
St Pius X Lion’s Den Invitational 2018 – Rules and Regulations 

Admissions Policy:  
All band directors and staff will receive passes to attend the contest and will be provided full access to all facilities all 
day. Chaperones will be issued 1 pass /wristband per 10 students. Bands will receive an additional eight (8) passes I 
wristbands for individuals assisting with pit percussion equipment and props. All additional supporters of your 
organization must purchase tickets at the gate on their own, or you can request a check from your band boosters or 
school for extra tickets if you have budgeted for this.  

Band Coordination:  
Performance order in each class will be determined by date of online registration first, and then will be confirmed once 
all registration fees have been received by St Pius.  All bands have a scheduled pre-performance warm-up area available 
for their use on athletic fields with yard lines marked on them. The location and time of your warm-up will be 
determined by the Lion’s Den Contest Committee after the performance order is determined. There will be a site map 
included in the director’s packet that will soon be sent to you once you have registered. In this packet, you will find 
areas designated for band check-in, bus parking, and unloading of participants, instruments and equipment. Student 
Guides will be assigned to each band and will assist their assigned band throughout the day. A final schedule will be 
sent to you as soon as we reach the registration deadline. Each band will be scheduled to perform in 20 minute 
intervals. All bands must enter the stadium, perform, and clear the performance area within their 20 minutes of 
allotted time. Timing begins when the first member enters the performance field and ends when the last member 
leaves the performance field. Penalties will be given after the 20 minute limit. All units will be judged from the press 
box, with the exception of pit percussion. 

Classification:  
Bands will enter the competition according to the number of wind players. Bands may enter a higher classification but 
not a lower one.  
 

 Number of Wind  
Class  Players  

A  0-40  
AA  41 - 55  

AAA  56 - 79  
AAAA  80 - 100  
Open  101 +  

Contest Format:  
All bands will perform in contest, but may also choose to do ratings and/or comments only. Your band will still 
have to perform during the competition in your appropriate sized class. You may not move up in class size if you 
are doing comments/ratings only. You may only move up in class size if competing for a ranking. If you choose to 
move up a class, that decision will be final and cannot be changed after the contest director confirms with you. 
The field of competition will be divided into two distinct divisions, each with its own set of awards and separate 
grand champion. The “Brevis” division will be comprised of A-AA class bands, and the “Magnus” division will be 
comprised of AAA-Open class bands; groups will perform throughout the day in class order from smallest to 
largest.  A group will only compete against the other groups in its own division.   
 
Judges: 
A list of judges’ names will be given to all registered band directors as soon as possible.



 
Band Judging:  
Bands will be adjudicated in the following captions: 2 Music Performance Judges, 1 Music Effect Judge, 2 Visual 
Performance Judges, 1 Visual Effect Judge, plus one caption judge each for Pit Percussion, Battery Percussion, Color 
Guard (Auxiliaries), and Drum Major. The total percussion score will be an average of battery and pit scores. If your 
band has only one or the other, the one section’s score will count as the full percussion average.  Bands and captions 
receiving a superior or excellent rating will receive a trophy. Bands and all captions will be eligible for first, second, 
and third place awards in class. Should a tie occur between any two bands’ final averaged scores, the band with the 
highest Music Performance average will win the tie. Should a caption tie occur between any two bands, the band 
with the highest score in the ‘Excellence’ category for that caption will win the tie. 

Rating System:   
Superior  85 - 100  
Excellent  70 -84  

Good  60 - 69  
Fair  59 and below  

Awards:  
Trophies will be awarded to bands and captions for Superior and Excellent ratings. Trophies will also be awarded 
for   1st, 2nd, and 3rd rankings in class for band, and captions. There will also be a Grand Champion Band Award for 
the highest scoring band in each division (“Brevis” & “Magnus”) regardless of class size. There will also be Grand 
Champion Percussion and Color Guard (Auxiliaries) Awards given for the highest scoring unit in each division 
(“Brevis” & “Magnus”) regardless of class size. 

 
Awards ceremony: 
The awards ceremony for both divisions, “Brevis” and “Magnus” will take place at the end of the day. All bands 
are expected to remain at the contest after their performance to support other bands and to participate in the 
awards ceremony. If your band or band members have an extenuating circumstance that prevents this, please let 
the contest director know as soon as possible. Each band should have a representative group of leaders and 
drum majors present on the field prior to the beginning of the awards ceremony. Directors and staff should 
maintain supervision of both the students on the field and in the stands.  
 
Band Gear, Guard Gear, Pit Percussion, & Props: 
All band trailers will be parked in the lots above the stadium level. After warm-ups, your band members and crew 
helpers will need to roll/carry all gear down on a sidewalk that is only 59 inches wide (*PLEASE MEASURE THE WIDTH OF 
YOUR PROPS AND PIT GEAR NOW!). We expect most bands to be able to do this (ours has no problem with this sized 
path). The path has a nice gradual slope and is not very steep. To accommodate groups moving up and down the path 
with the given width constraint, we ask that your students remain in a single file line in transition to and from the 
field. 
 
*Oversized Props or Pit Gear: 
YOU MUST NOFTIFY THE CONTEST DIRECTOR IMMEDIATELY IF YOU ARE BRINGING OVERSIZED PROPS OR PIT GEAR THAT 
WILL NOT FIT ON OR ROLL DOWN A 59” WIDE SIDEWALK PATH. 
If your props/pit gear will not fit on a 59” path, it is possible that with the contest director’s advance permission, you will 
be allowed to park or drop off next to the performance field to unload and store your oversized props/pit gear there 
until your band performs. It is mostly gravel parking, so be advised. We plan to put down a plywood path to help you roll 
your props and pit to the field from this area. While in this allotted larger prop/pit area, your props/pit crew must keep 
quiet at all times during other band performances, and wait patiently until your band’s allotted time to assemble your 
oversized props/pit. You will mostly be able to do this during the times in between band performances, but not while 
other bands take the field to perform. Your Pit members will need to warm up on the field and will be given some extra 
time to do this.   PLEASE NOTE: If a violation occurs, FIRST a warning by the contest director will be issued to bands or 
crew; if a second time occurs, a score penalty will be given of minus .5 to the final band average. If a third or more 



offense occurs, a penalty of minus 1.0 per violation could be given. This will be at the discretion of the contest director. 
Directors are welcome to make an appointment to drop by the contest location to inspect the size of the rolling path 
and facility in general. Email cpaetznick@spx.org to set up a visit 
 
Concessions:  
There will be an assigned area open all day for all food, drink and concessions just a few steps next to the main level stadium area on the 
girls’ softball field. There will be another concessions area inside the stadium that will only be open on lunch break, dinner break, and 
before the St Pius Band performs in exhibition. Please remember that this contest is also a fundraiser for our band. Please have your 
students and parents patronize our concessions throughout the day. We will be sure to have fair prices for food and drink. 
Please contact the contest director if you wish to pre-order meals for your band members. cpaetznick@spx.org 
 
Driving Directions: 
St. Pius X Catholic High School 
2674 Johnson Rd NE, Atlanta GA 30345 
www.spx.org 
*A very specific contest site diagram and set of registration and parking instructions will be sent to each director once 
your band is fully registered and all fees have been paid. 
 
Lion’s Den Ticket Prices: 
All Day Admission Adults (18 +): $10.00  
All Day Admission Students (ages 11-18): $ 5.00  
Children 10 & Under: Free  
Parking is Free.  
 
Cash Only Please 
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