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‘It’s better to be proactive rather than reactive’
School continues to take steps ensuring campus safety

MEGAN MITTELHAMMER
Editor-in-Chief
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Read more on page 11
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Looking for you newest fall
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favorites on pages 6 and 7

With an increase in active
school shootings across the
country, from Virginia Tech
to Sandy Hook Elementary
School, questions are being
raised about the security of our
schools.
According to the advocacy group Everytown For
Gun Safety, there have been
220 school shootings since
the deaths of 27 students and
teachers at Sandy Hook in
Newtown, Connecticut in 2012.
Faced with the new mindset where safety concerns are
unfortunately more prevalent
than ever before, the St. Pius X
administration is taking steps
to address these security concerns in the form of a security
committee, the installation of
blue police lights and an authentic active shooter drill.
“First of all, we are safe at
St. Pius, and we have excellent
security precautions in place,”
theology teacher and Safety
and Security Committee member Mr. J.T. Gilbert said “It’s

better to be proactive rather
than reactive.”
The school created a Safety
and Security Committee about
ten years ago, which “looks at
how we as an educational institution can be proactive in the
protection of our school and its
patrons,” Mr. Gilbert said.
According to Mr. Gilbert,
“the safety and security of our
students is and always has been
the number one concern for St.
Pius.”
The
committee
holds
monthly meetings to discuss
new policies and procedures
and find ways to “implement
what is needed to secure our
school community as best we
can,” Mr. Gilbert said.
Last month, St. Pius put this
committee to action by planning and conducting an active
shooter drill on Friday, September 29 with the help of the
Chamblee Police Department.
Approximately a dozen
of armed, trained Chamblee
Police personnel entered the
school following “suspicious
suspects,” portrayed by two

St. Pius students and faculty wait on the baseball field after
being evacuated during the active shooter drill in September. The school is proactively taking steps to ensure the
safety of the school. Photo courtesy of Mr. Barwick
previously selected officers
who simulated a real life scenario, which included gunfire
and a forceful altercation, and
was just as much of a training
exercise for the police as it was
for St. Pius.
“We all sat in complete silence just listening and waiting
for something to happen,” said
junior Brooke Sledge, who was

in yearbook class during the
time of the shooting.
“Throughout the drill we
could hear someone coaching
the cops through their training
saying ‘remember who your
priority is,’” she continued.
“After a few minutes of gunfire,
there was total silence and we
just had to sit and wait until we
continued on pg. 4

SPX community provides help to hurricane victims
JILL GILBERT
Staff Writer

If you thought you heard
more news coverage than usual of hurricanes the past few
months, you’re right, you have.
As of September 30, 13 named
storms, eight hurricanes and five
major hurricanes (Category 3 or
higher) have formed in the Atlantic, making 2017 the ninth most
active hurricane season of all
time, according to the Weather
Channel.
The three hurricanes that
grabbed the most headlines were
Harvey, Irma and Maria, which
slammed the Caribbean and the
Southern United States.
Hurricane Harvey made landfall in Texas along the Gulf Coast
on August 25, and for the next
several days it swept through
southern Texas and southwestern Louisiana. The Category 4
hurricane dropped 40-60 inches
of rain as it weakened to a tropical storm over the next several
days and left a trail of devastation
in its wake.
Texas governor Greg Abbott

estimates damage to be up to
$190 billion. The global humanitarian organization World Vision
estimates 13 million people have
been affected and nearly 135,000
homes were damaged or destroyed in the historic flooding.
The official death toll currently
sits at 82.
Living out the mission of our
school, St. Pius X reached out
and offered help to Sacred Heart
School in Rockport, Texas, one
of the areas hit the hardest. The
Catholic grade school suffered
severe damage and was forced
to close while parts of it could be
rebuilt.
St. Pius charged $5 for an outof-uniform day on September 15
that raised thousands of dollars.
Sacred Heart received $5,000
and remaining funds were sent to
Caritas, Puerto Rico, a member of
Catholic Charities.
Sacred Heart’s principal sent a
letter of gratitude to St. Pius, writing that they “appreciate your
kindness and generosity in reaching out to our school.” While the
school is still closed, progress is

being made in its rebuilding effort, and their administration
hopes it will open again in January.
Only about one week after
Harvey, Hurricane Irma hit the
Caribbean and parts of Florida.
The Category 5 storm devastated

those areas, and after it weakened
to a tropical storm, Irma still had
a widespread impact. Even Atlanta suffered from severe wind and
rain. Virtually all metro school
systems were closed for at least
two days, including St. Pius.

continued on pg. 4

Sophomore Chase Vaughn and freshman Caroline
Sims help organize supplies collected for Puerto Rico
after Hurricane Maria hit the area in September.
Photo courtesy of Mrs. Bettencourt
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What We Think... Respect: Is it earned or given?
Respect is an action that can
be expressed in several simple
forms; such as, responding to
a question with “yes sir” or “no
sir,” doing what your teachers
tell you to do without questioning them and especially treating others how you would want
to be treated. According to our
principal Mr. Steve Spellman,
one of the most respected men
on campus, “respect is having
an admiration for a person or
organization. It’s something
you look up to and/or try to
emulate. For example, I want
everyone to have respect for

SPX in that we deliver a quality
education that is different from
other schools as we love our
students-- we are a family!”
Regardless of how you define it, respect is based on a
combination of earning it and
inherently deserving it.
There are some people who
automatically deserve our respect, such as members of the
military, people working in the
office of the Presidency and authoritative figures like teachers
and policemen. Why? Their
roles in society inherently warrant our utmost regard, no

questions asked.
Theology teacher Ms. Melissa Ginther believes students
should give their teachers respect “because they’ve dedicated their life to a particular
subject and they’re trying to
communicate about something
that they enjoy and that is true.”
Similarly, senior Tommy
Westenberger
agrees
that
teachers undoubtedly deserve
respect from students because
“they’re coming from a position of authority and it’s not
something you can ignore. As
a person in authority, you have

Spotlight on Student Artwork
Senior Juliana Nark

to respect them.”
Other examples include our
parents and senior citizens.
From a young age, we were
hopefully taught to respect our
moms and dads as authority
figures and caretakers. Think
about all of the sacrifices they’ve
made to raise us to be the best
people we can be, and hold us
to high standards because they
want us to succeed.
As for elderly citizens, why
would you talk back to a frail
old woman or not hold the
door open for a little old man?
Despite being the most wise, experienced, and sweetest people
of our community, they are also
the oldest, which means you
won’t gain any sense of pride or
accomplishment by disrespecting them.
For most of us, respecting
servicemen and women, teachers and elders comes naturally.
On the other hand, showing
automatic respect to our peers
is sometimes harder to accomplish.
Treating someone our own
age with the same level of dignity as a police officer or principal
may seem inconceivable, but it
shouldn’t be because everyone
deserves a certain basic level of
respect and dignity as fellow
human beings.
This most likely will not entail loving every single person
you encounter in life; it might
simply require some act of
grace or patience on your part
in order to show them the love
and respect they deserve.
But even if an automatic level of respect should be granted
based on someone’s title, there
is still another type of respect
that isn’t static and instead fluctuates based on one’s actions.
For example, a classmate
you might have treated with a
mediocre level of esteem is capable of earning your trust and
respect as your relationship
with each other strengthens.
Maybe you admire their work
ethic and kindness to others.
Maybe it’s their integrity and
humility that earns them favorable points in your eyes.
At the same time, though,
someone who might have originally been given your utmost
respect is also capable of losing
it as time goes on by making
poor choices or statements.
Respect isn’t earned or given, it’s both. But the bottom
line is that every human being,
no matter how big or small,
how old or young, how rich
or poor, deserves a basic level
of human. What they do with
that fundamental amount of respect, however, is up to them.
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Can you actually keep up with the Kardashians?
Be honest
with
me for a
second and
answer this
truthfully:
do you actually keep
up with the
TAYLOR CORLEY
Editor-in-Chief
Kardashians?
Usually
this
questions
prompts two very different
answers. The Kardashians,
also known as the family that
everyone loves to hate, have a
range of supporters across the
nation.
Some people consider
themselves mega-fans, a.k.a
Dash Dolls, and actually appreciate the work the Kardashians have put into maintaining the brand they built.
Others who disagree tend to
think that the family of seven
is one of America’s worst obsessions.
Either way, there’s no denying that their twisted family
drama, often featured in the
headline of every single magazine in America, is usually
pretty comical and genuinely
fascinating.
“I think the show is very
entertaining and I enjoy just
watching them all yell at each
other sometimes,” said senior
Morgan West. “I also know
that right now Kylie is supposedly pregnant with Travis
Scott’s baby and apparently after she gives birth she’s going
to delete all her social media so
that should be interesting.”
The supposed pregnancy of
youngest sister Kylie Jenner,

20, is one of the most popular gossip topics regarding the
Kardashians right now. Even
those who don’t watch the
show regularly have an opinion on Kylie and her groundbreaking news.
“I think I heard that Kylie
might be pregnant but I don’t
really know because I think
watching ‘Keeping Up with
the Kardashians’ is a waste of
time,” said senior Brian Onorah. “Honestly she is the most
annoying and laziest sister in
my opinion, and her voice
alone just makes me want to
cry.”
But die-hard fans like senior Tommy King have a
very different view. “I think
Kylie is one of the more successful sisters in the family,”
said King. “She has started
making a name for herself
by creating her own brand of
makeup and lip kits.”
It’s true that each sister has
made her own claim to fame,
Kylie’s being her lip kit line,
and with a family full of such
bold and differing personalities, it’s hard not to pick
favorites.
“I think the most successful Kardashian is Khloe because of her whole transformation since the beginning of
the show,” said senior Jazmin
Huerta. “She’s super fit now
and even has her own exercise clothing line. I think she’s
pretty motivational and shows
that hard work eventually
pays off.”
Huerta is not the only one
who has taken a liking to the
particularly witty and carefree

Kardashian sister.
“Khloe is probably my favorite Kardashian because I
feel as if she is the most real
in her personality,” said senior Nina Burwell. “Honestly
it’s hard to say because I don’t
know any of them in person
so I can’t really speak on their
character, but Khloe doesn’t
seem to do everything for the
camera. She just does her own
thing.”
Khloe Kardashian’s sensible personality seems to be
what sets her apart from the
other members of her family,
and for some fans like King,
the other sisters just simply
cannot compare.
“My least favorite is actually
Kris but she doesn’t count so
my least favorite of the five sisters is Kim,” he said. “She just
doesn’t really seem as downto-earth as Khloe and Kendall
and it saddens me. But still, I
really do feel for her and think
she changed since her robbery
incident in Paris because that
was traumatic.”
And of course there are
those who have no opinion on
the Kardashians at all because
they feel as though their time
is better spent watching something other than reality TV.
“I don’t really watch ‘Keeping Up with the Kardashians’
because I just never got into
it,” said senior Patrick Connolly. “I prefer shows that are
more staged and have more
acting.”
Junior Stephanie Cozine
agreed saying she would
“rather be watching ‘The
Middle’ or ‘Golden Girls’ or

‘Friends.’”
Whether or not you actually watch “Keeping Up with
the Kardashians,” you have
to admit that you probably
knew Khloe could possibly be
carrying Tristan Thompson’s
baby right now, or that long
time on-again-off-again partners Kourtney Kardashian
and Scott Disick have officially
ended their relationship and
he is now dating 19-yearold Sofia Richie, or that the
most confusing love triangle
of your life was between Rob
Kardashian, Blac Chyna,
Rob’s girlfriend who he had
a baby with, and Tyga, Rob’s
sister, Kylie Jenner’s now exboyfriend who also had a baby
with Blac Chyna.

In a world where, according to King, “people dramatize their own lives more than
the Kardashians,” it’s hard not
to be mesmerized by the whirlwind that is the life of Khloe,
Kylie, Kourtney, Kendall,
Kim, Kris and Rob.
You can’t deny that at
some point during the week,
you will find yourself talking
about how much you either
love or hate the Kardashians.
Their drama may be annoying
and mind-boggling, but that
doesn’t make a conversation
regarding the Kardashians
any less enjoyable.
So, I guess the question
isn’t do you keep up with the
Kardashians, but can you keep
up with Kardashians?

Season one of “Keeping Up with the Kardashians” aired
in 2007. Now, ten years later, the family has started filming their 14th season. Photo courtesy of Cosmopolitan
Magazine

Taylor Swift is dead while Ke$ha is thriving
W
e
all experience
h a r d ships and
breakups
through
our short
f o u r
BRENNAN QUINN
Staff Writer
y e a r s .
Sometimes we forget that celebrities also experience the
same emotions and feelings
as high schoolers because…
ya know… they’re human!
Taylor Swift and Ke$ha
are two examples of celebrities that have experienced
the same struggles that we
encounter in our day-to-day
lives and wrote songs about
it. Rather than being vengeful like Taylor, Kesha has
risen from the ashes and is
shining a light on how we
should be resilient.

By now you’ve definitely
heard that pop Taylor released three new pulsating
singles from her forthcoming album, “Reputation.”
Even though I’m not
sure specifically what Taylor has experienced, personally I believe that these
songs are solely based on
exacting revenge rather
than being the Taylor that
everyone knew.
In the jaw-dropping
song, “Look What You
Made
Me
Do,”
Swift
shocked the nation with her
angsty lyrics that called out
any celebrity who has recently wronged her, including Kanye, Katy Perry and
Britney Spears. She even
calling out herself.
If I wrote an album
about all the people who
have wronged me, I would

have 17 albums by now, but
I have refrained from wasting my time writing these
songs because, like Michelle
Obama once said, “When
they go low, we go high.”
Toward the end of the
track, Swift performs a
spoken word part in which
she pretends to answer the
phone and saying, “I’m sorry, but the old Taylor can’t
come to the phone right
now. Why? Oh, cause she’s
dead.” Cliche, right?
With the release of each
new album, there’s always
that feeling of hope in our
hearts that Taylor Swift will
throw it back to her country
music era when she wrote
the hit songs “Fearless,”
“Picture to Burn” and “You
Belong with Me,” but unfortunately she’s let us down
again this time turning to

vengeance.
I feel bad that Taylor has
been ridiculed and mocked
by her peers, but who hasn’t
been hurt by people we
thought were our friends.
In contrast, the hit pop
sensation, Ke$ha, has recently reacted to her criticism and obstacles with a
different form of song.
Recently, Kesha released
her new single “Praying”
after four long years of being confined in music purgatory, unable to create any
new music due to contract
restraints and the ongoing
court battle surrounding
her.
“Praying,” as described
by Kesha in a personal essay
she wrote, is all about triumphing through adversity,
and finding peace in forgiving those who have hurt

you, “I hope your soul is
changing, changing, I hope
you find your peace.”
“If you feel like someone
has wronged you, get rid
of that hate, because it will
just create more negativity,”
said Kesha. One thing that
has brought me great relief
is praying for those people.
Being angry and resentful
will do nothing but increase
your own stress and anxiety,” said Ke$ha in an interview with Billboard.com.
People experience emotions in different ways, but
it is what you do with those
emotions that matter. I am
not saying that either of the
two pop sensations did it
right, but I believe that using music to heal one’s past
can be beneficial to the individual, but could hurt many
others if used negatively.
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Fall Chorus Concert features pop, Broadway and Disney hits
Musical talent from the
Men’s and Women’s Vocal
Ensembles as well as the Pius
Players Musical Ensemble
will be on full display Thursday, November 2 at the Fall
Chorus Concert in the Young
Center Auditorium.
Choral Director Mrs. Millie Turek has been hard at
work with students every 7th
and 8th period since the first
day of school as they learned
and perfected all 13 songs
that will be featured in the
performance, which starts at
7 pm.
“It can be difficult to remember some of the songs,
especially the ones in different languages,” said freshman ensemble member Katie
McGeehan.
During the classical portion of the show, the Men’s

and Women’s Ensemble will
showcase classical songs with
Latin, French and Spanish
origins. Several solos are also
in store for the audience, including one from Chaplain
Father Michael. A member of
the prestigious Atlanta Boys
Choir in high school, Father
Michael will sing “How Can
I Keep From Singing,” a folk
song from Arlo Guthrie and
Pete Seeger.
“I’m really excited about
Father Michael being the soloist because he has an amazing
voice and it will be a huge surprise to the audience,” sophomore Sydney Jatio said.
The ensemble will also
team up with the Pius Players Musical Ensemble to sing
Broadway and Disney hits.
During the pop-broadway
portion of the show, the ensembles will sing recognizable
songs from famous Broadway

musicals such as “The Lion
King” and “Sweet Charity.”
“My favorite portion [of
the concert] is definitely our
pop and broadway songs,”
said McGeehan.
The show will end with
the Pius Players Musical Ensemble hits from Disney movies including “Moana,” “Frozen,” “The Princess and the
Frog” and many more. Senior
Mary Clare Bowden and juniors Neal Belden and Clare
Hungeling will be some of the
featured soloists singing these
songs.
For the final song, all of
the performers will join on
stage to sing “The Circle of
Life” from Disney’s “The
Lion King.”
“I am definitely excited
about the concert because we
get to show off all our wonderful hard work. The portion I am most excited for is

were evacuated.”
Students remained hidden
in their classrooms, similar to
the “Chapel is Closed” intruder drill, until an administrator
came to each room to evacuate
students and teachers to the
Seaver Sports Complex.
“I do think overall it was
beneficial for us to know we
need a plan for evacuating students,” Sledge said, “and I’m
sure the cops found weak spots
that they need to work on so
that if something really does
happen we will all be safe.”
The committee had two
goals for a successful drill, and
both were accomplished.
“The first [goal] was to look
at the plans we as a school have
in place if such a horrific tragedy occurred and to make sure
we are prepared as best as we
can be,” Mr. Gilbert said, “as
well as addressing certain areas
and ensuring how we can make
this school community as safe as
possible.
“The second major reason
we did the drill,” he continued, “was to establish a good
working relationship with the
Chamblee Police so that they
can get acquainted with the
layout of our school, train their
personnel to be as ready for
this situation as one can be and
advise us on areas we need to
improve for the safety of our
community.”
According to the Chamblee
Police Department, in the event
of a real school shooting, Chamblee, Atlanta, Dunwoody, Sandy Springs and Dekalb police
would arrive at the scene, along
with the DeKalb S.W.A.T. team

and Georgia Tech police and
K-9 unit. The nearest station is
expected to arrive on campus
within three to five minutes of a
distress call to police.
“Needless to say,” Mr. Gilbert reassured, “if something
like this were to happen, thousands of police personnel would
be visible.”
The most important tip students should remember in the
event of a real life shooter scenario is to “follow the directions
of the teacher and do what we
have practiced to do,” Mr. Gilbert stated.
The school will communicate
with parents “the best way possible, so probably by phone,” according to theology teacher and
Safety and Security Committee
member Mr. Dennis Ruggiero.
If someone does happen to
escape during a shooting, they
should locate the nearest law
enforcement officer and follow
their directions.
Similar to conducting severe
weather and fire drills, it is important for St. Pius to organize
and execute a drill of this magnitude.
“Like any extracurricular
event we have at St. Pius,” Mr.
Gilbert explained, “the more
you practice and identify areas
of strengths and weaknesses,
the more prepared you are if,
God forbid, anything were to
happen.”
In addition to the active
shooter drill, in September
the school also installed three
emergency blue police lights at
different locations around campus: at the top of the Shallowford parking lot, the pathway

leading to the baseball field and
in the senior parking lot.
“The new emergency “blue
light” police beacons are meant
to be user-friendly,” director of
operations and Safety and Security member Mr. John Favier
said.
“In the case of an emergency, all one has to do is press
the button on the unit, and it
communicates directly with the
Chamblee Police Department.
The dispatcher will know which
beacon has been activated, be
able to talk with the person in
distress and send emergency response units as necessary to that
location,” he explained.
According to a 2012 study
by the United States Bureau
of Justice Statistics, blue lights
have been cited as an effective

KATE BROZOVIC
Staff Writer

The Men and Women’s Vocal Ensembles performs a mass
during Alumni Weekend. Their talents will also be on display this Thursday at 7 pm during the Fall Chorus Concert.
Photo courtesy of St. Pius X
our closing number. It’s spectacular,” McGeehan said.
If listening to excellent
music from around the world
and submerging yourself in
our Golden Lion community

filled to the brim musically
and vocally talented people
sounds like an enjoyable
night, come support the hardworking chorus program
Thursday night at 7 pm.

method for contacting authorities, with 92% of college campuses using the devices.
“Devices such as these are
items you hope will never need
to be utilized, however one can
imagine that the easy access and
rapid response that blue light
beacons provide could deter
criminal activity on our campus
or be used in the case of a medical emergency,” Mr. Favier said.
“We listened to the concerns
of parents and the recommendations of other schools to install these beacons,” he continued. “Obviously, in an ideal
world these would not be necessary, but St. Pius is constantly
striving to make our students,
families, faculty and visitors safe
at all times.”
It’s important for students to

constantly be aware of their surroundings to ensure the safety
of the campus every single day.
“[Don’t] allow suspicious activity to happen without reporting it to a teacher or administrator, even if it turns out to
be nothing. Better to be overly
cautious,” Mr. Gilbert advised.
“It is important to us as it
would be for anyone in a community to be safe. Nobody
wants to be in a community that
wouldn’t be safe,” Mr. Gilbert
said. “Unfortunately, this issue
has been placed high on our radar with the rise of active shooters in the world, and because of
the love we have for our school
community and the continued
drive we as a school community
have for the safety of our students, faculty and staff.”

Campus safety a top priority (cont. from page 1)

Cameras located in the front lobby of the school recorded Principal Steve Spellman
speaking with a Chamblee Police Department officer before the active shooter drill last
month. Photo courtesy of Mr. Barwick
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SPX offers aid after devastating hurricanes (cont. from pg. 1)
Dekalb County was hit the
hardest, with schools cancelled
for four consecutive days as
Georgia Power crews worked
around the clock to restore
power to the hundreds of
thousands of customers across
the city who had been without
it for days.
While most students enjoyed the unexpected days off
from school, senior Maddie
Rahn used her passion for animals to help the Fulton County
Animal Shelter.
The shelter flooded during
the storm, and all animals had
to be moved to a local warehouse. Rahn and her family
volunteered their time, with
Rahn having the job of taking
animals out of their crates for
short breaks to use the restroom.
“There were a lot of volunteers, and the community
really pulled through. It was
so amazing to see everyone to
come out and help,” Rahn said.
Hurricane season struck yet
again in mid-September, this
time causing catastrophic dam-

age and a severe humanitarian
crisis in Puerto Rico. While still
recovering from Irma, Hurricane Maria, a Category 4 hurricane that ranks as the 10thmost intense Atlantic hurricane
on record, left the US territory
in ruins.
The death toll officially sits
at 51, although officials say
it’s difficult to get an accurate
number given that the area is
in ruins, and 100% of the island was immediately without
power after Maria made landfall on September 20.
In now the largest blackout in US history, 85% is still
without power, according to
Business Insider. These power
outages in addition to a lack of
running water and inadequate
medical supplies are paralyzing
hospitals, as they are unable to
provide appropriate care to
those in need.
Just as we did with Hurricane Harvey, the St. Pius
community rallied together to
collect toiletries, water, baby
wipes, canned food, flashlights
and other items. Counselor

Mrs. Arline Umpierre helped
organize the drive. Mrs. Umpierre was born in Puerto Rico
and has family who still lives on
the island.
“I have many friends and
family that were affected by the
hurricane,” she said. “The recovery process will take a very
long time!”
St. Pius collected enough
supplies to fill three SUV’s
and a large school van, which
were then delivered to Buen
Provecho, a Puerto Rican restaurant in Marietta, and Cuchifritos Food Truck that serves
authentic Puerto Rican food.
These businesses have been
collecting and supplies for
several weeks and organizing
transportation of the items to
Puerto Rico.
Hurricane coverage may no
longer be making front-page
headlines, but affected areas
are still suffering from the devastation. The road to recovery
will be long, and everything
our community can do will
help make a positive differ-

An employee at a local Puerto Rican restaurant organizes
supplies collected from the St. Pius X community. The
items were delivered to victims of Hurricane Maria. Photo
courtesy of Mrs. Free

Spotlight on student achievements
Congratulations to new NHS members
12th Grade
Bryn Bierbaum
Morgan Childress
Kyle Downie
Maggie Green
Wallace Kelly
Steven Li
Tessa Lucarini
Christian Mattei
Finn McCurdy
Hadley Rawlins
Ivanna Rodriguez
Michael Scirocco
Jessica Tardy
Sarah Tyner
Lilly Viau

11th Grade
Sophia Alarcon
Maria Balthazar
Annie Bicego
Georgia Brieske
Nicholas Broadway
Anna Bruce
Clara Buckley
Helen Cherry
Stephanie Cozine
Kemper Higgins
Olivia Huddleston
Audrey Ingham
Hannah Jung
Patrick Leonard
Leah Marcus
Lily Massey
John Montello
Feruz Mussie
Anna Porter
Lily Porter
Addison Schultz
Michael Sketel
Brooke Sledge
Matthew Thurston
Avery Urban
Rebecca Wildman
Klara Willner
Rowan Wiley

10th Grade

Claire Arnold
Joseph Banks
Sylvie Buckalew
Daniel Buckley
Margherita Ceccagnoli
Chad DeWitt
Sarah Fredrickson
Natalie Gresham
Nicloe Gresham
Ana Harp
Sofia Hefner
Mia Hill
Caroline Hollensbe
Caroline Hopkins
Caroline Knight
Maggie McCurdy
Penelope Melissas
Hailey Miller
Vy Nguyen
Ansley Petersen
Paulina Rey
Caroline Shea
Joseph Tarnowski
Kathryn Thomas

Congratulations to
Governor’s Honors Nominees
Dance
Junior Sophia Alarcon
Guitar
Junior Noah Vrazel
Mathematics
Junior Michael Sketel
Junior Mitchell Philipp
Communicative Arts
Junior Kemper Higgins
Junior Anna Reigner
Junior Annie Bicego
Foreign Language
Junior J.R. Hull (Latin)
Junior Jared Druss (Latin)
Junior Katie Beard (Latin)
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you’ll fall in love with
these seasonal treats
Turkey chili

Warm up with this classic comfort food
INGREDIENTS
1 tbsp. extra-virgin olive oil
1 red onion, finely chopped
1 Green Bell Pepper, chopped
1 1/2 lb. ground turkey
kosher salt
Freshly ground black pepper
2 cloves garlic, minced
2 tbsp. tomato paste
1 28-oz. can chopped tomatoes
1 can black beans, rinsed and drained
1 can kidney beans, rinsed and drained
1 1/2 c. low-sodium chicken broth
2 tsp. chili powder
1 tsp. ground cumin
1 tsp. dried oregano
Shredded cheddar, for garnish
sliced green onion, for garnish
INSTRUCTIONS
In a large skillet over medium high heat, heat oil. Add onion and pepper and
cook until tender, about 4 minutes. Add ground turkey and cook, stirring
occasionally, until the turkey is golden and cooked through. Season with salt
and pepper then stir in garlic and tomato paste and cook until fragrant,
about 2 minutes. Transfer mixture to a slow cooker.
To the slow cooker, add the tomatoes, black beans, kidney beans, chicken
broth, chili powder, cumin and oregano. Cook on high for 4 hours, until the
chili has thickened. Check for seasoning and season with salt and pepper to
taste.
Garnish with cheese and green onion, if desired.

pumpkin snack mix

Pumpkin spices and candies aren’t the only
sweet ingredients in this yummy mix
INGREDIENTS
4 cups popped popcorn (we used Kettle Corn)
1 1/2 cups cheerios (we used Honey Nut)
1 1/2 cup Rice CHEX
1/2 cup peanuts
1/3 cup brown sugar
1/4 cup light corn syrup
2 TB butter
1 tsp. vanilla
1/4 tsp. baking soda
1/2 cup candy corn
1/2 cup candy pumpkins
INSTRUCTIONS
Line large pan with parchment paper.
In a bowl mixed popped popcorn, cereal and peanuts. Spread out evenly
onto parchment-lined pan.
In a sauce pan, combine brown sugar, syrup and butter. Bring to boil and
let boil for 2 minutes. Remove from heat and add vanilla and baking soda.
Stir until mixed well. Pour over popcorn mixture and toss with a spoon until
evenly coated.
Bake at 250 for 15 minutes. Take out and stir. Bake for another 10 minutes.
Let cool.
Add in 1/2 cup candy corn and 1/2 cup candy pumpkins and mix well.
*Recipe courtesy of Lil’ Luna

*Recipe courtesy of delish.com

HOW WOULD YOU GOBBLE
UP YOUR TURKEY CHILI?

what ingredient would
you add to A snack mix?

“I’d just scoop it onto a piece of bread and eat it. Everything tastes better on a
sandwich.” - Junior Jack McDonald

“Doughnuts, yogurt-covered raisins, rainbow sprinkles, and vanilla ice
cream.” - Senior Lilly Viau

“While watching football. Go Dawgs!” - Senior Nick Pittman

“Reese’s peanut butter cups.” - Junior Gabriella Brown

“Cheddar cheese and broken-up corn muffins.” - Theology teacher Mrs. Farrell

“Pumpkin seeds.” - Sophomore Claire Arnold

centerspread
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Sip on this magical drink while watching a movie
INGREDIENTS
2 cups milk
1/4 cup butter
1/4 cup brown sugar
2-3 tablespoons hot butterscotch topping
1 cup cream soda
Instructions
INSTRUCTIONS
Combine milk, butter, and brown sugar and whisk together. Heat in the
microwave for 3 minutes.
Stir and heat for an additional 3-4 minutes until milk is foaming.
Remove from microwave and whisk together until the butter is well mixed in
and sugar is completely dissolved.
Heat hot butterscotch topping for 30 seconds. Then, stir in 2 tablespoons of
hot butterscotch into the milk mixture until completely dissolved.
Next, add in 1 cup of cream soda and mix well. (You can cheat and add root
beer if you don’t have cream soda, but it’s much better with cream soda.)
For hot butterscotch whipped cream topping:
Beat together 2 tablespoons of hot butterscotch topping and 1 cup of whipping cream until soft peaks form. Then, spoon this on top of each drink and
stir just a little to get it to melt into the Butter Beer. Then, add the dash of
cinnamon.
*Recipe courtesy of The TipToe Fairy
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cINNAMON PUMPKIN
SPICE MUFFINS

Sweet and spicy, this recipe is the perfect fall treat
INGREDIENTS
For the muffins:
3 cups flour
2 1/2 teaspoons baking powder
1/4 teaspoon baking soda
2 teaspoons kosher salt
1/2 teaspoon ground nutmeg
1/2 teaspoons ground cinnamon
1/2 teaspoons ground ginger
3/4 cup butter (1 1/2 sticks)
3/4 cup packed brown sugar
2 large eggs
1 teaspoon pure vanilla extract
1 1/4 cups pumpkin purée
For the topping:
3/4 cup granulated sugar
2 1/2 teaspoons ground cinnamon
1/2 stick) unsalted butter, melted
INSTRUCTIONS
Preheat your oven to 350F. In a large mixing bowl, add the flour, salt, baking
soda, baking powder, and spices (cinnamon, nutmeg, and ginger). Mix and
set aside.
In a second mixing bowl, add the butter (room temperature), brown sugar,
eggs, and vanilla. Mix on high for 2 minutes. Stir in the pumpkin purée. Add
the dry ingredients in two batches, mixing until just incorporated.
Line your pan with baking cups, and fill about 3/4 full. Bake for 20 minutes if
you are using a cupcake pan, or 30 minutes for standard muffin size. Let the
muffins cool for 10 minutes.
For the topping, mix the granulated sugar and cinnamon in one bowl. Melt
1/2 stick of butter in a second bowl. Brush the top of each muffin with butter,
then dip it in the sugar mix.
*Recipe courtesy of Jillian Leslie

WHAT HARRY POTTER MOVIE
WOULD YOU WATCH WHILE
DRINKING BUTTER BEER?
“The first one, ‘Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone,’ because it’s the one
where it all started.” - Freshman Holly Bollinger

How Spicy is your
personality after
eating these muffins?

“‘Lord of the Rings.’” - Junior Anthony Ficco

“Mucho spicy” - Freshman Hudson Feldman

“None of the above.” - Junior Connor Brown

“Wait, wouldn’t it be muy spicy?” - Senior Roni Winkeljohn

“Forget Harry Potter, I’d watch ‘The Mighty Ducks.’” - Senior Wesley Diamantis

“No different. I don’t eat those kind of muffins.” - Freshman Mason Benefield
“Quite.” - Senior Mikey Lopez
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Upcoming
Events
Nov. 1: 8 a.m. Start
(Special Schedule All School Mass); All
Saints Day

TRACKS

LION

Nov. 2: College
Application Deadline
#3; Fall Chorus
Concert, 7:00 pm
Nov. 3: 8:40 am
Late Start (Special
Schedule)

Nov. 4: SAT’s @ SPX;
Saturday School, 8:00 am
Nov. 5: Winter Uniform
Begins with Open House @
SPX, 1:00 pm
Nov. 6: Teacher Work Day;
No School for Students
Nov. 7: NHS Food Drive;
All Senior Ads Due for
Yearbook
Nov. 8: NHS Food Drive;
Junior Pilgrimage
Nov. 9: NHS Food Drive
Nov. 10: NHS Food Drive;
8:40 am Late Start (XL
Assembly Schedule); AP Bio
Trip
Nov. 12: NHS Food Drive;
AP Bio Trip
Nov. 13: NHS Food Drive
Nov. 15: NHS Food Drive;
Morning of the Arts
Nov. 16: NHS Food Drive
Nov. 17: NHS Food Drive;
8:40 Late Start (Special
Schedule); 2:45 pm Dismissal
Nov. 18: SPX Market Place,
9:00 am
Nov. 20-24: Thanksgiving
Holidays
Nov. 27: 8:40 Late Start (XL
Assembly Schedule)
Nov. 30: Holocaust Class
Trip to Washington, DC
Dec. 1-3: Holocaust Class
Trip to Washington, DC; AP
Bio Trip
Dec. 1-3: Holocaust Class
Trip to Washington, DC; AP
Bio Trip

Academic Quiz Bowl buzzes their way to the top
Team dominates competition on WSB-TV’s ‘High Q’

JACKIE COMERFORD
Staff Writer

“Beep!” That was the
sound of junior Kemper
Higgins accidently ringing
in for the bonus question
on WSB-TV’s “High Q,”
a TV show the Academic
Quiz Bowl team recently
competed on in September.
Flushed with embarrassment
and regret, he belatedly
remembers that buzzing in
for the bonus question is not
necessary.
“Right when I buzzed in
I realized what I did, and
that it would forever be on
the internet,” Higgins said.
“Most embarrassing moment
ever!”
For over a decade, the
Quiz Bowl team has fielded
solid
teams
that
have
competed in tournaments
across the metro-Atlanta
area. The students on this
year’s Quiz Bowl team
are: Seniors Nick Poulos,
Michael Wolfman, Emily
Barnhardt and Peter Tran;
juniors Madelyn Huerkamp,
Kemper Higgins and Nico
Bartholomai; and freshman
Markus Paxton.
Wolfman,Poulos, Higgins,
and Tran were a part of the
competing panel that starred
on “High Q”. They battled

against Oconee High School
and beat them by a whopping
325 points with a final score
was 730-405.
“It was so exciting,”
Wolfman said. “First time I
have ever been on TV.”
Tran said he had a few
butterflies in his stomach
before taking the stage, “I
was nervous as it was my
first time on TV, and I also
wanted to make my coaches
proud,” he explained.
The qualifications for
invitations to participate
on “High Q” are based on
random drawings from 32
teams across the state. The
only team guaranteed to be
invited is the winner of the
“High Q” tournament from
the year before.
“Being on “High Q” is
definitely an honor and is
not an absolute given every
year,” said head coach Mrs.
Marsha Free. “It is always
a thrill when you receive
the news that your school
has been chosen and then
it becomes crunch time for
prepping the team for the
competition.”
The resurgence of the
Academic Quiz Bowl Team
came about in 2007. When a
group of sophomores wanted
to resurrect this “club,” and

with the help of Mrs. Marsha
Free, the Executive Assistant
to the Principal, it was
possible. She has been the
head coach of these brilliant
brains ever since.
“My absolute favorite part
of all of this is the team, the
students and working with
them,” said Mrs. Free. “Every
year, we have a great group
of students and each of them
brings their unique gift of
knowledge to the group!”
In addition to Mrs. Free,
her husband Fleming and
Latin teacher Ms. Laura
Briscoe all work together to
make the team the best they
can.
“We feel that this year’s
team has a lot of potential

and will do quite well in their
competitions,” Mrs. Free
explained.
Practices are usually two
to three times a week and
are laid back and filled with
laughs.
“They
are
extremely
entertaining,” Wolfman said.
“The team banter is always a
blast.”
The students study and
learn just about anything
imaginable, from anatomy,
to
geography,
to
pop
culture. The questions vary
from things that happened
hundreds of years ago to
something that happened
yesterday. Anything is fair
game.
continued on pg. 10

The team Academic Quiz Bowl is all smiles after defeating
Oconee County on “High Q.” Photo courtesy of Mrs. Free

Students carve out time to decorate for Halloween
RILEY LUCKMANN
Staff Writer

Halloween is one of the
most anticipated holidays of
the year. Whether people go
trick or treating, stay inside
for a movie night or go to
a friend’s house, St. Pius X
students seem to all do one
thing in common: decorate
with pumpkins.
In early October, students
begin buying their pumpkins
from a variety of places. While
junior Mackenzie Miller buys
hers from the grocery store
(boring and lazy), sophomore
Logan Sarajian said she
prefers a more local option
(thoughtful and unique).
“I got to ‘GinaWeen’
in Hanover West for a
fundraiser party to pick out
my pumpkins,” she said.
“They collect money to help
find a cure for cancer.”
Many St. Pius students
also go to pumpkin patches
with their friends. “Some of
my friends and I went and
got barbeque at the Oak
Grove church and then went
to pick out our pumpkins at
Briarcliff United Methodist,”
said
senior
Megan

Mittelhammer.
Regardless of the location,
there always seem to be
an unlimited amount of
options… too many really...
for selecting the perfect
pumpkin.
Senior Finn McCurdy
tends to pick out the most
traditional type. “I usually
just go with a medium-sized
orange pumpkin,” he said.
Well, that’s original. Good
effort though, Finn!
Sophomore
Caroline
Hollensbe, on the other
hand, is determined to
triumphantly emerge from a
sea of orange with… gourds.
“They are like those weird
dogs that are so ugly, they are
cute,” she said. I’m not sure
how a gourd on your front
porch compares to a carved
pumpkin, but whatever floats
your boat, Caroline.
After
picking
out
pumpkins
(or
gourds,
apparently), the next step in
the process of decorating for
Halloween is carving them.
Sophomore Henry Guynn
said he “only carves gourds.”
Hey Henry, have you met
Caroline? Also, I’d like to see

the gourd carving process go
down.
Sarajian
also
shuns
mainstream
pumpkin
carving and prefers to
decorate her pumpkin a
different way. “I sometimes
paint my pumpkins black,”
she said. “It makes them look
more spooky.”
Other students aren’t as
enthusiastic about decorating
their pumpkins. “I don’t
carve
pumpkins,”
said
sophomore Anna Galvin.
“It’s too much work.” That’s
the spirit, Anna!
Decorations on the outside
of pumpkins certainly matter,
but students also tend to care
about the inside too. “After I
get my pumpkin, I open it to
get all the seeds out,” Galvin
said. “I cook them and season
them for a nice snack.”
Others choose not to use
the seeds at all. “I choked
on one in second grade, so
they are a no go for me,” said
Hollensbe. So maybe you
shouldn’t eat the seeds after
all because of this danger, but
then again, who really chokes
on pumpkin seeds?
Even
though
Guynn

prefers to buy gourds over
pumpkins, he still finds a way
to use the inside. “I make
gourd pudding,” he said.
“Boy do I want that
recipe,” said senior Weldon
Kolker when hearing Guynn
describe this delicious dish.
All of these Halloween
pumpkin traditions bring
one question to mind: Why
do we even bother to buy and
decorate pumpkins? Galvin
took a guess and said, “I
think it’s because in the old
times they needed to scare
the crows off the crop.”
Apparently
someone
didn’t tell her that jack
o’lanterns and scarecrows
aren’t actually the same
thing.
Sarajian, on the other
hand, thinks that people
carve pumpkins “to decorate
their house and make it look
spooky.”
But now that Halloween
is officially over, make sure
to throw your beautifully
decorated (or not decorated)
pumpkin (or gourd) out
before it starts to rot into a
pile of mush on your front
doorstep.
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College acceptance: ‘It’s not a race to be won, but a fit to be made’
Counselors advise students to remain calm during competitive admissions process
SOPHIA DE LURGIO
Staff Writer

The tumultuous and
competitive college admissions process has left
students across the nation
wondering if any college
will accept them. Over
the past decade, statistics
shows that it has become
increasingly hard to fulfill
colleges’ criteria in order
to receive the long-awaited
“Congratulations!” letter.
While schools are pickier than ever before about
the requirements for acceptance, rest assured that
colleges are not arbitrarily
denying applicants.
According to St. Pius X
counselor Mrs. Jennifer
Gibbs, it seems so difficult
to get into college because
there is “a bigger pool of
applicants for colleges to
choose from, which drives
up the minimum requirements for acceptance.”
Test scores and grades
have reached all-time highs

for nearly every college as
thousands more people are
interested in higher education each year, according
to U.S. News.
Most of our parents did
not have to maintain such
high grades nor attain almost perfect SAT and ACT
scores to get into their college of choice, but schools
that were complacent with
satisfactory numbers years
ago have upped their standards.
“My dad had a C in AP
Chemistry and got a 2 on
the AP exam,” senior Kyle
Downie said. “But [he] still
got into Columbia,” which
is an Ivy League school.
In 2017, however, acceptance to such a prestigious university with those
numbers would be an extraordinary feat.
The 1988 acceptance
rate of Columbia University was 65 percent, according to U.S. News & World
Report’s Best Colleges edi-

tion that year. Now, only
a mere six percent are accepted.
Likewise, senior Wesley
Diamantis said, “my mom
keeps telling me that she
probably wouldn’t be able
to get into UGA now even
though she did back in the
day.”
According to Stanford
News, the pressure to get
high test scores has increased since our parents
were high school seniors.
Success in standardized
testing is paramount in the
admissions process today.
That’s why SAT preparation through St. Pius X or
other sources is so popular.
Mrs. Gibbs said, “I
went to the University of
Florida. [If I were to apply now], I’d like to think
I could get in. But, really, I
don’t think I could because
of my test scores.”
Even with exceptional
scores, acceptance to your
dream school unfortunate-

ly is not guaranteed.
But no matter your
scores, schools like the University of Georgia, Georgia
Institute of Technology
and Emory University will
take a holistic approach;
that is, they consider participation
in
activities,
teacher recommendations,
experiences that show initiative and other qualities
that describe you.
“Intelligence is more
than test scores,” Diamantis said, an attitude many
seniors are relying on to
get them through the anxious college admissions
process.
Fortunately
students
can strengthen their applications through other avenues beyond GPAs and test
scores. To improve your
chances of acceptance,
Mrs. Gibbs advised students to find ways to make
themselves stand out.
Contribute to your community by volunteering,

playing sports, creating art
or leading peer groups.
Being an active member of
society shows colleges skills
that the numbers may not
reflect.
“It’s not a race to be
won, but a fit to be made,”
Mrs. Gibbs said. Even
though getting into college
has become so competitive,
she explained, everyone
will find a good fit when
next fall comes around.
Senior Camille Wright
said that even though the
application process can be
“super stressful,” it is important to “try to stay positive. You just have to trust
that you did your best! Just
try to be happy with the
outcome because sometimes you can’t control it.”
So for now, work hard
on your applications and be
proud of yourself for making it through more stress
and competition than your
parents probably ever had
to experience.

Library isn’t just a place to print last night’s homework

New programs offer students unique opportunities to learn
WITT HOLLENSBE
Staff Writer

In today’s digital age, why
do students visit the school’s
library? To find necessary
book sources for a research
paper? To print off last
night’s homework? To quietly study? To prevent themselves from freezing when
December weather surprisingly arrives in October?
While all of these reasons
undeniably draw in the student body, the library began hosting a new program
known as the Lunch and
Learn series, where students
visit the library during their
lunch periods in order to
learn about different topics
such as making prosthetics,
making crafts and dieting.
The most recent Lunch
and Learn on October 19,
spearheaded by librarian
Mrs. Meggan Wilcauskas,
the program invited students to visit the library to
learn about the vegan and
vegetarian lifestyle, to exchange recipes and to sample snacks.
“The group was awesome
and really inviting,” said junior Lily Massey, who has
been a vegan for over a year.
“We talked about how long
we were vegan or vegetar-

ian, our stories and favorite snacks and our reasons
for being vegan. We tasted
cookies, pumpkin cake and
date chocolate power bites
and we learned about the
vegan features on the SAGE
menu.”
Many students who were
new to plant-based dieting or
only partially followed these
diets went to the Lunch and
Learn as well.
Junior Calvan Chase attended and admitted that
“while I’m still a pizza aficionado, I really did learn a
lot about vegan ideas in the
Lunch and Learn.”
Senior Shannon Kang
agreed, “I learned of plant
based diets. I have been trying to become a pescatarian,
but living in a Korean household makes it difficult for
me to be a picky eater. But,
when I went to this Lunch
and Learn, I really was inspired.”
A group of students also
gathered on October 18 for
a Lunch and Learn with the
Auto Club, a new club moderated by religion teacher
Mr. Pudysz. After just 20
minutes, students left with
a better understanding of
what not to do when changing a tire.

“I had a great time in the
Auto Club with my friends
Christa
[Brunner]
and
Madi [Reynolds]. It was lifechanging and now I’m tirechanging,” said sophomore
Aggie Brewster about her
experience.
In addition to the Lunch
and Learn series, the library
is also sponsoring other
fun activities to encourage
students to visit the library
more often.
For example, Mrs. Wilcauskas and the Student Government recently teamed up
to challenged clubs, athletic
teams and groups of friends
to put up decorations in
the library that were based
on literary monsters such
as Frankenstein, Mr. Hyde,
Cyclops and the Grinch in
the ‘Monsters in the Library’
competition.
“I hadn’t really been in
the library in a competitive
setting, so it was a new but
fun experience,” said sophomore Kate Smith, who created a Pennywise-themed
decoration for the library
with other underclassman
cheerleaders.
Mrs. Wilcauskas encouraged students to “vote on
the winners for the Monsters
in the Library contest. They

should stop by the library to
see all the entries!” she said.
Winners will be awarded
a pizza party courtesy of
SAGE, $25.00 in printer
credit, a gaming party and
library passes for lunches.
Another fun competition in November, invites
students to match fairy
tales, folk tales and nursery rhymes with newspaper
headlines. The library will
award free cookies to the
winners.
The library has also created several eye-catching
book displays that are sure
to encourage students to sit
and stay a while. The first
display is based on the popular board game Life, placing
books in a colorful row of
tiles and giving the space a
fresh, new look.
A second display closest
to the Fine Arts wing is titled
“For the College Bound.”
Featuring a wide selection of
books, the display intended
to “round out your reading
as you prepare for college
entrance exams and courses, [and to] enhance appreciation for different cultures
and times” according to the
website of the American Library Association, a national
organization of librarians

that strives “to provide leadership for the development,
promotion and improvement of library and information services.”
A third display on the
other side of the library behind the computers is titled
“For the Heaven Bound”
and includes religious books
on topics such as the papacy,
mass, mercy, saints, angels,
prayer and faith.
The librarians are also
working a project that is
sure to make students happy
and provide them with more
room to meet and collaborate. They are clearing out
the video room behind the
circulation desk.
According to Mrs. Wilcauskas, the space will be
opened up for either silent
study or for student groups
to meet, but the “library will
let student interest drive
how it is to be used.”
By combining the library’s
traditional and foundational
services with new programs
such as Lunch and Learns,
Mrs. Wilcauskas said that
she hopes that the Flannery
O’Connor library will continue to uphold “a community that uses these resources
to learn, solve problems and
create solutions.”
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JUNGLE
Nov. 1: Club Ice
Hockey vs. South
Forsyth High
School @ Duluth
Ice Forum, 9:00
p.m.
Nov. 3: Football vs.
Madison Country
High School @
Madison Country
High School, 7:30
p.m.

ROARS

Upcoming
Athletic Events

Nov. 4: Competition Cheerleading Region Meet; Boys’
Cross Country State Meet
@ Carrollton Elementary
School, 11:00 a.m.; Girls’
Cross Country State Meet
@ Carrollton Elementary
School, 11:45 a.m.
Nov. 5: Club Ice Hockey vs.
Peachtree Ridge High School
@ The Cooler, 8:00 p.m.
Nov. 9: Swimming and Diving vs. Marist School @
Marist School
Nov. 10: Competition Cheerleading @ Columbus Civic
Center
Nov. 11: Competition Cheerleading State Competition
@ Columbus Civic Center;
Girls’ Cross Country @
Heritage Christian Church;
Swimming and Diving Early
Bird Dive Meet @ Marist
School; Boys’ Cross Country @ Heritage Christian
Church, 8:00 a.m.; Wrestling
@ Habersham Central High
School, 9:00 a.m.; JV Wrestling @ Archer High School,
9:00 a.m.; JV Girls Basketball
vs. Columbia High School @
Columbia High School, 2:30
p.m.; JV Boys Basketball vs.
Columbia High School @
Columbia High School, 4:00
p.m.
Nov. 12: Club Ice Hockey vs.
Cambridge High School @
The Cooler, 8:00 p.m.
Nov. 14: JV Boys Basketball
vs. Blessed Trinity @ Home,
4:30 p.m.; JV Girls Basketball vs. Blessed Trinity @
Home, 4:30 p.m.; Freshman
Boys Basketball vs. Blessed
Trinity @ Home, 5:45 p.m.;
Girls’ Basketball vs. Blessed
Trinity @ Home, 6:00 p.m.;
Boys’ Basketball vs. Blessed
Trinity @ Home, 7:30 p.m.
Nov. 15: Club Ice Hockey vs.
Walton High School @ Duluth Ice Forum, 9:00 p.m.

Star runner Morgan Vaden excels on and off the course
ELLIE TAUBE
Staff Writer

The best athletes are
those who eat, breathe and
sleep the sport they practice.
This requires an immense
amount of dedication, and,
in order to be successful, a
leg up on the other competition in the form of some serious natural talent.
A prime example of this
type of athlete is sophomore
cross country Morgan Vaden. She began her running
career in the 7th grade when
she joined the St. Pius X
Junior Lions middle school
cross country team at IHM,
and she hasn’t slowed down
since.
“I think I became really
interested [in running] in
the eighth grade,” Vaden
said.
She built a strong foundation within the St. Pius community and cross country
program in middle school
and even began to practice
with the varsity team.
Before she entered high
school, Vaden had one goal
in mind.
“I knew going in I wanted
to run on the state team,”
Vaden said. She fulfilled
that goal, placing first for
the Golden Lions in the state
meet as a freshman last year.
Now that she is no longer the newbie, Vaden has
set the bar even higher for
herself and trained hard
over the summer to come
back and be even better for
this season. Last year’s team
finished fourth, which was
a disappointment for the
team.
“My goal [for this season]
is that the team does as well
as they can in state. I think
we can do even better than
last year,” Vaden said.
The cross country team

started their summer workouts in June through July
and worked hard to set a
strong foundation for this
season.
“[We] did speed work,
going fast for short spurts of
time, and also did hill workouts, which is just running
up and down some hills”
Vaden said when explaining
some of her workouts.
Even outside of St. Pius
practices Vaden works just
as hard.
“When I didn’t go to summer workouts I would run
on my own,” Vaden continued. “There’s always room
for improvement.”
Vaden and her teammates have had a solid season so far, with Vaden racking up several top 10 finishes
along the way. Her biggest
accomplishment this season
was in September at the Atlanta Track Club Wingfoot
Invitational when she set a
new 5k school record with a
time of 18:41
Spanish teacher and head
girls cross country coach
Mrs. Debbie Guilbeau believes Vaden is a “dedicated
runner [who] loves learning about the sport. She is
also a good teammate and
is supportive of the runners
regardless of their abilities.
Morgan hopes to be both
region and state champion
this season. I know she has
the heart and unreal ability
to do both.”
Coach Guilbeau nominated her for the West Strides
Runner of the Month in
September for exemplifying
good character and success
in running, and the whole
team was thrilled when
she found out she won the
award.
“I didn’t expect it, but I
was excited. I got a t-shirt!”

Vaden exclaimed.
Part of Vaden’s successes this season includes
mentoring
three
freshmen phenoms: Catherine
Breault, Mary Brady and
Cala McEachron. All three
have been varsity runners
since day one and are part of
the top seven girls who will
compete for a state championship.
“They’re good runners
and they show what it means
to be a consistent varsity
runner and that they care,”
Vaden said about the freshmen. “The upperclassmen
and I try to show them the
ropes and be involved.”
The freshmen greatly appreciate Vaden’s leadership,
and there is no doubt that it
has and will continue to positively affect their success as
students and as athletes.
“Morgan has helped the
team as a leader by giving us
good advice before races and
cheering us on during workouts,” Brady said. “I admire
her work ethic and the joy
she has about the sport. It
motivates me to push myself
harder and not take this too
seriously.”
In addition to cross coun-

“Questions
that
are
asked, both on “High
Q” and in tournaments,
are
mostly
academicbased questions - history,
literature (novels, plays,
language usage), math
(algebra,
trigonometry,
geometry,
statistics),
science (biology, chemistry,
physics, anatomy), current
events, religion, geography,
art and art history, classical
music,
pop
culture,
sports, and other general
knowledge type subjects,”
Mrs. Free explained.
With all these subjects,

they could easily find
themselves overwhelmed,
but the team handles the
daunting
challenge
by
dividing the material.
“We try to divide the
subject
matter
equally
amongst the team members
so that each person has
a group of specialties on
which they can focus their
studies,” Mrs. Free said.
“This really makes for
a well-rounded, strong
team.”
But there is more to
Quiz Bowl then extra
studying and learning a

ton of random facts. It is a
place where memories are
made, laughs are had and
knowledge is displayed.
“I cannot imagine my
life at St. Pius X without
the Academic Quiz Bowl
team - they bring joy to my
life every day, and it is an
honor being their coach,”
Mrs. Free said.
This year’s Quiz Bowl
team is at the top of their
game. They are ready to
compete and have the
knowledge and experience
to back them up.
“The overall experience

try giving her the opportunity to fulfill a leadership position on her team, the sport
has also taught her many
lessons that are applicable
to her personal life. For example, Vaden attributes her
newfound time management
skills and ability to juggle all
the pressures of being a high
school student to the adjustment required for time consuming cross country practices.
“You learn to deal with
all the things high school
girls have to deal with in one
night,” she said.
For Vaden, being dedicated to a sport means early
morning practices, watching
what she eats, daily afterschool practices, practices
at home and long Saturday
meets; all with the knowledge that there are high expectations of her.
Vaden’s advice for people who want to succeed in
sports, or any endeavor, is
to “be prepared to have to
work really hard.”
The cross country team,
including Vaden and her
freshmen mentees, will be
competing for a state title on
this Saturday, November 4.

After placing first for the team in state last year, sophomore Morgan Vaden has her eyes set on winning the
entire race and helping the girls earn a banner for the
gym wall. Photo courtesy of John Tardy

Academic Quiz Bowl Team (cont. from pg. 8)
is very fulfilling, and I
love seeing the students
enjoy the spotlight,” Mrs.
Free said. “It’s even better
when your team performs
the way that our team did
and does. I am very proud
of our team and what they
have accomplished in a
very short period of time.”
The
team
will
be
competing
in
various
tournaments
throughout
the year, so, keep your
eye out for the St. Pius
Academic Quiz Bowl team.
They’re ready to show you
what they’re made of.
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Volleyball seniors ‘kill’ it this year with leadership
WELDON KOLKER
Staff Writer

Leadership. It’s a term that
casually gets tossed around
when talking about sports teams,
but what actually defines a great
leader? Well, by definition, leadership involves establishing a
clear vision and sharing that vision with others so that they will
willingly follow. However, to
the St. Pius X seniors that make
up almost 50% of the volleyball
team, it means so much more.
Kelly Long, Logan Maiolo,
Kathryn McKenzie, Coco Rakoski, Alexis Scoggins, Maddie
Tippett, and Reagan Trivette
intend on leaving a legacy that
they hope will carry on long after they play their last match on
the SPX court.
“To prepare for this season
I made a point to learn more
about the mental parts of the
game of volleyball,” said Tippett
who will play at Georgia Tech
next year. “Since we graduated seven seniors last year, this
volleyball season posted some
height challenges and lots of out
of system balls, which forces me
to be extra scrappy. As one of

the team captains, my duties included being the liaison between
the coaches and ref as well as
organizing the players and keep
the team morale high.”
As leaders, the seniors strive
to make everyone else on the
team, whether new or returning,
feel like part of the family.
“I am so close with all of the
seniors, so for me, every day is
just another day of amazing
memories with them,” said junior Abby Brown. “To me, each
and every one of them are someone everyone can look up to for
support or guidance on and off
the court.”
Not only are these group of
seniors encouraged to bring
something different to the court,
but they are determined more
than ever to uphold the standards given by the graduating
seniors last year.
“Last year, I was kind of behind Clare Naughton, almost a
filler outside hitter. Without her,
I feel like I have to fill her shoes
and be a major leader as well as
a stronger scorer,” said Trivette.
Trivette has over 286 kills
over her past two years as a var-

sity player, but her goal this year
is to focus on being much more
of a team leader.
“As a senior my goal is to lead
the team with courage and to
teach the underclassmen to fight
with every ounce of energy they
have,” she said.
While each and every one
of the seniors on the team had
one major goal in mind, to win
state, they seem equally focused
on team unity and picking each
other up when the other is
down. After all, there is no “I”
in team.
“I really wanted to inspire
people and connect with the
team. I wanted to be that senior
that everyone remembers and
thinks about how amazing they
were and how they pushed the
team and supported it,” said
Rakoski. “I wanted to be that
person that everyone can look at
and say ‘we couldn’t have gotten
here without her.’”
It’s a difficult job taking on
the leadership and responsibility
left by previous players that used
to walk the halls of St. Pius. Each
year, a different group of seniors
want to make a difference and

A group of seven seniors led the team to a quarterfinals
appearance in the state playoffs. These girls were apart
of an integral program that will continue to succeed in
the future. Photo courtesy of Cady Studios
accomplish something that possibly hasn’t been done before.
Unfortunately, the team lost
to rival Marist on October 25th
in the semifinals of the state
playoffs. They played with heart
and integrity, but most of all
they played for each other.
“This group of seniors is
different because they are all
extremely different, yet very together,” said assistant coach Kari
Sans. “They all have such different personalities and that really
does make them a more dynamic

team. Before every game, I put
them all warming up on my
snapchat story. It’s just something I do to make memories
with them.”
These seniors worked to create a legacy. While this included
keeping state in the back of their
minds every step of the way, they
also continued to focus on being
a family. The type of family that
picks someone up when they’re
down, and the type of family to
motivate each other into being
the best player they can be.

New club hockey team brings athletic success to St. Pius X
WILL GALVIN
Staff Writer

The beginning of every
Golden Lions athletic season
brings a rush of excitement and
fresh hopes. We eagerly anticipate the first kickoff of football
season, the first pitch of baseball season, or the first tip off in
basketball season.
But this year the school
entered uncharted territories
when the puck dropped to
open the first ever hockey season, on October 8.
With surprising blowout
victories in the two pre-season
games against Brookwood High
School and Collins Hill, the St.
Pius X hockey team was clearly

going to be a powerful force
in the Georgia High School
Hockey League. However some
members of the St. Pius community still find it surprising
that we even have a team.
Although this is the inaugural season for Golden Lions hockey, the idea of a St.
Pius hockey team is not a new
one. Two years ago, theology
teacher Mr. Dennis Ruggiero
devised a plan to start a club
hockey team at St. Pius.
At its core, the plan consisted
of getting a coach with relations
to St. Pius as well as students
from St. Pius and other schools
to participate (which is allowed
due to the fact that hockey is

Players watch from the bench as their teammates glide past Collins Hill in one of their pre-season games, winning 6-1. Photo
courtesy of seniors Maggie Green and Mary Claire Stockmeyer

not an official GHSA sport).
Some of the logistics did not
work out in time for a team to
be created last season, but this
year, thanks to a tremendous
effort from Mr. Ruggiero, the
team is organized and ready to
play.
“The talent of the players is
great, and the coaching is fantastic,” Mr. Ruggiero said. “I’m
very happy we got this all together and I’m very excited for
the season.”
The formation of an organized team began with finding
a coach. Team organizer Mr.
Bill Stobierski, father of junior
Bobby and sophomore David,
reached out to long-time Atlanta hockey coach Mr. Bill Galvin.
Over the past 15 years, Galvin,
father of senior Will Galvin, has
coached every level from beginners to elite collegiate hockey
prospects.
After taking a year off from
coaching, he has come out of
retirement and agreed to coach
the Golden Lions hockey team.
Soon after he was on board,
Galvin went on to recruit two of
his former colleagues and fellow coaches, Mr. Ron Stewart
and Mr. Tim Kitagawa.
Once the ball got rolling
with the team, the word was
sent to players all around the
metro-Atlanta area that they
were welcome to participate.
After a tryout on August 20, a
finalized roster was made.

The team consists of senior
Will Galvin, junior Bobby Stobierski, junior Henry Humphrey, junior Jacob Ruggiero,
sophomore David Stobierski,
and sophomore Brandon Connor who are students at St. Pius.
Eight additional students from
Atlanta International School,
Campbell, Druid Hills, and
North Atlanta make up the rest
of the Golden Lions hockey
team.
“I don’t go to Pius, but I
know a lot of guys on the team,”
said Pius Hockey player Mason
Mclaughlin, who attends Campbell. “I’ve played for years but I
never played high school so this
should be exciting.”
As with any high school club
sports, there is a large variation
of talent on the team with some
players having played for their
whole lives on high-level teams
and some others who are newer
to the sport or just see it as a
hobby. Despite it being a brand
new sport on campus, most of
the team is made up of talented
hockey veterans.
“I’ve played travel hockey
for a lot of years,” junior Bobby
Stobierski said, “and this team
is just as good, if not better than
any team I have played on before.”
The regular season began
with a steep challenge against
the former state hockey champions, South Forsyth High
School. After a very close first

period, St. Pius emerged with
three goals in the third period,
winning the game 7-3. After defeating such a high-level team,
the Golden Lions solidified its
position as having one of the
very best high school hockey
teams in the state of Georgia.
Even though South Forsyth
had won the State Championship the year before, clearly
they had lost some of the players that made them the best.
For anyone who follows high
school hockey in Georgia, they
know that the team to beat is
Cambridge-Milton. This team
came out in their first game of
the season shutting out Walton
high school 14-0.
St. Pius squared off against
them on Sunday, October 15.
After three brutal periods, the
score ended in a tie. As coach
Galvin put it, “these two teams
will be battling it out for the top
spot for the rest of the season,
and probably into the playoffs.”
“That game was intense” said
senior Ben Petry who attended
the game as a fan to cheer on
his classmates. “I’m going to be
coming to a lot more of those.”
Although hockey is not
the most popular sport in the
southeast, The team provides
the whole school with a new opportunity to come out to enjoy
the games, have fun and support this new field of competition.
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Two students and one
teacher are asked a series
of random questions...

Say
What?!
What is your weapon
of choice?

Marley Lentine-Brown ‘19

Wallace Kelly ‘18

Mrs. Williams, Theology

Sarcasm

WWE Superstar Ray Mysterio

The Bible

A scary ghost or Pennywise

Breaking Bad but with hair

A clown

Razor Scooter, of course

A chariot pulled by 450,000 hamsters
festooned in gold and silver

Segway

The HUGE mutant cockroaches that
roam the school

Eyelids

Not having salt at lunch

What type of sandwich
would you be?

Italian sub

Boneless

Chicken wrap

As a child, what did you

A princess who was also a reading
teacher

A bird

A nun, Sister Merry Christmas

Nickelodeon or
Disney channel?

Nickelodeon

C-SPAN kids

Disney

Who do you consider the

Neal Belden

It’s a tie between Dwayne Johnson and
the Rock

Annie Martin

(This Friday) All Roads Lead to St. Pius

Pass or Fail

Scary Things: Who Else But Catholics

What is the spookiest
halloween costume?
If you couldn’t use a car,
how would you get around?

What is your biggest fear?

want to be when you
grew up?

greatest actor of all time?
if a documentary was made
about st. pius, what would
it be called?

Breeze

way

What is your opinion of candy corn?

“I feel like I’m eating one of
those multi-colored
crayons” - Josie Tummillo ‘18

“I don’t really like candy
corn” - Olivia Reeves ‘21
"I eat candy corn every
day for breakfast"
- Coach Aaron Parr

“Why would anyone pair
candy and vegetables
together? - Shea Ponder ‘18

“I hate the texture”
-Janie douglass ‘18

“It’s the best candy,
hands down”
- Taylor Bruce ‘18
“I have zero thoughts on candy
corn” - Coach J.T. Gilbert
“I love candy corn, even
though I’m pretty sure
it’s horrible for you”
- Minnie Black ‘19

Banter

