Golden Lines
A student publication of
Vol 55 Issue 4

St. Pius X Catholic High School

St. Pius X Catholic High School

OPINIONS

2674 Johnson Road NE Atlanta, Georgia 30345 404.636.3023 www.spx.org February 3, 2017

Seniors recognized for academic excellence
Emily Pearson & Jacob Ressler named valedictorian, salutatorian

MATTHEW FRANCIS
Staff Writer

Freezing students make their
case for adding leggings to the
school uniform on page 2

NEWS

Calling all superheroes! The
Finish Lion 5k wants YOU to
join an action-packed evening
of fun. Details on page 5

FEATURES

Students and teachers break
out of traditional learning
methods with escape rooms.
Read more on page 8

SPORTS

Seniors Preston Jenkins and
Kennet Sorenson are a dynamic
duo on and off the diamond.
Read more on page 10

CENTERSPREAD

Get ready to RISE UP with the
Falcons in Super Bowl LI
on pages 6 and 7

The gym filled with applause
after the last all-school Mass in
January when Dean of Academics Mr. John Griffith announced
Emily Pearson as the Valedictorian and Jacob Ressler as both
the Salutatorian and STAR Student for the Class of 2017
Pearson, who plans on attending the University of Georgia, the University of Virginia
or the University of Texas, has
taken a total of 10 AP classes
during her four years at St. Pius
X.
While she acknowledged
that all of her AP courses were
difficult, one in particular stood
out as being the toughest.
“Without a doubt, the most
challenging class I’ve encountered at Pius is AP United States
History,” Pearson said.
“It’s your typical junior
year class: a constant stream of
homework along with plenty
of quizzes and projects, not to
mention the infamous research
paper. I’m lucky to have had
two awesome teachers, Mr.
Voorhees and Ms. Kramer,
who both have so much enthusiasm for history that they make
the class as interesting and en-

gaging as it is challenging,” she
continued.
Despite her demanding
course load, Pearson said she
“only” spends around two
hours a day on homework.
“I try hard to minimize the
amount of work I have to do at
home by getting as much of it
done as I can during the school
day and in the mornings before
the bell rings,” she explained.
Pearson is also a Lion Leader, and she has been part of
NHS the past three years. She
also played on the volleyball
team as a freshman and sophomore, and was a member of the
softball program her junior and
senior year. She plans on majoring in biology and is interested
in becoming a doctor.
“During the softball season, I
settled into a routine of going to
bed early, absolutely exhausted,
and then waking up early to get
my work done,” Pearson said as
she explained how she juggled
her workload.
Her biggest piece of academic advice to underclassmen
is, “don’t be afraid to ask your
teachers for extra help! If they
didn’t enjoy helping students
learn, they probably would not
have chosen a career in educa-

Principal Steve Spellman congratulates Valedictorian Emily
Pearson and salutatorian Jacob Ressler after an all-school
Mass in January. Photo courtesy of Ms. Deanna Jones
tion”
Ressler, the Salutatorian and
STAR Student, has taken 12 AP
courses throughout his time
at St. Pius, and said he spends
roughly an average of an hour
and a half on studying and
homework each night.
Ressler, who plans on attending Caltech and pursuing
a degree in molecular biology

and physics or applied math,
agreed with Pearson that AP US
History was the most challenging course he ever took in high
school.
“While the material and
workload is extremely intense,
the class boasts some of the most
supportive and well-read teachers in the school,” Ressler said.
continued on pg. 9

Fine Arts programs preparing for spring performances
MEGAN MITTELHAMMER
Editor-in-Chief

The St. Pius X Fine Arts
department is in full-swing
this spring with an exhibition, a musical and three concerts being held from the end
of February through early
April, providing many opportunities to witness what
the students and faculty have
been preparing.
The season kicks off with
the Fine Arts Assembly on
the morning of February 17,
where a snippet of each program’s work is performed for
the student body and faculty.
“Words can’t even describe how amazing the fine
arts assembly is,” senior Ali
Grijak said when asked about
her excitement for the upcoming performances. “Our
artists, dancers, and band
members are extremely talented people who blow me

away year after year.”
One of the more memorable performances from last
year’s assembly was by the
Music Tech class, with the
help of Music Technology
teacher Mr. Gerald McIntosh.
“Yes, there is pressure to
top what we did last year as
far as improving and changing what will be done,” said
Mr. McIntosh. “Stay tuned!
We are not trying to give up
all our secrets…”
This year the brand new
Music Technology Club will
use “sounds and samples inspired by the Netflix show
‘Stranger Things.’ Our performance will be called ‘The
Upside Down,’” Mr. McIntosh added.
“The Music Tech performance got many people out
of their seats, which shows
you how good it was,” said ju-

nior Nina Burwell.
“Also lots of people were
still talking about it afterwards, commenting on how
great it was and really wanted
to take the class afterwards. I
also like how it was student
performed,” she said.
Visual Arts
The next event in the
Fine Arts lineup is the Juried Art Exhibition, which will
be held on Friday, February
24 at 7:00 pm in the Young
Center, Young Center Lobby
and Fine Arts hallway. In this
competition, art students enter their work into various
categories, and two judges
determine winners in those
categories.
Art teacher Ms. Corinna
Brannon highlighted some
prominent AP students as
well as some juniors.
“Some AP students whose
work will be shown are Lau-

ren Lyles, Olivia DeChante,
and Elizabeth Fristoe. Juniors like Andrew Grey, who
has been nominated for GHP
(Governor’s Honors Program), Andrea Dominguez,
and Emmie Barnhardt will
also have some pieces featured,” Ms. Brannon said.
“This year, SPX alum
Danielle Brutto, will be judging the competition along
with Cynthia Lollis, who is
a professor at SCAD,” Ms.
Brannon added.
Although the show is on
a Friday night, Ms. Brannon
still believes it’s important for
as many students to come as
possible.
“It’s a unique event in the
school’s calendar and it’s important to value the efforts of
students who excel in visual
arts,” Ms. Brannon stated.
“Artwork gives the artists a
continued on pg. 5

opinions
Golden Lines

2

February 3, 2017

Golden Lines
St. Pius X Catholic
High School
2674 Johnson Road, NE
Atlanta, Georgia 30345
404-636-3023 phone
404-633-8387 fax
www.spx.org

Editors-In-Chief
Taylor Corley
Megan Mittelhammer
Staff Writers
Carolina Benoit
Rose Brewster
Sophie Burnett
Matthew Francis
Will Galvin
Jill Gilbert
Liam Hardy
Riley Luckmann
Henry Queen
Brennan Quinn
Sarah Van Duser
Adviser
Ashley Curlette
Principal
Steve Spellman
The Golden Lines is
published approximately
8 times per school year
by the students of St. Pius
X Catholic High School
for the entire student
body and surrounding
community.
Views presented by the
Golden Lines publication
are
not
necessarily
those of school faculty,
school
administration,
publication adviser or
advertisers. Topics, facts
and opinions associated
with the Roman Catholic
Church will be in keeping
with such teachings.
Letters to the editors are
encouraged and welcomed
but must be signed by the
writer. They should be
addressed to the editors
and delivered to them
in the care of the Golden
Lines adviser, Ms. Ashley
Curlette.
Please bring all signed
letters to room 304 or
email them to acurlette@
spx.org. The Golden Lines
reserves the right to edit
any letters. Letters to the
editor will not be published
anonymously.

What We Think... Our freezing females need assistance
It’s 29º outside. Getting
up and changing out of your
comfortable fleece pajama
pants and putting on your
school skirt is hard enough,
but on top of that you also
have to decide between wearing troublesome tights or not
even trying to protect your
legs from the cold.
You can’t wear sweats, you
can’t bring a blanket and the
weatherman says the temperature is only going to drop.
What’s even worse is that despite your every attempt to
stay warm, you know you’ll
be cold no matter what.
In an effort to protect our
students from the cold, we
ask the administration to reconsider the winter uniform
guidelines and allow girls to
wear leggings under their
skirts.
When it comes to keeping

warm, tights and socks can
only do so much, and they
don’t do nearly enough.
Tights do hardly anything
to keep our female students
warm. They are thin and uncomfortable. They also tear
easily, and girls get in trouble
for holes in their tights.
These miniscule, accidental rips doom them with
detentions and the burden
of having to buy new tights,
which usually last no longer
than the third wear.
Some students put socks
over their tights to try and
stay warm, but many teachers
don’t even allow this, saying
these students are not in compliance with the handbook’s
uniform regulations.
The student handbook
states that, “Only navy tights
may be worn with winter uniform and socks may not be

worn over the tights.”
So the 550 girls at this
school walk around with
layered long sleeved shirts,
sweaters and letter jackets,
but they have nothing to protect their legs from the cold.
We understand prohibiting wearing leggings as pants
on out of uniform days, but
we cannot fathom a downside
to allowing female students
to wear leggings under their
skirts as part of the winter
uniform.
Leggings are sturdier,
thicker, warmer and, frankly,
a lot more common in closets
than thin nylon tights. Besides, leggings are black and
blend in with our uniform’s
colors.
Junior
Taylor
Corley
pointed out that one can even
purchase “leggings that are
lined with fleece on the inside,

which would be really nice
when it gets super cold out.”
Seniors Leah Middleton,
Meg Czabala and Emma
McGahan all agreed. “Heck
yeah!” exclaimed the girls
when asked whether girls
should be able to wear leggings under their skirts.
“Tights just don’t work all
the time. It’s cold outside,”
Middleton explained.
“And there are holes.
They rip easily and often, and
they are too expensive to buy
every few weeks,” Czabala
added.
If boys can wear pants and
girls don’t have that option, at
least let them cover their legs
with a thicker material than
see-through nylon tights. It’s
not about fashion trends or
rebellion against the handbook -- it’s about comfort and
protection.

Sparks sets impossible standards for #relationshipgoals
When
it comes to
romantic
books and
movies,
Nicholas
Sparks is a
household
name. He
TAYLOR CORLEY
Editor-in-Chief
is notorious for writing stories that
highlight the hopes and
dreams of women with some
sort of happy, fuzzy, and let’s
face it, ridiculously unrealistic
ending.
For starters, I just want
to go on the record and say
that I am a hopeless romantic. I love a good movie night,
cuddled up with blankets and
eating candy while watching
a romantic “chick flick” and
crying over some hunky lead
role as he says the most perfect things any guy could possibly say just as much as the
next sensitive soul.
But in the end, I’m not
going to sit here and falsely
claim that Nicholas Sparks
movies and books are the perfect representation of a realistic relationship.
Still, almost every girl out
there, including myself, can
admit that she has been bitten
by the Nicholas Sparks love
bug. And once you’ve been
infected, there’s no turning
back.
Suddenly you will start
comparing every past relationship to the impossible
scenarios in his stories. You’ll
even go as far as promising
yourself that next summer
you’ll find a bunch of turtle
nests on the beach and fall in

love with the aquarium volunteer just like Ronnie from
“The Last Song.”
“Let’s be honest here,”
said senior Emily Davignon.
“I will be utterly disappointed
if my future boyfriend and I
don’t sing ‘She Will be Loved’
at the top of our lungs in the
car at some point like Ronnie and Will did in ‘The Last
Song.’ And it’s all Nicholas
Sparks’ fault.”
Although I’m sure many
boys do go out on a limb
and take drastic measures to
prove their love for a girl,
Sparks’ leading heartthrobs
seem to raise the stakes to
an unimaginable level every
single time.
Take “The Notebook” for
example. Noah hand wrote
Allie 365 letters, one letter for
every single day of the year.
For a second upon hearing
this your heart will swoon,
but then you’ll begin to wonder what you’re doing wrong
in life because you can’t even
get a text back and that forever alone feeling begins to
sink in again.
Big romantic gestures are
one of the five fundamental,
yet impractical elements that
every Nicholas Sparks movie
must have. The other four
are: a heart melting male lead
who has a magical way with
words and a knack for making anyone’s heart skip a beat
with a single sentence; at least
one water-soaked love scene
after an outdoor date gone so
wrong that somehow ends yet
so right; some sort of tragedy,
ranging from the main character having cancer to having

an abusive ex husband, which
forces them to turn to their
love interest that they have
only been dating for a short
while in search of rescue; and
finally, a movie cover depicting a couple enveloped in
love, staring into each other’s
eyes while the sun sets behind
them, usually taking place on
a beach.
“He’s really just appealing
to the vulnerable, lonely part
of people that crave love,”
said junior Rachel Chin.
Yes, these types of relationships and dream guys are
fun to fantasize about, but
we can’t expect every relationship to be like a Nicholas
Sparks fairytale. And if it’s
not, that doesn’t mean the
relationship is bad or not special.
Of course everyone likes
to be swept off their feet once
in awhile, but you probably
shouldn’t expect your boy-

friend or girlfriend to sell
their father’s most prized and
very expensive coin collection to help pay for your current “fake” husband’s cancer
treatment like John did for
Savannah in “Dear John.”
We all need to keep in
mind that Nicholas Sparks is
writing these books for entertainment. The worlds he
created are fictional worlds
in which extraordinary things
happen. His stories depict a
sense of what a picture-perfect movie relationship could
look like, but not the realistic
one.
On the bright side though,
many of his movies do come
out close to Valentine’s Day,
providing a great date night
opportunity. And for the
hopeless romantic that lives
inside many of us, they are a
perfect reminder that love is
the greatest gift all of us can
give and receive.

A Nicholas Sparks movie wouldn’t be complete without a
hopelessly in love couple in that cliche kissing pose on
the cover. Photo courtesy of Tumblr
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“Promposal” or wedding extravaganza?

High schoolers are going over the top when asking a date to prom
Imagine you’re
pulling into
your driveway after a
long school
day filled
with tests,
SARAH VAN DUSER
pop quizzes
Staff Writer
and
gossip sessions during lunch, and
you see a boy standing at your
front door holding a dozen
red roses, a golden retriever
puppy and a poster proposing
the long-awaited question: Will
you go to prom with me?
Your immediate reaction is
shock, but then a smile quickly
spreads across your face as relief floods through your body
and you’re hit with the realization you won’t be attending the
most well-known high school
dance alone.
After the initial gratitude
fades away and you’re left floating on cloud nine, a question
pops into your head. What was
the purpose of all that effort?
Why are elaborate “promposals” such a big deal?
While girls definitely ap-

preciate when guys put in
extra effort for them or go
out of their way to make the
“question-asking” experience
one for the books, it’s not 100
percent necessary. For some
people, just being considered
as a date and getting asked to
the dance in a simple way is
nice enough.
I’m not saying that asking
your long-time crush to prom
in the hallway before physics class is the best way to get
a “yes,” but getting asked in
front of the entire school over
the intercom during afternoon announcements may not
be the way to go either.
Although I enjoy stalking
the promposal pictures on
Instagram and Facebook as
much as the next girl, my favorites don’t always include a
guy spending a year’s worth
of allowance money on reservations at the fanciest restaurant or covering a girl’s entire
hallway with rose petals and
scented candles.
My top picks are the ones
that have been personalized
to the girl being asked, such

as using a volleyball or tennis
racket depending on the sport
she plays, or ordering a pizza
with her favorite toppings
spelling out “P-R-O-M-?”
Of course, it’s all based on
personal opinion and how
much attention the girl likes
or doesn’t like to receive.
Junior Madison SanchezTorres, asked by boyfriend
and senior football player
London Lewis last year during lunch, is a fan of elaborate
promposals.
“I think it’s a really cool
memory that you can look
back on,” Sanchez-Torres said.
“All of the time and effort that
the guy puts into it makes it
super special.”
So to all the boys out there
who are on the fence about
how to ask that cute girl in
French class, don’t be nervous; girls understand the
amount of courage you need
to put yourself out there.
Feel free to be as extravagant as you like, but as long as
you put in the effort to make it
cute and creative, you won’t be
going solo to prom this year.

During their lunch period last spring, senior London
Lewis asked his girlfriend, junior Madison Sanchez-Torres, to prom using balloons, flowers and a homemade
sign. Photo courtesy of Madison Sanchez-Torres.

AP Human Geography elective highlights
cultural, geographical makeup of the world

AP Human Geography students take a selfie with their
teacher, Mr. Thomas, before the start of class. This is
the first year the course has been offered. Photo courtesy of Mr. Thomas.

With a
spring in
your step
and colorcoordinated binders
and notebooks
in
ASHLEY RIZIK
your hand,
Guest Writer
you stride
down the social studies hallway ready to spend another
day learning about the cultural
and geographic makeup of the
Earth.
Unlike some courses at St.
Pius X, this particular class is
filled to the brim with sophomores intrigued by the newest
edition to our school’s curriculum: Advanced Placement Human Geography.
I personally recommend
this hands-on, rewarding and
stimulating course as a great addition to your sophomore year
class lineup.
Not only do students gain a
college credit upon achieving a
three or higher on the AP test,
but you also earn “a view of the
world that you would not otherwise have exposure to,” said AP
Human Geography teacher Mr.

Ellis Thomas.
I am speaking with the experience of only a little longer
than one semester, but this rigorous course covers many distinct topics ranging from types
of diffusion to comparing factors of folk culture and popular
culture.
The class is perfect for you
if your interests include population, cultural aspects, agriculture and the geography of
languages, or even if you’re just
looking to add more AP courses
to your schedule.
When asked about how she
personally benefitted from the
class, sophomore Klara Willner
said, “this class has benefitted
me by expanding my understanding of current conflicts
around the world, and how
understanding how ethnicities
and cultures affect me and the
people around me every day.”
To get a break from the everyday routine of notes, quizzes
and group activities, our class
recently visited the Al-Farooq
Mosque built by Georgia Tech
students in 1980. This was one
of the best field trips you could
go on because not only did we

learn more, but we were able
to participate in a unique culture by following their religious
guidelines.
I think all of the girls in my
class would agree that getting
to wear a hijab, a traditional
head covering worn by Muslim
women to show respect, was
one of our favorite experiences
because of its rarity in American culture.
These excursions allowed
us take what we had learned in
the weeks leading up and apply it to what we were able to
see, hear, and experience in the
real world. It also gave us an
opportunity to see other places
of prayer that many of us would
never get to see in person.
While some may argue that
sophomore year is too early to
add AP classes to your schedule, keep in mind the benefit
of having eight points added
to your final grade, so don’t let
the fear of taking a college-level
course scare you away.
So in February when you
begin registering for next year’s
courses, I highly recommend
that you consider this class as
your sophomore year elective.
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Finish Lion 5k offers evening of fun for everyone
SOPHIE BURNETT
Staff Writer

Come out and join the St.
Pius X community on Saturday,
March 4 for the annual Finish
Lion 5k and Family Fun Run.
The race is new, improved and
filled with other fun activities
for everyone of all ages.
“We don’t want the run to
be just another race, but an
event that the whole St. Pius
community can participate in,”
said Director of Alumni Mrs.
Karoline Brennan. Proceeds
from the race go directly to the
St. Pius X Alumni Scholarship
Fund.
For the first time ever, the
race will begin at 5 pm, and with
the help of the Lion Leader
program, an entire evening
of entertainment will follow,
including a pasta dinner, movie
and bounce house.
The course, which is
an official Peachtree Road
Race qualifier, has also been
modified to be faster and flatter.
Beginning on the St. Pius track,
runners will race down the
1-85 access road and finish in
the parking lot of the Century
Center building where the
football shuttle buses park in
the fall. St. Pius buses will be on
site to take participants back to
school.
A one-mile fun run on the
track will begin at 5:30 and race

awards with follow immediately
after, including awards for the
top overall male and female
finishers and top alumni
finishers. A trophy will be
awarded to the parochial school
with the most participants, and
the St. Pius club or team with
the most participants will receive
free smoothies from Tropical
Smoothie.
The theme of the race is
“superheroes,” and participants
are encouraged to dress up as
their favorite superhero. Lion
Leaders will also be in superhero
costumes and stationed at the
mile markers of the course to
encourage runners.
“I think all of the new changes
make the race easier and more
fun for the runners who just
want to run for fun!” exclaimed
senior Dana Belville who runs
cross country and track.
The post-race activities are
just as exciting as the race itself.
After a pasta dinner in the
cafeteria, everyone is invited
to the gym to watch the movie
“Sky High” and have fun in the
bounce house, which the Lion
Leaders have helped organize.
“It is such an honor to
be asked to be a part of the
event!” exclaimed Lion Leader
Coordinator
Mrs.
Alana
McJimpsey. “It’s a huge deal
because it’s the first event for the
new Lion Leaders.”

With help from the Lion Leader program, the Finish Lion 5K is more than a just race
this year. An entire evening of entertainment is planned, including dinner, a movie and a
bounce house, making this a family event that the entire St. Pius X community can enjoy.
Lion Leaders will also be
volunteering during the race to
help cheer on the runners and
hand out water and snacks at the
finish line.
The entry fee for the event
is $35, which includes the
race registration, a t-shirt, a
goody bag filled with treats
and coupons, a pasta dinner, a
movie and a bounce house. All

current students and parents
can pay by FACTS, and student
participants will also get to come
out of uniform in their race
t-shirts on Monday, March 6.
To register for the race, visit
the alumni page on the St. Pius
website, or visit active.com
“My hopes for the run include
doubling the registrants and
getting people to look at the race

as an all-encompassing event for
the St. Pius community,” said
Mrs. Brennan.
Whether you want to run
to get a qualifying time for the
Peachtree, walk the race with a
few friends or just enjoy a fun
night out with dinner and a
movie, this is a great opportunity
to show that your lion pride
runs deep.

news

Golden Lines

5

February 3, 2017

Fine Arts performances
(continued from pg. 1)

voice when they don’t have
one and showcases their talents. The say a picture is worth
a thousand words.”
Pius Players
The spring musical “Honk”
takes flight soon after the Juried Arts show, with performances on March 9, 10, 11
and 12, with the first three
shows premiering at 7:00 pm
and Sunday’s matinee at 2:00
p.m.
“Honk is the musical version of the ugly duckling, and
it’s a show that’s perfect for
families,” musical director Ms.
Bonnie Spark said. “There’s a
lot of music in the show, more
so than shows we have performed in the past. We have
a cast of 40, including middle
school and elementary school
students, and some relatives of
people who work here (grandchildren, children) playing
froglets or ducklings,” she
said.
Along with a large cast,
many seniors play starring
roles in the musical. “There
are a lot of main roles, and
that’s why I picked [“Honk”]
because there are a lot of parts.
Katie Rose Borrello is the
mother duck, Richard Guyton
is Ugly and Nic Caceres is the
daddy duck,” Ms. Spark said.
“The humor in the show is
very funny,” she continued.
“It won all kinds of awards,
it’s a beautiful show, the music
is great, and it’s really just so
much fun. It’s a family show;
a family event. It’s for everybody, grandma to the young
ones.”
Ms. Spark and the entire
cast encourage everyone to
come out to see the show despite their busy schedules.
“We have a good time and
the kids work very hard,” Ms.
Spark said. “The students
here should be more connected with the fine arts and what
we offer as part of a very topnotch education. They should
see their friends and siblings
demonstrate their creative talent. And most of all, it’s two
hours of just plain fun!”
Dance
The dance program will
hold their annual spring dance
concert on March 24 and 25 at
7:00 p.m. and March 26 at 2
p.m. Students in Dance I, II,
III and Company will perform contemporary ballet on
pointe, jazz, modern and jazzfunk pieces.
“The jazz-funk piece is choreographed by St. Pius alum
Xavier Wilcher (‘07),” dance

teacher Mrs. Lisa O’Connor
said.
“The songs that we use
range according to the style
of dance we perform,” Mrs.
O’Connor added. “We have
used songs from Meghan
Trainor to Jennifer Lopez.”
Like other fine arts programs, Mrs. O’Connor emphasized the importance of
student attendance at the
spring concert.
“Our show is called ‘Art
in Motion,’ and I chose that
because each choreographer
that came in has a completely
different take on songs that
are in the show. It’s an artistic
expression of several different
songs,” she said.
“The girls have also been
working since August on their
technique, and we started choreography in the fall,” Mrs.
O’Connor added. “You’re
able to see their passion and
excitement for doing something they love on a school
day.”
Band
Just as enthusiastic about
their upcoming performances
is the band. Not only are both
symphonic and jazz bands
performing in the Fine Arts
Assembly, but the symphonic
band is also competing in the
LGPE, or “Large Group Performance Evaluation,” as well
as their annual band concert
in early spring.
During the Fine Arts Assembly, “the jazz band is looking to perform a piece by the
band by Chicago called “25 or
6 to 4.” There are also a few
solos on tap for the jazz band
too,” assistant band director
Mr. Ian LaBreck said.
“The symphonic band will
play fun music, something
for everybody and that everyone can enjoy. Last year we
performed music from ‘The
Incredibles,’ and we also did
‘Amazing Grace,’ so expect
something kind of like that,”
Mr. LaBreck added.
In between the assembly
and preparation for their
spring concert, the band will
compete in the annual LGPE
sponsored by the Georgia Music Educators Association.
“They’ll be evaluated with
a set of judges,” Mr. LaBreck
stated, “but we already have
pieces for LGPE figured out.
We’re playing this piece called
‘Dancing in Air’ by Yo Goto
and another really pretty
piece called ‘The Seal Lullaby’
by Eric Whitacre.”
What Mr. LaBreck said the

band is most excited about,
however, is a piece of music
being commissioned for them
by a special artist for their
spring concert.
“Paige Hamilton, from
the band Helmet, is writing a
piece for our band and we’re
performing that in the spring
concert. And he’ll kind of be
here that whole week in residency to make sure everything
is sounding good and running
smoothly. We started rehearsing the first week of school
and we’ll play all that stuff until the end of March, when our
concert is,” Mr. LaBreck said.
Guitar
After the band concert is
the combined guitar and choir
concert on April 20. Featuring
advanced guitarists and the
women’s ensemble, the concert is “much more involved
than the Christmas concert,”
said fine arts department chair
and guitar teacher Mr. Brion
Kennedy.
“For the Christmas concert, the students sit and read
music, however for the spring
concert, the students are expected to move around and
entertain the audience. Stylistically, there’s more pop and
rock involved in the spring
concert, so it is different in
that regard as well,” Mr. Kennedy said.
Senior Patrick Crawford is
especially excited about performing his own quartet in the
concert.
“I came up with the main
melody sometime around
September and worked on
writing the four guitar parts
and fleshing it out into a full
song,” Crawford said.
Both guitar and concert
choir students enjoy performing their individual pieces,
and Mr. Kennedy hopes that
the shows can expand in upcoming years.
“It is a pleasure to work
with [the women’s ensemble],
but it’s difficult for the guitarists because we have to cut the
set down in order to keep performance time equal between
the groups. Hopefully in the
future choir and guitar will
have their own concerts. Ms.
Turek is fabulous and I have
no doubt this will happen,”
Mr. Kennedy stated.
No matter which concert or
performance you attend, or if
you attend them all, you can
be sure that the fine arts department will not disappoint
with their fresh and fun pieces
perfect for all audiences.

Seniors Will Ver Meulen, Joe Stephens, Bennett Hardy,
Drew Gillett, Sarah Marshall and juniors Annie Lipscomb
and Grace Berg held pro-life signs while marching the
streets of Washington D.C. last weekend. Photo courtesy
of Annie Lipscomb.

Students attend
March for Life
RILEY LUCKMANN
Staff Writer

The annual St. Pius X
March for Life trip took place
January 26-28 in Washington,
D.C. On this trip, students,
teachers and other volunteers participated with nearly
500,00 others who are pro-life
supporters in a peaceful march
to be a “voice for the voiceless,”
according to theology teacher
Mrs. Melissa Ginther.
“We go up there to show
our solidarity with the unborn
and with families that are in
crisis pregnancies,” said Chaplain Fr. Michael Silloway.
The trip consists of many
aspects, not simply a march
through our nation’s capital.
“We meet with other
schools in a gymnasium and
have Mass and sing along to
Christian songs,” said junior
Taylor Corley, who went on
last year’s March for Life.
“Then we all go to the Washington Monument and listen
to speakers talk about their
support for pro-life.”
Once the group is emotionally ready to march, they get
pro-life signs from the March
for Life organizers and start
their journey around Washington, D.C. in order to spread
the message of the importance
of life.
Many teachers and students
who went on the trip last year
found this experience meaningful for different reasons.
“I also really enjoy praying the rosary just outside the
White House. It reminds me
that we are called to honor
those appointed over us and
ask the Lord to guide them!”
said Mrs. Ginther.
Corley also thought the

march was inspiring.
“I really felt a lot of love
and support when we were
marching and people would
cheer us on while they were
standing on the street. It really
made me feel like I was standing up for a good cause in unity with so many other people,”
she said.
Although many people
may think that the purpose is
to protest against the evils of
abortion, the trip is actually
meant to “illustrate that life is
good,” said Mrs. Ginther.
St. Pius students who have
gone in the past, like junior
Annie Lipscomb, explained
that “the energy was just so
positive; I have never felt anything like it before.”
This year’s theme for the
March for Life trip was “the
power of one.”
Director of Campus Ministry Mrs. Abby Bettencourt
went on the March for Life
trip as a high school student
and as a college student and
believes that “the march is
worth it even if it only has the
power to save one life.”
She also expressed that the
march was more than just a
march for unborn babies. “We
are standing up for all life,
both alive and unborn,” said
Mrs. Bettencourt.
Many students were excited
for the trip and anticipating
it months in advance because
they wanted to make their
voices heard in this peaceful
protest that took place in January.
“I stand for life because I
was once a choice,” said junior
Brennan Quinn. “No person
has the right to destroy the life
of another person.”
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What do Falcons Do?

RISE UP!

2016 Record: 11-5 NFC South Champions NFC Champions

OFFENSIVE STATS

1st

3rd

2nd

5th

points per game passing yds. per game
(33.8)
(295.3)

yards per game
(415.8)

rushing yds. per game
(120.5)

DEFENSIVE STATS

27th

28th

25th

17th

points per game passing yds. per game
(25.4)
(266.7)

yards per game
(371.2)

QB Matt Ryan

Drafted 3rd overall in 2008 out of Boston College

Why he should be NFL MVP
1. He led the league in passer
rating (117.1) and yards per attempt
(9.26). He was 2nd in TD passes (38)
and threw only 7 INTs.
2. His jaw-dropping season
stats are the 5th-best of all
time in terms of QB rating.
3. He became the 1st QB
to throw a TD pass to 13
different receivers in a
single season.
4. His 136.1 passer rating on deep passes (20+ yards) is the highest in the past
10 years. He was also the only QB not to
throw a deep INT this year.

rushing yds. per game
(104.5)

The Atlanta Falcons joined the
NFL as an expansion team in
1960. Their only other Super Bowl
appearance was a 34-19 loss to
the Denver Broncos in 1999.
The team scored 540 total points
this season, the most in the NFL
and the 8th most all time.
A total of 6 players were selected
to this year’s Pro-Bowl, Vic
Beasley (LB), Matt Bryant (PK),
Devonta Freeman (RB), Julio
Jones (WR), Alex Mack (C), and
Matt Ryan (QB).
Their 44-21 victory over the
Green Bay Packers in the NFC
Championship was the last game in
the Georgia Dome. They will open
their new $1.5 billion MercedesBenz Stadium next season, which
will also host the 2018 Super Bowl.
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The Pittsburgh Steelers
have the most Super Bowl
wins with 6 in 1975 1976
1979 1980 2006 2009

7

The Lombardi Trophy is
awarded to the winner
of the Super Bowl each
year. It is made by
Tiffany & Co. and weighs
7 pounds, stands 21
inches tall and is worth
$25,000.

For the first Super Bowl in 1967, a
30-second commercial cost $37,500.
This year, the cost is $5 million.
More than 40 companies will have
commercials featured in this year’s
Super Bowl.
The most shared Super Bowl ad of
all-time was Volkswagon’s 2011 Star
Wars-themed ad. Today it has over
63 million views on YouTube.

Just how much will Americans eat on Super Bowl Sunday?

1.3 billion chicken wings

72 regulation

footballs were made
just for Sunday’s game

12.5 million pizzas

100 million lbs. of guacamole

seats are
160 million 72,220
in NRG Stadium in Houston,
viewers worldwide were
estimated to have watched
last year’s Super Bowl

host of Super Bowl 51
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Upcoming
Events

TRACKS

LION

Teachers break out of traditional learning with escape rooms
Will Galvin
Staff Writer

Feb. 24-26: AP Biology Trip

Escape rooms. If you
haven’t heard of this latest
problem-solving craze that’s
sweeping the nation, well, you
may be living under a rock.
Many St. Pius X teachers
have even found a way to
incorporate the basic concept
of an escape room into their
lesson plans for a fun and
educational
activity
that
students enjoy.
In the escape rooms, which
are located throughout the
country including several in
the Atlanta area, a group of
people are put in a room and
shown a video explaining the
mission. The door locks, the
clock starts and the group has
60 minutes to solve puzzles
and discover hidden clues that
lead to their escape.
Many St. Pius students
have visited escape rooms
before, some of them going on
a regular basis.
“I’ve done almost all of the
escape rooms at the one by
my house,” said junior Patrick
Huff. “I might need to branch
out to other locations at this
point.”
“The most fun is when I get
to do them with my friends.
There’s a lot of laughs,” junior
Shannon Kang said.
Social Studies teacher Mrs.
Alison Wright took her AP

Mar. 1: 8:40 am Late Start
- Ash Wednesday All School
Mass; NHS Meeting, 7:15
am

BRENNAN QUINN
Staff Writer

Feb. 4: Mothers’
Club Service Project
Feb. 4-5: Domini
Sumus Retreat
Feb. 10: 8:40 am
Late Start - All
School Mass; NHS
meeting, 7:15 am
Feb. 11: Saturday
School, 8 am- 12 pm

Feb. 15: Mothers’s Prayer
Group, 8:30 am
Feb. 17: 8:40 am Late Start
- XL Assembly - Fine Arts
Assembly
Feb. 20: No School Presidents’ Day
Feb. 21: Junior Parent
Meeting, 7 pm; Dresden
School Supply Drive begins
Feb. 24: Mission Trip
meeting, 7:15 am; 8:40 am
Late Start - XL Assembly
Schedule - Black History
month presentation; Juried
Arts Exhibit

Mar. 3: 8 am Start; Mission
Trip Meeting, 7:15 am
Mar. 4: Finish Lion 5k, 8 am
Mar. 7: Mission Trip Parent
Meeting, 6 pm
Mar. 8: Lenten Penance
Service
Mar. 9-12: Spring Musical
Mar. 10: 8:40 am Late Start
- XL Assembly - Chastity
Speaker
Mar. 11: Mothers’ Club
Retreat; SAT’s @ SPX
Mar. 12: Daylight Savings’
Time begins
Mar. 13: Summer Uniform
Begins
Mar. 13-16: Senior ACRE
testing

Psychology class last week to
Mastermind, an escape room
in Sandy Springs.
“My favorite part of the
escape room was the feeling
when we were seconds away
from escaping and we were all
so on edge and then we found
the final code for the door and
I punched in the numbers
and everyone was so excited
that we finally made it out,”
said senior Elizabeth Green.
“I learned how important
communication is, and I
learned how different people
work in group settings and
that some people are better at
doing certain things,” Green
continued. “I learned group
communication skills and the
cleverness and intelligence
that the makers of the room
needed to create such a large
puzzle.”
For teachers of other
subjects who would like to
have students to take part
in educational escape rooms
but can’t take them on field
trips, they can turn their
own classroom into an escape
room with ideas and tools
from Breakout EDU, an
educational company that
designs and markets escape
room boxes for educators in
order to enhance lessons.
Started in 2015, Breakout
EDU strives to bring fun and
innovative means of teaching

to classrooms.
Instructional Technology
Coordinator
Dr.
Marian
Rosenberg
came
across
Breakout EDU and made an
effort to bring the platform
to St. Pius with help from
Media Specialist Mrs. Meggan
Wilcauskas. Together, they
purchased a Breakout EDU
kit for classroom use that
contained locks, flashlights,
hint cards and other materials
needed
for
a
complex
problem solving mission. Mrs.
Wilcauskas then recreated
several more kits herself based
off of the original.
Theology teachers Dr.
Liberty Hall and Ms. Lindsay
Neimo were some of the first
to use these breakout kits
last semester as test reviews.
Working together as a class,
students used dates and
keywords they learned in class
to crack codes, safes and locks.
Each class period competed
against each other, with the
winning class receiving bonus
points on the upcoming tests.
“We originally wanted to
make the classrooms as close
to the real escape rooms as
possible, but we had some
issues when it came to locking
kids in a room for 35 minutes,”
said Dr. Hall, “but what we do
now is still just as fun as well as
really helpful.”
Other teachers have also

used these kits to help with
a variety of educational
lessons. Math teacher Mrs.
Sara Schmitt, for example,
incorporated
a
breakout
scenario to teach students
a new lesson on congruent
triangles, then awarded bonus
points on a upcoming quiz to
the class periods that were able
to complete all of the tasks.
When reviewing with her
freshmen for their final exam
last semester, English teacher
Mrs. Jan Collier had students
crack codes in a breakout kit
to help them refresh their
knowledge about
“The
Odyssey.”
“One of my classes solved
the final code to the final
lock as the bell rang, and I
have never seen any students
happier than when they
completed this escape room,”
Mrs. Collier said.
Students
agreed
that
breakout kits are a welcome
departure from traditional
learning.
“When I hear that we are
having an escape room day,
I get excited to go to class,”
junior Cole Tressler said.
St. Pius teachers have
found a way to break out of
the mold of standard lessons
and test reviews, and students
so far have been excited to
escape the norm.

Student band takes listeners on a vacation that’s out of this world

Finishing her last sip
of coffee, guitarist Maggie
Geeslin clicked “record.” It
was 3 am in her best friend
Grace Repasky’s room when
the dynamic duo finished
three songs on that warm
summer night.
This was the beginning
of what is now famously
known as Lunar Vacation, a
student band that is gradually
becoming a household name
in the halls of St. Pius X.
In addition to juniors
Repasky and Geeslin, the
band consists of senior
keyboardist Andrew Harris
and senior drummer Connor
Dowd. Each member is
musically gifted in a variety of
different ways, and they are
all active participants in the
fine arts here at St. Pius.
Lunar Vacation currently
has seven songs published to
Soundcloud, including their
new single called “Anna,”
named after one of their good
friends junior, Anna Koch.
“When we make a new

song we basically do it piece
by piece,” said Harris.
After Repasky and Geeslin
figure out the basic riff and
chord structure for the guitar,
they are ready for Dowd to lay
down the drums.
“We kind of jam it out until
something sticks; we take that
idea and run with it until the
song is done,” said Geeslin.
What Repasky originally
thought of as a side project,
the band gradually started
popping up in many music
venues all over Georgia.
Their first gig was a
10-minute set at a Northview
High School fundraiser, and
they have since played at
many other venues including
Wonderroot, a mansion in
Buckhead, and St. John
Bosco, a private school in
Cumming.
Most notably, the group
has also preformed at the
Masquerade, one of Georgia’s
most well-known stages where
bands including Nirvana,
Green Day and Radiohead
have played.
“I was dancing with my

Designed by junior Lauren Hutson and featured on all
of their social media and merchandise, the band logo
features an astronaut on a lunar vacation.
friends the whole time to
their music. I had a blast!”
exclaimed
senior
Meg
Czabala, who attended the
concert with her friends in
January.
“We want everyone to
come to our shows and listen
to our music! Music is a
wonderful thing that brings

people together and we can
promise you a groovy time,”
said Geeslin.
Lunar Vacation’s next
performance will be at Rock
the Mission on February 17,
a fundraiser for the St. Pius
mission trips. Check them
out before they go on a lunar
vacation to fame and fortune.
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Senior Mia Park stays busy with a wide range of activities

JILL GILBERT
Staff Writer

Senior Mia Park is not
your average 17 year old. Her
many activities include playing hockey, serving as Jungle
Leader at St. Pius X football
games and participating in
mission trips and church camp

retreats. Even with her many
talents and a busy schedule,
she still has time to play the
piano, which she has been
playing since the age of four.
At her most recent performance in January, Park
played in front of 100 people at Clayton State Univer-

Senior Mia Park competes for the Brookwood High
School ice hockey team at the Duluth Ice Forum. In
addition to hockey and lacrosse, Park is also an awardwinning piano player, a Jungle leader, a camp counselor and was voted “Friendliest” by her senior classmates. Photo courtesy of Mia Park.

sity with the Atlanta Area
Suzuki Piano Association.
“I
played
a
piece
called
‘Pathetique’
by
Beethoven,”
said
Park
After her ninth and final recital, Park received the
Graduation Senior Award for
continuing her piano commitment through high school.
“I think I played well,
and it was cool to hear
all
the
other
students
play as well,” said Park.
Along with the arts, Park
also spends her time on the
ice. Hockey, which she has
been playing since she was
nine, is her favorite sport.
Currently playing on the
Brookwood High School team
at the Duluth Ice Forum, Park
plays wing and consistently
sets herself up to attack the net.
“I love the sport and
playing with my teammates,”
Park
said.
Her
enthusiasm
for
sports
carries
over
to
St. Pius athletics as well.
Both she and senior
Ryan Connor are co-presidents of the Jungle, and
Park cheers on the Golden
Lions as often as she can.
Park decided to get involved with the student fan
section because she “saw previous seniors get really involved and saw how much fun
they were having,” Park said.
Despite
the
football

team’s difficult season, Park
was willing to travel whatever distance to lead her
fellow students in cheering on their Golden Lions.
“This year I missed
the
Marist
game
but
that was it,”
Park said.
Park also sets aside time
to help others grow closer to God. For example,
over the summer she is a
counselor at Camp Glisson, which is a religious retreat center in Dahlonega.
“The most valuable relationships I have are the ones
that are formed at camp,”
she said, “and I have experienced the Lord there in
such tangible ways that it has
completely revolutionized the
way I want to follow Jesus.”
Along with attending camp
over the summer, Park travels
to Costa Rica on spring break
with the same organization.
“Going to Costa Rica
taught me how to be a better leader, how to be a better
servant and how those two
go hand in hand,” Park said.
Additionally, Park was also
voted “Friendliest” by her senior class, proving that even
with her busy schedule she
still has a great personality.
“Mia and I have always
been friends; she definitely
deserved the superlative,”
said senior Maggie Cleary.
As an athlete, musician

and proud Golden Lions
supporter, Park approaches
each activity with enthusiasm and excitement. So
next time you see Park, just
know that there is more
to her than meets the eye.

Academic
honors
(continued from pg. 1)

In addition to being a Lion
Leader and an NHS member, Ressler has also run cross
country and track since his
freshman year.
“While cross country and
track are time consuming,
the sport honestly aids my efficiency,” he said. “After running, I can finally focus, and
the accompanying exhaustion prevents me from doing
anything too interesting. I do
tend to emphasize sleep and
training a lot more during the
season, and as a result, I probably do more work during the
day.”
Ressler helped his cross
country team win their third
state championship in four
years. He finished third for
the team and eighth overall
with a time of 16:49 at the
state meet in November.
He also holds the eighth
fastest time in the history of
the cross country program,
which he set this season with
a time of 15:59.
In addition to being the
Salutatorian, Ressler was also
named the STAR Student,
which is awarded to the senior with the highest SAT
score. He selected his AP US
History teacher Ms. Kristin
Kramer as his STAR Teacher
for having made the most
significant contribution to his
academic development.
“Ms. Kramer teaches with
the knowledge of an expert
and the enthusiasm of a kid,”
Ressler said when explaining
why he chose Ms. Kramer.
“She makes history matter,
and she makes everyone in
her class realize the importance of the last 250 years.
She’s so smart and so wellversed but also so genuine.
All in all, she’s the best teacher I’ve ever had (and I’ve
been graced with many great
ones).”
Both Ressler and Ms.
Kramer and will be recognized at the Atlanta STAR
Banquet in April.
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JUNGLE “$orenkins” deliver a relationship
ROARS

Upcoming
Athletic Events

Feb. 3: Wrestling
State Sectionals
@ Jefferson High
School; Swimming
and Diving State
Meet @ Georgia Tech Aquatic
Center, 9:00 am;
Girls’ Basketball
vs. Oconee County
High School @
Oconee County
High School, 6:00
pm; Boys’ Basketball vs.
Oconee County High School
@ Oconee County High
School, 7:30 pm
Feb. 4: Swimming and Diving State Championship @
Georgia Tech Aquatic Center, 1:00 pm

Feb. 7: Girls’ Soccer vs.
Woodward Academy @
Home, 5:30 om; Boys’ Soccer
vs. Woodward Academy @
Home, 7:30 pm
Feb. 8: Girls’ Tennis vs.
Grady High School@ Dekalb
Tennis Center; Boys’ Tennis
vs. Grady @ Dekalb Tennis Center, 4:00 pm; Boys’
Lacrosse vs. Grayson High
School @ Home, 5:30 pm
Feb. 9: Wrestling State
Tournament @ Macon Centreplex
Feb. 10: Wrestling State
Tournament @ Macon
Centreplex; Girls’ Tennis
vs. Stephens County High
School @ Stephens County
High School; Boys’ Tennis
vs. Stephens County High
School @ Stephens County
High School, 4:00 pm; Girls’
Soccer vs. Riverwood High
School @ Home, 5:30 pm;
Baseball vs. Adairsville High
School @ Adairsville High
School, 5:30 pm; Girls’ Lacrosse vs. South Forsyth
High School @ South Forsyth High School, 5:30 pm;
Boys’s Soccer vs. Riverwood
High School @ Home, 7:30
pm
Feb. 11: Track and Field @
Parkview High School, 8:00
am
Feb. 13: Girls’ Tennis vs.
Chamblee High School @
Dekalb Tennis Center
Feb. 14: Girls’ Lacrosse vs.
Creekview High School @
Home, 5:55 pm; JV Girls’
Lacrosse vs. Creekview High
School @ Home, 7:30 pm

built on loyalty and curveballs

LIAM HARDY
Staff Writer

A great pitcher-catcher
combo is a necessary component of every successful baseball team, and the St. Pius X
baseball program is no exception. Senior catcher Kennet
Sorenson and senior pitcher
Preston Jenkins are a dynamic
duo that is second to none because of their chemistry on and
off the diamond.
Sorenson has been playing
baseball since the age of five
and knows better than anyone
that chemistry between a catcher and his pitcher is a must for
success, which is one of the reasons why he was drawn to the
position at a young age.
“There are a lot of kids out
there that can screw [the chemistry] factor of the game up, but
you know what they say, ‘if you
want something done right, do
it yourself,’” said Sorenson.
Sorenson began playing
travel baseball at age 11 for
the East Cobb Astros. At 14, he
made the switch to his current
organization, 6-4-3 DP. Having
not played for the St. Pius feeder team, Sorenson’s freshman
year was his first time being a
part of the program.
By age 15, Sorenson knew
he wanted to pursue a baseball
career, thus beginning his collegiate athletic aspirations.
“I was sitting behind the
plate on a hot summer day and
thought to myself, ‘It would

be pretty cool to do this in college,’” Sorenson said.
With the help of his coaches
and parents, Sorenson reached
out to a few college programs
and sent highlight reels and report cards.
It didn’t take long for Sorenson to draw the attention of
many top programs, but when
the University of Nebraska
came knocking, he “didn’t hesitate to accept [their offer].”
“My family has a lot of ties
to Nebraska, so it had always
been on my radar and a place I
could see myself going,” Sorenson added.
The other half of the dynamic duo is senior pitcher Preston
Jenkins, although many refer
to him by the name “Prust.”
Prust began playing baseball
at the age of three and quickly
fell in love with the sport. Before joining the St. Pius baseball program in middle school,
Prust played for the Dunwoody
Diablos and the East Cobb
Black Knights. He currently
plays for the Ninth Inning Royals.
Being the pitcher allows
him to have a major effect on
the game, something that Prust
relishes.
“I like being in control with
the team on my back. I love
having an impact,” Prust said.
Like Sorenson, Prust began
sending a variety of colleges
and universities his highlight
reels as well as his report cards.

Sorenson (left) compliments Prust on his luscious flow as
they take a load off after a game last season on a brisk
spring day. Both have been members of the varsity team
since sophomore year. Photo courtesy of Preston Jenkins
Soon enough, by the middle of
his senior year, he knew that
Birmingham Southern was the
school and program for him.
“I felt like the school and
program both put me in the
best position for myself,” Prust
said.
Together these two standout players form a duo that not
only helps the team win on the
diamond but also boosts team
camaraderie tremendously.
“Before meeting Preston
and Kennet I was a littler nervous to be playing high school
baseball, but they really helped
me come out of my shoes a
bit,” said senior outfielder Nick
Caragher.
Sorenson and Prust both

have a certain charisma about
their personality and love
to show that no matter what
they’re doing.
“[Kennet and Prust] have
something about them; they
are both hilarious and always
know how to get the best out of
everyone,” Caragher said.
The Georgia preseason
rankings predict that the baseball team is poised to be a force
in their region, and if Sorenson
and Prust continue to have a
positive impact on the team,
they should be.
The varsity team’s first
home game is part of a double
header on February 18 against
Peachtree Ridge at 11 am and
West Laurens at 1 pm.

Men’s soccer adds new secret weapon
CAROLINA BENOIT
Staff Writer

The St. Pius X men’s varsity soccer team has earned
plenty of praise in past years
for their famed determination
and domination on the field.
It’s no secret that they’ve handily claimed the state title for the
last four years and have every
intention of winning it again
this season.
However, what most teams
don’t know is that they have
added a new weapon to their
arsenal: head coach Mike Wentzler.
Coach Wentzler, also a new
science teacher at St. Pius, has
expanded the already-vigorous
conditioning program and has
been working with the returning players since before the
winter break.
Senior left back Sebastian
Tomala compared Coach Wentzler’s workout routine from

previous years, noting that
“Coach Wentzler requires the
returning varsity players to attend weightlifting after school
twice a week.”
Since the new year, Coach
Wentzler’s conditioning routine consists of running, and
lots of it. Junior forward Jojo
Manzo recounted one of the
most grueling and taxing weeks
of the pre-season, pointing out
that the “workouts were longer
and had more variation. It was
physically demanding for all
of us, but we stayed mentally
tough and were able to push
through.”
Although Coach Wentzler’s
workouts seem more intense
than previous years, he is there
every step of the way, offering
his players encouragement as
they run “countless miles” or
“grind in the weight room,”
said senior right back Sterling
Eberlein.

Other players agreed about
the positive effect Coach Wentzler has already had on them.
“He really pushes us to our
limits and tries to bring out the
best in us,” added Manzo.
Senior Ethan Zoeller said
that Coach Wentzler “always
tries to keep the mood light
and upbeat… He seems into
the team playing good soccer
and really out-working the other teams. He doesn’t want us to
just go out and win games; he
wants us to win them by playing a superior style to the other
teams.”
Eberlein also pointed out
that because of Coach Wentzler’s young age, he is “easy to
talk to and a friendly guy. He
seems to care a lot about us as
a team already. He has a great
ability to convince us that we
can do things we often don’t
think we can, like hitting mile
after mile, and he is always

there to encourage us to keep
working hard and strive for excellence.”
Regardless of the similarities
and differences between Coach
Wentzler and previous coaches,
one thing remains consistent:
the team’s determination to win
their fifth consecutive state title.
“This year... we’ll have a
strong and confident team under Wentzler. We’re going to
give it all we got -- no doubt,”
Manzo firmly stated.
His teammates agreed with
him. Eberlein anticipates the
team will have “success and
domination… I think Coach
knows we are ready to put everything we have on the pitch
for both him and ourselves, and
he is ready to see us emerge victorious yet again.”
Tomala
simply
added,
“[We’re expecting] nothing
short of state champions. We
hungry.”
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Chemistry teacher finds formula
for success on and off the field

HENRY QUEEN
Staff Writer

As he struts through the
science hallway with a colorful
bowtie and a stack of books in
his arms, he greets students
with a friendly wave. In the
classroom, his passion for
chemistry is obvious as he explains moles, acids and bases
and the periodic table.
That afternoon on the lacrosse field, a similar passion
is evident when coaching the
sport he once played in high
school.
As a lacrosse coach and a
science teacher, Mr. Matthew
Smentek energizes his players
and students to do their best.
“He’s a great coach, and
gives us a lot of inspiration to
have a successful season,” said
senior defenseman Drew Gillett.
Mr. Smentek’s love of lacrosse dates back to the first
time he picked up a lacrosse
stick during his freshman year
at North Springs High School.
He immediately took a liking to
the increasingly popular sport,
partly because he excelled in it
right away and partly because
he loved the contact.
“I like being able to hit people,” Mr. Smentek said.

He also embraced being a
goalie. Lacrosse is often a pretty physical sport, and a goalie
perhaps faces the biggest beating of all the positions as players hurl shots at them from just
a few yards away.
“Being a goalie, it is almost
like being on an island. The
goalie is easy to point to when
you lose and easy to point to
when you win. You have to be
a very different person [to want
to be a goalie],” Mr. Smentek
said.
Social studies teacher and
former lacrosse coach Mr. Scott
Carter coached against Mr.
Smentek when he played at
North Springs.
“[In] his junior year they
beat us 9-8, and his senior year
we pulled off a 5-4 win in overtime. Holding a team to 13
goals over 2 seasons is good.
He was a darn good goalie,”
said Coach Carter.
Mr. Smentek was so talented at lacrosse that he became a
starter at North Springs during
his sophomore year and was
an honorable mention for the
All-State team his senior year.
He also earned the prestigious
honor of an Academic AllAmerican.
Moving on to Wake Forest

University after high school,
Mr. Smentek was a walk-on for
the lacrosse team. He said his
most memorable college game
was against Illinois when he
recorded numerous saves and
played a key part in the victory.
Recognizing that professional lacrosse was not an option, Mr. Smentek moved on to
bigger and better things after
his junior year in college. After
graduating from Wake Forest
in 2008 with a bachelor’s degree in chemistry, he pursued
a master’s degree at Emory,
eventually graduating in 2010.
He then took a job at St. Pius as
a teacher.
“I’ve loved every day that
I’ve been here,” Mr. Smentek
said.
He said the reason he became a teacher was because of
Mr. A, his high school chemistry teacher.
“My high school chemistry
teacher was a glowing example
of humanity,” Mr. Smentek
said, adding that he was comparable to Fr. Lopez in that
way.
“I teach because every day
I want to be like him,” Mr.
Smentek said.
Mr. Smentek coached varsity and JV goalies at St. Pius un-

Mr. Smentek talks to his players after a game. He started
teaching at St. Pius X in 2011 and became the head varsity lacrosse coach in 2015. Photo courtesy of spx.org
til being named the head coach
of the varsity team in 2015.
Mr. Smentek named junior
goalie Micah Kane, senior midfielder Joe Stephens, sophomore midfielder Connor Egan
and junior defenseman Jack
Bulger as players to watch for
this upcoming season.
The team’s first game is at
home against Grayson High
School on Wednesday, February 8.
Like the entire St. Pius athletic program, the lacrosse team
has a new region this year, but it

is different than the regions of
other GHSA sports. After the
realignment, their toughest
opponents in the area are Decatur, Marist, and Woodward.
Mr. Smentek also said he
was thrilled that his team did
not have to travel as far as last
season or as far as other varsity sports do, who have to go
to schools like Jefferson and
Madison County.
As for how they will fare in
this new region? In the words
of Mr. Smentek, “We are always a threat to win.”
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Two students and one
teacher are asked a series
of random questions...

Say
What?!

Jack Whitley ‘17

Sofia Andino ‘19

Grizzly Gilbert

Chicken feet

Honeydew

Au gratin potatoes out of dad’s trash

A lot

Avogadro’s number

No, I would eat a woodchuck

Daenerys Targayen, Mother of
Dragons, Breaker of Chains, Lady
Regnant of the Seven Kingdoms

Justin Bieber

Lady from “Lady in the Tramp”

“Freebird”

What the heck, it’s only January?!

“Who Let the Dogs Out”

No comment

Stay hydrated

Hunt

Jerry Springer

Does it look like I watch talk shows

Sean Hannity

OLA Dabcats

I feel obligated to say St. John Neumann

Puppy Paws Paradise

What is your favorite
slogan/jingle?

“Chicken parm you taste so good”

“Arby’s. We have the meats.”

Sarah’s McLachlan’s song in the SPCA
commercial

what would you do if

Buy some head-shining products

Cry and then go buy a wig

Bite my owner

Joe Biden memes

When he walked his dog Bo. Bo is really
cute.

When Osama bin Laden was killed

What’s the weirdest food
you’ve ever eaten?
How much wood would
a woodchuck chuck?
who would be your
celebrity prom date?

your song pick of the year?
keep calm and...

Favorite talk show host?
Which St. Pius feeder school
is the best?

you woke up bald?
what is your favorite

Obama
Presidency?

moment from the

Breeze

way

Does Lightning McQueen
have car or life insurance?

“Are they not the same for a car?”
“Car Insurance”
-Aggie Brewster ‘20 -Lauren Hutson ‘18

“Life insurance...duh” “Car Insurance, For sure”
- sarah marshall ‘17 -Kasey Ketner ‘17

“Dental insurance”
- Josh Sullivan ‘18

“Both. He can afford it
because he’s rich.”
-Julia Clark ‘18

“Life insurance because in Lightning’s
universe there are no cars...there’s
only life. #CarsAreLife”
-Elizabeth Green, Sydney Kisala
and Tim McNulty ‘17

Banter

