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Comical murder mystery takes center stage
GABBY BURNS
Staff Writer

Southern accents and sweet tea
aren’t the only things that make
the South the best place to live.
Find out why on page 3
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The Marching Golden Lions are
hosting their first competition.
Read more on page 5

FEATURES

When it comes to getting a
learner’s permit or driver’s
license, things don’t always go as
planned. Read more on page 8

SPORTS

The Pius Players kick off
another year of theater next
month with “The Butler Did
It Again.” The show opens
Thursday, October 16 at 7:00
pm and runs through October
18.
This play is a mystery, comedy and spoof twisted into one
hilarious production. Similar
to last year’s fall play, “The
Butler Did It Again” doesn’t
have any main characters but
instead features 12 cast members who are all of equal importance, including seniors
Cristina
Bleacher,
Baylor
Herman, Isabelle Jones, Eleni
Demos, Julian Mancini and
Carolann Stout.
Pius Players Director Ms.
Bonnie Spark assures audiences that “the whole cast and
play is just hysterical. They
cast has worked diligently to
update this older play and to
make the jokes more relatable
to a younger audience.”
In “The Butler Did It
Again,” some of the humor is
obvious. For example, despite
the name of the play, there is
no butler.
“This show should have
people falling out of their seats
with laughter!” exclaimed
Mancini. “The subtleties definitely make this show as great
as it is. Pay attention to some of
the smaller details.”
The cast practiced their

roles for over four months.
They received their scripts last
May before school let out for
summer. Rehearsals began in
late August and will continue
until opening night in October.
“Acting is actually a lot of
hard work, focus, memorization and team work, and I
don’t think many of people realize how much time goes into
a play,” said Bleacher.
The cast is excited to put
on a show with a feel-good,
interesting story. “Pius Players
is like a family, and we work
extremely hard,” according to
Demos. “Come out and see us!”
Tickets are available October 8 during all lunch periods
and outside the theater before
each performance. All students
receive one free ticket.
In addition to the fall play,
the Pius Players will also perform their children’s show,
“The Jungle Book,” on Sunday, November 15 at 2 pm and
4 pm.
The highly anticipated
spring musical “Grease” runs
March 2-6, 2016, and the seniors will perform in a cabaret
night April 30 that features
short pieces of famous Broadway shows. This show will be
a donation only event with all
proceeds benefitting the St.
Pius X mission trips.
“The cast is expected to
have an extremely talented
season,” said Ms. Spark. “It will
be quite a blockbuster!”

‘Maud & Mike’ ready to
act on campaign promises
CHRIS MCNULTY
Staff Writer

Fall sports are underway. Read more
about the Golden Lions on page 10

CENTERSPREAD

Meet the newest additions to the
SPX family on pages 6 and 7

The 2015-2016 school
year is now in full throttle.
Freshmen are settled in their
home for the next four years,
sophomores and juniors are
beginning to take harder
course loads full of AP classes and the senior class is focused on college applications
as they eagerly wait to decide
what school they’ll attend
next year.
But what makes this school
year so different? Maud and
Mike. As presidents of the
student body, seniors Maud
Kelly and Michael Bresnahan

are ready to make their mark
on St. Pius X.
“I’m truly excited to be
one of the student body presidents. I hope to make it a
great year not only for the
seniors, but for everyone,”
Bresnahan said.
Building on the success of
former student body presidents, Kelly and Bresnahan
are working hard this year to
bring a sense of community
and positivity to the school.
“Being a senior, I know
what people want,” Bresnahan said. “The biggest thing
for me is having a positive
continued on pg. 5

The main cast of “The Butler Did It Again” gathers together
before a rehearsal. The show runs October 16-18, and tickets go on sale October 8. (Not pictured: Senior Isabelle
Jones) Photo courtesy of Ms. Spark

Volleyball team receives
national academic honor
MEGAN MITTELHAMMER
Staff Writer

The volleyball team recently
received the American Volleyball Coaches Association
(AVCA) National Academic
Award for the 2014-2015 season. St. Pius X was one of 237
recipients in addition to a few
other Georgia schools, including Blessed Trinity and Holy
Innocents’.
Each of the 757 recipients
received this award because
their coaches are AVCA members and their programs maintained a cumulative GPA of
3.30 or better on a 4.0 grading
scale, or a 4.10 cumulative GPA
in a 5.0 grading scale.
The AVCA created the
award in 1993 to recognize
high school and collegiate volleyball teams for outstanding
academic achievement.
“We knew about the award
and really wanted to achieve
it,” said senior captain Grace
Guynn. The team tutored
each other in difficult subjects
throughout the season and
worked together to maintain
good grades.
Head volleyball coach John
Frederick told the girls they
had won the award at a summer
workout. “I knew we would
receive the award as soon as I
checked spring grades for my
team,” Coach Frederick said.
“We are continually reminding the girls that they are

volleyball players but that their
first responsibility is to be students,” Coach Frederick continued.
“We moved the start time
for practice to 3:45 pm to give
them some time after school to
take care of their academic responsibilities. There is never an
issue with a student being late
to practice because they had
to meet with a teacher, they
just go do it and let us know,”
Coach Frederick said.
“I really focused on timemanagement,” Guynn said. “It
was especially hard on game
nights when we wouldn’t get
home until after 9:00 pm.”
Guynn, as well as the other
players, were encouraged to
“make school a priority.”
This
particular
AVCA
award has sparked growing
interest in the volleyball community. Since the award’s inception, it has grown from 62
to 757 awards. “This will set a
standard for our team in the
future,” Guynn said.
“We have developed a team
culture where these hard working girls know that hard work
on the court is not their main
reason for coming to St. Pius
X,” Coach Frederick said.
“The types of girls that they are
cause that hard working mentality to naturally transition to
the classroom. The award is
just a natural extension of that
culture.”
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What We Think...

Adding a fall break makes us shiver with dread

To us St. Pius X students, a
“break” is defined as “a period
of time in which Netflix, sleeping, eating and/or partying
dominates one’s lifestyle.”
We are blessed with a winter,
spring and summer break with
four-day weekends sprinkled in
the mix, but the question is, do
we need another break?
Although the idea is tempting, adding a fall break is actually a terrible idea.
Hypothetically, a fall break
would in September or October. The break would give us
time to bask in our laziness and
it’d probably chip away at our
already-dwindling motivation
for school.
“I believe we should have a

fall break because we gotta give
the people what they want!” exclaimed senior Feven Mussie.
“It’s not right that we only get
Winter, Spring, and Summer
break — like, you’re gonna give
us every season, why not give us
Fall? Be consistent.”
Mussie makes a good point;
why not keep it consistent and
give us a break every season?
“We should have a fall break
just like many other schools,”
sophomore Daniel Boutte explained. “It’s such a tough time
between Thanksgiving and winter break. It’d be fantastic to
have the opportunity to unwind
from the stress school brings.”
Like Mussie, Boutte has
some valuable insight. Other

proponents of adding a fall
break can offer up a variety of
reasons why St. Pius should include a fall break in our school
calendar, but each and every
one of these people would be
wrong.
Why? Well an extra break
that would mean making for
those days up elsewhere; we
would still have a 180-day
school year, which means we
wouldn’t get out of school until
early June.
“I’d rather not have a break
and get out of school earlier,”
said junior Erin O’Dom. “We’d
have a longer summer break.”
“It’s hard to get back into
the swing of things after a
break,” added senior Emma

Jayne Braxton. “I’d rather just
have a long break in the summer. It’s better to go on and finish the year.”
Braxton and O’Dom are
wise well beyond their years.
Anyone with their heads on
their shoulders can see that
another break is a lousy idea
and that we should just power
through the year.
Adding yet another vacation
during the school year would
definitely do more harm than
good. We’d likely have a shorter summer break, which would
only give us something new to
complain about.
When it comes to adjusting
the school calendar, the tradeoff simply isn’t worth it.

Y o u
walk into
Zaxby’s
and
are
immediately overwhelmed
by
the
clutter on
ALEX BOSHERS
the walls.
Staff Writer
This sports
bar-wannabe lures its customers into a false environment,
imposing its local high-school
sports teams and Coca-Cola
products on its unexpecting
viewers.
Waiting in line for the oneperson-at-a-time
Coca-Cola
Freestyle, your dehumanizing
number is called out over a
loudspeaker, interrupting the
hit song “Pocketful of Sunshine,” which repeats at least
three times per visit.
When I’m forced to go to
Zaxby’s, there’s a reason I go to
the drive-thru.
Meanwhile,
well-trained
customer service gurus at
Chick-fil-A smile welcomingly,
hand you a warm, aromatic
assortment of waffle fries and
you sit down to a spicy chicken
sandwich that isn’t soaked in
buffalo sauce.
Both founded in the great
state of Georgia, Chick-fil-A
and Zaxby’s have some serious
beef. It’s a great pun, but are
these chicken copetitiors equal
rivals? Not even close.
Chick-fil-A outranks Zaxby’s
by 44 years, more loyal customers and a signature taste that
can’t be matched. Zaxby’s is
merely an imitator of the original chicken sandwich.
While Chick-fil-A is famous

for their chicken sandwich, Zaxby’s has no particular trademark. Likewise, Zaxby’s soggy
crinkle fries pale in comparison
to the signature crispy waffle
fries at Chick-fil-A. But Chickfil-A’s bragging rights don’t
stop there.
The
expanding
chains
continue to meet on multiple
fronts. For example, both Zaxby’s and Chick-fil-A have signature sauces to complement
their food. While the harsh Zax
Sauce overpowers the food to
hide its flaws, gourmet Chickfil-A sauce balances the tasty
chicken and spices perfectly.
Many St. Pius X students
consider Zaxby’s overly expensive, and rightfully so. “It is absurd that Zaxby’s charges for
extra sauce,” senior Chris McNulty pointed out. I couldn’t
agree more, Chris.
Chick-fil-A is certainly less
expensive than Zaxby’s without
sacrificing taste. Beyond food
quality and price, Chick-fil-A
is also healthier than Zaxby’s.
The Zaxby’s chicken sandwich
has more than double the fat of
a Chick-fil-A chicken sandwich,
as well as more calories and
carbs.
In a random poll of 50 St.
Pius students, 76% said they
preferred Chick-fil-A over Zaxby’s. As one of the best private
schools in the state, I’d say our
students are pretty smart.
Chick-fil-A is undoubtedly
the better choice. Even if you
prefer the taste of Zaxby’s, the
calories you’ll have to burn
from a Big Zax Snack Meal
won’t just disappear like the
money from your pocket at this
inferior fast-food chicken chain.

Zaxby’s
is a great
fast food
chicken
joint that is
perfect for
any event.
Whether
MAX LONG
it’s
after
Staff Writer
school with
some friends or before a basketball game, it always hits
the spot. While most students
prefer Chick-fil-A, once they
try Zaxby’s, their whole outlook on fast food chicken is
changed forever.
I recently made the conversion myself. I was told by someone who frequents Zaxby’s to
try their signature menu item,
the Kickin’ Chicken Sandwich,
which I had previously known
nothing about. I tried it, and
needless to say, there was no
going back.
The atmosphere in Zaxby’s
restaurants is far better than
any Chick-fil-A. Comfy seating and country radio give it
a homey, southern feel, while
Chick-fil-A’s
establishments
are loud and busy. The workers at Zaxby’s care for the customer, calling their number
and asking if there is anything
else they can do to help.
In addition to the general
dining experience at Zaxby’s,
their special sauce is divine.
Yes, Chick-fil-A also has a tasty
signature sauce, but it simply
can’t compete with Zaxby’s.
Chick-fil-A has their Chickfil-A sauce but Zax Sauce is
on another level. It is the difference maker when deciding
which restaurant has better
chicken.

When it’s finally time to
sit down and enjoy one of the
many delicious menu items
that Zaxby’s offers, you will
walk away feeling much more
satisfied and full than you
would with a similar meal at
Chick-fil-A.
In addition to the main
entree, a meal from Zaxby’s
comes with crunchy, seasoned
fries and Texas toast. People
with a large appetite may
leave Chick-fil-A still hungry
for more food.
Their chicken tenders are
also much better than Chickfil-A’s, and Zaxby’s chicken
sandwiches don’t come with
pickles on them. Seriously,
does anyone eat the pickles
from Chick-fil-A?
Senior Joe Reigner said,
“Don’t get me wrong, I love
a spicy chicken sandwich, but
I want some quality chicken
tenders… And the Texas
toast! It’s a full meal!” Zaxby’s
might be more expensive, but
your dollar goes a longer way
as you get far more food.
Another very underrated
aspect of Zaxby’s is the ice.
Not only is the ice crushed
and perfect for munching on,
but you also get to fill your
own cup. Chick-fil-A gives way
too much ice and way too little
drink, and there is no one who
appreciates that nuisance.
Overall, Zaxby’s is a more
complete experience with better chicken. It’s more filling,
it’s more of a restaurant than
fast food joint, they don’t put
pickles on their sandwiches
and they have better ice. If
looking for a quality meal,
why look past Zaxby’s?

Who’s the true king of the chicken
sandwich? Chick-fil-A or Zaxby’s?
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American by birth, southern by the grace of God
America. Some
t h i n g s
that come
to
mind
include
freedom,
tradition,
JUSTIN JANUARY democracy,
Editor-in-Chief
national
parks, Zac Brown Band, football, Piggly Wiggly, fried-everything, the word “y’all” and
the comforting tang of sweet
tea.
A few of these items don’t
just glorify America, but my
favorite part of America — the
South. It's a place where every
stranger is a friend and where
every batch of tea could use a
bit more sugar. Here, football
is religion, chivalry is alive and
the nearest Waffle House is
only a stride away.
If you ask a local, they'd
likely agree that the South is
a region full of life. “I love the

South because there’s never
a stranger,” said junior Katie
Parnell, a proud southerner.
“You know your neighbors
and they know you. Everyone says yes ma’am and no
ma’am. Oh, and football!”
While I could ramble on
about SEC football or the
love-it-or-hate-it relationship
with country music, I’d rather talk about the little things
that make this region what it
is. It’s a beautiful place, wellfitted with scenic views and
cultural gems that give the
South a life of its own.
The most famous part of
our southern lifestyle is the
hospitality. To non-southerners, striking up conversations
with strangers and grinning
at passersby is silly. To us, it’s
just being friendly!
“I always hear stories
about people coming to the
South and being surprised
when strangers talk to them

in the elevators and stuff,”
senior Maggie Weir said. “Everywhere I go, I make friends
with random people. Most of
our conversations are about
being from the South.”
For two southerners, the
mutual love of football and a
tall glass of sweet tea is enough
grounds for a friendship.
Another staple of southern
culture is the cuisine. In the
South, you can find just about
anything fried, buttered or
slathered with gravy. If I can’t
taste the cholesterol and the
high blood pressure, there’s
something wrong with it.
“My favorite comfort food
has to be that good ole lip
smacking, Cadillac packing,
homemade mac ‘n’ cheese!”
exclaimed senior Winston
O’Stricker with a hearty
chuckle. “When that cheese
is oozing out, you gotta get a
scoop! You know you’ve been
blessed!” O’Stricker would

agree, there’s nothing better
than a warm spoonful of mac
on an autumn evening.
And boy, oh boy, do I love
Southern weather. Yes, it is
scorching during the summer
months, but we have seasons
— all four of ‘em! While states
like California are lovely,
they’re sorta in a state of perpetual spring, which is nice, I
guess, but who doesn’t love a
dose of sweater-weather from
time to time?
Junior Caroline Cross sure
does. “I like southern weather
in the fall, especially in Georgia because we have a lot of
trees and when all the leaves
change its absolutely beautiful,” Cross said.
Have you ever driven from
Georgia to Tennessee during
the fall? Or to Alabama? The
trees look like they were splatter-painted with orange, red
and yellow. It’s wonderful.
I could go on, but I think

you get the idea. Weir sums
up what’s so great about the
South in seven words: “Comfort food, sweet tea and southern hospitality.”
Even better, senior Emma
DeLorme puts it as cut-anddry as possible, saying, “We
have good food and we’re
nice.”
There are a ton of things
to love about the South. Nowhere else will you be able to
watch a college football game
and have a heaping plate of
chicken and waffles in the
same day.
Here, it’s okay to wave to
your neighbor, gloat about
the glory of America and start
tailgating on a Wednesday in
preparation for a Saturday of
Georgia football (go Dawgs).
So the next time you
hear someone slander the
South, turn the other cheek,
smile,and wish them a blessed
day!

Homecoming has gone “out of style”

Loyal ‘Swifties’ choose concert instead of a high school dance
I know
I speak for
the females
of St. Pius X
when I say
everyone
is leaving a
blank space
SARAH VAN DUSER on their calStaff Writer
endars the
night of October 24. We can’t
decide where we would rather
be: the Taylor Swift concert or
homecoming.
Some people, aka the male
population, just tell us to shake
it off, but boys, that’s not how
you get the girl. If you take a
fan-girl to homecoming instead
of the concert, rest assured,
there will be some bad blood.
Practically half of the St.
Pius student body is faced with

the decision this year to attend
Taylor Swift’s 1989 World
Concert Tour or the annual
homecoming dance. For me,
it wasn’t such a simple choice.
I lied awake in bed for
many nights, waiting for a
sign to aid me in making a
decision. After a few weeks of
wandering around like a sleepless zombie, I was struck with
a brilliant idea: Why not go
to both? Shortly after, my Atlanta tickets were exchanged
for ones to see her perform in
Nashville, TN a month before
Homecoming. Ta da, problem
solved!
For those of you who don’t
have this option, attending her
concert is a must. Students
have many more opportunities
to attend high school dances in

Taylor Swift, who bears a striking resemblance to the
writer of this article, belts out one of her hit songs during a concert on her 1989 World Tour. Photo courtesy
of Katherine Klinger.

a cramped and sweaty gym, but
not to see Taylor Swift shakin’
it off on stage.
If I did not have this opportunity, I would choose a live
Taylor Swift performance over
a high school dance any day.
And I’m certainly not alone.
For senior Maria Castro, she
wouldn’t have it any other way.
“I’m actually obsessed with
her,” Castro gushed. I think
it’s safe to say it’s beyond her
wildest dreams to meet Taylor
in person one day.
Students of our generation
just want to enjoy themselves
and have fun, and the place
to do that is at a concert, not
a high school gym watching
freshmen boys awkwardly try
to dance with girls.
Jamming out to Taylor Swift
in the GA dome surrounded by
thousands of other swifties is a
great way to do just that, especially if the performer is your
wife.
“She’s my wife and we’re
married,” sophomore Ben
Shiptenko bragged. “I can’t go
this year, but I’ve been to three
Taylor Swift concerts.”
Many people, including
sophomore Sarah Train, didn’t
even think twice when making
the decision.
“She is my queen and I love
her to death!” admitted Train.
“I got the tickets before I found
out it was the same night as
homecoming, but I would still
go to the concert anyway.”

Other students, some teachers and (most of) the male population might call us crazy, but
here’s why they’re wrong.
If you chose to attend
homecoming, you’d wind up
attending awkward picture
parties where you don’t know
half the people there and risk
potentially stabbing your date
with a corsage/boutineer.
Personally, I would rather
spend my Saturday rockin out
in the GA dome with professional lighting, special effects,
and musicians instead of the
school gym.

For every show in her 1989
World Concert Tour, Taylor
Swift invites a band, solo artist
or other famous person to accompany her. Each city has a
different person, and students
are hoping she brings her bff
Selena Gomez to Atlanta.
Ladies, it’s never too late to
mark your calendars busy on
the night of October 24. Don’t
let your friends pressure you
into the homecoming season of
dress-buying and picture-taking; instead, jam out with the
world pop star phenomenon,
Taylor Swift.

Music Midtown
lineup disappoints
T h a t
time of the
year came
and passed
again, when
p e o p l e
from
all
over Atlanta
SOPHIE BURNETT p l a n n e d
Staff Writer
to
spend
one fun weekend at Atlanta’s
most popular music festival.
Everyone
bought
tickets,
coordinated their outfits and
prepared for Music Midtown
in Piedmont Park.
Friends, good weather, and
music: what could be better?

Nothing, except that the music
wasn’t any good.
Although this was a fun
weekend, this year’s lineup just
didn’t do it.
The headliners this year
were Elton John, Drake, Van
Halen and Sam Smith. This
wasn’t exactly the diversity of
performers Music Midtown
has had in the past. You can’t
really beat Red Hot Chili
Peppers, Imagine Dragons,
and Kendrick Lamar from the
2013 lineup. Ever since this
year, Music Midtown has been
going downhill.
continued on pg. 4
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Marching Golden Lions host
inagural band competition
TAYLOR CORLEY
Staff Writer

The Marching Golden
Lions are hosting their first
annual Lion’s Den Invitational on Saturday October
10 in Maloof stadium. The
competition will feature approximately six bands from
around the metro-Atlanta
area and will also serve as
a fundraiser for the band
program.
Although this is the first
time the Marching Golden
Lions are hosting an invitational, the band has been
performing and competing
together for 10 years.
“Our band is pretty well
known around Atlanta, and
we’ve been involved in the
competitive circuit for a
while,” band director Mr.
Chad Paetznick said. “We
thought this was a great
chance to show people what
we have to offer and host a
fun event in the name of the
arts. It is also an opportuni-

ty for students to come and
enjoy fantastic music from
many incredible performers.”
The Marching Golden
Lions cannot compete for
a score in the invitational
because it is against contest
rules for the host school to
enter the competition, but
they will perform their entire halftime show, “Wave.”
“The show is made up of
new alternative music that
is synthesizer-based,” Mr.
Paetznick said.
The
show
includes
“Somebody New” by Joywaves, “Sweet Dreams (Are
Made of This)” by the Eurythmics and a few other
late 1970’s to mid-1980’s
song selections.
Spectators will also have
the opportunity to see the
band’s new uniforms that
coordinate with their futuristic theme.
Each visiting bands will
compete before a panel

of judges chosen by Mr.
Paetznick and new assistant band director Mr. Ian
LaBreck. Performances begin at 1:00 pm and awards
are at 8:00 pm.
In addition to live performances, the competition
will feature food from a variety of local restaurants.
Along with the regular St.
Pius concessions, Chickfil-A, Galla’s Pizza, Marlay
Food Truck and Kona Ice
are also catering the event.
Mr. Paetznick stressed
that volunteers are needed
to make this event possible.
Students can earn a Works
of Mercy for volunteering
and “supporting the St.
Pius family,” Paetznick said.
There is a preparation
meeting the weekend of October 3 from 9:00 am - 11:00
am to ensure everything
runs smoothly on the day of
the invitational. Tickets are
$10.00 for adults and $5.00
for children under 18.

For the first time ever, the St. Pius X campus will host a
marching band competition for schools throughout Atlanta
area. The Marching Golden Lions will also perform “Waves,”
their show that is made up of new alternative and synthesizer-based music. Photo courtesy of Mr. Paetznick

EPA goldmine catastrophe
River flooded in Colorado with contaminated wastewater

ALEX BOSHERS
Staff Writer

In
an
unprecedented
failure, the Environmental
Protection Agency spilled 3
million gallons of wastewater
into a Colorado river on August 5. Millions of gallons of
sludge containing arsenic and
lead flooded the Animas River from an abandoned goldmine. Now, local residents
are demanding answers.
The EPA says they underestimated the pressure while
trying to reduce the acidic
runoff of Gold King mine
near Silverton, CO. As the
yellow wastewater made its
way to Utah and New Mexico, local outrage persisted,
especially among locals who
depend on the river for their
water and living.
Residents have been boiling their water to avoid the
poisonous concentrations of
heavy metals. Tourist and
fishing industries have also
been shut down since the governments of Colorado and
New Mexico declared a state
of emergency, but residents
say the response was too slow.
Because their way of life
depends on the river, the Na-

vajo Nation was most affected
by the disaster. The wastewater reached the American
Indian reservation before the
EPA could warn them. The
Navajo appealed to the New
Mexican government, urging
a federal state of emergency
be declared. Their pleas went
unanswered.
Now, the Navajo Nation
is demanding federal compensation for damages. St.
Pius X social studies teacher
Mr. Sean Hiland agrees, even
suggesting that the EPA fire
the leading official.
“The Obama administration should issue a full apology to the Navajo and others
affected,” Hiland said. The
EPA’s lack of communication
and initial underestimation
of the disaster has outraged
state officials and tribal council members alike.
The EPA has expressed its
horror at the incident and acknowledged its failures. The
government agency’s efforts
continue to reduce the toxic
flow of heavy metals into the
Animas River. English teacher Mr. Mike Scirocco points
out the irony of the EPA’s
carelessness. “[EPA regula-

tions] are doing a number on
businesses and not making
enough of a difference,” Scirocco said.
Outraged Americans and
Navajo Indians are preparing
for a lawsuit if needed, and
still their questions persist.
What role should the EPA

have in American lives? What
consequences should the government face? But most of all,
what long term consequences
will the environment and future generations face?
The truth is that the EPA
does not know. Environmentalists speculate that the heavy

metals will rest in the river
sediment only to be stirred
during heavy rains. Aquatic
plant life may suffer, and with
it the animals may suffer too.
Until the consequences are
clear, residents can only wait.

Music Midtown lineup disappoints
(continued from pg. 3)

“Yes, I’m living at a pace
that kills/Runnin’ with the
devil.” If you don’t know
these song lyrics you should
probably go ask your parents
because they are likely to
know more about Van Halen
than most of the teenagers
attending Music Midtown.
Van Halen and Elton John
are geared towards our elders
(no offense mom and dad),
and I doubt that you wanted
to go to Music Midtown to
hang out with your parents.
Drake
was
another
headliner that might have
appealed to some people, but
not everyone likes bad rap
and hip hop music. Lastly
there was Sam Smith, whose

music is just plain depressing.
Junior
Linda
Gomez
groaned, “I did not attend
Music Midtown this year
because the lineup was not
very appealing to me. I did
not know or like many of the
artists performing, so I feel
like I couldn’t have jammed
out as much.”
Not everyone, though,
agreed with me about the
lackluster performers. “The
lineup is very strong this
year. I was very excited
about Colony House, Drake,
and Panic! at the Disco” said
junior Isabelle Caraballo.
She may be right about a
couple of artists being good,
but the other 25 or so were

not worth going for.
Despite the atmosphere,
friends and food at Music
Midtown being fun, the
festival could have been much
more exciting with better
music. Compared to the
descriptions of the amazing
past Music Midtowns, this
year was a disappointment.
Whether you didn’t think
the headliners were worth it
or you didn’t want to hang
out with your parents at a
music festival, either was
a good reason not to go to
Music Midtown this year.
There’s always next year,
but then again, the lineups
do keep getting worse every
year.

news
5
Robo Lions prepare for battle
Golden Lines

September 25, 2015

New robotics club merges physics and computer science
TAYLOR CORLEY
Staff Writer

Interested in learning how to
design and program your very
own robot? Well now you have
the chance at the brand new St.
Pius X robotics club where students will discover advanced
problem solving skills through
the art of physics and computer
science.
The Robo Lions is looking
for positive, committed students
with or without previous exposure to robots.
“Official meetings will be
held on Mondays once or twice
a month,” club moderator and
new science teacher Mrs. Brigid
Bartholomai said. “Other days
of the week the robots will be
available for students to work
on according to their individual
schedules.”
This is more than just a casual
club, however, as the team will
also participate in robotic competitions.

“We will go to at least two
competitions this year, one in
January and one in February.
We will attend six or more next
year,” Mrs. Bartholomai said.
These competitions are probably better described as collaborations. While members do
compete against other schools
at these events they work with
them as well, which allows for
them to learn from others in the
robotics community.
Because the club is brand new
to St. Pius, the team is getting
a later start with competition
preparations than most other
high schools, but the club members are still eager to participate.
Bartholomai considered not
competing this year but current
members said, “NO! We want to
compete.”
This competitive club is an
opportunity for students to lean
the robotic programming, design
and problem solving techniques
while experiencing firsthand the

interaction of computer science
and physics.
In addition to Mrs. Bartholomai, the Robo Lions are also lead
by Mrs. Connie Fish, mother of
Grove (’16) and Kevin (’19). Mrs.
Fish took an interest in starting
the club after attending the St.
Pius open house last fall. Computer science teacher Mr. Jim
Greenlee also assists with the
team.
“It is kind of scary starting
something that you know absolutely nothing about! However,
I have been given nothing but
support from the administration, the science department and
Mr. Greenlee,” Mrs. Bartholomai said. “We are also receiving
training from Marist’s robotics
instructor Christopher Michaud.
Without his help, Mrs. Fish and
I would be totally lost.”
The club’s robots will arrive
in three to four weeks, and Mrs.
Bartholomai said there is still
time for students to join.

Students in the brand new robotics club will work with
robots similar to this one. Under the guidance of Mrs.
Bartholomai, students the Robo Lions will build robots and
compete against other high school robotics teams. Photo
courtesy of youngeng.com

& Mike’
Students prepare for ‘Maud
(continued from pg. 1)
upcoming SAT changes

AUSTIN SCHLUETER
Staff Writer
St. Pius X students are about
to see major changes to standardized testing. The College
Board is revamping the SAT and
will begin using this newer version of the test in March 2016.
While it is too late for the
Class of 2016 to possibly take advantage of the new SAT, all subsequent classes will have to become familiar with the new test,
which has changed little since its
debut in 1926.
The changes make the test
very different than the previous
SAT. The SAT is currently out of
2400 points, but the new SAT is
out of 1600.
According to the College
Board and ‘TIME Magazine,’

there are no penalties for wrong
answers on the new test, and
there are only four answer choices as opposed five.
The test is also shorter, going
from almost four hours to only
three, because the essay portion
is now optional.
For those who do choose to
write the essay, usually because
many colleges still require it, the
requirements have changed. In
the past, students were given a
general topic such as “Is it possible to maintain conflicting loyalties?”
On the new SAT, however,
the essay will focus more on
passage analysis. Students must
read a 700-word essay and then
write an analytical response in a
similar format to an AP exam.

The new SAT won’t take effect until March 2016, which
will give students plenty of time to prepare for the changes. Photo courtesy of metamindz.com

Additionally, the new test
format also has fewer breaks.
The mathematics section used
to have a break in the middle,
but now students have to work
through both sections without
any break.
The new examination is
proving difficult for Study Support teacher Mrs. Dena Peck and
English teacher Mrs. Jan Collier,
who teach the SAT Prep class on
Saturdays.
“We have students who are
focusing on the current SAT,
students who are focusing on the
new SAT, and we have students
that are preparing for both the
old and the new.” said Mrs. Peck.
“It is challenging for us to have
to split the students up based off
of what test they are taking.”
Mrs. Collier added, “The
reading portions are much more
nonfiction, and it is much more
like an AP English Language
Exam.”
Mrs. Collier also noted that
“the vocabulary is much more
reasonable than the old test. It is
much more real world.”
Until next March, it is difficult to say how students across
the country will perform on the
test, but for better or worse,
changes are just around the corner for the test that is the gateway from high school to college.

environment.”
One of their first opportunities to foster this positive environment is homecoming week,
which is October 19-24.
While campaigning for
student body presidents last
spring, Kelly and Bresnahan
put a lot of emphasis on revamping the week and specifically the dance itself after enthusiasm and attendance began
to dwindle the past few years.
Kelly said her main focus is
to “have it [homecoming] be an
event that people are excited
for again.”
Making good on one of their
many campaign promises, Kelly and Bresnahan are introducing a few new ideas this year to
homecoming week. The overall
homecoming theme is “Happy
Holidays,” and every day of the
week will highlight a different
holiday, such as Christmas and
Halloween.
Instead of individual grades
being assigned a different
theme and dressing up in costumes only on the Thursday of
homecoming week, as has been
the tradition for many years,
the entire school will now dress
in the same festive attire based
on that specific day’s holiday.
“We think it encourages
community more than splitting
up the themes,” Kelly said.
Kelly went on to say that
there will be additional surprises and new additions through-

out the week as well. “It will be
an exciting week, but I cannot
say any more. I don’t want to
spoil it,” she said.
The co-presidents have larger plans for the school year as
well. “I most hope to increase
student involvement and interest because they [the students]
can have a larger effect than
they think over the course of
the school year,” said Bresnahan.
One way Bresnahan and
Kelly hope to get more students involved is to turn specific events, such as pep rallies
or the Simba Cup, into grade
competitions.
Kelly and Bresnahan are
also focused on the Class of
2016 and the legacy their senior class will leave behind.
“Our class can make sure that
we stand out as the class that
gave back. I want a spirit of service to surround our school,”
Bresnahan said.
Although it is early in their
term and there is still a lot of
work ahead, Kelly and Bresnahan are committed to following
through on the platforms of the
campaign speech they delivered to their peers last spring.
So what do they want from
you, the students? Speak up.
Let them know what your concerns are because they insist
that every idea matters. Maud
and Mike are here to give you
a voice.
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St. Pius X welcomes new teachers,

Mrs. Brigid Bartholomai
Science

Where did you teach before Pius?
Duluth High School
What is your favorite part about Pius?
The wonderful students!!!
What is your favorite music gene?
Jam Band
NFL, NBA or college football?
Futbol Argentino
Have you tried the Pius cookies yet? What did you
think?
The Pius cookies actually scare me a little bit. They
look so good, I’m afraid to take the first bite and be
hooked for life.
Do you have a personal motto?
Never give up!
What historical figure do you look up to?
Elizabeth Ann Seton

Ms. Courtney Kane
Science

Where did you teach before Pius?
I was a substitute teacher at Pius, and before that I
worked at the Cristo Rey high school in Washington
D.C.
Do you prefer PC or Mac?
Mac
NFL, NBA, or college football?
College football... Go ND Irish!
Have you tried the Pius coolies yet?
The cookies haven’t changed since I went to Pius...
delicious!
What is your favorite music genre?
Country
Do you have a personal motto?
Be the person your dog thinks you are

Mrs. Mary Beyer
Development Office

Where did you work before Pius?
My previous job was working at Decatur 1st United
Methodist Preschool and Kindergarten as the
bookkeeper
What is your favorite music gene?
I am a fan of someone who can write, play and
sign a song. I also love the 80’s and Contemporary
Christian music.
Have you tried the Pius cookies yet? What did you
think?
I haven’t tried one yet, but I’ve heard all about them.
Looking forward to getting one soon
Do you have a personal motto?
Treat others how you want to be treated
What historical figure do you look up to?
I don’t know if I look up to any historical figure, but
I look up to our Veterans.

Mr. Ian LaBreck
Fine Arts

Where did you teach before Pius?
I graduated from the University of Georgia with my
Bachelor’s of Music in Music Education in May of this
year
NFL, NBA, or college football?
College Football. GO DAWGS!
Have you tried the Pius cookies yet?
Yes. Don’t ask me any questions if they all go missing
one day.
What is your favorite music genre?
If I had to pick a pop genre I would say 90’s rock like
early Greenday and Red Hot Chili Peppers
What historical figure do you look up to?
Leonard Bernstein, late conductor of the New York
Philharmonic

Ms. Laura Briscoe
Theology

Where did you work before Pius?
I worked at UGA as a graduate assistant in the
history department
Do you prefer PC or Mac?
PC
NFL, NBA, or college football?
College football, most definitely
What is your favorite part about Pius?
My students!
Do you have a personal motto?
Work hard and be nice to people
What was your favorite class you took in college?
A directed readings course on the history of religion
and economics that I took in graduate school
Have you tried the Pius cookies yet?
Not yet... but soon...
What historical figure do you look up to?
Nelson Mandela

Mr. Andrew Lauer
Science

Where did you teach before Pius?
I taught General Chemistry and Organic Chemistry at
Middle Georgia State University
What is your favorite part abput Pius?
The catholic atmosphere
What histroiacl figure do you look up to?
Jesus
What is your favorite music genre?
Top 40
Do you have a personal motto?
“Work is Prayer”
NFL, NBA, or college football?
NFL
Have you tried the Pius cookies yet?
No, I have not tried them yet
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campus improvements & a dog

Mr. Gerel McIntosh
Fine Arts

Where did you teach/work before Pius?
I have taught with ArtPortunity KNOCKS during
their arts summer camps for the past couple years
and I have also tutored several producers in music
production using Native Instruments Machine. I also
taught during my time in the U.S. Marines.
What is your favorite music genre?
Electronic
Who is a historical figure that you look up to?
Ghandi
What is your personal motto?
Nothing beats a failure, but a try
Mac or PC?
Mac.... I’m a McIntosh so that’s obvious

Mr. Matthew Wineski

Grizzly

Foreign Language

Where did you teach/work before Pius?
Ben Franklin Academy
What is your favorite part about Pius?
The curiosity of the students
What historical figure do you look up to?
Socrates
What is your favorite music genre?
90’s Rock
Do you prefer PC or Mac?
PC
NFL, NBA or college football?
English Premier League Soccer
Have you tried the Pius cookies yet?
I haven’t tried them yet

7

Theology
What type of dog are you?
Chocolate lab
What is your favorite thing to do?
Eat
What is your favorite chew-toy?
The duck (I enjoy the squeak)
Where did your dad get you?
The National Service Animal Registry
When is your birthday?
March 25, 2015
What is an interesting fact about you?
I was the only puppy to survive the litter!

Renovations highlight busy summer on campus

Summer provides a
much-needed break for
students and teachers,
but the St. Pius X campus
is always buzzing with
activity even in June and
July.
There weren’t any
major
construction
projects
taking
place
this summer, but the
maintenance staff was
still
extremely
busy
implementing a variety
of renovations and small
additions to our campus.
Mr. Spellman gives
details below on just a few
of the changes students
returned to when school
started again in August.

Senior Lounge Area
in Young Center
Lobby

“When the enrollment
reached an all-time high
the past few years, we
allowed the seniors on
inclement
weather/cold
days to go into the Young

Center Lobby and eat
their lunch.
“They
were
so
respectful
and
kept
the area clean, that we
decided to allow them this
privilege anytime. Seeing
how much they enjoyed
it, Mr. Stephens thought
it would be nice to put
tables and chairs in that
area.”

Renovations to the
Young Center

“The
Fine
Arts
programs we have are
among the finest you will
find in any high school.
Given that, we are always
looking for ways to
support those programs,
thus the upgrade this
summer.
“It had been a long time
for the cosmetic upgrade,
so we decided to do it this
summer. We are pleased
with the final look and
hope the school is as well.”

Additional Hydration

Stations

“The original fountains
were given by the Class of
2014 as their graduating
gift to the school. They
were
immediately
popular with everyone
at school, but due to the
funds needed to do all
the fountains in 2014,
we waited until this past
summer when we could
complete installation for
the entire school.
Again, having water
during the day is an
aide to retaining fluids,
and helping with brain
function, which is a nice
benefit for all.”

along with the installation
of a brand new state-ofthe-art sound system.
Again, we are very pleased
with that as well.”

New Bricks in
Maloof Plaza

“The Maloof Plaza was
dedicated in 1982 by the
Maloof family in honor of
Frank M. Maloof, who was

killed in an accident. The
Maloof family has been a
huge supporter of SPX
over the years and noticed
that the plaza bricks were
showing some age and
wear.
“They contributed a
donation to completely
refurbish Maloof Plaza
and again, it turned
out beautifully, adding
significantly
to
the

Upgraded Bleachers
and Sound System in
the Main Gym

“This is a similar
situation as the Young
Center. We upgraded the
one side a few years ago
and had always planned
to do the other side, so
this past summer was an
opportune time to do that,

Senior Carol Martin sits at a new high-top table and does
homework during her lunch period. The new lounge area
will provide a more comfortable place for seniors to study
and eat when it is too cold or rainy to use the senior
courtyard. Staff photo

features
Golden Lines

8

September 25, 2015

Upcoming
Events
Sept. 28: NHS
Induction

TRACKS

LION

Sept. 30: Pride
Leader Meeting 7:15
a.m.
Sept. 31: Pep Rally
Schedule - Senior
Night; NHS Meeting
7:45 a.m.

Oct. 1: College
Application Deadline #2
Sept. 31-Oct. 3:
Homecoming Week
Oct. 2: Jr. Lion Leader
Meeting 7:15 a.m.

Oct. 3: Pep Rally Schedule
Oct. 4: Homecoming Dance
7:30-11:30 p.m.
Oct. 10: XL Assembly
Schedule; PSAT Writing;
Senior Superlatives &
Breakfast
Oct. 11: SAT’s @ SPX
Oct. 12: Fall Play Matinee 2
p.m.
Oct. 15: PSAT Day - 8:40
a.m. Start - Noon Dismissal
Oct. 17: XLM All-School
Mass Schedule
Oct. 19: Sophomore Pot
Luck Dinner 5 p.m.
Oct. 23: Lion Leader
Meeting - Lunch Periods Donnellan Center
Oct. 24: XL Assembly
Nov. 3: Open House 1:00 4:00 p.m.
Nov. 4: Winter Uniform
Begins; College Application
Deadline #3
Nov. 8: Pep Rally
Nov. 9: Winter Sports
Pictures 7:30 - 1:00 p.m.
Nov. 10: Freshman Pot Luck
Dinner 5:00 p.m.
Nov. 16: Saturday School
Nov. 22: Special Assembly
Schedule; 2:45 Dismissal
Nov. 23: SPX Marketplace
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

When it comes to good food, restaurant
inspection grades mean little to students
JACOB KIEFFER
Staff Writer

Teenagers like to eat.
That’s more obvious than
the sun being a ball of fire
or saying that a chicken’s
got wings. Whether it’s
a
fast-food
chain,
sitdown restaurant or just a
convenience store, most of
us have a favorite food spot
when we’re looking to satisfy
our hungry stomachs.
The menu items and
atmosphere at each place
may be different, but every
food establishment has one
thing in common: a food
inspection grade posted
somewhere
inside
the
restaurant.
So just how many of us
actually pay attention to
these food inspection grades?
Is a low score enough to
prevent us from dining at
our favorite place?
These
answers
are
probably different for each of

us, but a few students shared
their
personal
thoughts
about some of the most
popular St. Pius X hangouts
listed below.
Marco’s (91)
Shallowford Rd. location
Freshman
Anthony
Sanfilippo: “I haven’t really
been any time recently but I
would definitely take a group
down, maybe twice a month
or so. It’s one of the cleanest
places around Pius. I know
because I’ve always made it
a point to look for the health
inspection grade.
“I like to know what I’m
about to eat and whether
or not the place is clean. It
seems like a pretty big part of
whether or not I eat there.”
Waffle House (97)
Chamblee-Tucker location
Junior Megan Anandappa:
“I’m at Waffle House a lot.
Probably because it’s a nice

Subway (90)
Shallowford Rd. location
Senior Isabel Alvarez: “No,
I don’t usually look for the
health grade, I mean it’s just
not that important. I focus on
the food. Subway’s good, what
else is there to it?
“I’d totally take a group
down there if we can get
some people together. I don’t
really go too often but I would
totally take a group down
there often if I could. I only
go if I’m really in the mood.”

Panera Bread (87)
Henderson Mill Rd. location
Sophomore
Camille
Wright: “I would go to Panera
every day if I could. The food
is so great and the staff are so
nice, and on top of that the
food is pretty inexpensive.
“I’m usually one to look
for the health grade. It’s
really become a habit, like
if the place has a low grade
then I won’t go there until
they fix it, but at a place like
Panera it doesn’t seem like I
have to worry about getting
E-coli or being poisoned or
something. After hearing
about this grade I probably
won’t be there until they fix
it.”
Whether you care about
a health inspection grade
or not, every restaurant you
choose to visit does have one
displayed in a supposedly
prominent location, and it
may affect your future dining
choices

Stockmeyer, spend days and
weeks preparing. “I studied
by taking online tests, which
helped me ace the actual
permit test. I got a perfect
score,” she said.
Others take a more casual
approach to studying and
discover that earning a permit
isn’t as easy as they thought.
Sophomore
Brennan
Quinn failed his permit test
twice, forcing him to get his
license more than a year after
he turned 15.
“I could have been driving
myself to school this year, but I
just got my permit this month.
I wish I studied more,” Quinn
admitted.
Even with lots of practice,

passing the driving portion
of the test to get a license can
still be worrisome. Junior Mia
Park said, “I knocked over all
of the cones, but still got a 100
because I did so well on the rest
of my examination.”
Student driving experiences
are as hard to predict as Atlanta
traffic. Young drivers have to
be prepared to wait six hours
in the DMV, drive without help
while their driving instructor
is asleep and recover from
knocking over cones while
taking the driving test.
“Just remember, if your
driving instructor tells you to
pull over, don’t panic,” Huff
said. “He probably skipped
lunch and wants a snack.”

place and it’s pretty clean.
I always make it a point to
look for a health inspection
grade. It’s a pretty important
piece of information to have
before you eat somewhere,
I mean, no one wants to eat
somewhere nasty.
“I’d definitely take a
group down to Waffle
House,
mainly
because
groups are simply more fun
to go somewhere with.”

The good, bad and ugly of driving

RILEY LUCKMANN
Staff Writer

“Pull
over!
Quickly!”
Startled by her driving
instructor, senior Erin Huff
jerked the wheel to the right.
“Once I pulled over my
instructor got out of the car to
pick some figs off of a tree; he
said he was hungry,” she said
as she recalled an adventurous
driving experience a few years
ago.
Though out of the ordinary,
Huff’s experience is just one of
many that St. Pius X students
have endured while preparing
to apply for their driver’s
license.
Many would agree that the
thought of having to navigate
through Atlanta’s bumperto-bumper traffic is both
exciting and nerve-racking,
but sometimes the process of
actually acquiring the piece of
plastic that legally allows you to
get behind the wheel of a car is
even more dramatic.
Some
students
faced
difficulties when trying to get
a permit or license, like senior
Mallory Markham. “I waited in
line at the DMV for six hours
just to get my permit,” she said.
Markham was prepared
with all of the correct
paperwork, but she had no idea
it was going to take her so long
to take the test. “Definitely go
to the DMV as early as possible

to be first in line,” Markham
said.
After finally securing a valid
permit, students are ready
to hit the road with a parent
or driving instructor, and
sometimes these lessons prove
to be a bit more memorable
than expected.
Senior
Shelby
Boykin,
for example, had a driving
instructor who did not get
enough sleep the night before
her lesson.
“When I was driving with
my instructor, I looked over,
and he was asleep,” Boykin
said. “I just stayed quiet until
he finally woke up.”
Sophomore Taylor Corley
also had a unique experience
with her driving instructor.
“He said to call him Santa Bob,”
Corley said. “He even looked
like the Santa that brings me
presents on Christmas.”
Despite his jolly name,
Corley said Santa Bob actually
was quite prone to road rage.
“He blew the horn at least four
times every lesson,” Corley
said. “I once got yelled at by
a man in another car because
Santa Bob blew the horn so
much.”
In addition to logging miles
on the road with an instructor,
students also have to prepare
for the written portion of their
permit or license test. Some,
like sophomore Mary Claire

Sophomore Brennan Quinn proudly shows off his new
driving permit. Quinn took the test three times before he
finally passed. Staff photo
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Got blood? Give blood.

Annual blood drive has special meaning for three SPX faculty members
KATHERINE KLINGER
Editor-in-Chief

Three struggles. Three
lives saved. Three stories to tell. What brings
them all together? Blood.
St. Pius X hosted its annual blood drive on September
17. Traditionally, the drive is
dedicated to a few members
of the St. Pius family, and this
year we donated for French
teacher Mrs. Liliana Hagiopol
and Mr. John Ohrenberger,
the father of Campus Ministry
Director Gayle Ohrenberger.
In January 2015, Mrs.
Hagiopol
was
diagnosed
with cervical cancer, and
she took a leave of absence
for the rest of the semester.

While she did not receive
any blood transfusions, she did
undergo five surgeries where
emergency blood was available. Most cancer patients do
have to receive a transfusion.
Mrs. Hagiopol relied on
faith during this difficult time,
but she was mostly strengthened by the St. Pius community.
In her home country of
Romania, cancer is considered a death sentence, so she
chose not to tell her family.
This caused her to lean on the
school for strength. “The only
people who prayed for me, the
only people who were my family were you, the St. Pius community,” Mrs. Hagiopol said.
Mrs. Hagiopol deeply ap-

Saving your pennies:
Pointless or profitable
ZACK RAMIREZ
Staff Writer

Human beings are like
numbers in an endless math
problem; they either add or
subtract from our society.
Individuals will vary in
either positive or negative
contributions to the economy.
This is a logical thought
because human beings aren’t
perfect, but are we not more
inclined to good over evil?
There is but one question
that poses to identify an
individual as being someone
who
either
“adds
or
subtracts” from our society.
This question separates the
good from the evil, corrupt
from the loving, sane from
the insane: “Do you save your
change?”
For senior Meghan Clark,
the answer is no. Hundreds
of thousands of coins are
neglected each day, and
some people, like Clark, care
so little that they simply
toss their coins away as if it
has no value. “I don’t save
my change, sometimes I just
throw it on the floor,” Clark
said.
Clark is a supporter of
abolishing not only the penny
but also the nickel. Countries
including Brazil, Finland and
Canada all share her belief
in abolishing certain coins,
but why? They would argue
that coins are annoying, easy
to lose and that the cost of
production is greater than
the actual coins worth.

Senior Laura Sundal does
not have a personal desire to
save her change but chooses
to pass it on. “I just, like, put
it in the tip jar,” Sundal said.
On the other side of the
coin are those who save their
change because they see the
value in collecting pennies,
nickels and dimes.
Senior Kelly Shanahan
understands this inherent
value no matter how small
the amount may initially
seem.
“I actually save my change
for whenever I go out and
know I’ll spend money,”
Shanahan said. “I always
grab a handful before I leave
the house and use it for tips.”
The majority of the
world’s citizens, like junior
Jack Marsh, save change for
their own personal gain.
“One time I saved my
change,” Marsh explained.
“Then I cashed it. Then I got
$200 worth of protein… ha
ha, it was awesome.”
Senior
Collin
Reese
also saves coins for his own
benefit, but he’s not exactly
sure yet what that benefit will
turn out to be.
“I don’t really save my
change for anything but
rather toss it in a bucket,” he
said. “I don’t know what I
will do with it but the pile just
keeps getting bigger.”
So whether you say yay or
nay to saving coins, maybe
this article will change your
mind one way or the other.

preciated the prayers. She
said, “I really and deeply felt
the prayers that you and the St.
Pius community sent my way.”
Mr.
Ohrenberger
was
diagnosed over the summer with a very aggressive
form of brain cancer. Currently, there is no cure.
For some, this news would
completely tear them apart, but
Ms. Ohrenberger recalled her
father’s immediate faith that
everything would work out.
When they got the call, he said,
“No biggie. We’ve got this.”
The doctors discovered a
large tumor growing on Mr.
Ohrenberger’s brain, and they
had to make a 26 cm incision
from ear to ear. As one can
imagine, this began an extremely bloody procedure due to the
amount of blood in the brain.
He received a blood transfusion before and after the
surgery. Without the donation of blood, Mr. Ohrenberger would not have been
able to undergo this surgery.
Like Mrs. Hagiopol, faith
has also played an important
role for Ms. Ohrenberger and
her family. While she found
this to be a very frightening
situation, her faith in God has
provided her with a “sense
of peace” even in the hardest
moments. She explained that
“the superficiality faded away”,
and they focused on what
was important, her father.
While her dad is being
honored at the blood drive,
she believes that those donating should keep in mind all
who suffer from illnesses that
require blood transfusions.
She also hopes that “anyone who can give will give.”
Athletic Director Mr. Mark
Kelly, the organizer of the
blood drive, also has a personal connection with the cause
through his own past struggles.
“I shouldn’t be here,” Mr.
Kelly said as he began his story
with the senior class. In his ju-

Senior Noah Druss prepares to give blood at the fall
blood drive on September 17. The drive collected 162
units of blood, which helped save the lives of 486
people. St. Pius X will host another blood drive in the
spring. Staff photo
nior year at St. Pius, a doctor
discovered a growth behind his
ear during the annual physicals.
After further tests, the
growth was confirmed as
cancerous, but they caught
it early and removed it.
This was only the start of
his long, rough journey.
Fast forward to his last
major illness. Mr. Kelly had
an infection in his colon. After spending four months
in the ICU, he had undergone 18 surgeries and received 133 units of blood.
He wouldn’t have survived
without the amount of blood
available because there is no
substitute for blood. “When
you need blood, you need
blood,” explained Mr. Kelly.
Mr. Kelly highlighted the
impact each donation can
have. Every unit of blood
saves three lives, and this
year the blood drive collected 162 units, meaning our

community saved 486 lives.
“Now think of that. If
you get 200 units of blood,
you’ve saved 600 lives. You
do that twice a year [and]
that’s 1200 people living
that would not be living because of you students and
your parents,” Mr. Kelly said.
He also emphasized the
importance of dedicating
the blood drive to people
in the St. Pius community.
“When we hear statistics like that, it matters,” explained Mr. Kelly, “but it
goes to another level when it
gets personal, when you can
put a face to those numbers.”
These brave men and women courageously faced life and
death situations; they have and
will continue to overcome these
conditions because of a simple,
10-minute donation of blood
from students and faculty right
here in our St. Pius community.

St. Pius X Writing Center
The brand new SPX Writing Center offers personalized,
one-on-one writing tutoring in all subject areas
WRITING CENTER HOURS: Every Tuesday from 3:15-4:45 pm in
either Ms. Dent’s (209) or Ms. Page’s (208) room. Check the sign on the
door to see where we are. Appointments are recommended,
but drop-ins are always welcome!
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JUNGLE
Sept. 25: JV Softball vs. Alpharetta
High School @ Milton High School,
6:30 pm; Varsity
Softball vs. Mount
Vernon Presbyterian School @
Oakhurst Park,
7:00 pm; Football
vs. Grady @ Home,
7:30 pm

ROARS

Upcoming
Athletic Events

Sept. 26: Varsity Softball
Tournament @ Oakhurst
Park; JV Volleyball Team
Tournament @ Home;
Competition Cheerleading multiple team meet @
Grayson High School; Girls’
Cross Country Meet vs. Atlantic Classic Invitational
@ Clinton Farms, 8:00 am;
Freshman Volleyball Team
Tournament @ Johns Creek
High School, 9:00 am; JV
Softball vs. Alpharetta High
School @ Alpharetta North
Park, 9:00 am; Water Polo
Team Tournament @ GAC,
12:00 pm;
Sept. 29: Softball vs. Arabia
Mountain @ Home, 5:00
pm; JV and Varsity Volleyball vs. Marist @ Marist, 5:00
pm, 6:30 pm; Water Polo vs.
Pace Academy @ Pace, 5:00
pm
Sept. 30: Girls’ Cross Country vs. Marist @ Marist, 4:00
pm; Boys’ Cross Country
vs. Marist @ Marist, 4:30
pm; Freshman Volleyball @
Home, 5:00 pm; JV Volleyball @ Woodward, 6:00 pm;
Water Polo vs. GAC @ GAC,
7:00 pm
Oct. 1: Freshman and JV
Football vs. Blessed Trinity
@ Blessed Trinity, 5:00 pm;
JV Football vs Blessed Trinity @ Home, 5:00 pm; Volleyball vs. Buford @ Home,
5:30 pm
Oct. 2: Football vs. Columbia
@ Avondale Stadium, 7:30
pm
Oct. 3: Softball Region Playoffs; Girls’ and Boys’ Cross
Country vs. Great American
XC Festival @ WakeMed
Soccer Complex (NC), 8:00
am and 9:00 am; Water
Polo vs. North Springs High
School @ GAC, 3:00 pm
Oct. 5: Softball Region Playoffs @ Marist
Oct. 6: Softball Region Playoffs @ Marist

All roads lead to fall sports
HANNAH JONES
Staff Writer

Fall sports are back in action, and the quest for more
state titles is already well underway. Whether they’re coming off of a state championship last season or looking to
re-build, each team is focused
and determined to put their
Golden Lion pride on full display this year.
Volleyball
Last Season: Lost to Buford in
the state quarterfinals
2015 Outlook: “We are looking to make it farther in the
state tournament and work
relentlessly as a team,” senior
Jessica Onuorah said.
Players to watch: “Junior
Chloe Anderton who has
amazing stuff blocks, junior
Emily Gray who has amazing
serves, and Olivia Merry who
has high accuracy serve receive
passing,” Onuorah said
Key Matchups: Marist (September 29) and Buford (October 1)

Softball
Last Season: Finished 18-17
and advanced to the second
round of the state playoffs
2015 Outlook: “I hope the varsity team will come together to
get more wins and advance further in the state tournament,”
senior Sydney Lalomia said.
Players to watch: Senior Ashley Hegwood, who is a clutch
pitcher according to Lalomia
Key Matchups: Region playoffs (October 3-8) and state
playoffs (starting October 15)
Girls’ Cross Country
Last Season: State runner-up
behind Marist
2015 Outlook: “We are one of
the most talented teams St. Pius
X has had in many years. We
are returning four state competitors and have several really
talented freshmen,” said assistant coach Ms. Ashley Curlette
Runners to watch: Sisters Ellie
(9th) and Katie Glenn (12th)
Key Matchups: Region meet
(October 28) and state meet
(November 7)

Boys’ Cross Country
Last Season: State champions
for the fourth consecutive year
2015 Outlook: “We are returning very talented runners, and
have the potential to win state
again!” exclaimed senior Joey
Jackson
Runners to Watch: Senior
George Meyer and juniors
Frank Crippen-Ginsberg, Jacob Ressler and Thomas Pardue
Key Matchups: Region meet
(October 28) and state meet
(November 7)
Football
Last Season: State runner-up
2015 Outlook: The team lost
key seniors, but as always they
return another talented group
of athletes.
Players to Watch: Seniors Reed
Egan and Ransom Klinger,
and juniors Grant Holloman
and London Lewis
Key Matchups: Marist (October 9) and Grady (September
25)

Competition Cheerleading
Last Season: Advanced to state
and finished in the top 14
2015 Outlook: ‘We have four
new freshmen, and are returning lots of talent,” said sophomore Riley Luckmann
Players to Watch: Senior
Chloe Tully and sophomore
Mary Butler
Key Matchups: Region competition (November 7) and state
competition (November 13-14)
Water Polo
Last Season: Advanced to the
state semifinals
2015 Outlook: “We hope to
advance further in state this
year, and finish with a solid
record,” senior Ben Cogburn
said.
Players to Watch: Seniors Ben
Steinberg and Cullen Stockmeyer, junior Jordan Chatfield, and sophomore Matthew
Halbig
Key Matchups: Collins Hill
and Norcross

College football fires up passionate fans

MAX LONG
Staff Writer

The temperatures are cooling down and the college football season is heating up as students and faculty are eagerly
awaiting weekly match-ups
with the passion that comes
along with this crowned jewel
of the South.
Ohio State is the early favorite this season. There are 10
SEC teams currently ranked,
with three in the top 10, including Georgia. Both Georgia and
Georgia Tech are in the top 25
to start out the year.
Theology teacher Mr. Ruggiero said his pick to win the
national championship is TCU,
although he’s not exactly sure
why. “What even is a Horned
Frog?” Ruggiero asked. “I dated a girl once who looked like a
Horn Frog. We only went out
once. She ate a bug - that did
for me. It was over.”
As far as other possible contenders, he can’t stand Ohio
State since they stole the 2002
national championship from
his beloved Miami Hurricanes.
He also detests Notre Dame
since they have a contract with
NBC.
Each Friday throughout the
fall, our school is buzzing with
students trash talking their
friends about an upcoming rivalry that Saturday. Students
in Mr. Ruggiero’s classes even

get to participate in his weekly
“Ruggiero’s Friday Football
Picks” on the board.
In recent years, he’s extended these picks to include
high school and NFL as well.
Mr. Ruggiero started doing the
picks with his classes 12 years
ago.
Many classic rivalries are accounted for among the St. Pius
family. Avid Georgia football
fan senior Nicky Williamson
said, “I expect the Dawgs to
have another great season. The
run game should be incredible
with Chubb, Michel and Marshall all getting reps.”
Nick Jones, a Georgia Tech
fan said, “I’m excited for the
Georgia-Georgia Tech game in
November because both teams
should be really good this year.
The last few games have been
really close.”
English teachers Ms. Mary
Martha Spear (Alabama) and
Mr. Eddie Smith (Auburn)
even have their own interdepartmental rivalry. Ms. Spear
emphasized that she never talks
trash with other teachers, but
she added that Mr. Smith is
known to write “War Eagle!”
on her board from time to time.
Senior Brandon Paetznick,
a diehard Ohio State fan, said,
“Ezekiel Elliott is the real deal.
If he doesn’t win the Heisman,
I don’t know who should.”
Other Heisman hopefuls are

Nick Chubb (UGA), Leonard
Fournette (LSU), and Trevone
Boykin (TCU). Jones said he
hopes to see backup Georgia
Tech long snapper and SPX
alum Casey Wilson added to
the list.
Junior Tomas Nadal is just
a casual fan but said he loves
to watch games when he sees
them on the TV. "I'll watch a
game when I'm with my friends

from time to time too," Nadal
said.
Whether you’re a diehard
fan or just a casual observer,
this college football season will
surely not disappoint. If you’re
looking for something exciting
to do on a Saturday, go check
out a college football game.
There are plenty in the area
with Georgia Tech, Georgia
State and UGA all just a short

On game days, students turn to
weekly traditions and ESPN
CHRIS MCNULTY
Staff Writer

It’s Saturday morning in
September and your day revolves around what time your
favorite team is playing. Yep,
college football season has officially kicked off.
Your beloved Georgia Bulldogs may be playing Florida or
they may be playing Tennessee
in week 8 with their National
Championship hopes on the
line. They might even be facing off against Troy as a cupcake game on homecoming.
Either way, you are fired up
because college football is on
TV.
One of the most beautiful
things about college football,
though, is that fans don’t care
if their team is being featured
on primetime TV. They care

about the atmosphere, they
care about the big games and
they care about tradition.
Lifelong season ticket holder senior Laura Sundal said,
“Every Saturday before we go
to Athens, my dad and I put
our Georgia flag on the front
door of our house.”
Senior Clayton Assenmacher also has weekly traditions
when it comes to watching college football. “Every Saturday
I watch the Michigan game
with my pops (dad). Then, I
will most likely go and watch
other games at Taco Mac with
my friends,” Assenmacher
said.
Another tradition for college football fans is watching
ESPN’s “College GameDay”
on Saturday morning. From
continued on pg. 11
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Fall sports athletes are “just a little stitious”
Pre-game superstitions give players a mental edge

MEGAN MITTELHAMMER
Staff Writer

When the leaves change
colors and the weather gets
colder, St. Pius X fall athletes
prepare for another season
in their respective sports.
The athletes prepare both
mentally and physically, but
what most fans don’t know
are the superstitious habits
and rituals that the players
perform before the starting
whistle.
Senior cross country runner Emma Jayne Braxton
chews gum during every
meet, senior football player
Ransom Klinger sleeps in
the same spot for pre-game
naps, the volleyball team
touches the same Wilson volleyball before every game,
senior football player Reed
Egan says a rosary with the
team, and even offensive line

coach Chad Garrison wears
the same pair of socks every
game. But the real question
is, do these superstitions actually work?
“I personally always
have to chew gum,” Braxton said. “It used to be
just so I didn’t get cotton
mouth, but now I think it’s
just a mental thing where
I feel like I always need to
have it.”
At first Braxton didn’t
believe in superstitions, but
now that she has one of her
own, she can’t ignore the
fact that it psychologically
helps her perform better
on the course. Without that
piece of gum, her mouth
could become dry and her
mind would lose its focus
during the race, and Braxton doesn’t want to test that
theory anytime soon.

Klinger has a pre-game superstition or two of his own.
“I’m not a particularly ritualistic person, but I always nap in
the same place [the library] before the game and try to walk
down the stairs with the same
guy [running back Grant Holloman] before every game,”
Klinger said.
He hasn’t changed his
habits since sophomore year
and doesn’t plan on doing so
anytime soon. Like Braxton,
Klinger never thought of himself as overly superstitious,
but, “when one thing seems to
be going right,” Klinger said,
“I’ll stick with it.”
Other football players like
Egan believe that with repetition comes success. “Consistency leads to success,” Egan
said. “When I do something
and then our team has success,
I feel like I should do it every

time or something bad would
happen.”
He listens to the same
songs before the game, wears
the same outfit when he
stretches on Friday mornings,
and even says a rosary with
other team members.
“I say the rosary so that
God will be on our side and
help me play as best I can as
well as help our team win,
which is the most important
goal,” Egan said.
The
varsity
volleyball
players also have a team superstition of their own. Before every game they touch
the same volleyball that has
been signed by former players. “It’s a Wilson volleyball.
It looks like one from ‘Castaway,’” said senior captain
Grace Guynn. Guynn said
they touch the ball because it
is a team ritual that is contin-

ued each year.
Even some of the coaches are getting in on the ritualistic action. Coach Garrison wears the same pair
of socks to every game, but
he doesn’t believe it makes
that big of an impact on
the overall outcome of the
game. Preparing himself
and the players is the most
important aspect towards
the success of the team,
Garrison said.
Even though he claims
he isn’t superstitious, “If [a
superstitious habit] makes
you play better, then I’m
all for it,” Coach Garrison
said.
These and many other
St. Pius athletes are very
superstitious, or in the
words of Michael Scott
they are “just a little stitious.”

started freshman year has
been exhausting, but the
twins can now breathe a
sigh of relief.
“The weight off of my
shoulders has been lifted
because I am not stressed.
I cannot wait to be there
in two years!” exclaimed
Caroline.
The girls’ lacrosse team
had two powerhouse players last year, in juniors
Maggie Cleary and Sarah
Marshall both of whom
caught the eye of top college
recruiters.
Cleary
committed to the Naval
Academy last summer before her sophomore year.
For Cleary, the draw to
the school was not just the

scenery or the people, but it
was also where her dad and
uncle attended, so she grew
up wanting to be a part of that
family tradition.
“I cannot wait to play lacrosse at the college of my
dreams,” Cleary said.
Marshall committed over
the summer to play lacrosse at
Presbyterian College in Clinton, South Carolina. Marshall
knew growing up that she
wanted to go to a Carolina
school.
“I just love South Carolina,” Marshall said. As the time
drew near lots of questions
ran through her head, but
once she was offered a scholarship the decision was not as
difficult. Marshall liked that
Presbyterian was a Christian
college and said she felt comfortable in the small town of
Clinton.
Sophomore Maddie Tippet
committed at the beginning of
September to play volleyball
at Georgia Tech. The coaches,
academics and players really
sealed the deal for her.
“I just really love the coaches, team atmosphere, and the
school itself!” exclaimed Tippet. “Their academics also
made them standout from
other colleges that I was looking at. Georgia Tech has everything that I want.”
Tippet made her decision
rather quickly. Georgia Tech
offered Tippet a scholarship
during her club volleyball sea-

son, and it only took her a
week to make her final decision. “I just knew right away,
that this was the school for
me, and was excited to commit,” said Tippet.
Like the other underclassmen who have already committed, Tippet’s decision
wasn’t overly stressful. “I
have not begun the college
application process, so I did

not feel rushed or stressed
at all,” Tippet said.
As junior and senior
year rolls around, these
athletes will be able to focus more on maintaining
grades and enjoying their
final years of high school
now that they are committed to playing a sport they
love at a school they hope
to love even more.

Underclassmen commit early to colleges

HANNAH JONES
Staff Writer

As the 2015-2016 school
year progresses, so does the
stress of college for seniors.
There are five sophomore
and junior athletes, however, who can already check
that off their list of worries.
The dynamic duo of juniors Caroline and Lexi Orman committed this summer
to play soccer at Samford
University in Birmingham,
Alabama. Both agree that
the small town, coaches and
“family feel” had a major
impact on their decision.
Their older sister Kaitlyn
Orman (’14) is currently on
the women’s soccer team as
well. The long process that

Juniors Lexi and Caroline Orman committed to
Samford University on August 1 where they will
play soccer with their older sister, Kaitlyn. Photo
courtesy of Lexi and Caroline Orman

College football traditions
(continued from pg. 10)

opening weekend in September to the National Championship game in January, Lee
Corso, Kirk Herbstreit and
Reece Davis kick off the show
at 9 am on a school’s campus
that is hosting the week’s biggest game.
For three hours every Saturday
morning,
“College
GameDay” features interviews
with coaches and players, fun
interaction with fans and predictions from each of the hosts.
The widely popular show
caps off with perhaps one of
the most well-known traditions
in college football: Corso’s
headgear pick.
Corso, now 80 years old,
revolutionized “College GameDay” in 1996 when he picked
Ohio State to win the feature
game of the week and put on
Brutus the Buckeye’s mascot
head. At this moment, Corso
started one of college football’s

greatest traditions.
Every Saturday morning,
the lively crowd anxiously
awaits Corso’s prediction as
he reaches under the set’s
desk and reveals his pick to
win with that school’s mascot head.
“You can’t watch the
show without watching
Lee Corso put on the mascot [head piece] for the big
game,” senior Chris Benjamin said.
Whether it’s tailgating
with friends and family on
the campus of your favorite college, cheering on
your team from a local restaurant or eating breakfast
while watching Lee Corso,
traditions drive loyal and
passionate fans across the
country.
As ESPN reminds us every Saturday in the fall, “Get
up. It’s GameDay.”
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Two students and one
teacher are asked a series
of random questions...

Say
What?!

Isabella DiCristina ‘16

Charlie Albert ‘18

Ms. Berrell, Theology

The Bandaids

Charlie and the Alberts

ABBA

A minivan

An elliptical

A Honda Civic

What does your backpack
say about you?

My North Face backpack style is called
“Isabella”...obviously named after me

That I’m not a freshman

That I’m organized most of the time

What is the best thing about
the fall season?

Carving pumpkins with my good friend
Eleni

Pumpkin spice lattes

No comment

What is your favorite thing
to do on Mondays?

Sleep

Watch the inside of my eyelids

Sleep

Life

Publix brand Froot Loops

Oatmeal, warm and comforting

What color is your soul?

Black

Cocoa butter brown

Periwinkle because it’s calm and gentle

What safari animal do you
wish you could be?

Liger

Meerkat

An elephant because it’s intelligent and
nurturing

What punctuation mark
are you?

#basic

The sassy semicolon

An asterisk because I love looking at the
stars

What decade do you wish
you lived in?

100 B.C.

3rd decade of the Paleozoic Era

The 50’s

If you had a band, what
would its name be?
Are you a car, truck
or SUV?

What kind of cereal
are you?

Breeze

way

What is the best advice you
have for the freshmen?

“Don’t wear your
backpack so low”
- Reagan Trivette ‘18

“Don’t sprint to class”
- Chloe Tully ‘16

“Don’t be afraid to have fun.”
-Carolann Stout ‘16
“Get Smaller
Backpacks”
-Nina Burwell ‘18

“Be outgoing!”
- Maria Castro ‘16 “Don’t be so loud”

“Don’t annoy the seniors”
-Michael Wolfman ‘18

- Margaret Ralston ‘16

Banter

