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Dear St. Pius X Family: 

The beginning of the 2020-2021 school year 
has brought challenges for us all--students, 
families, faculty, staff, America, and our global 
community at large.  We all wrestle with 
difficulties in our own lives, but the COVID-19 
pandemic has become a shared struggle.  There is 
a benefit to such communal hardship though-
-we can support each other and allow the 
genuine empathy we experience to unite us, a 
foundational piece of our Catholic faith.

Our faculty has made great strides in providing 
an outstanding educational experience despite 
the circumstances, and the feedback from 
our parents supports this claim.  We know 
that students who are a part of our In-Person 
Population have appreciated the added social 
interaction gained since increasing our numbers 
on September 8th.  But we have also been able 
to protect the health and well-being of all on 
our campus through our continued attention 
to proper sanitizing and physical distancing.  

We know that wearing masks is the very first line of defense against 
this virus, and our students have been wonderful at abiding by this 
expectation, regardless of how uncomfortable it may be at times.  
Though our Full-Time Virtual students may not be physically 
present, they are actively engaged in classes and are contributing to 
the vitality of St. Pius X as if they were in the desks.  

Increasing the in-person education for our students has always been 
our ultimate goal.  We have spent countless hours reevaluating, 
re-examining, and reassessing how to accomplish this.  Yet we have 
been cognizant of the limitations of our facilities to implement best 
physical-distancing practices, the realities of substitute staffing for 
those faculty members particularly at risk, and the necessity to limit 
the spread of the virus should any community members be infected.  
Though there have been confirmed cases of COVID within our 
community, careful contact tracing has highlighted they have been 
spread from outside of our hallways, and it has demonstrated the success 
with which our plans have prevented others from contracting it.

That said, know that beginning Tuesday, October 13th, we will return 
to full in-person learning for our entire student body, five days a 
week. We worked with the Archdiocesan COVID task force and the 
Office of Catholic Schools to make and implement this plan. This 
will be the first time since March that our entire community will 
be back on campus as a Pius family.  The protocols implemented in 
the Archdiocesan schools have been working, as evidenced by the 
extremely low infection numbers of our students.  Furthermore, 
we had already taken the steps necessary to ensure that the safest 
conditions in our classrooms could be maintained: we purchased 
additional air purifiers and plexiglass shields where applicable.  We 
have coordinated with the Archdiocesan COVID Task Force to set 
up desks in the most effective manner possible and will remove extra 

items that prevent the greatest spacing.  Masks will continue to be 
required at all times while on campus.  Temperatures will continue 
to be taken before faculty and students may enter the school, and we 
require families to report all isolation or quarantining to covid@spx.org. 

Please reference the following pages for the October calendar, 
changes to cafeteria seating, updated Full-Time Virtual attendance 
policy, and a Questions page.

IN-PERSON POPULATION/FULL-TIME VIRTUAL STATUS
Please know that we understand that returning in full may require 
some of our families to opt for our Full-Time Virtual (FTV) path, 
while some students who are currently Full-Time Virtual might join 
the In-Person Population (IPP).  If you are going to switch from 
one path to another, please submit the form in the email no later 
than Sunday, October 18 at 8 p.m.  We know this is a significant 
change and some families will find this decision to be one best made 
through experience.  To that effect, we will allow all students to 
attend classes the week of October 13th in order to gather a sense of 
their comfort with their classes before making their decision about 
which path (In-Person or Full-Time Virtual) to select.  ***You must 
complete the form if you want to select a different option than what 
you are currently enrolled in; if you do not complete the form, we 
will assume you are staying with your current status of In-Person 
or Full-Time Virtual.***  Because of the complexities of adjusting 
rosters, arranging classrooms, and preparing to teach for students 
both in and out of the class, this will be the final opportunity this 
semester to switch to In-Person Population learning if you have been 
Full-Time Virtual.  Any families who decide to switch their student 
to Full-Time Virtual after this date will also remain Full-Time Virtual 
until the end of the semester.  All Full-Time Virtual students will be 
expected to follow the regular school day schedule via Zoom or their 
teacher’s preferred method of online engagement.  If you have individual 
concerns, please share those concerns when filling out the form.

DAILY ARRIVAL/DEPARTURE TIMES FOR IPP STUDENTS
In-Person Population students must continue to arrive before 7:30 
a.m. daily in order to be screened for school admittance. Beginning 
October 13th, students must leave campus or be picked up by 4:00 
p.m. daily. The only exceptions to the 4:00 p.m. rule are students who 
are being actively supervised by a teacher or a coach, or students who 
are using the library, in which case they must leave campus when the 
library closes at 4:30 p.m.

PROTECTING OUR STUDENTS AND FACULTY
Preparations for returning to school with more students have 
been underway since the springtime.  In fact, we have spent more 
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than $210,000 in our attempt to ensure a safe environment on 
campus.  We coordinated with our HVAC company to make sure 
our units are running effectively with new filters and sufficient 
fresh air exchange.  For rooms without windows, additional air 
purifiers were purchased for extra safety.  Hand sanitizing stations 
are readily available at every entrance to the school.  During our 
hybrid phases, obviously only a portion of student desks has been 
utilized and spread out to maximize distancing between them.  As 
we return to a full population, we will make use of other areas on 
campus to accommodate rooms and areas that have proven to be 
too tight for safe gathering. For classrooms with shared tables, we 
have purchased more individual student desks to replace these.  We 
will carefully monitor the hallways during passing periods--students 
will still not be able to make use of their lockers during the day, 
and we may request that students dismiss from classes in staggered 
times to eliminate congestion.  Students will be separated during 
lunch periods, utilizing the gym for our Freshmen and Sophomores, 
while Juniors are physically distanced in the cafeteria, and Seniors 
can choose between numerous locations to safely eat their lunches.  
More protective measures are being purchased for other distance-
challenged locations.  Over the summer, several generous donors 
provided face shields for all of our faculty and staff.  We will continue 
to require that students wear masks and allow them to add a face shield 
if they want an added layer of protection in addition to their mask. 

PSAT TESTING
PSAT Testing will be held on Wednesday, October 14 for grades 
10 and 11 only this year. Freshmen will not be attending school on 
October 14. This will be a reading day or academic catch up day for 
the freshmen.  PSAT supplies were ordered more than a month ago, 
when the school was operating in a hybrid schedule. There was not 
space for social distancing to bring in grades 9, 10 and 11 for PSAT 
testing at that time. We determined that grades 10 and 11 could be 
socially distanced throughout the school for test taking.

FINAL EXAMS
At this moment, we anticipate that all students, both In-Person 
Population and Full-Time Virtual, will have to be on campus for final 
exams in December to ensure test integrity.  However, we plan to 
utilize our gyms as a testing place for Full-Time Virtual students to 
keep them safely separated from the rest of the In-Person Population.  
More information will come in the following weeks with regards to 
the schedule of final exams and their specifics.  

PLAYING YOUR PART IN KEEPING OUR SCHOOL OPEN
We urge our families to continue to partner with us off campus 
by following the health and safety guidelines that have allowed 
us to open safely and remain open thus far. Please, when anyone 
in your family is out in public, wear a mask and practice social 
distancing.  We are doing our best to protect all the members of our 
school community. We ask that you do your part to mitigate the 
spread of this virus.  We hope parents and students have noticed 
the extraordinary precautions we have taken in cleaning the school 
and providing the necessary equipment and supplies to keep your 
children, and our faculty and staff, healthy and safe.  Please don’t 
jeopardize the health, safety, well-being, and education of others by 
ignoring the advice of health and safety experts.  

SANITATION OF THE FACILITIES
The school will continue to be sanitized on a daily basis utilizing 
disinfectants and virucides by way of our electrostatic sprayers. 
Student desks are being wiped down at the end of every class; 
restrooms are being sanitized multiple times a day; and hand 
sanitizer is available to students at all entrances and in every 
classroom.

PARKING
As we welcome our entire student body back on campus, those 
students assigned to park in either our baseball or Shallowford 
parking lots will have to use those areas beginning October 13th.  
There will no longer be parking spaces for everyone on the main 
campus.  Over the summer, new lights were installed in the Seaver 
Family Sports Complex to provide better visibility as students make 
their way from those parking areas to campus. Also, there is now a 
Chamblee police officer on campus each school day from 7am until 
5pm to offer protection for our community.

CONTINUED MONITORING OF COVID SITUATION
The St. Pius faculty are dedicated to providing a superior college 
preparatory education for the formation of the mind, body, and spirit 
of each student in accordance with the teachings of the Catholic 
Church.  As St. Paul states, “Do you not know that your body is a 
temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom you have from God, 
and that you are not your own?” (1 Corinthians 6:19).  We must 
not forget that our bodies are gifts from God and must be treated as 
such.  With that in mind, if there is a significant change with respect 
to COVID-19 in our larger community, we may have to revert to 
a hybrid or fully virtual setting.  We will follow the advice of the 
Superintendent of Catholic Schools and the Archdiocesan Task Force, 
as well as the CDC and Department of Health, when making such a 
determination.  

Though it will have only been eight weeks since the start of school 
that we begin this next phase, it has been trying.  It has been a 
deliberately cautious, gradual return to full in-person school.  But 
we must not let our guard down.  We must care for one another, for 
we are one in Christ.  Again, St. Paul reminds us, “As a body is one 
though it has many parts, and all the parts of the body, though many, 
are one body, so also Christ” (1 Corinthians 12:12).  Let us all prepare 
for this phase as one family and as faithful servants of the Lord.  For 
indeed, Domini Sumus. We are the Lord’s. 

Sincerely,

Steve Spellman  Edye Simpson, Ed. D
President   Principal
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CALENDAR

CAFETERIA AND LUNCH PLANS

In order to meet social-distancing requirements, the number of tables in the cafeteria have been reduced and students are seated 
in a staggered fashion. Seating for students has been adjusted to account for the full population. These areas will be monitored 
throughout all lunches. 

• Freshmen are required to sit in the Mark Kelly gymnasium.
• Sophomores are required to sit in the Mark Kelly gymnasium.
• Juniors are required to sit in the cafeteria. 
• Seniors have the privilege of sitting in Messner Plaza, Young Center Lobby, Senior Courtyard and the cafeteria.
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FULL-TIME VIRTUAL (FTV) ATTENDANCE

Students learning virtually (full-time virtual/FTV) are required to submit their attendance by 
8:00 am every day, and at 8:30 on late start days. FTV students must go to the Home Based 
Learning Page on PowerSchool Learning. They are also required to be present for every class 
period and based on the day’s lesson, be it a zoom meeting, a collaborative group activity, or 
an assignment to be turned in, their work is a further testament of their attendance. No tardies 
nor partial day attendance will be granted to virtual students. The Attendance Office will not 
be accepting emails or calls from students explaining why they did not log in and mark their 
attendance before 8 a.m. The Attendance Office will accept emails from parents if there are 
computer issues. Students who are virtual and sign in late should still participate in class and 
complete all of their assignments for the day. If students are sick or need to miss class for any 
reason - doctor’s appointments, family obligations, etc. - then parents must email Mrs. Polzin at 
attendance@spx.org by 9:00 a.m. 

Students who are learning virtually and do not sign in before 8 a.m. will be marked unexcused 
absence (UA) for the day. Students who skip class virtually will receive a write up via email noting 
the skipped class from the teacher, and include the parent email and cc: Ms. Rachel Braham and 
Mr. Mike Lancaster. Ms. Braham or Mr. Lancaster will assign two detentions to the student’s 
disciplinary account, and Mrs. Alyson Metzler will note an Unexcused Absence (UA) for the 
skipped class period. Students who receive a UA for a class period are able to make up assigned 
work or assessments provided they follow the teacher’s syllabus requirements for make-up 
work. The UA notation requires that a teacher assign a grade of 69% of the earned grade for the 

assignment or assessment. What this means is if a student earns a 100% on the assignment 
or assessment during a class noted as UA, he/she will see a posted grade for the assignment 
or assessment of 69 in the gradebook. It is imperative that students and parents follow all 
processes for reporting absences in a thorough and timely manner in order to avoid the 
detentions for skipping class, and/or the reduced grades for assignments or assessments 
due or taken during a missed class period. Advisory is also mandatory and is counted 
for attendance on the days that students meet. Students will receive two detentions for 
skipping an Advisory session just as they will for skipping the class session as noted 
above.  
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QUESTIONS

ACADEMIC

Does Pius need substitute teachers to assist those faculty who will be teaching from home?
We have continually been working with our faculty to provide a safe and secure environment, and we have been able to reduce the number of 
faculty originally planning to teach from home when we return to 100%. If you are interested in a possible long-term substitute position, or 
helping daily in the cafeteria during the lunch periods, please notify Rachel Braham at rbraham@spx.org.

Will full-time virtual learners continue to be taught in the same manner in which they are learning now?
Teachers may or may not follow the same pattern for teaching full-time virtual students as they did during the first eight weeks of school. All 
Full-Time Virtual students will be expected to follow the regular school day schedule via Zoom or their teacher’s preferred method of online 
engagement.

COVID-19 

How will we manage a report of COVID-19 now that we cannot adequately social distance in classrooms or hallways?
The guidelines for managing positive reports of COVID-19 remain the same. We will, however, have to take into account the reduced spacing in 
classrooms. The limited spacing between students means that the total number of individuals exposed to a positive case will likely rise.

We are not sure that it’s safe to send our student back full time. Can I send my student to school to see what he/she thinks and then decide? 
Yes. We know this is a significant change and some families will find this decision to be one best made through experience.  To that effect, we 
will allow all students to attend classes the week of October 13th in order to gather a sense of their comfort with their classes before making their 
decision about which path (in-person or full-time virtual) to select. Decisions must be made by Sunday, October 18th at 8 p.m. Please use the 
form linked in the email dated September 29th to make any changes to your student’s current status.

What if I send my student to school full-time and then decide later on that I do not feel it is safe. Can I switch my child to full-time virtual? 
Yes. After October 18th, you can switch your child to full-time virtual by sending an email to schoolchoice@spx.org. However, once your child is 
registered as full-time virtual, they must remain so through the end of the semester.

When my in-person population student doesn’t feel well or has some appointments during the day, can we just do virtual learning for a day or 
two?

As an in-person population student (IPP), a parent must contact SPX whenever a student is unable to attend classes as required in order to be 
marked absent excused (AE).
 
Students cannot simply choose to float over to virtual attendance on an IPP day for any reason.  If you have a situation that causes you to be 
absent (for whatever reason) then you will simply be absent for the day.  Teachers are not required to accommodate an in-person student 
virtually.  Students will be marked absent for the day and cannot participate in after school activities (clubs, sports, fine arts, etc.).
 
If a student is going to be absent for multiple days (i.e. travel), a parent must provide those details to the Attendance Office so that the proper 
paperwork for an Informed Absence can be completed.
 
If your intent is to switch to full-time virtual (FTV) please email schoolchoice@spx.org to reach Mr. Griffith, Dean of Academics.
 
If, however, a student is experiencing COVID symptoms, or must quarantine, parents must email covid@spx.org to begin that process with St. 
Pius.  Students who are quarantined will be able to work with teachers for class access and/or assignments which may differ with each teacher.
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PARKING/EVENTS/SPORTS

My student has been parking on campus but has a Shallowford Lot/Baseball Lot tag. Does he/she now need to park in the Shallowford Lot/
Baseball Lot?

Yes.  Students will be required to park in their assigned parking area (assigned by permit) beginning October 13th.

Will St. Pius X start hosting some of the events that were cancelled, including events like Marketplace?
We will continue to abide by social distancing guidelines that call for six feet of distance whenever possible. Unfortunately it is very difficult to 
maintain those guidelines with larger events and especially in indoor spaces. We regret that we cannot safely host these types of events at this 
time.

Will the guidelines for sports change now that students will return to in-school instruction five days a week? Can students and other non-
family spectators attend games?

All SPX athletic guidelines related to COVID-19 remain in effect. Sporting events will still be limited to immediate family only. The full set of 
guidelines can be found here. 
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The novel coronavirus, COVID-19, has been declared a worldwide pandemic by the World Health Organization. COVID-19 is extremely contagious 
and is believed to spread mainly from person to person through respiratory droplets when an infected individual coughs, sneezes or speaks. As 
a result, government agencies at all levels and federal, state and local health agencies recommend social distancing and have placed limits on the 
congregation of groups of individuals.

St. Pius X Catholic High School has put preventative measures in place to reduce the spread of COVID-19; however, the school cannot guarantee that 
you or your child(ren) will not become infected with COVID-19. Further, attending activities on the campus of St. Pius X Catholic High School could 
increase your risk and that of your children for contracting COVID-19. 

While St. Pius X will make all reasonable efforts to lower the risk of COVID-19 exposure and spread at school, the school is unable to provide any 
guarantee that students or their families will not be exposed to or infected by COVID-19. By enrolling your child(ren) in and attending school, you 
acknowledge the contagious nature of COVID-19 and voluntarily assume the risk that you, your child(ren) and or other family members may be 
exposed to or infected by COVID-19. 

It is expected that students and other school family members will follow the preventative measures and guidelines implemented at St. Pius X including 
not coming to the school premises if demonstrating any signs or symptoms of COVID-19.  

ASSUMPTION OF RISK RELATING TO COVID-19

As a reminder, if you have any questions, please visit our Back to School page, www.spx.org/backtoschool for the most current information or email 
questions@spx.org.
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