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Juried Arts Exhibition showcases student creativity
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SPORTS

Senior Sarah Chin grabs a stool,
sits down at a table and begins working on her next concentration piece
for her art class. She is entering
some of her designs in the 12th annual Juried Arts Exhibition, which
will be held on Friday, February 19
at 7:00 pm. The free event is opensubmission for any students who
wish to have their work critiqued by
jurors, and pieces will be featured
throughout the night in the Young
Center, the fine arts wing and the
hallway outside the library.
This year’s show will also include members of other fine arts
programs. For example, a few of
the Pius Players will be door holders during the exhibition. “Unlike
the drama, music and dance departments,” visual arts teacher Ms.
Corinna Brannon said, “art doesn’t
have a performance. This show is
our way of having our time in the
sun.”
There will be first, second and
third place awards for each category, which include 3-D design,
mixed media, painting, 2-D design,
ceramics, drawing, printmaking
and photography. This year, Chin
will enter the drawing and painting
categories.
“My concentration theme is surreal portraits. I’ve always liked to
draw people’s faces and I really like
surreal art because it doesn’t have to
mean anything or it can mean whatever you want and it can be as weird

Highest academic honors
announced for Class of 2016
AUSTIN SCHLUETER
Staff Writer
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as you want it to be,” Chin said.
“An inspiration for my pieces is
artist Salvador Dali (he painted
the melting clocks “The Persistence of Memory”). So basically
I plan to make my pieces a portrait of someone with really cool
stuff going on around it.”
The exhibition was created
12 years ago when “we decided it
was time to honor and advertise
the pieces that art students do at
St. Pius,” Ms. Brannon said.
Ms. Brannon is very excited
for this year’s jurors, Whitney
Stansell and Jeannine Stanca,
and the show in general. “The
show is nice because it enables
students to have someone besides me look at their work and
give their input,” she said.
“Students should come to the
show because it’s really neat to
see the artistic talent that other
students at St. Pius have,” Chin
said. “It’s really inspirational and
wants to make you go home and
try to make something. I really
love to see the work of students
who are taking an art class for
the first time.”
“Art is an important part of
our lives,” Ms. Brannon continued. “It is great for other students to come to the show to support each other, and to support
art in our community. Art says
a lot about who we are. It opens
our eyes to different possibilities;
it presents a different way to see
the world.”

The entire school erupted in
thunderous cheers and applause last
month when the Dean of Academics
Mr. John Griffith announced Valedictorian Joey Jackson, Salutatorian Anna Jones and STAR Student
Maud Kelly.
Each award is based on academic
excellence with the valedictorian
and salutatorian awarded to the students with the highest and second
highest GPA among their class, and
STAR Student awarded to the senior who has the highest SAT score
and is in the top 10 percent of his
or her class.
Both Jackson and Jones have put
in long hours to achieve their goals,
and said they were honored to earn
this award. Jackson is in Guitar

Club, is on the Science Olympiad
Team, is a Eucharistic minister
and is a member of the National
Honor Society. In addition, he
runs cross country and track.
Outside of school, Jackson is an
Eagle Scout. He said he will most
likely be attending Georgia Tech
this upcoming fall.
“I mostly just want to thank
my class,” Jackson said. “If they
hadn’t been such amazing people to me and to each other, I
don’t think I would have had
the motivation to work as hard
and achieve what I did. I’m really honored to be their valedictorian.”
Jones is Vice President of the
National Honor Society, is CoPresident of the Latin Club, Seccontinued on pg. 5

Senior AP Studio Art student Sarah Chin will enter her acrylic
painting “Gypsy” in the Juried Arts Exhibition next Friday. Photo
courtesy of Sarah Chin

Grease lightning hits the
Young Center in March
KATHERINE KLINGER
Editor-in-Chief

While it might not be on a
summer night, the Pius Players 2016 rendition of “Grease”
will be the one you want. The
spring musicals are typically
some of the most popular
shows at St. Pius X, so you better shape up if you want tickets.
With a beauty school dropout,
a rock n’ roll party queen and
a group born to hand jive, fun
is bound to ensue. Running
March 2 through 6, this performance will leave you hopelessly
devoted to “Grease.”
Most people know this popular musical and movie, but
here’s a refresher for those of
you who need it. The classic
story starts during the summer
when the two main love interests, Sandy and Danny, meet
and fall in love. Unfortunately,
Sandy has to head back to her
hometown in Australia. With
heavy hearts, she and Danny
part ways for what they think
is forever.
By fate or coincidence, Sandy’s family changes their plans,
and she ends up at the same
high school as Danny. With

Sandy now in the Pink Ladies
and Danny as the leader of
the T-Birds they are bound to
meet again, but can they revive
their summer love?
This upbeat and romantic
story will provide excitement
for all. Drama Director Ms.
Bonnie Spark attributed the
optimistic tone to the time
period, explaining, “the 50’s
were more of an non-stressful,
all-out fun time with athletics
and arts. Clothes were fun and
sockhops were terrific.”
John Travolta and Olivia
Newton-John originally played
the characters of Sandy and
Danny in the 1971 movie.
While these are some pretty big
shoes to fill, Ms. Spark is confident in her actors and actresses. “The kids are all goofy and
funny. They will do justice to
the characters,” Ms. Spark said.
Even though this story is
well known, Ms. Spark is also
confident that the Pius Players
can transform this “into their
own show.” Senior Carolann
Stout plans to do this through
her character, Sandy. “Characterization is an ongoing procontinued on pg. 4
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What We Think... Patriotism: What does it really mean?
What does it mean to be a
patriot? No, I don’t mean a
football player. What does it
mean to be an American patriot? To be that person bleeding
red, white and blue. To be the
person that genuinely cares
about the fate of their country.
There are some drastically differing opinions on what it really means to be a patriot of the
United States of America.
Some say patriotism only
takes flying the flag, reciting the pledge and every now
and then saying, “Yeah, I love
America” and that’s that. No
other steps are taken to help
the country in which they live.
Others say it only takes saying the Pledge of Allegiance,
singing “God Bless America,”
shouting “USA!” at the top
of their lungs or only giving
thanks to the armed forces on
Veterans Day, Armed Forces
Day, Memorial Day, and 9/11.
As a proud American patriot, I’m here to tell you that pa-

triotism is much, much more.
Patriotism is a sense of loyalty, not to any one government
or building (in our case the
White House), but an unyielding desire and drive to actually
do something for the country.
As a patriot, I feel no obligation to be loyal to the president
or politicians; I am loyal to my
family and to my country, not
the soil, not the trees nor the
roads, but to what the United
States stands for: freedom, liberty and democracy.
True patriots would also
defend their home country
without questioning why because they feel so loyal to their
home and way of life and know
without a doubt that it’s worth
defending..
Sophomore Tommy Fechalos has his own ideas of what it
means to be a patriot.
“To me being a patriot is
more than remembering the
men and women who won
and preserve this nation’s free-

dom,” Fechalos said. “A patriot
is someone who is both ready
and willing to protect his/her
nation and the people of his/
her homeland. It does not
matter who you are or where
you’re from, anyone who fights
for freedom, peace, and the
safety of their nation is a true
patriot.”
Social Studies teacher Mr.
Gary Turner is also a passionate patriot.
“To me, a patriot is someone who is loyal to the constitution,” Mr. Turner said. “It’s
someone who loves the country, the people and their traditions and is well educated on
the constitution and the country’s history. Most importantly,
a patriot is someone who loves
the country as it is and not
what they think it should be.”
True patriotism isn’t simply wearing the American flag
around your shoulders or on
a t-shirt. It isn’t grilling up a
storm on Memorial Day or the

4th of July with Bruce Springsteen playing in the background. Patriotism isn’t saying
thank you only on certain days
like 9/11.
Patriotism is being truly
grateful to our troops who
are fighting and dying while
protecting our constitutional
rights and freedom we’ve already fought so hard to keep.
Patriotism is loving one’s country so much that they are willing to do whatever it takes to
defend it, be it Iraq, the United States, China, Australia or
Spain. Patriotism is being loyal
to one’s country, not a dictator,
president, emperor or prime
minister.
Being a true patriot isn’t
necessarily easy, and millions
of brave men and women have
paid the price to keep our patriotism alive and thriving,
but ask anyone who considers
themselves a genuine patriot
and they’ll say without a second
thought, “It’d be worth it.”

The real final frontier
Why ocean exploration is more urgent than any space odyssey

Imagine living
in a big
house on
a gigantic
lot — but
you don’t
really know
JUSTIN JANUARY
what’s
in
Editor-in-Chief
your backyard. Better yet, imagine having explored only a few feet of
your yard, just enough to see
the grass and the little chipmunks. Say, less than five percent of it.
That’s how much of the
ocean we’ve explored. Less
than five percent. To scale,
that’s about 10 feet of a 164foot olympic sized swimming
pool. We’ve discovered less
than 300,000 species of animal
in our oceans although it makes
up the vast majority of our
planet.
So what gives? Why aren’t
we paddling away in nature’s
swimming pool? Well, because
space exploration gets more
funding than its oceanic counterpart. And, to me (and plenty
of others), that’s pretty stupid.
“The ocean is such a large
part of our earth, and I feel like
we should be more aware of
what we're living with,” senior
Sarah Frost said.
And why wouldn’t we be?
Frost couldn’t help but wonder
why funding for ocean explora-

tion was so skewed.
It turns out that there are actually a couple decent reasons.
Although we should be plunging into our waters, aquatic exploration can be more boring
than watching paint dry. A
According to subsea hydraulic engineer Ryan Carlyle, “The
vast majority of the seafloor
once you get about 50 miles
offshore is barren, featureless
mud.” In space, however, an
astronaut can see for miles and
miles.
Plus, ocean research costs
a lot. Spending millions just
to look at dirt doesn’t seem
like such an incentive to many
oceanographers.
But for senior Thomas
Moore, there are many more
pros than cons. “I feel like exploring it more can answer
some questions and open the
door to life changing research,”
he said.
Like Moore, advocates for
ocean exploration cite “life
changing research” frequently
in their arguments. Not life
changing as in “super cool,”
but life changing as in “cure for
cancer.”
“We read articles all the
time in Marine Biology on the
discoveries they find every day
in the ocean,” he went on. “One
article we read explained how
some marine organisms can
have cancer preventing capabil-

ities, and I think we should put
more time and effort into research that can potentially save
lives and save the environment
rather than putting billions of
dollars into space exploration.”
Aside from finding new critters to examine and mapping
out the ocean floor, ocean exploration has a ton of great implications.
First, oceanic research is
cancer research (and research
for any other disease, for that
matter). By studying the genetic and chemical makeup of
organisms, we can, in layman’s
terms, apply that knowledge to
our own biological needs.
Second, the solution to climate change, if nowhere else,
lies in our waters. The ocean
has a clever way of regulating
the sudden changes in its environment, and we should start
taking notes.
And third, food! Lots of it!
I am by no means an advocate
for whaling and the killing of
sharks, but, let’s face it, we are
running out of grub.
We don’t feel the true
weight of this problem here in
America, but many poor countries are scrambling to sustain
for their people. We shouldn’t
go overboard with this, but we
should use the ocean to nourish
our global community.
While it is pretty cool that
we could colonize Mars within

the next century or two, it’s also
sad that this is even an option
on the table. Are we humans so
irresponsible that we need another planet to ruin? How did
we even get to this point?
It’s because we spend too
much time dumping sludge
and other pollutants into the
ocean rather than studying it.
We need to cut back on our ignorance — the ocean is, after
all, our own backyard. We need
to start funding and advocating
the exploration of our oceans.
“We are talking minutes
and hours versus light years,”
senior Keiley James said. “The
ocean is so accessible and close,
while the nearest lifeform in
space could be millions or billions of light years away. Why
not explore the entirety of our
own backyard before exploring
the vast nothingness, as far as
life is concerned, that is space?”
This isn’t a matter of interest or healthy debate. This is a
matter of common sense. Sorry
to the aspiring astronomers or
astronauts out there, but space
travel is close to useless.
Yes, the universe is a mesmerizing place, but the cures
for debilitating diseases, solutions for climate change, and
solutions for sustainability issues are not on the moon.
Space is a marvel in of itself,
but there’s no question that the
ocean is the real final frontier.
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Hello, how are you? Absolutely terrible.
You’re
standing
by yourself
with thousands
of
other fans.
Y o u ’ v e
been alone
for
quite
CHRIS MCNULTY
some
time
Staff Writer
now, and
by alone, I mean single. You
want to dance but you can’t get
yourself out of the fetal position.
Fans around you wonder
why their shoes are wet. Little
do they know it’s your waterworks flooding from your eyes
that have created puddles in the
arena.
They now wonder why
you’re rolling in the deep
depths of your tear pond. In
fact, as you enter the arena they
hand out shirts that read “Still
Single,” “Still Crying,” and
“Still Clingy”.
No, you didn’t just watch
your dog get flattened by a Ram
truck and you’re not at a funeral, but reminiscing about your

ex-boyfriend is quite appropriate. Instead, you’re at an emotional intervention of sorts, but
rather than encouraging you to
feel better, you feel worse. Indeed, rumor has it, you’re at an
Adele concert.
If this event of a lifetime
sounds morbid and depressing,
well, parts of it will be, but by
the end of the night you’ll think
that this was the best/worst concert you’ve ever been to.
Adele’s got quite a powerful
set of pipes, so powerful that
you can simultaneously enjoy
her music and suffer some serious emotional setbacks that
may or may not be psychologically damaging all at the same
time.
One British lady, with a
haunting voice can make you
think about every bad thing
that has ever happened to you.
The power of music, right?
Yes, you could have just put
on an Adele playlist, had a jam
sesh and said “forget you” to all
of your exes. You could have
eaten all of the ice cream imaginable while watching a mara-

thon of Nicholas Sparks movies
and listening to Adele in the
background. But why would
you do that when you could pay
a substantial amount of money
to actually go to a venue and
show the public all your tears?
Forking over $150 to stand
alongside tens of thousands of
sad saps just like you while reminiscing over that one time you
and you ex ordered one milkshake with two straws at Johnny
Rockets.
The VIP passes are an even
better bargain. The VIP package includes a box of Kleenex
tissues, a broken frame (no, not
the one you threw at your ex
in a fit of rage), your choice of
dark nail polish, and a $10 gift
card to Ben and Jerry’s so you
can go home and drown your
sorrows in a tub of Cherry Garcia flavored ice cream (even I
know that won’t suffice).
You can also easily access
restrooms to clean up the mascara that was running down
your face all night, honestly
why even bother? You’re just
going to start crying again be-

Senior Chris McNulty dreams about who he and Adele
used to be at the iHeart Radio Music Awards. Photo
courtesy of Chris McNulty’s imagination.
cause although all the songs
sound the same, they are different, believe it or not.
But you knew that. You
bought the ticket and you’ve
had the date circled with a heart
for months. How can a concert
hurt so much yet feel so good at
the same time?
The next morning isn’t any
different and the aftermath of
last night is overwhelming. You
take 30 minutes to roll out of
bed as your emotional hang-

over clings to you like the last
memory of your ex letting you
down gently. You drag yourself
to your car to drive to go about
your daily routine; the routine
that you gravely loathe.
The first song that comes on
shuffle is “Hello.” Of course it
does.
Sorry Adele, our love ain’t
water under the bridge because
all the tears have fallen from
faces onto the floor at your concert.

Everyone loves a
good jam
sesh
every
now
and then,
right? Unfortunately,
MAX LONG
we’re
is
Staff Writer
only limited
to the songs in their iTunes library, or they are at the mercy
of the randomness of ads on
Pandora or Spotify free. Unless
of course, they have paid for
Spotify premium, arguably one
of the greatest inventions since
sliced bread.
I myself use Spotify premium, as do most of my friends.
I recently made the switch after
receiving countless emails of an
offer too good to pass up. $0.99
for the first 3 months of Premium sounded too good to be
true, but it was another one of
Spotify’s genius marketing techniques. Premium is typically
$9.99 a month, so I decided to
finally pull the trigger.
The monthly cost for Spotify
far outweighs paying by song
on iTunes. On Spotify, you can
listen to any song immediately,
but on iTunes, you have to wait
several minutes to let the song
download. Last year alone, I listened to 1,099 different songs
on Spotify, which would equate
to $1,417.71 total on iTunes.

Discount or not, $9.99 a
month for unlimited music is
quite a deal. iTunes forces you
to pay $1.29 per song, and the
costs can really add up over
time. Not to mention, iTunes
keeps adding updates that take
hours to download and make
the Store increasingly difficult to navigate. Some people
choose to download their music over the internet which can
have poor sound quality or
even cause viruses, but Spotify
has crystal clear sound quality
for every song, eliminating the
worry of a poor product.
Spotify has millions of songs
at your fingertips, and premium gives unlimited access to
those tracks, something iTunes
can’t offer. Out of 20 students
questioned, 16 of them used
Spotify Premium. Senior Nicky
Williamson said, “Not gonna
lie, I actually don’t pay for my
Premium. I share an account
with Lawson Cooper and a
few other friends. It works out
great most of the time because
we’re able to collaborate to
make some fire playlists without even meaning to.”
Another awesome feature
on Spotify is the ability to follow your friends and favorite
musicians. Users can make
their playlists public, so there
are millions of playlists availcontinued on pg. 5

Imagine someone handing you the
key to a record store
that carries
all of your
TAYLOR CORLEY
favorite alStaff Writer
bums and
saying, “Here, go crazy.”
That’s basically what music streaming companies are
doing today. Apps such as
Spotify and Apple Music are
giving listeners access to over
30 million free songs that can
be played almost anytime on
phones, tablets or computers.
This is obviously every music
lover's dream right? Wrong.
Yes, streaming today’s top
hits instantly to your devices
does have its perks, but stop
and think before hitting that
“OK” button and joining Apple Music or becoming a Spotify Premium member, both for
$9.99 a month.
That’s about $120 a year.
For that price, you could buy
over 92 iTunes songs and keep
them permanently in your music library. Let me tell you, that
year will run out quicker than
a non-members number of free
skips, and when it does, those
30 million songs are going
with it. Unless you renew your
membership of course, and at

this point you’re almost obligated to because after 365 days
of unlimited music, it’s cruel to
your years to suddenly pull the
plug on this first-world luxury.
Streaming music is just a
way of saying you are renting
access to albums and individual
tracks. Call me old fashioned,
but there’s still something so
satisfying about watching the
little square next to the song
title going from “$1.29” to
“Play,” and I would rather buy
a song than stream it.
When switching over from
downloading to streaming, you
have to be willing to part with
ownership of your favorite singles.
“I like streaming music
with Spotify because it’s free,”
said sophomore Katie Anne
Graves. “Plus, Spotify has a bigger selection than my Apple library.”
I’m sure only 90’s kids remember, but there used to be
a time when everyone owned
actual CD’s. To me, there was
nothing like tearing off the plastic covering, flipping through
the booklet that was tucked in
the front cover, and then displaying the album proudly on
a shelf after listening to it for 3
weeks on repeat in the car.
How did we ever go from
buying an entire hard copy
album to barely being able to

purchase just one song from it?
Listeners who rely on
streaming for their music also
need a Wi-Fi connection in order to play their favorite songs,
and those connections are not
available everywhere. Music
that is yours to own and control
however, can be played under
any circumstances without a
data connection.
Not only is buying music
more convenient for the listener, it’s also more respectful
towards the artist. Taylor Swift
has kept no secrets about her
issues with Spotify in the past
and even called it “just an experiment.”
“I'm not willing to contribute my life's work to an
experiment that I don't feel
fairly compensates the writers,
producers, artists and creators
of this music,” said Swift. “And
I just don't agree with perpetuating the perception that music has no value and should be
free.”
So next time you plug in
your headphones, open up
Spotify and listen to your playlist, think about all the songs
you’re borrowing. They could
be yours, but because the idea
of “free” music is too intriguing to pass up, you choose the
easier, cheaper option for the
short term but in the long run,
it’s better to buy your music.

Is it better to borrow or buy your digital music?
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Student-led Domini Sumus retreat
provides ‘eye-opening’ experience

Spring musical

RILEY LUCKMANN
Staff Writer

cess, so each time I go through
the show, I try to find little facets of her personality that will
eventually make up a Sandy
that is completely unique to
me,” she explained.
Since this is the school edition of the musical, some of
the more risque plot points
have been removed. Ms. Spark
is also changing a few things
from the original version. Senior Julian Mancini, playing
the character of Kenickie, explained, “We’re adding in a
few of the movie’s songs, but a
lot has changed,” and he urges
the audience to “come in with
an open mind!”
While the show only runs
for five nights, months of work
go into the spring musical. Junior Haley Shaw, who plays

Wake up, go to school, practice a sport, complete homework,
go to bed. This is an average student’s day at St. Pius X. Is there
ever time to slow down and focus
on what really matters?
The answer is yes, thanks to
Campus Ministry and a dedicated group of upperclassmen who
organized the second annual Domini Sumus retreat.
Held February 5-7 at Lifeteen
Camp in Covecrest, GA, the retreat offered students the chance
to, “get away from phones and
the craziness of everyday life,”
junior Sarah Marshall said.
Six juniors and 11 seniors
led the retreat, including senior
Claire Paulino.
“Leading the retreat was really special to me because I got
to share my faith with the underclassmen,” Paulino said. “It was
incredible to see everyone freely
expressing their faith and not
being afraid to share it with one
another.”
While on the retreat, students “talked about the ups and
downs in their faith, ate together
and participated in activities
as groups,” sophomore Joseph
Manzo said. Manzo’s goal was to
create a stronger bond with his
friends and a lasting relationship

with God, and he
described the experience as “eyeopening.”
Marshall appreciated the fact that
there was a place
for teenagers to
come together to
share their faith.
“I really like
how the retreat is
student-led,” Marshall said. “It gives
everyone a chance Sophomores Brennan Quinn and Brian Onuto talk about their orah and senior Claire Paulino stand outside
faith with people St. Mary’s Chapel at Camp Covecrest. Photo
their same age courtesy of Brennan Quinn
and who are going
also attended the retreat and
through similar things in life.”
In addition to Director of said he enjoyed being able to
Campus Ministry Ms. Gayle spend quality time with Mother
Ohrenberger and Chaplain Fr. Nature. “I always feel that I am
Michael, several St. Pius teachers closest to God when I am outalso helped chaperone retreat, doors,” Mr. Greenlee said. He
including theology teacher Ms. also said that he grows closer
Melissa Ginther. She explained to God “whether it’s hiking in
why the retreat was based off of the woods or experiencing unour school’s motto “Domini Su- spoiled natural beauty or a mamus,” which means, “We are the jestic view.”
No matter what students
Lord’s.”
“Domini Sumus is at the had going on in their lives, Ms.
heart of the retreat,” Ms. Gin- Ginther explained, the Domini
ther said. “It becomes a defini- Sumus retreat was an excuse to
tive statement that we are able to slow down and “grow in both
proclaim with greater certainty.” fellowship with their peers and
Business and computer sci- deeper love for Christ and his
ence teacher Mr. Jim Greenlee church.”

(continued from pg. 1)

Frenchy, said, “we basically go
over scenes over and over until
the staging is just right.”
Sophomore Nigel Sapp is
looking forward to opening
night because he recognizes
all that goes into the process.
Sapp said, “[Opening night]
is the culmination of several
months’ work, and it tends to
be exciting and rewarding.”
As an added bonus, the musical will also feature several
football players, some of whom
have never performed on stage
before.
Tickets go on sale Monday,
February 22 in the cafeteria,
and Ms. Spark promises audiences that “our seniors, actors
and athletes combined will delight our St. Pius audiences!”
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Cruz, Clinton take Iowa
Rubio gains momentum; Sanders a close second
AUSTIN SCHLUETER
Staff Writer

Ted Cruz trumped the
Trump and Hillary Clinton narrowly defeated Bernie Sanders
in the Iowa Caucuses on February 1. Like Donald Trump, Cruz
has been gaining momentum in
the past few months.
Both candidates have declared themselves political outsiders and repeatedly criticize
their own party’s “establishment,” referring to elite career
politicians who are influenced by
campaign donations by interest
groups and large corporations.
Governor Mike Huckabee
dropped out of the race for the
Republican nomination after
only generating 1.8 percent of
the votes in that state. Similarly,
Rand Paul and Rick Santorum
ended their long-shot bids for
the presidency.
However, Marco Rubio fared
much better than expected, finishing third, just behind Donald

Trump. “I was most surprised
about Marco Rubio’s performance,” said Junior Bennett
Hardee. “I think he ended up
stealing a lot of Trump’s votes
and setting himself up as the establishment candidate.”
On the Democratic front,
Hillary Clinton squeaked by
Bernie Sanders in the closest
Iowa Democratic Caucus in history.
While the results were expected to be close, they were not
expected to be razor thin, Clinton won with 49.9 percent of the
vote, with Sanders close behind
at 49.6 percent, indicating that
for the next few months, it will
be neck and neck between the
two of them.
The third candidate for the
Democratic nomination, Martin
O’Malley, dropped out of the
race the night of the caucus after only getting 0.6 percent of
the vote, leaving the race to just
Clinton and Sanders. “I think

Bernie will fare very well in the
future against Hillary because
all his efforts are focused on the
people of our country.” said senior Olivia Coles.
Iowa is a testing ground for
candidates, where presidential
hopefuls will either predictably
or in this case, unpredictably,
do well or do poorly and subsequently drop out.
“Iowa is about beating expectations. If people expect
you to win or win by a lot, and
you don’t, then people begin to
question your candidacy,” Social
Studies teacher Mr. Sean Hiland
said. “That’s why Rubio, who
came in third, is a bigger winner than Trump, who came in
second.”
Primary elections and caucuses will continue for the next
several months. Georgia will
hold their primary on March
1 along with approximately 12
other states, also known as “Super Tuesday.”

Taiwan elects first female president
ALEX BOSHERS
Staff Writer

Taiwan elected its first female president on January 16,
2016. Tsai Ing-wen, 59, led the
Democratic Progressive Party
in Taiwan before her election.
As well as being the first female
president, Ms. Ing-wen is also
the second-ever elected member of the Democratic party.
Ending the status quo of
the Taiwanese Nationalist
party, concerns arise about the
democratic country’s relationship with China. The Democratic Progressive Party (DPP)
of which Tsai Ing-wen was the
head, has long been associated
with the Taiwanese independence movement.

In the face of Chinese influence, Ms. Ing-wen emphasized
the democratic values of her
country. “Our democratic way
of life is forever the resolve of
Taiwan's 23 million people,"
she said. However, she proceeded to highlight the tension between China and Taiwan, hoping to find a mutual
respect for the two countries to
work with.
Still, the Chinese government remains wary of any independence movements.
“China won't negotiate for
independence,” social studies teacher Mr. Hiland said.
“They won't see it as an acceptable outcome.”
Yet the democratic elec-

Tsai Ing-wen celebrates her victory for the Democratic Progressive
Party last month in Taipei. Ing-wen, the first female ever elected
president in Taiwan, won with 56.1% of the vote and will officially
take office March 20. Photo courtesy of npr.org

tion of a female president does
pose a threat to China’s institutionalized values.
Tsai Ing-wen could serve
as a “visible example to the
Chinese Communist Party
that women have a place in
the political process,” said social studies teacher Ms. Kristin
Kramer. Even more so, she
could be an “example to the
1/2 billion women in China
that daughters are just as valuable as sons,” Kramer continued
Should a Taiwanese claim
of independence further alienate the Chinese government,
“China has always said they'd
invade before they'd let Taiwan get full independence,”
Mr. Hiland said.
China and Taiwan have
been governing the mainland
and island separately since the
Communist victory in 1949.
The stark contrast between
China’s one-party state and
Taiwan’s democracy has led
each to claim sovereignty over
both the mainland and island,
but neither recognizes the other’s legitimacy.
Ms. Ing-wen won the election with 56.1% of the votes.
After her election voters took
their support to the streets,
celebrating their Taiwanese
identity with Democratic party
banners and cheering. President Ma Ying-jeou will cede
his position to Tsai Ing-wen
on March 20.

STAR Student Maud Kelly smiles with her STAR Teacher, Ms.
Melissa Beam who now teaches at Cristo Rey, and Principal
Steve Spellman. Staff photo.

Academic honors
(Continued from pg. 1)

retary of the Art Association
and a student tutor at the writing center. She is also involved
with the Pius Players and will
perform in the spring musical
“Grease” next month.
Jones was accepted to the
University of Georgia and
Georgia Tech but is still undecided where she will attend.
“I would have to thank my
amazing teachers over the years
and to my friends who have always been so supportive,” Jones
said. “I would also thank my
parents for raising me with a
strong work ethic and the drive
to do everything to the best of
my abilities.”
STAR Student Maud Kelly is
Student Council Co-President
and runs cross country. She
selected former St. Pius science
teacher Ms. Melissa Beam as

her STAR Teacher. When Kelly
had to select a teacher who has
helped her the most throughout her academic career, the
choice was easy. Even though
Ms. Beam left to teach at Cristo
Rey High School at the end of
last school year, Kelly knew she
wanted her as her STAR teacher. “She is a wonderful beautiful land-mermaid and taught
me a lot about chemistry,” Kelly
said about Ms. Beam.
When asked to reflect on
her time at St. Pius, Kelly said,
“I’m thankful for four good
years here and I’m glad that
I’ve met so many wonderful
people.”
Jackson and Jones will give
speeches at graduation in May,
and all three students represent
the best and brightest scholars
among the Class of 2016.

Stream or buy
digital music?
(Continued from pg. 3)

able. You can see what your
friends are listening to, sparking interesting discussions and
possibly even discovering new
musicians together. Also, music is released on Spotify at the
same time as it is on iTunes,
and you don’t have to pay anything extra to listen to the new
album. There is even a feature
to get notifications when artists
post new tracks.
Junior Grant Summers
said, “Premium is worth every
penny. I don’t have to listen to
those pesky ads when I’m trying to bump some Future in
the car. Not to mention when

I’m doing homework I can listen to whatever I want, whenever I want.”
Paying a monthly charge for
music is both economical and
convenient. With this option
available, it doesn’t make sense
to pay on a per song basis. The
artists still get the same amount
of money from Spotify, if not
more. Lesser known artists
have the chance to get discovered thanks to Spotify’s discover feature and other pre-made
playlists. The listener gets to
listen to all the music one could
possibly desire, and then some,
all without ads!
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The
Design

The
Statue
The statue is made by R.S. Owens
and Company, a Chicago-based
awards manufacturer used by the
Academy since 1892

2,947
The number of awards
presented at the Oscars
each year

The Red
Carpet

The design of the statue is a figure
of a knight holding a crusader’s
sword standing on a reel of film
with 5 spokes representing the 5
original branches of the Academy
(actors, directors, producers,
technicians & writers)

The red carpet
at the Kodak
Theatre is
about 500 feet
long and 33
feet wide

8.5
lbs.
The weight of the Oscar
statue. It also stands
13.5 inches tall.
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Best Picture Nominees
The Big Short
Summary: Four men who work in the world of highfinance investments predict the fall of the housing market
in the mid-2000s. They then challenge the banks of
America to prove their greed and lack of foresight, and
they attempt to make a profit on the banks’ failure.

The Martian
Summary: An astronaut, played by Matt Damon, gets
trapped in a dust storm and left by his crew on Mars.
He must learn to survive on his own in a desolate land
where nothing grows and wait for NASA to attempt to
bring him home.

Bridge of Spies
Summary: Americans and Soviets must work together
during the Cold War to release an American pilot captured by the Soviets in exchange for a Soviet spy held
in the United States. Tom Hanks plays a lawyer who is
involved in the negotiation to bring the pilot home and
send the spy back to Russia.

Brooklyn
Summary: A woman who moves to America from Ireland falls in love with an Italian boy named Tony. When
trouble brings her back to Ireland, she must choose
between the two places.

The Revenant

Room

Summary: An American frontiersman, played by Leonardo DiCaprio, is attacked by a bear and eventually left
by his companions who are tired of caring for him. He
must use his anger and bravery to make it back to the
camp and make his companions pay for what they did
to him.

Summary: Brie Larson and Jack Tremblay play Joy
and Jack, a mother and son with an incredible bond.
After being trapped in a shed (which they named Room)
for years by Joy’s abductor, they escape, and Joy and
Jack must learn how to live outside of Room.

Mad Max: Fury Road
Summary: An apocalyptic film set in the farthest, most deserted area of our world.
Humans fight crazily for the necessities of life. Two rebels, played by Tom Hardy and
Charlize Theron, attempt to restore order to this hopelessly enraged society.

Spotlight
Summary: A group of journalists from the Boston Globe attempt to uncover the truth
behind a massive child-molestation scandal committed by the local Catholic Archdiocese and the lawyers who did nothing to stop it.
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Upcoming
Events
Feb. 12: No school
for students
Feb. 15: Presidents’
Day; No school
Feb. 19: 8:40 am
Late Start; Fine Arts
Assembly; Juried
Arts Exhibition @
7 pm

TRACKS

LION

Feb. 20: Saturday School
@ 8 am; Pride Leader
Workshop, 10 am-1 pm
Feb. 25: Pride Leader
Meeting @ 7:15 am
Feb. 26: 8:40 am Late
Start; Black History Month
Presentation
Feb. 29: Leap Day!
March 3-6: Spring Musical
“Grease” @ 7 pm, 2 pm on
3/6
March 4: 8:40 am Late Start;
NHS Meeting @ 7:15 am in
library
March 5: SAT’s @ St. Pius @
7:30 am; Alumni Association
5K @ 8 am
March 9: Lenten Penance
Service
March 10: Pride Leader
Meeting @ 7:15 am
March 11: 8:40 am Late
Start, XL Assembly; Rock the
Mission Concert 4 pm-7 pm
March 12: Lion Leader
Training 9:30 am-3:30 pm
March 13: Daylight Savings
Time Starts
March 14: Summer Uniform
Begins
March 16-19: Spring Dance
Concert @ 7 pm
March 22: Pride Leader
Meeting @ 7:15 am
March 23: No School,
Archbishop’s Day Off
March 24: No School, Holy
Thursday
March 25: No School, Good
Friday
March 27: Easter Sunday!

Mission trip students prepare
for experience of a lifetime
SOPHIE BURNETT
Staff Writer

We all love to hear the
sweet stories and see the cute
pictures from the annual
spring break mission trips
to Jamaica and Nicaragua.
When our classmates return
home, they gush about
what a truly life changing
experience the trip was and
how they want to go back.
But this trip of a lifetime
doesn’t just happen with the
snap of a finger, and if we
rewind a few months to the
beginning of the school year,
we discover the massive
amount of preparation for
each trip that usually goes
unnoticed.
Going all the way back
to early September, the
mission trip students and
teachers meet about once
a month to discuss details
of their upcoming mission
work. One of the first things
they tackle is getting to know
each other and learning
everyone’s strengths and
weaknesses.
They also spend a
great deal of time learning
about the Mustard Seed
Communities in Nicaragua
and Jamaica that they’ll be
visiting. Each community

is home to children and
adults
with
disabilities,
including cerebral palsy,
Down
syndrome
and
autism.
In
preparation
for their mission work,
the mission teams learn
more information about
the different disabilities
they’ll come in contact with,
cultural differences and
basic sign language.
According to Director of
Campus Ministry Ms. Gayle
Ohrenberger, who is a leader
on the Nicaragua mission
trip, the most important
lesson the students learn
in their weekly meetings
is to see beyond the kids’
handicaps and interact with
them just as they would their
own friends and family.
They also discuss practical
information such as what
to pack, the kind of food
they’ll be eating, what to
expect when going through
customs at the airport, the
different types of manual
labor they will do and what
items each student will bring
for the kids at Mustard Seed,
such as diapers, shampoo,
socks and toothpaste.
Another large aspect of
preparation is fundraising.
Since Mustard Seed is a
nonprofit organization, each

student must raise $1,000 to
contribute. Ms. Ohrenberger
helps
coordinate
three
different opportunities for
the students to raise money:
a letter writing campaign
in which they write to
family and friends seeking
monetary donations; Rock
the Mission, a concert
featuring
students
and
faculty; and a spaghetti
dinner before a home
football game for the entire
school community.
“Rock the Mission and
the spaghetti dinner are
great ways for more teachers
and students to hear about
the trips and contribute
to the cause,” said junior
Emma McGahan who will be
a part of the Jamaica mission
trip this year

There is a lot of
preparation and work that
goes into the mission trips
each year to make it a lifechanging, joyful experience
for the kids and the
students. “All of the students
going are super excited to
be a part of the mission trips
this year” said junior Ana
Lavandero, who is going on
the Nicaragua trip.
Amidst all the excitement
and preparation that is
going on right now, Ms.
Ohrenberger
offered
a
perspective
that
every
student who has ever been
on a mission trip has shared:
“We think that by going on
the trips we are changing
their lives, but they are
really changing ours.”

features
Golden Lines

February 11, 2016

9

Ms. Johnson guides students ‘back to the beginning’
SARAH VAN DUSER
Staff Writer

When you walk past theology teacher Ms. Theresa Johnson’s classroom on Thursday
afternoons and see students
talking and laughing, it may
look like a typical club meeting, but in actuality the group
is lined two-by-two to get on
Noah’s Ark... Figuratively, of
course.
These students are members of the Walk Thru the Old

Testament Club, which meets
five times each semester. The
spring session will begin on
Thursday, February 11 and
run through March 10.
Students not only learn
about the Old Testament with
Ms. Johnson but also receive
all five works of mercy if they
attend each hour-long meeting.
Due to her stroke in 2011,
Ms. Johnson thought that
starting the club would be a

She’s a dancing queen,
having the time of her life
TAYLOR CORLEY
Staff Writer

Have you ever wanted to
be a dancer? Maybe you have
seen a St. Pius X dance concert and thought about signing up for classes next year. Or
maybe you’ve just seen videos
on Twitter of people crushing
the dab and it has somewhat
inspired you. Either way, you
have got to know what it takes
to be a dancer, and sophomore
Kierra Williams can tell you
just that.
You’ve probably seen her
killing a dance team routine
at the Friday night basketball games. She’s the one who
lands that side aerial you wish
you could do every single time
and then hits five or six clean
turns in a row. But all that perfection doesn’t come without
practice. “Dance takes dedication. You have to be willing to
work at it both schedule wise
and skill wise,” Williams said.
Williams is also a member
of the St. Pius Dance Company, which means she has a class
every day during school, as
well as rehearsals Wednesday
afternoon until 4:00. As if she
wasn’t busy enough, she also
takes classes at Atlanta Ballet
on Monday and Wednesday
nights, has dance team practice on Tuesday and Thursday
afternoons and performs at
the basketball games on Friday
nights.
“My time basically consists
of all dance all the time,” Williams said. “When I’m not in
an actual dance class, I find
myself dancing anywhere.
I even dance in the grocery
store.”
Williams emphasized that
one of the biggest challenges of
being a serious dance in high
school is time management.
She has to manage a social life,
going to her brother’s basketball games, and classes, both
school and dance. “It’s a lot
of hard work and late nights,”
Williams explained. “I do my

homework anywhere and anytime I can, especially in the
car.”
But all the effort is worth it
in the end. “I absolutely love
performing,” Williams said. “I
love to entertain people and
express my emotions through
dance.”
Before a big show, Williams likes to eat--but never in
her costume--stretch, listen to
music, and “pray that I don’t
fall on my butt.” She performs
and studies all styles of dance
but her favorite is tap. “I performed a tap routine in my
middle school talent show,”
said Williams. “It was the first
dance I was known for and
that’s when people started recognizing me as a dancer.”
Ballet is another one of Williams’ favorites. “If you can do
ballet you can do anything else,
and that’s why I like to keep up
my skill with classes at Atlanta
ballet,” Williams said. But
along with maintaining skill,
she also explained that dance
helps you to stay in shape.
A dancer has to constantly
stretch, exercise, maintain a
healthy diet, and attempt to
remain injury free for as long
as possible. “I definitely consider dance a sport, especially
competition dancers,” Williams said. “Dancers put in just
as much training as other athletes and we get just as many
injuries.”
And she hopes to fix those
injuries someday. When she’s
older, Williams wants to be a
physical therapist who specializes in treating dancers. She
also plans to teach and choreograph. “Dance is all I’ve ever
done and I cannot imagine my
life without it,” expressed Williams.
Whether you want to start
dancing seriously or just go to
a couple Zumba classes here
and there “everyone should
take dance because it’s fun!”
Williams exclaimed. “It’s not
as intimidating as you think.”

good way to “practice my skills
with small groups, to gain in
strength and stamina and to
offer students a way to fulfill
their works of mercy for that
school year.”
The 14 participants in the
fall 2016 session covered the
storyline, setting and structure of the 46 books in the Old
Testament through the use of
hand signs, puns, stories and
cartoons.
A typical meeting starts after the students sign-in and
grab a small snack. “In the first
session, I presented the worldwide impact of Walk Thru the
Bible ministries,” Ms. Johnson said. “In each successive
session, we reviewed what we
learned the week before and
build on it.” At the end of the
five sessions, students wrote a

brief evaluation and returned
their materials.
Many participants benefitted in their own way. Sophomore Ansley Reese enjoyed
“getting to be more familiar
with the Old Testament and
the other people in my class.”
Similarly, sophomore Brennan
Quinn was fond of “spending
time with friends and learning about God.” For sophomore Tommy King, “The
hand movements made it
easier to retain information we
learned,” he said with a smile.
Each participant had their
own reason for joining. Reese
said she wanted to gain more
knowledge in the subject. “I
felt like I didn’t know enough
about the Old Testament and I
wanted to learn about it from a
teacher,” she said. “It also re-

inforced the material taught in
our Hebrew Scriptures class.”
Sophomore Taylor Bruce
was striving for straight A’s
and “thought it would help me
remember the Old Testament
for my Hebrew Scriptures
class.”
According to Ms. Johnson,
“The seminar’s ultimate goal
is to acquaint students with the
Bible and to have them fall in
love with the Word of God and
the loving God who inspired
these Scriptures.”
Ms. Johnson’s personal
hope for the students is that
they “continue to read and
reflect on Scripture throughout their lives.” She welcomes
everyone and encourages students from all grades to join
the Walk Thru the Old Testament Club.

#RelationshipGoals
John Evan Laughter & Riley Hooper are #winning
CHRISTOPHER MCNULTY
Staff Writer

You may think it’s overrated. You could say it’s just
a national holiday for Hallmark. You may obsess over it.
It may be the day on the calendar that you mark off with
a heart instead of an “x.”
Say what you want about
Valentine’s Day, but allAmerican couple John Evan
Laughter and Riley Hooper
go about it the right way. And
why wouldn’t they? They’re
too perfect.
John Evan: a senior standing a self-assured 6’2’’; voted
“Most Attractive”; has a glorious head of hair; in his
dreams would proclaim himself a cowboy.
Riley: a junior standing
a self-assured 5’3’’; a varsity
cheerleader for three years
and counting; ambitious,
and, well, she might as well
call herself Jessie.
When they walk the halls
together, anyone can see that
they are like peas and carrots,
peanut butter and jelly, and
macaroni and cheese.
Bottom line, they are both
genuine, class acts, and they
make being in a high school
relationship seem so natural
and effortless.
For a couple like this, a
mainstream Valentine’s Day
with chocolates, flowers, and
teddy bears is just too cliche.
“Valentine’s Day isn’t a
huge deal for us, but we do
like to do something together,” Laughter said casually.
No, they don’t go out to a

nice restaurant, but they keep
a tradition that includes a
warm, home cooked meal.
“Last year, he came over
and I cooked him fried chicken and he brought dessert.
We loved it so much we decided to make it a tradition
every year,” Hooper said.
“I don’t know if I’m really conscious of it being a big
deal, but I hope we do the
fried chicken thing again,”
Laughter said.
As far as gifts, the couple
doesn’t opt for expensive,
store-bought presents. “For

Valentine’s Day we made
each other presents,” Hooper
said.
You may see Instagram
photos of them on the farm
or post-Marist victory. You
may see them together at a
Waffle House after a Friday
night football game. Quite
simply, they are #goals.
So this Sunday on February 14, they want Valentine’s
Day to be celebrated the
same way that they approach
their relationship every day:
casual, yet still full of love,
thoughtfulness and sincerity.

Senior John Evan Laughter and junior Riley Hooper are
clearly the all-Amercian couple as they exemplify here at
the farm. Photo courtesy of Facebook.
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JUNGLE Winter sports wind down with postseason success
Feb. 11: Girls’ Tennis vs. Norcross
High School @
Home, 4:00 pm;
Boys’ Lacrosse
vs. Grayson High
School @ Home,
5:00 pm
Feb. 13: Track and
Field vs. Distance
Kickoff @ Parkview
High School, 8:00
am

ROARS

Upcoming
Athletic Events

Feb. 15: Varsity Baseball vs.
North Hall High School @
North Georgia College and
State University, 5:00 pm
Feb 16: Boys’ Tennis vs. Carrollton @ Home, 3:30 pm;
Girls’ Tennis vs. Norcross
High School @ Home, 3:30
pm
Feb. 17: JV Girls’ Lacrosse
vs. Westminster Schools @
Home, 5:00pm; JV Boys’
Lacrosse vs. Johns Creek
High School @ Johns Creek
High School, 5:55 pm; Varsity Boys’ Lacrosse vs. Johns
Creek High School @ Johns
Creek High School, 7:00 pm
Feb. 18: Boys’ Tennis vs.
Grady High School @ Piedmont Park, 4:00 pm; Girls’
Tennis vs. Grady High
School @ Piedmont Park,
4:00 pm; JV Baseball vs.
Holy Innocents’ Episcopal
School @ Holy Innocents’
Episcopal School, 4:15 pm;
JV Girls’ Soccer vs. GACS @
GACS, 5:00 pm
Feb. 19: Varsity Girls’ Soccer vs. GACS @ GACS, 5:30
pm; JV Boys’ Lacrosse vs.
St. Pisgah High School @
Home, 5:30 pm; Freshman
Baseball vs. Marist School @
Marist School, 5:30 pm; Varsity Boys’ Soccer vs. GACS @
GACS, 7:30 pm
Feb. 20: Boys’ Golf vs.
Greenbrier Championship
@ Bartram Trail Golf Club,
9:00 am; Freshman Baseball
vs. Woodward Academy @
Woodward Academy, 11:00
am; JV Girls’ Lacrosse vs.
Greenbrier High School @
Home, 1:00 pm; JV Baseball
vs. Woodward Academy @
Woodward Academy, 1:30
pm; Varsity Girls’ Lacrosse
vs. Greenbrier High School
@ Home, 3:00 pm
Feb. 22: JV Boys’ Soccer
vs. Westminster Schools @
Home, 5:30

ZACK RAMIREZ
Staff Writer

As the winter sports season
comes to an end, the Golden
Lions have earned yet another
banner for the gym wall with
potential for more. The tradition of excellence certainly continued this school year thanks
to outstanding performances
from several of our winter sport
athletes and teams.
Swim & Dive
The girls’ team won a state
runner-up title last season, but
this year it was the boys’ turn.
Last weekend the boys placed
second at the state championship, and junior diver Grant
Summers finished as a state
champion.
Strong performances from
Summers, junior Jeffrey Durmer and freshmen Blake Reynolds and Ian Grum helped lead
the Golden Lions to a spot on
the podium.
Durmer placed first in the
500 Free and third in the 200
IM, Reynolds placed sixth in
the 50 Free and ninth in the 100
Fly and Grum placed seventh in
the 100 Back and fourth in the
500 Free. Reynolds and Grum
were also on the 200 Free Relay
that placed fourth with junior
Olin Broadway and senior Max
Grum, and they were both on
the 400 Free Relay that placed
third with Durmer and senior
Garrett Cooper.
The girls’ team finished in
19th place. Freshman Abby Co-

hen placed 11th in the 500 Free
and 16th in the 200 Free and
junior Sarah Schantz placed
14th in the 100 Fly. Cohen and
Shantz were also on the 400
Free Relay that placed ninth
with senior Rosie Probst and
Anna Nowak. Schantz, Probst
and Nowak were also on the
200 Free Relay team that placed
15th with junior Tori Granelli.

Wrestling
The wrestling team continues to surprise the St. Pius X
community. They have set a
career high in dual match victories and have made an appearance at the state duels for the
second year in a row.
With a record of 35-14, the
Golden Grapplers have been
ranked at several team tournaments and recently tied the
record for most dual victories
at the state tournament. Their
success includes a first place
finish at the Monroe duals for
the second year in a row and
placing as the highest scoring
Georgia team in the nation’s
largest private school wrestling
tournament.
“We have come a long way,”
said senior Eric Long. “With
half of our lineup being freshman and still being as successful
as we are, I would say this is one
of the best seasons our team has
had in a while.”
Boys Basketball
The team knocked off
Marist last week to close out the

regular season with a finished
the regular season last week
with a record of 21-4. They
started the region tournament
this week as the three seed, and
as of press time results were not
yet available. They compete in
arguably the toughest region
in AAAA with teams like Lithonia and Grady, who both were
ranked number one in the state
for a brief time in the regular
season
Although the Golden Lions
lineup consists mainly of veteran seniors, the team also features several underclassmen,
including freshmen Matthew
and Brian Gonzalo.
“The freshmen and underclassmen have struggled
at some points, but they are a
huge part of the team and a
huge part of our success,” said
senior Kerney Lane, who was
named to the 6-AAAA All-Region First Team.
Senior Joey Carbonara
agreed. “Having underclassmen on the team has given us
a lot more depth, with the cost
being lack of varsity experience,” Carbonara said. “The
underclassmen are very athletic/talented and are managing
their workload well.”
Seniors Ryan Lynch and
Christian Merrill said they are
hoping to finish the region
tournament as the number
one or two seed and finish the
season with a strong run in the
state tournament

Girls Basketball
After a graduating class of
extremely talented players,
namely national standout Asia
Durr who now plays for Louisville, a new generation of Lady
Lions has a chance to write
their own legacy over the next
few years.
Lone senior Hannah Jones,
who suffered a season-ending
ACL tear in the second-to-last
game of the regular season last
week, helped lead her young
team to a 15-9 record and the
number three seed behind
Marist and Redan as they head
into the region tournament this
week.
Jones has relied on the talent and experience of several
returning upperclassman players like Leah Middleton and
KC Richerson, who have contributed greatly to the team’s
success.
“We really struggled at the
beginning of the season,” Jones
said. “The lack of varsity experience mixed with underclassman was a huge obstacle we are
still working to overcome.”
The team features eight new
varsity players, including freshman Emma Drash and sophomores Kathryn McKenzie and
Morgan Williams, who have improved consistently throughout
the season.
The girls hope to advance
out of the region tournament as
a number two or three seed and
open up the state playoffs next
week on Tuesday, February 16.

Watch me jump, watch me neigh neigh
RILEY LUCKMANN
Staff Writer

“Equestrian is horse-riding,
right?” junior Clare Thanner
hesitantly asked with an unsure
look on her face.
Many St. Pius X students
are just as confused as Thanner about equestrian, but for
St. Pius X students who actually
compete in the sport, equestrian is much more than simply
riding a horse. According to
senior Keiley James, equestrian
is “the ability to communicate
with a 1,500+ pound animal
using only body language and
no words.”
The sport, or “part-time job”
as many refer to it, includes different events like “dressage,
show jumping, and cross country,” junior Emma Stokes said.
She is on a show team that travels around Georgia competing
in these different riding styles
Horse dressage is judged on
things such as poise, grooming
and posture. Show jumping,

on the other hand, involves the
horse jumping over differentsized stands in single, double,
or triple combinations while
trying not to knock down any
rails. Cross country equestrian
involves riding through a harsh
course with multiple twists,
turns, and obstacles.
Despite many horses’ sixfoot appearance, long mane,
bulky hooves and huge muscles, “they are really gentle and
caring,” Stokes said. She owns a
Dutch Warmblood named Bacardi. “When I got my horse, it
was the greatest moment of my
life,” she gushed.
Horseback riding is a sport
that includes a lot of “behind
the scenes” work and practice.
“It is a lot of work,” James said.
“I practice year round, almost
every single day.”
A large portion of the work
comes from taking care of the
horse. “They must be cleaned,
cared for, and put on a schedule that is healthy for them,”

James added.
These horses and their riders do hours of work together
each week to prepare for various events. “There is a special bond formed between the
horse and the rider,” James
said. “That’s my favorite thing
about riding horses.”

Regardless of the amount
of effort it takes to compete in
equestrian, both Stokes and
James agree that horseback riding is fulfilling. As James said,
“the work is very rewarding
when you win a competition, or
even simply have a good ride.”

Junior Emma Stokes takes one of her many jumping lessons to prepare for various competitions. She has won
first, second, third, champion and reserve champion in
Jumpers and Eventing competitions. Photo courtesy of
Emma Stokes
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New region for Golden Lions in 2016
MAX LONG
Staff Writer

The GHSA announced in
December that they will realign
the state’s regions for the 20162018 school years. The St. Pius
X Golden Lions will remain in
class AAAA next year but will be
making a shift from region 6 to
region 8.
The move came after many
coaches and administrators
called for the addition of an
entirely new classification,
which is now the new 7A. With
the exception of Marist, all of
the schools that were in St.
Pius’ region last year are now
5A schools.
Our new region features no
schools from DeKalb county,
which came as a surprise to
many. In fact, none of the five
other schools are even from the
metro-Atlanta area. St. Pius will
be joined by Jefferson, Madison
County, North Oconee, Oconee
County and Stephens County.
Marist and Blessed Trinity
were paired together in region
7-4A, but, worry not, they do
remain on the Golden Lions
football schedule for 2016.
Head athletic trainer Gary
Schmitt said that the move
will make things a little more

difficult in terms of travel.
“Every team will have to
leave a lot earlier for away
games now,” Coach Schmitt
said. “It’ll also be difficult
because we’re still unfamiliar
with most of these schools so
we won’t really know what to
expect when we have to go up
to them.”
The closest school to St.
Pius is Jefferson, which is 48
miles away, and roughly a 45
minute drive without traffic.
The Jefferson Dragons are
known for their historically
strong football, baseball and
wrestling teams, most recently
winning a state championship
in football in 2012. The
Dragons have won 14 straight
state championships in 3A
wrestling.
Oconee County and North
Oconee are 54 and 50 miles,
respectively, from St. Pius.
The Lions scrimmaged North
Oconee in 2014 and 2015 in
football, so there will be a bit
of familiarity.
Stephens County High
School, located in Toccoa,
GA is just a quick 85 miles
northeast of St. Pius, located
near the GA-SC border and
Clemson University. Prior

to North Oconee, Golden Lions
football scrimmaged the Indians
in 2012 and 2013.
Lastly, Madison County is 75
miles away from St. Pius. Located
north of Athens in Danielsville,
GA, Madison is, frankly, in the
middle of nowhere. The Red
Raiders are a softball heavyweight
in Georgia, which will likely carry
over into the 2016 season.
Rising senior football and
baseball star Tomas Nadal said
he can’t wait to see what the new
region will hold for both sports.
“It’ll be interesting to see the new
teams and how it’s different from
our current region,” Nadal said.
Football will be a lot different
because we know very little about
most of these teams other than it’ll
probably be more of a challenging
schedule than in previous years.
For baseball, we’ve played a few
of these schools but it’s more of
the same. There are a few more
baseball powerhouses in this
region.”
Rising
senior
basketball
player Carson Seramur said,
“The change looks like it’s going
to help us, basketball wise. Our
current region is the best in the
entire state for basketball right
now. Our new region won’t be as
strong but it’ll be interesting to

see how it plays out next season.”
The new region will be far
stronger overall compared to
the past few years, but St. Pius
will be expected to continue its
tradition of excellence across
the board. A few questions do
remain surrounding travel and

& 3/23); Redan (4/20 &
4/21); Columbia (3/16 &
3/18)

Boys Lacrosse
Last Season: Finished with a
13-4 record; region champions
and state qualifiers
2016 Outlook: “This year we
are hoping to win our region,
and make it to the semifinals
in the state playoffs,” senior
Franklin Young said.
Players to Watch: Seniors
Reed Egan, Franklin Young
and Brandon Paetznick
Key Matchups: Decatur (4/22);
Marist (4/29); Blessed Trinity
(3/10); Benedictine (4/9)

23-0 record; state and national
champions
2016 Outlook: “I hope we can
win another state championship,” senior Jake Beyer said.
Players to Watch: Seniors Austin Fain, Jake Beyer and JR
Cozine
Key Matchups: Cross Keys
(3/15); GAC (2/19); North
Gwinnett (4/19)

the general unfamiliarity of
playing new teams. What
we do know, though, is that
the St. Pius X Golden Lions
will be ready for any new
challenge that is presented
come fall 2016.

“Only” 48 miles northeast of Atlanta, Jefferson is
the closest school in the Golden Lions new region.
Photo courtesy of jeffcityschools.org

Spring athletes eager to take the field
HANNAH JONES
Staff Writer

Chilly winter temps will
stick around for another
month or so, but the spring
sports season is already well
underway. Practices began in
January, and the athletes are
excited to be back in action
and carry over their success
from last year that included
three state championships,
three state runners-up, and
one national title.
Baseball
Last Season: Finished with a
29-4 record; region champions and state quarterfinalists
2016 Outlook: “We have
some big shoes to fill,” senior
Chris McNulty said. “Last
year in 2015 we set a school
record of 29-4. We lost a lot of
seniors, but this year we have
a lot of talented returning
seniors and underclassmen
that have varsity experience.
It will be imperative that the
younger players step up to
the plate (pun intended).”
Players to Watch: Senior
Garrett Gooden and juniors
Preston Jenkins and Kennett
Sorenson
Key Matchups: Marist (3/21

Boys Golf
Last Season: State runnersup
2016 Outlook: “We would
like to finish in the top three
in state this year,” sophomore James McKenzie said.
Players to Watch: Seniors
Bobby Hogan and Griffin
Diamantis
Key Matchups: Georgia/
South Carolina Cup (3/1819); Atlanta Archdiocese
Cup (3/21)
Girls Golf
Last Season: State qualifiers
2016 Outlook:
“I hope
that we all come together to
push ourselves to get better and really connect as a
team,” senior Sarah Frost
said. “We have new players
so I hope that we can all be
successful and go farther
than in years past.”
Players to Watch: Sophomore Sammie Christian
Key Matchups: Blessed
Trinity (3/1 & 3/9); Woodward (3/22 & 3/28)

Girls Lacrosse
Last Season: Finished with a
16-3 record; region champions
and advanced to the second
round of the state playoffs
2016 Outlook: “We are hoping to make it to the state finals
of course, but mostly I think I
want us to grow and become
better teammates and players,”
junior Maggie Cleary said.
Players to Watch: Seniors Lane
Homrich, Isabella DiCristina,
Claire Paulino and Erin Huff
Key
Matchups:
Wesleyan
(2/23); Pope (2/29); Marist
(4/13)
Boys Soccer
Last Season: Finished with a

Girls Soccer
Last Season: Finished with a
19-2 record; state champions
2016 Outlook: “This year we
are hoping to win the state
championship again,” sophomore Birdie Lombardo said.
Players to Watch: Senior
Elizabeth Freeman and sophomore Emory Wegener
Key Matchups: GAC (2/19);
McIntosh (3/18); Marist (3/22)
Boys Tennis
Last Season: Finished with a
13-7 record; state runners-up
2016 Outlook: “We lost some
key players, so the season
could go either way,” according to senior Justin January
Players to Watch: Seniors
Grant Walker and Jack Woods
Key Matchups: Marist (3/29)

Girls Tennis
Last Season: Finished with
a 7-8 record
2016 Outlook: “We have
a strong group of girls returning this year, so we are
feeling pretty good about
this upcoming season,” said
senior Sydney Lalomia
Players to Watch: Juniors
Caroline Hicks and Justyna
Zabinski
Key Matchups: Marist, Buford
Track & Field
Last Season: Both boys and
girls qualified for state
2016 Outlook: “This year
we are hoping for some individual titles both on men’s
and women’s varsity teams.
There are a lot of very good
returning runners, so like
all teams we are hope for
state championship titles.
We are also hoping for a few
more records to be broken,”
senior Myia Dorsey said.
Players to Watch: Seniors
Chandler Parks, Stanley
Dunwell and Myia Dorsey
and junior Chris Echols
Key
Matchups:
Marist
(4/13)
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Two students and one
teacher are asked a series
of random questions...

Say
What?!

Will Galvin ‘18

Grace Garrett ‘16

Mr. Ruggiero, Theology

Dark dark chocolate

Banana chocolate chip

Blueberry, but I don’t do muffins

K Swiss

Converse

Nike. I’m a Nike snob.

1) Get a small loan of a million dollars
2) spend decades growing your real
estate empire 3) run for president

Good friends, guitar, and Chick-fil-A

Vision, passion, and hard work

A Flower

A Morning Glory

A rose. I am beautiful but if you mess
with me, my thorns will cut you.

The latter

Attractive for a year. Living forever
sounds sad.

I am ugly and I will live forever

“The Jungle Greased Up the Butler
Again”

“The Sound of Music”

I have been in 7, but my favorite is
“Grease”

Steal the Declaration of Independence

Dance it out

Throw it out

What do you spend most of
your time doing?

Trying to get to every room in my
house without touching the floor

Procrastinating and wishing I was back
in bed

Sleeping and watching TV

What is the best artist to
listen to while knitting?

Depends what you’re knitting ;)

Black Sabbath

Death Metal Junkies. That is probably
what Mr. Eaglen listens to

Favorite muffin flavor?
What shoe brand would you
choose if you could only
have one for the rest
of your life?

3 keys to success?

If you were a flower, what
would you be?
Would you rater be ugly and
live forever or attractive
and live for a year?

What’s your favorite play
from the Pius Players?
When in doubt...?

Breeze

way

What phrase would you
put on a candy heart?

“I appreciate your effort”
- Maggie Cleary ‘17
“Your dimples are like
craters in the moon”
- Mary Didier ‘16

“I’m sorry”
- Jack McDonald ‘19

“When God made you
he was just showing off”
- Hannah Ritzer ‘18

“UR FYE”
- Reed Egan ‘16
“How you doinnnn?”
- Sophie Warners ‘17
“Was that an earthquake
because you just
rocked my world”
- Hannah Farnsworth ‘18

Banter

