knit hat that you got for free at a

white elephant party are the perfect items to carry with you and
give away to someone living on
the street.
Or how about those old
snow boots you bought during
the 2014 “snowpocalypse” but
haven’t worn since? Pull them
out. Give them to the homeless
person you pass on the Clairmont access road every afternoon.
Interacting with strangers can
at times be uncomfortable and in
some cases, unsafe. If these oneon-one interactions do not sound
appealing to you, be sure to offer
prayers for those in need. Prayer
is still one of the most powerful
gifts we can offer.
This Christmas season, step
out of your comfort zone and
make an extra effort to help people who are less fortunate and
avoid turning a blind eye to the
homeless people in our society.

10 Days Until
Christmas!
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A definitive ranking of the best Christmas songs of all time
W i t h
Christmas right
around
the
corner, people
all
across the
WILL GALVIN
world are
Staff Writer
preparing
their decorations, movies and
most importantly, music. As
Buddy the Elf famously recited as a part of his Code of the
Elves, “the best way to spread
Christmas cheer is singing
loud for all to hear.” In a culture with millions of holiday
songs, I have narrowed these
as my top ten.
#10 ‘The Twelve Days
of Christmas’
(Big Time Rush ft. Snoop Dogg)
With this song’s debut in
one of the most classic Nickelodeon made-for-TV Christmas specials “Big Time Rush:
Big Time Christmas,” it may
not have been an instant hit
in your heart, but it was in
mine.
In the Christmas special, the Big Time Rush boys
needed to make one more
Christmas song before they
were allowed to go home for
the holidays, so they prayed
for a miracle. In that moment, Snoop Dogg showed
up, hitting one of them with
his limo, and then they all
proceeded to drop this classic
Christmas number with a hot
twist.
With new lyric replacements such as “12 ringside

tickets” in place of “12 drummers drumming” and “5
municipal bonds with a compound interest rate of 3%” in
place of “5 golden rings,” this
song brought an outdated
classic to a new generation.
#9 ‘Mele Kalikimaka’
(Bing Crosby)
For those of you searching for a tropical flare to add
to your Christmas, look no
further than this Crosby hit.
Originally recorded in
1950, this song has appeared
in classic films such as “L.A.
Confidential,” “Catch Me
if You Can” and “National
Lampoon’s Christmas Vacation.” The soothing tones
and catchy chorus make it
the perfect song to bring relaxation in what can sometimes be very stressful times
around the holidays.
#8 ‘White Christmas’
(The Drifters)
Although Bing Crosby’s
recording of this song holds
the prestigious record of
the best-selling song in human history, the version that
warms my heart was recorded in 1954 by the Drifters.
This recording was somewhat of a hit in its time, but
it wasn’t until 1990 that the
song became a lasting household classic after it was featured in the holiday masterpiece “Home Alone.”
Some of my best holiday
memories include watching
Christmas movies, and this
song never fails to bring back
great memories of watching

“Home Alone” as a kid.
#7 ‘All I Want for
Christmas is You’
(Mariah Carey)
Featuring
the
highpitched vocals of statistically
the most talented singer of
all time, no one in North
America can go the whole
year without hearing this
holiday number.
Ignoring the fact that it
may be overplayed, there
is nothing not to like about
this song. It has an irresistible beat, great vocals and a
simple Christmas love story.
#6 ‘You’re a Mean One,
Mr. Grinch”
(Thurl Ravenscroft)
Written by one of the
most creative authors ever,
Dr. Seuss’, “You’re a Mean
One, Mr. Grinch” has been
an instant classic since its debut in 1966.
This song is another one
that stirs up great memories
of Christmas movies. No one
can forget when those in
Whoville said that the Grinch’s small heart grew three
sizes that day, but maybe
even more memorable than
his lovely transformation
was the song describing how
playfully evil he was.
#5 ‘Grandma Got Run Over
by a Reindeer’
(Elmo and Patsy)
How could I not throw
in the pinnacle of southern
Christmas Classics? This ballad tells the story of a grandma who forgot her medication, wandered out into the

snow and proceeded to get
run over by one of Santa’s
reindeer.
The song is obviously
very funny and enjoyable,
but it also describes the sad,
untimely death of a dearly
beloved grandma. This just
adds to the peculiarity of
the song for me and almost
makes me enjoy it more,
however cynical that may
sound.
#4 ‘Christmas in Hollis’
(Run-DMC)
This group achieved huge
milestones and broke down
barriers for the entire genre
of rap in the late 1980s, but
along the way they used their
unique style to release a revolutionary Christmas song.
“It’s Christmastime in Hollis Queens, mama’s cookin’
chicken and collard greens”
Darryl McDaniels screams at
listeners as he describes what
his Christmas is like.
But don’t be fooled by the
aggressive tones. The Christmas experience portrayed in
this song is just as warm and
inviting as any other classic.
#3 ‘Sleigh Ride’
(The Ronettes)
I don’t believe that any
other song encapsulates the
feeling of Christmas better
than this one. This particular recording puts a Motown
flair to a tune that has been
around for centuries.
The content of the song is
very simple, describing lovely
winter weather and inviting
another to join them on a

sleigh ride.
#2 ‘Santa Claus is Comin’
to Town”
(Bruce Springsteen)
Perhaps I am biased because I believe that Bruce
Springsteen is the greatest
singer ever, but this live recording has everything anyone could possibly want in a
Christmas song.
From the intro conversation with the audience, to the
saxophone solo, to the cuts in
out of hard and soft rock, this
song is perfection. No one
else in the world could perform “Santa Claus is Coming
to Town” during a rock concert and have the audience
on their feet, screaming.
#1 ‘Silent Night’
(Franz Xaver Gruber
and Joseph Mohr)
Let’s look at this song
more analytically, shall we?
It describes the amazing moment that Christ was born.
No other event in history
caused as much peace on
earth as the birth of the Son
of God.
If the life of Jesus was
separated into three significant events, they would be
his birth, death and resurrection. This song so accurately
encapsulates the feeling of
one of these events.
Some have tried to do
the same for the other two
major life moments of Jesus,
but none have come close to
“Silent Night,” which is why
it has earned the number one
spot on my list.

Why use innovation inspired by nature? Because nature knows best!
O v e r
the
past
3.8
billion years,
life
has
learned
to
fly,
circumBRENNAN QUINN
navigate
Staff Writer
the globe
and live in the depths of the
oceans and atop the highest
peaks. The more our surroundings look and function
like the natural world, the
more likely we are to coexist
with nature in this home of
ours, but not ours alone.
Humans are clever, but
we have created immense
sustainability problems for
future generations. Fortunately, solutions to these
global challenges are all
around us, such as biomimicry.
According to the Biomimicry Institute,“Biomimicry is

an approach to innovation
that seeks sustainable solutions to human challenges
by emulating nature’s timetested patterns and strategies. The goal is to create
products, processes and
policies—new ways of living—that are well-adapted
to life on earth for the long
haul.”
Just like organs are rejected during transplant
surgeries, our Earth is not
always able to accept our
human habitats and practices. The core idea of biomimicry is that nature has
already decoded many of
the problems we are struggling with.
As stated on the Biomimicry Institute’s website, animals, plants and microbes
are the consummate engineers. After billions of years
of research and development, failures are fossils,

and what surrounds us is the
secret to survival.
An example of biomimicry being used in the real
world was when China
hosted the Beijing Olympics in 2008, and it wowed
the world with architectural
feats, chief among them the
swimming center, dubbed
the Watercube.
The Watercube’s design
is based on the structure
of soap bubbles, giving it a
natural feel and earthquake
resistance. Each bubble is a
pillow of rugged plastic. The
plastic is resistant to damage
from sunlight, weather and
even dust.
While wandering the St.
Pius X halls, I was wondering how we could use biomimicry to renovate our
campus. It was not hard to
think of a plethora of ideas
because there are 391,000
plant species and 8.7 mil-

lion animal species that have
been evolving and perfecting their designs for billions
of years.
One of my ideas took its
inspiration from the lotus
leaf. This seemingly ordinary leaf has a texture that
is resistant to water and can
clean itself due to its dynamic shape. St. Pius has had its
fair share of leakages, but if
our roof had the same texture of a lotus leaf, we would
not have this problem.
Another idea receives
its inspiration from roosters. Just before the crack of
dawn, roosters never fail to
let out a loud “cock-a-doodle-doo” as an unofficial announcement that the day has
begun. Rain or shine, summer or winter, the rooster
lets out this call at the same
time every morning.
Should St. Pius should
design a working bell system

that is consistently on time
and foolproof just like roosters? Biomimicry says yes.
Campus Ministry Director Mrs. Abby Bettencourt
looked to the design of ant
colonies to solve a common
St. Pius problem. Our stadium has one main exit that
can become very congested.
But as she pointed out,
“If we have more entrances
and exits like the ant hills, it
might be less crowded and
make life easier.”
It’s easy to imagine to
improve the world through
biomimicry. Think of an issue that we have in society
today like climate change or
fossil fuel shortages. Then
see if you can innovate the
world by finding a plant or
animal structure that could
solve the issue. Voila! You
just made the world a better place using innovation
inspired by nature.

news

Golden Lines

4

December 15, 2017

Fine arts students perform holiday hits at Christmas Concert
WITT HOLLENSBE
Staff Writer

While many Christmas traditions happen at home, such
as decorating the tree and
making cookies with family
members, the Fine Arts Department celebrates the holiday season with their annual
Christmas Concert, featuring
the band, guitar and chorus
programs.
This year’s concert was
on December 6 and 7 in the
Young Center, which came
alive with a wide range of
Christmas music, including
several songs from the “The
Nutcracker, “ such as “Dance
of the Reed Pipes” by senior
guitarists Maggie Geeslin,
Grace Repasky, Rachel Chin
and Mary Margaret Cozart.
Although the concert has featured this song before,it was
performed for the first time
ever by an all-female quartet.
The band also played the
ballet’s very familiar “Nutcracker Suite,” a performance
that sophomore Rafael Celedon called “the highlight of
the show.”
The Christmas Concert
included familiar 1950s hits
as well, such as “Jingle Bell
Rock” and “Mele Kalikimaka”
featuring intermediate guitar students with vocals from
sophomores Henry Guynn,
Elizabeth
Hollensbe,
Vy
Nguyen and junior Melani
Macik.
“The set was so bright that
couldn’t I see the audience,
which was good for my nerves,

honestly,” said Hollensbe.
Sticking with retro selections, the band performed
“Sleigh Ride,” a 1960s song
that sophomore band member
Sofia Rodeghiero described
as her “favorite and the most
difficult to perform because it
has a lot of percussion.”
The men’s and women’s
vocal ensembles had their
time in the spotlight as they
sang songs such as “Peace on
the Earth,” “Little Drummer
Boy,” Vivaldi’s “Gloria” and
“Carol of the Bells.”
Sophomore men’s ensemble member Jack Koenig, said
he enjoyed how the concert
exposed him and the audience
to a few Christmas songs he
had “never even heard before
Ms. Turek mentioned them in
class,” with his favorite being
the classic “Little Drummer
Boy.”
On the stage, students
transitioned from the songs
quickly, and the Tech Crew
was challenged to swiftly move
music stands, chairs and risers as they changed the set for
each group.
The performances were
preceded by a lot of hard work
and practice. Choir Director
Ms. Millie Turek said that her
ensembles were challenged to
ready their “Christmas repertoire” in under 14 rehearsals.
“The women’s ensemble is
building on what we started
together last year, and we had
some fabulous 9th graders join
us this fall!” Ms. Turek said.
“We started the men’s en-

semble this year and I am delighted with the young men
who signed up!” she continued. “They have been a joy to
work with and did such a fantastic job at the Fall Concert.”
With the demand for hard
work and dedication, the guitar program began working
before Halloween had even
rolled around the corner.
“Mr. Kennedy has set a
lot of goals, hard ones. If we
didn’t know the pieces by November, we weren’t going to
perform it in the Christmas
Concert, which is really difficult when we’re doing a lot
of other performances,” said
junior Felipe Villegas.
“Mr. Kennedy is the kind
of teacher that makes us get
stuff done and I think it really
helps us in the long run,” he
added.
Chin went as far to say that
preparation been “arduous
at best and a race against the
clock at worst.”
In addition to the performers, a large cast of parent volunteers and students made
this year’s Christmas Concert
possible. President of the St.
Pius X Arts Society’s Board
Mrs. Sheila Mohr said, “as a
parent volunteer, I also appreciate how much time and
effort goes into these productions both on and off the stage.
With any Fine Arts performance it takes many volunteer
hours to promote the event,
sell tickets, bake cookies, ushers and parking attendants.”
She added that the large

group of performers and
many performances “make for
a lot of work for our fabulous
Tech Crew students. They
work very hard to make certain everything is perfect with
sound and lights and staging.”
In the end, the hard work
paid off for the students on
stage. Chin described the an-

Juniors Chris Nguyen and Kyle Cochran practice in the dance
room for a dress rehearsal the day before their first performance. The guitar program played several songs including “Jingle Bell Rock” and pieces from “The Nutcracker.” Staff photo

Robotics team (cont. from pg. 1)

remote, which is also provided
by VEX and closely resembles
a video game console.
“[Code is] characters programmed to respond to different inputs,” explained McDaniels.
Each robotics competitions
has three stages: the robot
skills challenge, the teamwork
challenge finals and the excellence award. The scores of
each team in the first challenge
are used to match robots for
the second round of competition, and the scores achieved
in the finals affect each team’s
overall score. Judges evaluate each team’s scores in the
first two challenges along with
their engineering notebook
and general conduct in order
to choose the top three. These
three teams are given the excellence award.
One unique element of the
competitions is the possibility
to team up with a competing
school, which occurs during
the teamwork challenge seg-

ment of the competition.
“At the end, the team with
the most points picks another
team to partner up with,” said
Craver.
Alliances, which are especially important before the
head-to-head stage of the
competition, apply outside of
competitions as well. When the
team was very new, Marist became their mentor school and
helped the team get their feet
off the ground.
“Unlike in sports, Marist
helped a lot,” said Whitaker.
“They took us under their
wing.”
The team members said
there are many benefits to
working with robots. Not only
does it provide an outlet for
kids with a passion for technology, but also a place for people to learn the importance of
teamwork and good communication.
“It’s a unique format because of the [use of] collaboration,” said Mrs. Fish. “Right

now we’re the only program
at St. Pius that puts the ‘e’ in
STEM,” referring to the nationwide coalition to increase
Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics educations in schools.
The team also provides opportunities for leadership and
taking initiative, as students
practice staying on task and
making progress on their robots at every meeting.
“I help them stay on task,
keep schedules for everyone
and work with the teachers”
said team president Marcinko.
Being on the robotics team
will also serve its members well
in the future, as the demand
for workers in the robotics industry grows.
Because the job market is so
technologically focused, “participating in a robotics program during high school will
look really good on a resume,”
said Whitaker. “Plus, it’s really,
really fun, teaches programming and is just really neat.”

nual Christmas Concert as the
“most memorable part of the
holidays for me and my family. Even though it is a lot of
work, I think in my senior
year it’s ultimately important
to make the memories that’ll
stay with me before I go off to
college, like playing the guitar
in the concert.”

BEAUTY CONSULTANT

Sandra Giraldo Kirchhoff
770-855-0221
www.marykay.com/sgiraldo
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Christmas festivities across Georgia inspire holiday cheer
SOPHIA DE LURGIO
Staff Writer

With final exam prep creating a major roadblock, finding time to fully embrace the
Christmas spirit can be difficult for students this time
of year. But if you know just
where to look, you can find
holiday cheer in many Atlanta
spots.
From exploring light displays outside to watching a
classic show, Georgia has several quality options to start a
holiday tradition with your
friends and family. A few festive ideas include jamming at
Jingle Ball, watching A Christmas Carol, seeing “Fantasy in
Lights” at Callaway Gardens
and participating in the Hot
Chocolate Run.
To switch up the Christmas tunes, Power 96.1’s Jingle Ball will be hosting over
12 great singers including
Demi Lovato, Nick Jonas, and
Halsey. The concert will take
place at Philips Arena on December 15. Tickets range in
price from $50-$500 depending on your seat at the large
venue and time of purchase.
Many families keep the
yearly tradition of watching
“A Christmas Carol” present-

ed by the Alliance Theater.
This show will be playing
through December 24 at the
Cobb Energy Performing Arts
Centre. Ticket prices range
from $21-$64, but they sell
out quickly.
Charles Dickens’ story reminds the audience to cherish
love in a live, Broadway-scale
rendition of a classic. Senior
Kate Beckwith saw A Christmas Carol with her family a
few years ago.
“It was fun to see the story
come to life. I also loved the
intermission because it made
it seem more like a Broadway
play and I got to get snacks,”
she recounted.
Viewing the “Fantasy in
Lights” at Callaway Gardens
is a great way to brighten
the cloudy chill of a Georgia
winter. Although Callaway
Gardens is a bit out of the
way for most of us Atlantans,
the beautiful lights are worth
the trip to Pine Mountain.
Through January 6, the illuminated show will display 8
million lights and 15 scenes
to drive through and view as
you and your family crank
up the Christmas tunes in the
car.
Senior Mackenzie Bruce

went with her family several
years ago. “I liked how all
the lights were different and
unique. It was really fun and
a good bonding experience,”
she explained. “You can
go with your family or just
friends.”
If you are interested in
burning off all those Christmas cookies, the Hot Chocolate 15k/5k Run on February
4 may be the perfect holidaythemed event for you. Offering both a 5k and a 15k, this
run is ideal for amateurs and
cross country stars alike. The
course begins at the Georgia World Congress Center downtown and weaves
through Midtown. Registration ranges from $49-$74, but
prices will rise as the day of
the race approaches.
“I did it a few years ago
with my uncle. People put
jingle bells on their shoes! I
hate running but it was still a
great adventure,” senior Jackie Comerford explained.
If you are unsure if running is for you, there are
some incentives to participate: once you finish the race,
you receive a goodie bag (with
hot chocolate, of course)!
Christmas traditions are

Participants in the Hot Chocolate 15k/5k Run cross the
starting line of last year’s race. Finishers receive a goodie
bag of hot chocolate, marshmallows, pretzels and other
snacks. Picture courtesy of hotchocolate15k.com
essential for our sanity in
the season that is regrettably shared with finals and
gloomy weather. Thankfully,
the Peach State holds many
opportunities to create some

new traditions alongside the
old ones. Participate in some
of these events throughout
Georgia this winter, and you
will be feeling the Christmas
spirit for months to come.
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“A Golden Lion Christmas”
By Senior Will Galvin

T

was the night before Christmas, and in the city of Atlanta,
students from St. Pius awaited a visit from Santa.
They had all been good, or at least they tried,
Surely Santa would forget the rules that they didn’t abide.
Even if you think you’re the best student in the land,
Suddenly a yellow note could appear in your hand.
Maybe it’s from attendance and you won’t be in trouble,
Or maybe it’s from the dean to report there on the double.
But in the St. Pius family these bad eggs are few
Because they rock with the white and roll with the blue.
The stockings were hung up on the fireplace ridge,
And pictures of a Mark Kelly Santa were placed nicely on the fridge.
After attending Mass to celebrate the birth of Christ,
They put out Sage dining cookies, maybe slightly overpriced.
Finally in bed appearing fast asleep,
They all dreamed of Santa delivering their new Jeep.
As the sun began to rise and nighttime concluded,
Steven started filming for all of his Shaydudes.
While Pius kids received wonderful gifts from the North Pole,
Marist and BT kids got nothing but coal.
And even though the student body was spread all across the states,
This St. Pius Christmas was one of the greats.
And may cheer fill your houses and your holidays be bright,
Merry Christmas to all and to all a good night.
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Merry
Christmas

Need a break from studying?
Color this awesome drawing from senior Sarah Tyner!
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TRACKS

LION Senior unifies community through photography

FINAL EXAM SCHEDULE
Monday, December 18
Social Studies: 8-9:30
Theology: 10:15-11:45
Tuesday, December 19
Science: 8-9:30
English: 10:15-11:45
Wednesday, December 20
Math: 8-9:30
Foreign Language: 10:15-11:45

JACKIE COMERFORD
Staff Writer

As the Christmas season
approaches and generosity
and kindness become more
prevalent, one special student
is living proof that the spirit
of giving doesn’t have to be
reserved just for the holidays.
When she is not taking
AP classes, running cross
country, being the president
of NHS, and posing for
pictures as the Homecoming
Queen and Miss SPX, senior
Lauren Hutson spends her
extra time posting positive,
eye-opening
stories
on
Instagram about the students
that walk through the halls
of the St. Pius campus as
well as changing the lives of
refugees that have come into
the country. She uses her
passion for photography to
inspire, express and reveal
the true essence of humanity.
“I personally am a huge
believer in the ideology that
you are responsible for the
talent that you have been
entrusted with and that you
have an obligation to maximize
your use of it,” Hutson said.
Hutson
began
her
‘Humans of SPX’ Instagram
account with the first post
about
Reagan
SherrillMestre, a senior now, on
November 11, 2016. Hutson
took a short break from
the account, however she
has since resurrected it.
There are nearly 60 student
interviews,
from
seniors
of all backgrounds. She
hopes to get every student
from the class of 2018
involved before graduation.
“I saw all of these
unbelievable
passions
and talents and insight in
every person I knew, and I
wanted to bridge all of those
connections between people
who otherwise may have
never interacted with one
another or really known each
other,” Hutson explained.
“I
created
‘Humans’
as a platform through
which to connect people.”
Hutson takes advantage
of her amazing photography
skills and captures the
diversity that encompasses
the school community. Each
photograph of a student is
complimented by a snapshot
of his or her own life.
Whatever they express to
Lauren is typed up and shared
with the school through
her
Instagram
account.
“I don’t really have a
specific set of questions
that I ask people,” Hutson

said. “I just say, ‘talk about
whatever is important to you.’
This is intentionally nonconstrictive so that people
can feel free to talk about
their memorable experiences,
trials, gratitude, insecurities,
passions, or life philosophies.
I contact people or they sign
up through a Google Form
(the link to which is located
in the Instagram bio), and I
make an audio recording of
them talking before taking
their picture. I then go and
transcribe the interview and
post it with the picture!”
Senior Grace Berg used
this account as a vessel to
explain the close bond she
shares with her sisters.
“I have always felt like I
talk about my sisters way too
much, but I wanted to let
everyone know why and how
I could talk about them all the
time,” Berg said. “We have a
super close bond and people
didn’t seem to understand
it so I wanted to use that
interview to gush about
them and explain myself.”
Students really love this
account. It gives them an
opportunity to understand
the very people that surround
them for more than seven
hours a day, five days a week.
“It has really opened my
eyes to the struggles everyone
is facing and that everyone
comes
from
different
backgrounds,”
senior
Kyle
Downie
explained.
This account has connected
students from all spectrums.
It has created an unbreakable
bond between the student
body. It puts everyone on
a new level, the same one.
“I’m really convinced that
the most valuable resource
that people have is each other,
because without ventures
between souls, growth is
stifled to our own points of
view,” Hutson said. “My drive
to connect and understand
the origin and process of what
inspires and heals others gives
me new eyes through which
to see the world every day,
and I hope it opens people’s
minds and hearts and just
creates bridges to connect
our mosaic school population.
I
love
this
project.”
Her
next
adventure,
called ‘People Not Projects,’
began with Hutson’s strong
desire to share her talent
with those who needed it
the most and people who do
not have access to something
we use everyday: cameras.
“I love the artistry that
filters through the lens of

my camera into my soul,
and as photography became
something that made me
happier
my
immediate
instinct was to use it to share
that jubilance with others,”
Hutson
explained.
“But
who? Who really needed
or would benefit from my
love of photography when
all those around me already
had access? Then, through
service work, I became
acquainted with Clarkston,
Georgia, and fell in love with
the refugees that I met there,
and I saw the bigger picture.”
She
reaches
out
to
the
families
that
have
recently fled from their
homeland. She gives them
something we often take for
granted, a family portrait.
“These
are
families,”
Hutson said. “Unfathomably
happy families who have
narrowly escaped and survived
horrors most of us will never
be able to imagine. They
literally have won the lottery
of the IRC (International
Rescue
Committee)
to come to America to
start their lives anew.”
She takes on the challenge
of welcoming these families
into the country, despite the
fact that this is new territory
for her. Hutson hopes to
inspire those around her

and impact the lives of
these people. She wants to
inspire an “unprecedented
interconnectedness”
within
the
country.
“This
opportunity
is
wonderful, but also very
unfamiliar and daunting,
and I feel not obligated but
overjoyed to make them
feel seen and helped and
appreciated in the country
which is equally theirs as it
is mine,” Hutson explained.
“These are people -- these
are my friends -- not projects.
I am amazed and humbled
by the stories that I’ve heard
from these families. It is
my pleasure to honor their
flight and incessant courage
with framed family photos
and albums of them in
their new home.”
Hutson
has
devoted
her time to encapsulate
what humanity is all about.
Through
her
Instagram
account ‘Humans of SPX’
and her foundation ‘People
not
Projects,’
she
has
successfully displayed the
diversity that surrounds our
everyday life, and has shown
that everyone has a past.
Hutson hopes to interview
the whole class of 2018 for
the Instagram account, and
to continue to touch the
lives of refugees around her.

Hutson poses with the father of a family she photographed for her foundation ‘People Not Projects.’ In
their hands are the photos that she captured. Photo
courtesy of Lauren Hutson
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Students & faculty enjoy unique Christmas traditions
WELDON KOLKER
Staff Writer

The holidays are approaching as the leaves start
to fall, the temperature drops
and people begin preparing
for the most wonderful time
of the year: Christmas
Christmas is about spending time with family and appreciating every day for the
love that surrounds us. No
matter how you celebrate the
holidays, whether it’s baking
cookies or ice-skating with
friends and family, everyone
seems to find their own way to
get into the Christmas spirit.
Everyone loves getting
presents for Christmas, but
the Schwarze family likes to
substitute a spontaneous vacation instead of receiving presents.
“Most people would like to
open presents on Christmas
morning, but last year I went
to New York on Christmas
and it was awesome,” said junior Ava Schwarze. “Everyone
thinks it’s the worst thing ever
to not get any present, but if
anything I felt more in the
Christmas spirit because New
York is filled with snow.”
Julia Clark’s family takes a
beach trip in attempt to get a

little tan before coming back
to school after the break.
“Every year my family
usually goes to the beach on
Christmas and we try to catch
some rays before coming back
to the cold,” said Clark. “I try
to get in a little color too before the new year. Then on
Christmas Eve my aunt has an
annual Christmas Eve dinner
with our whole family. There
is usually some type of drama
that occurs but I’m just busy
stuffing my face with food,”
said Clark.
Athletic
trainer
Gary
Schmitt braves the frozen tundra of the North as he travels
to Wisconsin to visit his family.
“We go up to see my family
in Sheboygan Falls, Wisconsin
every year and we kind of all
just sit around and do whatever and then I play Santa for
the next door neighbors and
ya know do my thing...ho ho
ho,” he said.
While some people love to
travel, others enjoy staying at
home baking delicious goodies for Santa.
“We have our family over
and have our annual bake
off,” said coach Bob Gilbert.
“We have all of our cousins

over and decorate cookies for
Santa. Everyone tries to put as
much icing as possible on the
cookies but make it somewhat
neat.”
The classic putting out
cookies and milk for Santa to
eat is a common thing among
most families, but it’s always
entertaining to hear different
foods families set out for him.
“It’s kinda weird, I know,
but I set out carrots and ranch
for Santa. I mean who doesn’t
love carrots and ranch?” said
senior Cole Einbender.
Different families have different traditions, including
some peculiar ones. Head
girls lacrosse Coach Matt Anderson’s family “starts at 8 pm
on Christmas Eve by sitting
on the couch and watching
“A Christmas Story” for 24
hours straight … you’ll shoot
your eyes out.” So maybe not
everyone enjoys what they
do on Christmas, but it’s not
about what you do, it’s about
who you do it with.
For those who celebrate
this wonderful time of the
year, it’s always a blessing to
see family or other loved ones
you don’t see on a regular basis. Traditions like buying fake
or real trees, Christmas Eve

dinner and going to church
with your family are all events
that express what Christmas is
all about, love and appreciation for one another. It’s not
a place for hate or for sorrow

and regret, instead it’s a happy time of year and a chance
to forget everything bad that
goes on in life and focus on
what’s right in front of you.

Every Christmas, Gary Schmitt dresses as Santa for his
family and neighbors in his hometown of Sheboygan
Falls, Wisconsin. Photo courtesy of Gary Schmitt
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JUNGLE
ROARS

Upcoming
Athletic Events

Dec. 15: Swimming
& Diving vs. Madeline Brown International @ Emory
university, 4:00
pm; JV Wrestling
vs. Multiple Team
Meet @ Lumpkin County High
School, 4:00 pm;
JV Girls’ Basketball
vs. Stephens County High School @ Stephens
County High School, 4:00
pm; JV Boys’ Basketball
vs. Stephens County High
School @ Stephens County
High School, 5:30 pm; Girls’
Basketball vs. Stephens
County High School @ Stephens County High School,
7:00 pm; Boys’ Basketball
vs. Stephens County High
School @ Stephens County
High School, 8:30 pm
Dec. 16: Wrestling vs.
Dual Team Tournament
@ Oconee County High
School, 9:00 am, Freshmen
Boys’ Basketball vs. KIPP
Atlanta Collegiate @ Home,
12:00 pm
Dec. 20: Freshmen Boys’
Basketball vs. Decatur High
School @ Decatur High
School, 4:30pm; JV Girls’
Basketball vs. Eagle’s Landing High School @ Home,
4:30 pm; JV Boys’ Basketball vs. Eagle’s Landing
High School @ Home, 4:30
pm; Girls’ Basketball vs. Eagle’s Landing High School
@ Home, 6:00 pm; Dance
Team @ Home, 6:00 pm;
Boys’ Basketball vs. Eagle’s
Landing High School @
Home, 7:30 pm
Dec 22: Wrestling vs. Individual Tournament @ Buford High School
Dec. 23: Wrestling Individual Tournament @ Buford
High School, 9:00 am
Dec. 28: JV Wrestling
Individual Tournament
@ Mountain View High
School, 9:00 am; Wrestling
vs. Individual Tournament
@ Harlem High School;
SPX Christas Classic Basketball Tournament @ Home,
6:00 am
Dec. 29: SPX Christmas
Classic Basketball Tournament @ Home, 12:30;
Wrestling vs. Individual
Tournament @ Holy Innocents’ Episcopal School,
12:00 pm

Live from St. Pius, it’s ESPX!
RILEY LUCKMANN
Staff Writer

You see their video productions. You hear their voices
commentating. You know
they’ll be at every game. ESPX
is a household name at St.
Pius X, but not many people
know all of the hard work that
goes into making each of their
broadcasts to successful.
Senior Josh Sullivan is Head
Producer for the program this
year.
“My job is to coordinate every event we broadcast, and
make sure we have a crew for every game,” he said. “I also train
incoming members on how to
use the equipment, serve as the
main communications between
us and visiting broadcasts, and
determine when we need new
equipment and what to buy.”
Another important component is interviewing coaches
before the games. Preparation
for sporting events and games
involves the ESPX crew going
out to interview coaches.
“Commentators get infor-

mation about the team records,
team and player stats, strengths
and weaknesses, injuries, players with college offers,” said junior George Madathany, who is
on the visual production team
and is a soccer commentator.
“I attend most football and
basketball practices for a minimum of one hour to practice
play-by-play announcing,” said
junior Luke Winstel who is one
of ESPX’s main announcers.
“Each broadcast is the culmination of about 40-70 hours of
work.”
The collection of information is crucial for a successful
broadcast.
“Unlike a stadium or ‘P.A.
Announcer,’ my broadcasts are
very similar to a professional
broadcast you would see on
TV,” Winstel said. “The information I gather is necessary to
“run the show” and entertain/
inform our viewers between
plays.”
Each sport broadcasted by
ESPX has a slightly different
setup.

Junior Nicolas Batholomai films a St. Pius X fooball game
for ESPX broadcasting. He is in line to be next year’s producer of the program. Photo courtesy of Garrett Loges

“For football, we usually set
up 2 HD cameras, set up mics
for the crowds and set up the
computer so we can stream the
entire game online,” said junior
Sebastian Geraldo. “We also
make sure to get mics for our
commentators.”
“For the other sports, we
tend to only one run camera,”
Sulllivan said, referring to
sports such as basketball and
soccer. “The core of our setup
is the computer that all the information feeds through so we
can live-stream for the world to
see.”
As far as game days go, there
are many tasks the ESPX crew
has to get done.
“We set up equipment an
hour or two before the game,”
Madathany said. “Afterwards,
we test for any issues we need to
troubleshoot, and commentators finalize all the information
needed for the game.”
The ESPX crew also runs social media accounts in order to
update fans that can’t be at the
game or watch the broadcast.
Geraldo said he currently runs
the social media (Facebook,
Instagram, and Facebook) for
ESPX during the football season.
“When I can’t make it to far
away football games to watch, I
still was able to keep track of the
score throughout the game,”
said senior Julia Clark. “I would
constantly check my Twitter for
constant score updates.”
ESPX has also recently started broadcasting non-athletic
events.
“Starting this year, we broadcasted the Marching Band
Competition that SPX hosted at
the request of Mr. Paetznick,”

Sullivan said. “Obviously the
coolest non-sport event we run
is Teacher Jam in the spring.”
The team runs a very successful program in all that also
has a “fun vibe” to it, according
to Sullivan.
“We work together very
well,” Geraldo said. “Josh, our
producer, makes sure that we
all stay on task, and he is always
available, just in case we have
any problems.”
Winstel explains that he
himself also puts a lot of effort
into the ESPX program because
his goal is to be the best broadcaster in the United States.
“I won two broadcasting
awards at a camp at the University of Alabama after my sophomore year and hope to earn
more before I graduate from St.
Pius in 2019,” Winstel said. “My
long-term goal is to be a professional sports announcer on either TV or radio, and become
one of the best of all time.”
Because of the success of the
broadcasts, ESPX is currently
one of the top five programs in
the nation in terms of number
of views for high school sports
broadcasting and had 32,000
viewers over 88 productions last
year, according to Madathany.
They’ve even had viewers
from every single continent
except Antarctica “since our
games and events are broadcasted on the Internet and are
available internationally,” Winstel said.
The ESPX crew works hard
each and every game day to
ensure a great broadcast and
announcing for fans to enjoy if
they can’t physically make it to
the game. Who needs ESPN
when you have ESPX?

ways striving to improve his skill
level,” head wrestling coach Mr.
Mike Lancaster said.
As a senior, Spearman is
hoping to make the most of his
last season wrestling as a Golden Lion. Last season he placed
sixth in the state because he tore
his labrum during the semifinals. “I was really upset about
it but I just tried to support my
team after that,” said Spearman.
“Expectations for Max are
high, but really, no higher than
the expectations he puts on
himself each and every day,”
said Coach Lancaster.
With only one senior,
younger wrestlers such as such
as juniors Patrick Jackson, Sean
Laubenthal, Dominic Thomas
and sophomore Vincent Thomas have taken advantage of their
opportunity to step into leader-

ship positions. “All of them in
their own way have taken ownership of the team and have
been an excellent source of leadership for our younger guys,”
said Coach Lancaster.
However, their toughest
opponent is within their own
region. “Jefferson will definitely be our biggest competition.
They have won state 17 years in
a row,” Lancaster said.
But he is optimistic, saying, “I do see our young men
working hard, and by the end of
January, who knows, we might
just sneak up on some people
in the traditional tournament,”
said Coach Lancaster.
The team hopes to shock
the state this year despite their
lack of seniors, and they are
ready to climb their way to the
top.

Senior leadership guides young wrestling team
JILL GILBERT
Staff Writer

One senior, six juniors and
six sophomores. This is the lineup for the St. Pius X wrestling
team this year. The lone senior,
Max Spearman, is hoping for
big things this season, and in
order to accomplish them he’s
putting in the required amounts
of hard work, and then some.
This work incorporates all
aspects of his daily life, especially
his diet, which consists of chicken, chicken and, sometimes on
his cheat days, he eats chicken.
Adhering to a strict diet in order
to stay in his weight class is just
one part of Spearman’s difficult
training.
In order to practice with
wrestlers in his weight class,
Spearman has transferred
gyms. He now typically prac-

tices for about two hours with
the St. Pius X team, drives an
hour to his second gym, where
he then practices until 8:00
pm, and doesn’t get home until
around 9:30 pm.
“It has been very difficult
because it gets me home a lot
later, but I know it will pay off,”
said Spearman.
Spearman is no stranger
to the challenges of the sport
because he’s been competing
for such a long time. “I started
wrestling in about third grade at
the St. Pius summer camp,” said
Spearman.
He has also been on the
wrestling team throughout his
high school career and continues to better himself every season. “I’ve had the pleasure of
coaching Max all four years and
he is a tireless worker and is al-
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All roads forever lead to St. Pius for longtime AD
Mark Kelly retires after decades of service to athletics department

MEGAN MITTELHAMMER
Editor-in-Chief

Describing an indescribable person is an indescribably hard task, yet we’re
forced to do just that as we
say goodbye to a pillar of the
St. Pius X community.
Athletic Director Mr. Mark
Kelly is the indescribable person in our community. He
is an enigma: a blood drive
crusader, a coiner of catchy
phrases (“big, big weekend”)
and a distruster of maps (“all
roads lead to Pius”).
His retirement at the end
of this semester forces students, athletes, coaches, faculty and fans to try to imagine a home game without his
booming voice and genuine
smile.
“God clearly had plans for
Mark on this earth, and St.
Pius was in them,” Mr. Chuck
Byrd said, a former St. Pius
guidance
counselor
and
longtime friend of Mr. Kelly.

“Mark was always a very
unique and special person!
From the day that I met
him he was enthusiastic,
loving, kind, competitive
(but always sportsmanlike)
and someone who lives life
to the fullest.”
“Mark
is
extremely
loyal to his family, friends,
school, church and God,”
Mr. Byrd continued. “He
literally gives his all to others.”
Mr. Kelly does in fact
give his all to others, and
encourages the St. Pius
community to do the same
by participating in the fall
and spring blood drives
held on campus.
After battling cancer,
Mr. Kelly decided to organize a blood drive at the
school as well as at his local
parish, Holy Cross Catholic
Church. When he speaks
about his sickness and the
importance of giving blood,

it’s easy to understand his
dedication to the drive and his
desire to have as many people
registered as possible.
“Long before I ever worked
for Coach Kelly I was a Pius
parent,” Athletic Department
assistant Mrs. Melinda Martin said. “Every time he would
speak and every time I listened,
his speech would tug on my
heart and I would get misty.”
After over 40 years at St.
Pius, Mr. Kelly leads by example. His specialty involves
creating family-friendly sporting events and instilling sportsmanship and hard work in
all Golden Lion athletes. His
presence on the sidelines of
the football field during Marist
games and after another girls’
soccer state championship victory will surely be missed.
“Mr. Kelly has always been
such a great supporter of the
girls soccer team,” girls’ soccer
head coach Mrs. Sara Schmitt
said.

“He is constantly checking
in with me during the school
days on results and potential
match-ups,” she said.
“He also attends all home
games and makes appearances
at the away games. I will always remember him running
onto the field after I coached
my first state championship
win and the huge hug that he
gave me and then all of the
players,” Mrs. Schmitt added.
Some of the most profound
memories students and faculty
will have of Mr. Kelly are from
his unique quotes over the afternoon announcements.
If there is ever not a “big,
big weekend at St. Pius,” the
St. Pius community would
probably be very concerned.
At least one sporting event
per week receives a nod from
Mr. Kelly over the afternoon
announcements, and it would
never be complete without his
trademark phrase.
“St. Pius will miss the fa-

mous quote of ‘All roads
lead to St. Pius’ when Mr.
Kelly leaves. The future
Athletic Director can use the
phrase, but only Mr. Kelly
will be remembered for the
phrase,” Mrs. Schmitt insisted.
Mr. Kelly has developed
a passion for and commitment to the St. Pius community. His impact on the
school and its athletic program will always be cherished.
“Mark Kelly has left an
amazing legacy at St. Pius
X,” Mr. Byrd said. “Most
importantly, he has had a
profound effect on thousands of young lives. He has
inspired students with his
energy and love and he has
encouraged all of them to
be the best that they can be!
Mark is a winner in every
sense of the word. He will
be missed at St. Pius, but
never forgotten.”

‘Win region, win state, protect the X-Dome’

Boys basketball has clear set of goals as they begin new season
LUCY GRAHAM
Staff Writer

Basketball is back and the
boys team has big shoes to fill
coming off their state championship appearance last year.
The varsity boys basketball
team is starting their season
off immensely prepared and
they’re looking to earn another banner for the gym wall.
They tipped off their season
on November 14 with a 67-41
win over Blessed Trinity.
In the offseason, players
practiced their shooting, lifted
weights, and conditioned their
bodies to get ready for the season.
“I practiced my three-point
shot, three times a week, and
focused on getting stronger in
the weight room,” said senior
Kennedy Willis.
The team “played together
all through June and have
been doing 4-man workouts
since early October,” said junior Matthew Gonzalo. The
four man workouts consist of
one coach and four players.
They focus on the players’
individual skills such as shooting, dribbling, and passing.
Head Coach Aaron Parr
introduced a new form of
training this year. On October
28 and October 29, the team
invited former Navy Seals to

lead a team building and
team culture program to
help enhance the leadership
of the players.
The two-day training program included a talk about
how the players must lay it
on the line for each other
and work together as well
as a long workout consisting
of tire flips, pushups, situps,
core training and squats.
Coach Parr was particularly pleased with the
Navy Seal training and said
“the leadership and ability
to handle adversity of the
whole team improved significantly.”
Another event that focused on team building was
a lock-in at school in early
November. According to
junior Nico Broadway, the
lock-in provided the boys
with a chance to “bond as a
team and set our team goals
for the season.”
The main goal for the
team is to “come off the season as the best version of
themselves and focus on getting better each day because
they have a long season
ahead,” said Coach Parr.
Senior Christian Mattei
agreed saying that his “three
main goals are to: Win region. Win state. Protect the

X-dome.”
The team bonding experiences are especially helpful for
the five new players who are all
juniors: Shemar Etienne, Steven
Seramur, Philip Okafor, Ben
Burnett and Riley Costas. Along
with working on their skills and
getting to know their teammates, these new young guys
provide a few beneficial qualities
that add to the character of the
team.
“Philip Okafor has a sense of
humor that brings a new perspective to the team because he
is always cracking jokes and being funny,” said Gonzalo.
Coach Parr is also looking to
his strongest returning players
to step up as leaders.
“This year’s team is a veteran
group versus last year’s young
and inexperienced team,” said
Coach Parr. “This can be good
or bad depending on how the
boys handle their status as upperclassmen. However senior
Everett Lane and junior Brian
Gonzalo specifically stick out as
leaders because they are very
vocal players, good communicators, and they are the hardest
workers.”
The team realizes how steep
the competition is and they
know that they are going to
have to work together to make
this season another one for the

record books.
“All the games in the state
tournament are tough because
each team is extremely prepared,” said Gonzalo. “But
the toughest games to me are
away games on Friday nights
because the other teams have
huge crowds and we generally
don’t.”
Willis takes a more statistical
approach when predicting the
teams’ more challenging opponents saying that “the top three
toughest teams are Langston
Hughes, Mount Bethel, and
Green Forest because they have
division-one athletes and these
are teams we have never played
so we don’t know what to expect against them.”
The final and most important way the team prepares is
through practice and mental
preparation.

“Always expect the richest
and creamiest”

The team practices about
two and a half hours each
day and after games they
stretch, ice, watch film and
lift weights.
Each player likes to mentally prepare for the games
differently. Gonzalo prefers
“watching some of my favorite players on YouTube and
listen to music.”
Mattei prepares similarly
by “listening to music in the
locker room before the game
as well as stretching and
making sure [he’s] ready to
go.”
But all this time and effort
only pays off if students come
out to support the team.
“I’m really counting on
our students and fans to be
our sixth man on the court
this year,” exclaimed Coach
Parr.
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Two students and one
teacher are asked a series
of random questions...

Say
What?!
What gift would you bring
Jesus in addition to gold,
frankincense, and myrrh?

Aggie Brewster ‘20

Tommy King ‘18

Mrs. Elizabeth Ross, English

Hair gel and scissors

Designer shoes since they were barefoot.
EWWWW!

I would bring Mary a gift

Michelle and Barack Obama

Adam Levine and Behati Prinsloo

Michelle and Barack

Reading :(

To eat whatever I want and not gain
weight

I wish I could drape and make my own
clothing patterns

What is your favorite skill
that you do have?

My ability to pop bubbles in *ANY*
bathroom

EVERYTHING !!

Arranging my closet and styling for the
runway

Favorite conspiracy theory?

The Earth is round...we all know it’s flat

That Kylie is pregnant...I mean, is it a
boy or a girl?

We never landed on the moon

Salve

An 8 because I lost 30 lbs. #skinnylegend 10! My husband & I finally opened our theatre!

People fear me

I want people to be afraid of not loving
me.

Loved

The cat one

Italian. Bonjour!

Russian--so I can read Chekhov’s and
Postowsky’s original texts

Right to vote

Don’t wear ugly clothing, which basically
means anything that’s not in my closet

Develop your own personal style--trust
your instincts and be authentic!

A neck brace

OMG! Louis Vuitton luggage

A Libertine Army jacket

to

who is your favorite
celebrity couple?
what skill do you
wish you had?

1-10, what rating would
you give 2017?
would you rather be
feared or loved?
what language do you wish
you could speak?
what amendment would you
add to the

Constitution?

What do you want most
this Christmas?

Breeze

way

If you were Mr. Turner’s Secret
Santa, what would you get him?

“A mongol”
“A forearm, solely for
- Gabe Brogie ‘20
cannibalism, and john green”
-Britton Buchanan ‘19

“UWG gear”
- Hannah Sik ‘18
“A meeting with
Nicolas Cage so he can
teach Mr. Turner how to
steal the Declaration of
Independence.”
- Ms. Curlette

“More checkerboards
for his mini cooper”
-Mr. barwick

“An adult coloring book with
mandalas” - Ivanna Rodriguez ‘18

“China. Like, the country.”
- Caroline Hollensbe ‘20

Banter

