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Dear Golden Lion Families,

We have been blessed this year 
with great students and incredibly 
supportive families striving to 
strengthen our Pius mission. This 
can be seen in all that we accomplish 
academically, artistically, athletically 
and in our service to our neighbors. 
Another area that has been a blessing 

is in planning—we are looking forward to the next 
year, five years, even 50 years down the road. With 
the interest and energy surrounding our future, we’ve 
started a new Master Plan to dream what is in store 
for the facilities at St. Pius X Catholic High School. 

Our Master Plan committee had its first big meeting 
and were instructed to walk each foot of the campus 
and look at what we have with fresh eyes. It was eye 
opening! We are blessed with a beautiful campus, but 
we need to care for it as it ages and improve where 
there is need. As the next few months transpire, 
we’ll be seeking input for our planning and talking 
about what is next on the horizon and what could 
be possible—from planning to acquire land on 
Johnson Road that used to be part of our campus, 
to exploring ways to improve safety around our 
physical space.

Some of the desired improvements have not waited 
for long-range planning but were either necessary 
to tackle now, or it was simply the right time. We’ve 
been blessed by a benefactor who helped us move 
our softball field over to the Seaver Family Sports 
Complex to share space with our baseball team. 
While this will mean fewer rain-outs for our girls 
(their current field can be a quagmire), we hope it 
will highlight both programs. Our new portable 
pitching mound is state-of-the art technology and 
allows for quick transition between the sports. In the 
near future, we hope to move forward with installing 

From the President
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lighting, building locker rooms, bathrooms, 
concession facilities, and a press box to serve not 
only these fields, but a tennis complex to come. Stay 
tuned!

Lastly, we’ve installed a set of security beacons across 
campus, from Shallowford lot over to the Senior 
parking lot. These beacons signal that Chamblee’s 
finest are but a few minutes away. Though we hope 
they are never needed, we wanted to add a level of 
security for our students, families, faculty and staff as 
they walk to cars and cross our campus. Your Annual 
Fund support, which has been awe inspiring, has 
helped these beacons come to fruition.

It is exciting to plan for the future and to make 
our campus a safer, more competitive, and more 
attractive home for our Golden Lions. I want to 
thank you for all your support with these projects 
and in the great plans we have in store for the future.

Yours in Christ,

Chad Barwick
President



From the Principal

Dear Parents and Friends of St. Pius X,

Happy New Year!  I hope the 
Christmas season was a time of joy 
and happiness for each of you and 
your families and that the promise 
of that baby born 2,000 years ago 
still lives and continues to guide 
us in 2018.

Research tells us that the average high school principal 
makes over a thousand independent decisions in 
the course of a day.  Most of these decisions pale 
in comparison to the most important decision 
(according to the students) we have to make:  when to 
call off school for inclement weather, or to allow them 
to come out of uniform due to the bitter cold.  How 
we handle this decision is the ultimate test of what we 
are made of.  If you will pardon the metaphor, it’s a 
“crossing the Rubicon” type of decision.  

Picture this, a storm is forecast (I have long believed 
it is a Publix/Kroger conspiracy to get rid of their 
milk and bread---just kidding) and all of a sudden 
I become a much sought-after person with casual 
comments from teachers such as, “Heard anything 
about the weather?” “Any idea what you’re thinking?”   
Or even better, “Look, I don’t care what you do, just 
do it early so I don’t have to get up.”  The students 
are the best; they just tell it like it is.  “Mr. Spellman, 
PLEASE call off school tomorrow, I have a big 
test.”  Or, “You know current research indicates that 
teenagers need their sleep, help us out” or the true 
guilt trip statement, “Our safety in driving in bad 
weather rests in your hands, absolutely no pressure 
Mr. Spellman.” I am also acutely aware that many 
students will experience perhaps some of their most 
sincere prayers, maybe even the beginning of a 
religious conversion, in hopes that I make the “right” 
decision.  
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Now imagine its 4:30 a.m. and I am on the phone 
with Mr. Barwick, “Well, what are we going to do?”  
“I don’t know, have you heard from Blessed Trinity, 
Our Lady of Mercy or Marist?”  “No, I’ll call Our Lady 
of Mercy and Marist, you call Blessed Trinity and 
see what they are planning,” and the calls keep being 
traded until someone summons up the “wisdom” to 
make a decision so that we can “all be together” as no 
one wants to stand alone in making decisions of this 
magnitude.  

Usually by 5 a.m. the decision is made and calls (with 
a double secret code) are made to all the media outlets 
and e-mails, texts, and posts prepared to distribute 
all accompanied by a silent prayer of “I hope this is 
the right decision.”  Even the best decisions, made 
in the dark, in our pajamas, without much data, are 
not enough to thwart the “Call off school?  What 
a ridiculous decision, this is nothing, you should 
have seen it when I was young in Chicago,” type of 
comments.  

The inner satisfaction in making such lofty decisions 
lies in the fact that I have made 1,100 students and 
138 faculty and staff members the happiest people 
on the planet.  There is nothing that compares with a 
snow day.  It’s a day when Atlanta stops, where classes 
and meeting are put off, a day in which time stands 
still while this gift comes unexpectedly to us.  A free 
day, a day to sleep, to read, to talk on the phone, to 
go outside and experience the weather, or simply—to 
do nothing. In my heart, I also know that in light of 
the many decisions I must make as a principal, it is 
perhaps the only decision that even comes close to 
making everyone happy!
     
Warmest regards, 

Steve Spellman
Principal
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60 Years of St. Pius X

leadership of the second principal, Fr. Jack 
Cotter, the school grew quickly, nearly 
doubling enrollment and earning a strong 
reputation in the community. In the first 
decade, the school attained accreditation by 
the Southern Association of Colleges and 
Schools and was well-known for its state 
championship winning football program 
led by George B. Maloof. When asked why 
the school was so successful, so quickly, 
Harrison replies, “Parents...to work with 
the school and the programs in the school, 
volunteer to do things, man the concession 
stand at the games, be there for their 
students. I think the key to all of education is 
if you can get the home supporting what the 
school is trying to do. Without the parents, 
I don’t care how much money you put into 
it, it isn’t going to succeed. We need to have 
strong families to have a strong country, to 
have a strong community.”

In 1967 with the closing of Drexel High 
School, the first African American students 
enrolled in St. Pius X, followed by D’Youville 
Academy, a private Catholic school for 
girls. These students each brought their 
own traditions and experiences to St. Pius 
X. During this time, we welcomed faculty 
from the Monroe, Michigan Province of the 
Sisters, Servants of the Immaculate Heart 
of Mary Community, which helped the 

Founded in 1958, St. Pius X Catholic High 
School was established by Rt. Rev. Msgr. 
Cornelius L. Maloney, Ph.D., the first 
Superintendent of Catholic Schools, with 
the intent of being the state’s first Catholic 
co-educational secondary school.

Upon opening its doors, the school 
welcomed 418 students and had a staff of 15 
sisters (from four different religious orders: 
Grey Nuns of the Sacred Heart, Sisters of 
Notre Dame de Namur, Sisters of St. Joseph 
of Carondolet, and the Religious Sisters of 
Mercy), six lay teachers, and one priest, all 
under the direction of our first principal, Fr. 
James Harrison. Fr. Harrison worked hard 
to ensure the school was prepared for the 
students, down to the details of the state-of-
the-art desks.    

Fr. Harrison recalls  the first day of class 
as one of chaos, with students arriving 
prepared to pay their $90 of tuition, and yet, 
there were “no books set up for indicating 
who had paid what. I remember the Grey 
Nuns helped us out on that. They took all 
of it home to the Convent, sat down at the 
table, and figured it all out.” After that, the 
school hired someone who would come in 
once a week to manage the books. 

Under Harrison’s leadership and the 

school continue to achieve high standards of 
academic excellence. 

In the 1970’s, under the leadership of the 
third principal, Fr. Richard Kieran, the 
school began a period of self evaluation, 
seeking creative and innovative ways to 
educate students. Thus, the school began 
experimenting  with “open classroom” 
techniques. Open Classroom challenged 
students to take responsibility for their own 
education and decision-making. Class times 
were varied, curriculum was developed at 
an accelerated pace, and teachers sought 
to educate the individual student through 
materials such as “LAPS” (Learning Activity 
Packets). 

In 1973, Fr. James Sextone was appointed 
principal of St. Pius X. The school continued 
operating with an open classroom model, 
while at the same time adopting and 
adapting new techniques from other 
schools and universities. Despite the 
incredible growth of the curriculum, the 
administration began to re-evaluate the 
amount of responsibility placed on the 
students.

Msgr. Terry Young, the school’s fifth 
principal, recalls countless interviews with 
all of the faculty and staff, parents, and 

A Look Back Through the Years 
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students and the subsequent decision to 
move forward from the open classroom 
setting. New programs were introduced to 
meet the needs of underachieving students 
and students with learning disabilities. 
Structure and organization were put in 
place for the school day and the school 
began celebrating Mass as an entire school 
community. In addition, Msgr. Young 
focused on creating a fine arts program at St. 
Pius X. 

The school continued to grow rapidly 
through the seventies. Its first gymnasium 
was dedicated in 1975 along with four 
additional classrooms, which were necessary 
to meet the needs of a growing student 
body. Following the closure of St. Joseph’s 
High School in 1976, St. Pius X’s African 
American population grew from one percent 
to ten percent in one year. 

By 1979, the growing number of students 
seeking admission to St. Pius X and the need 
for new facilities to house the developing 
arts program, computer education, and 
the expansive library collection brought 
about the need for an archdiocesan 
capital funds drive. In 1985, Archbishop 
Thomas Donnellan dedicated the new 400 
seat performing arts center, facilities for 
dance, drama, and music, a 36,000 volume 
library, a renovated chapel, a computer lab, 
additional classrooms, and renovations to 
the cafeteria and gym. Shortly thereafter, a 
new track was constructed. The next school 
year opened with 975 students. Young’s 
tenure  was marked with difficulties and 
many accomplishments. Reflecting back 
on his time as principal, he says, “The 
one thing I really miss about being a high 
school principal is not being in a learning 
environment, not being a part of that. I miss 
not seeing the world through the eyes of 
another generation.”

Donald Sasso was appointed principal in 
1991, when the school was experiencing 
continued growth. Along with the dedication 
of the Lions’ Den came the construction 
of offices for advancement and alumni 
and a renewed focus on increasing the 
school’s Annual Fund and alumni activity. 
The school’s original building, Maloney 
Hall received a complete facelift with new 
windows and a brick facade to enhanced 
energy efficiency and appearance. 

In an effort to continue to reach new heights, 
Sasso led a group of faculty and staff in the 
formation of a long-range strategic plan to 
define the vision of the school. A science 
wing with seven labs and classrooms, an 
additional gymnasium, lockers, and major 
renovations in Maloney Hall were included. 
Additionally, an extensive computer 
technology effort was completed, resulting 
in computers being integrated throughout 
the curriculum and all aspects of the school.

In 2000, Steve Spellman became principal of 
St. Pius X, bringing 30 years of experience 
to the table. Spellman led the community 
in a strategic planning process, which 
culminated in the 2002 Strategic Plan and 
the campus master plan. The Building on 
Faith Capital Campaign, the school’s first 
major capital campaign, was launched. In 
March 2004, construction began on the 
enlargement of the stadium and cafeteria, 
along with the expansion of the fine arts 
wing. Maloof Stadium doubled in size, a new 
concession stand and press box were built, 
and sprint turf was added to the field. A new 
bookstore and copy room were renovated 
and the fine arts addition offered a band, 
choral, and guitar classroom with storage, 
office space, a new art room, enlarged dance 
and drama rooms, new dressing rooms 
and storage space. In addition, a significant 
portion of funds was added to the school’s 
endowment fund.

Spellman’s focus on the 
students and belief that 
“a school is nothing 
but brick and mortar, 
it’s what’s inside that 
counts” contributed 
greatly to his success. 
Under his tenure, 
St. Pius X earned 
AdvancEd District-
Wide Accreditation. 
Through the 
Expanding Our Legacy 
Capital Campaign, 
the footprint of the 
school expanded 
by an additional 12 
acres of property, which 
include the Seaver Family 
Sports Complex and additional 
parking. 

During the 2015-16 academic year, the 
strategic plan was reviewed again and with 
the support of the Archdiocese, St. Pius X 
moved toward a President-Principal model. 
Chad Barwick was hired in 2016 to lead the 
school alongside Spellman. Immediately 
immersed in the long-range vision of St. 
Pius X, Barwick has begun a new master 
plan, envisioning St. Pius X’s growth ten and 
15 years down the road.

Today, St. Pius X continues its mission of 
providing a college-preparatory education 
for the formation of the mind, body, 
and spirit of each student in accordance 
with the teachings of the Catholic 
Church. Academically, the school offers a 
comprehensive college-prep program with 
21 advanced placement classes. Both the 
athletics program and the fine arts program 
continue to be recognized throughout the 
country for their work. Students enjoy Mass 
together on a monthly basis, but have the 
opportunity to attend daily. Multiple mission 
trips are offered each year with great student 
interest. In all, our community continues to 
build and improve on the foundation set 60 
years ago, all in support of our school motto, 
Domini Sumus. We are the Lord’s.
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ST. PIUS X

60TH ANNIVERSARY

The Lions and Legacies 60th anniversary gala is quickly approaching!   This incredible 
evening will be held in the newly dedicated Mark Kelly Gymnasium on March 3, 
2018.  It will be a night of both celebrating our 60th anniversary and raising money 
for a new bus and the St. Pius X Endowment Fund.

Sip on a “Lion Lager” or the evening’s specialty drink in a commemorative glass while 
you bid on the amazing silent and live auction items, buy a chance for one free year of 
tuition, enjoy a fabulous dinner, and listen to music by The Stephen Lee Band.   

Only 500 tickets will be sold, so get yours before they’re gone!  Go online to purchase 
your tickets now for what will be an evening of fun and fellowship with your St. Pius 
X family!  

Visit www.spx.org/gala to buy your gala tickets today!

! SAVE THE DATE! 
MARCH 3, 2018

Auction items include:
- a beautiful Golden Lion diamond

- Super Bowl tickets, Masters 
package, US Open tickets

- Vacation Rentals
- Athletics Memberships
- and so much more!

PURCHASE YOUR 
TICKETS AT SPX.ORG 

TODAY!

We are excited to announce 
     the following auction items:

- Golden Lion Diamond (yellow diamond pendant 
necklace in four-prong setting on gold chain)
- Two super platinum and two platinum athletic 
booster memberships
- Masters Tuesday Package (two tickets to the 
Official Masters Practice Round and full access to 
the Foundry at Rae’s Creek)
- Courtside tickets to the US Open at Arthur Ashe 
Stadium in New York
- Two Upper Level - Endzone tickets for the 2019 
Super Bowl at Mercedes Benz Stadium and VIP 
Pre-Game party passes
- Two reserved seats for all 2018 home football 
games (along with personalized stadium seats)
- Four bedroom, four bathroom Santa Rosa Beach 
house – steps to the beach!
- Beautiful jewelry, restaurant gift cards and much 
more!

*If you have something you’d like to donate, please email 
the gala team at gala@spx.org.

Become a Sponsor of the Gala
We would love to showcase your business through our online 
catalog and newsletters sent to our current school families and 
our extensive alumni network.  Our parents, families, and alumni 
will strongly support the businesses that have so generously made 
donations to the St. Pius X gala.

Another great way to sponsor the gala is to gather a group of 
your friends and purchase a sponsorship together!  At both the 
Marquise and Brilliant Sponsorship Level you will receive your 
group’s own gala table, VIP parking for the event, exclusive 
invitation to the VIP party, logo/name recognition and an ad 
showcasing your support in the gala program. 

To find your perfect sponsorship level, visit www.spx.org/gala. 

Follow the gala on Facebook at www.facebook.com/
SPXAuctionGala.

Win a Full Year of Tuition at St. Pius X
Win a full year of St. Pius X Catholic High School tuition (for 
currently enrolled students). Purchase your tickets today for $50 
at spx.org/gala.
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AT A GLANCE

HOMETOWN: Snellville, Georgia

HIGH SCHOOL: Brookwood High School

COLLEGE/DEGREES: Valdosta State University/
Business Education and Kennesaw State University/
Masters in Instructional Technology and Certified 
Online Instructor

CLASSES TAUGHT/EXTRACURRICULARS: 
I teach Computer Applications, Computer Publishing 
and Graphics and Media Technology. I coached the 
JV girls basketball team from 2010 to 2014. I am a 
moderator for the Video Production Club, Graphic 
Design Club and IT Help Desk Club.

FAMILY: Married to Ben, with a cat named Chloe and a 
dog named Lewis.

YEARS AT SPX: 7

FAVORITE BOOK: 
All of the Emily Giffin books.

FAVORITE MOVIE: Anything Marvel.

FAVORITE QUOTE: 
“Be Kind Whenever Possible, It is Always Possible”

LITTLE KNOWN FACT ABOUT YOURSELF: 
I am obsessed with Marvel and Disney.

HOBBIES: Kickboxing, design, and watching movies. 

PERSON YOU’D MOST LIKE TO MEET: Johnny Depp

FIRST JOB: In high school, I worked at a batting cage. 
My first “real” job after college was St. Pius X! 

FAVORITE ST. PIUS X MEMORY: 
I have two memories. One of my first days here, Liz 
Schupp and I were trying on our teacher gift for the year 
which were vests. I remember us dying laughing as we 
tried them on! It was a great bonding experience to have 
with my department chair. My second favorite memory 
is with the Class of 2014, my first class to have freshman 
through senior year. When I coached basketball they 
were also my first players on the JV team and I just really 
enjoyed getting to know the girls and felt I developed a 
special relationship with each of them.

Faculty Feature
Getting to know...Mrs. Ashley Wright 

At St. Pius X, we believe that some of our 
greatest assets are our faculty and staff. These 
extraordinary people strive to give our students 
an excellent education, allowing them to 
achieve their greatest potential. We invite you 
to take a moment to learn more about the 
people who keep our classrooms running.

Ashley Wright, a Georgia native, began 
working at St. Pius X seven years ago in the 
Business and Computer Science Department, 
where she currently teaches Computer 
Applications, Computer Publishing and 
Graphics, and Media Technology. In Computer 
Applications, she teaches students the basics 

in different programs they may need for high school and college, while 
in Publishing and Graphics, students learn parts of the Adobe Suite in 
Photoshop, Animate, Audition, and Character. In this course, students learn 
how to manipulate images, create cartoons, record audio for animations 
and create characters. In her Media Technology class, students learn how 
to film using different equipment, lights, and mics. In addition, students 
learn to edit footage in Adobe Premiere and After Effects. This course allows 
students to work with various groups on campus to help create videos used 
to promote and advertise St. Pius X.  

Named a Teacher of Excellence in 2014 for creatively reaching students 
of differing abilities, supporting the mission, and for her commitment 
to professional development, Wright is also the moderator for the Video 
Production Club, Graphic Design Club, and IT Help Desk Club. She enjoys 
problem-solving with her students and learning new technology. She is 
currently working on becoming certified in Adobe Photoshop and hopes 
to continue her certification in Animate and Premiere within the next 
academic year. “From day one I have felt welcomed by the faculty, staff, 
parents and students. I have built life-long relationships with my students 
and their families. Teaching at this school has given me the opportunity 
to build a family outside of my bloodline.”  Her favorite class to teach is 
Animate. “I really enjoy seeing students get excited about a skill they had no 
idea they could do!”  

Wright met her husband of five years in high school and together they enjoy 
watching movies in their home theater and volunteering at local animal 
shelters, where they serve as advocates for the pitbull breed. 
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The 60 year legacy of St. Pius X is nothing short 
of impressive. From outstanding academics 
and athletics, to our skillful fine arts - our 
school has great mastery in its traditions and 
heritage. But one of the greatest strengths of 
our school community is our Catholic Identity. 
With our motto that boldly proclaims, Domini 
Sumus, We are the Lord’s, St. Pius X puts 
its heart and identity in our Merciful God - 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. While Catholic 
Identity is a responsibility of all our faculty, 
staff, and administration, the Campus Ministry 
department of St. Pius X focuses on working to 
foster and grow Catholic Identity by promoting 
a personal relationship with the living and true 
God, Jesus Christ, on our campus and in the life 
of the school.

Over the last several years, the Campus Ministry 
department has made great strides to create 
the space necessary for our school community 
to grow in our faith. From mission trips and 
retreats, to pilgrimages and penance services, 
these large scale projects have made for powerful 
experiences. But what happens for the faith life 
of the school on a daily basis? A weekly basis? 
First and foremost, as a St. Pius X community, 
we offer Mass before school each morning, and 
in the afternoons on Friday. The Holy Sacrifice 
of the Mass, the liturgy, is the privileged place 

Campus Ministry
News and Updates from Campus Ministry 

of worship, “the source and summit of our faith” 
(CCC 1324). When the 7:15 a.m. bells ring in 
the dim morning courtyard, you know Mass is 
about to take place. Melissa Ginther, a daily Mass 
attendee describes, 

Msgr. Lopez always says that Christ is 
the first lesson we teach as a Catholic 
school. As a teacher, this is important 
for me, because the way we fulfill our 
mission here at Pius is to first receive 
Christ that we might give Him to others.” 

Doug Wagner, mathematics teacher at St. Pius 
X says of his time spent in the chapel, “If this 
is where Jesus Christ is on campus, then that’s 
where I want to be.” Fr. Michael Silloway, our 
chaplain, says Mass every day at school with the 
help of Msgr. Richard Lopez, who assists weekly. 
Our fearless leaders, President Chad Barwick 
and Principal Steve Spellman, set the tone for our 
school, attending daily Mass even in the midst of 
extremely busy schedules. 

In addition to Mass, Campus Ministry offers 
morning events that continue to help students 
and faculty jump start their day by focusing their 
gaze on Christ. 14:8 Bible Study was kick started 
by Fr. Michael Silloway, who leads the Wednesday 
morning conversation. Breakfast flows, Bibles are 
open, and students gather to discuss the readings 
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Lion Leaders Congratulate 
Nigel Sapp: 2017 Leader 
on Purpose

The Leader on Purpose is an honor 
and title bestowed upon Lion 
Leaders who exhibit exceptional 
leadership skills, nominated solely 
by the students in the Lion Leaders 
Program. This is a peer-to-peer 

acknowledgment of student achievement.

Pride Leader Nigel Sapp ’18 earned the title Leader 
on Purpose for his enthusiasm, commitment, and 
dedication to the program. He is a member of the 
National Honor Society and Student Ambassadors. 

According to his peers, Nigel always goes the extra mile 
to help others and ensure the success of the program. A 
skillful leader, Nigel works hard to live out Lion Leader 
qualities and greet everyone with a smile.

Congratulations, Nigel!

for the upcoming Sunday Mass. This year, 
Campus Ministry spearheaded something a little 
new - girls’ and guys’ discipleship groups. There 
was and has been a desire among the students 
of St. Pius X to go deeper into their faith with 
their peers at school. Thus, weekly discipleship 
groups have formed to gather, pray, and discuss 
the faith - to dive deeper into the mystery of who 
God is and where He is calling us to go. Senior 
Sarah Van Duser says, “I like having a small 
group of girls that are going through the same 
things as me and who I’m able to share and grow 
in my faith with.” The girls’ discipleship group 
boomed at the beginning of the school year, and 
continues to meet on Thursday mornings. The 
guys’ discipleship is still in the early planning 
processes, but hopes to start officially this 
semester.

Finally, our week ends with Friday Adoration of 
the Blessed Sacrament and confession, open to 
all members of the St. Pius X community. During 
the day, Our Lord is exposed for prayer, silence, 
and even times of sung praise and worship. 
Students and parents alike come to spend time 
with Our Lord during the grind of the school 
day, growing in a deeper relationship with Him. 

The time that we give God during the week 
never goes unnoticed. When we begin our day 
with Christ, when we seek Him in the ordinary 
moments of the day, we begin to see with greater 
vision the deep, abiding love He possesses for 
each one of us. Here at St. Pius X, we are striving 
to encounter, to foster, to grow in relationship 
and love for Christ on a day to day basis, because 
after all, Domini Sumus, We are the Lord’s!



Leaving a Legacy of Love

Carter and Marycarol (nee Joyce) Stout have been a part of the St. Pius 
X family for decades, and their love of Pius shines through in their 
Chi-Rho Society membership. The Chi-Rho Society recognizes donors 
who have made a planned gift for the school. Commonly established 
through a will or trust, planned gifts are created during a person’s life-
time, and most often granted once the donor has passed away. 

Because gifts are generally not realized until after a donor’s death, 
people naturally think planned gifts are only for older individuals, 
but a planned gift can be created at any age. Take for instance the 
Stout family. Carter and Marycarol have two children: Carolann 
who graduated in 2016 and Anthony, who is currently a junior. As 
parents, they still have a few years of high school and two college 
careers to consider. The coming years for the Stouts tend to be some 
of the most expensive in a family’s life cycle. 

The beauty of a planned gift is that a promise of support can be 
made now, but does not have to impact one’s current reality. The 
Stout’s care deeply for St. Pius X, and they wanted to create a tangi-
ble sign of that support through a planned gift. Their commitment 
now ensures that the Stout family will leave a lasting legacy to the 
school that has meant so much to them.

In Marycarol’s Own Words:
Why is St. Pius X special to your family? 

Carter graduated from Pius in 1978, along with his siblings Dwight 
’80 and Laura ’81. My brother Patrick Joyce graduated in 1987.  
And now, as the parent of a graduate and a current student, I am 
so grateful to St. Pius X for reinforcing the Catholic ideals we strive 
to practice as a family. Everything my kids do, from the very start 
of the day, each class, every fine arts performance for Carolann, 
every football game for Anthony, everything begins with prayer. 
This is also reflected in the various parent organizations in which 
we’ve participated. And finally, I am grateful for the commitment 
of the amazing faculty and staff who go the extra mile to meet my 
children (and every student) where they are and guide them, en-
courage them and teach them not just the academics but give great 
examples of how adult Catholics live their faith.

 
What inspired you to create a planned gift for St. Pius X? 

High school is a challenging and often scary time for both students 
and parents. Steve Spellman says that it is our goal both as a school 
and as parents to get our kids to Heaven as well as to college. Every 
experience we’ve had at St Pius X shows that commitment to the 
whole student and to the whole family. It is our hope that Pius will 
continue with that mission for many years to come, and we are 
happy to do what we can, both financially and through volun-
teering. Designating a financial gift in our wills ensures that our 
support of St. Pius X will continue after we are gone, and is given 
in appreciation for everything the school has given to our families.    

If you are interested in learning more about planned giving and The Chi-
Rho Society, contact Jenn Sedlack at 404-633-4290 or jsedlack@spx.org.
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From the Office of Advancement
News and updates regarding advancement efforts at St. Pius X

First One-Day Giving Campaign Nets $43,500

#GivingTuesday, a one-day giving campaign, was created in 
2012 in response to the widely recognized shopping events 
Black Friday and Cyber Monday. #GivingTuesday, held the 
Tuesday after Thanksgiving,  kicks off the charitable season, 
when many focus on their holiday and end-of-year giving. St. 
Pius X jumped into the mix of #GivingTuesday for the first time 
this year, participating with 600 other Catholic organizations 
through the #iGiveCatholic effort.  

In true Golden Lions’ fashion, we shattered our goal of raising 
$10,000, bringing in $43,500 in support of the St. Pius X 
Annual Fund. Nearly 190 people made gifts online, via the mail 
and by hand delivery during the 24-hour campaign, including 
nearly 80 alumni donors.  Two generous donors provided a 
total of $11,000 in special challenge 
gifts, inspiring our community 
to meet the first $5,000 
match by 9:30 in the 
morning! The second 
match of $6,000 was 
introduced later in the 
day and again was met 
within a few hours.

We are grateful for the 
incredible outpouring 
of support and look 
forward to an equally 
exciting #GivingTuesday 
in 2018!



SPX Endowment Fund Ensures a Bright Future
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Annual FUN(d) Party Brings 
Community Together

It was a beautiful fall evening as some 350 St. Pius X 
donors descended on Maloof Stadium for a night of music and 
socializing, all in support of the Annual Fund. Some attendees brought 
elaborate picnic dinners complete with gourmet dishes, candelabras, and flowers, while 
others packed a cooler and grabbed a chair, choosing to keep the night simple. The Stephen 
Lee Band entertained the crowd with favorites, and a number of guests made their way to the 
front to dance the night away. In typical St. Pius X fashion, this fun event was embraced by 
the community and is sure to become a staple in the social calendar.

The premise behind the Annual FUN(d) Party is simple. Anyone who makes a gift or a 
pledge to the campaign is invited to the “Chastain Concert-style” party, regardless of the 
amount of one’s contribution. The goal is to secure early commitments from St. Pius X family 
and friends, and then to celebrate that generosity with an adults-only night out. Attendees 
included parents, alumni, faculty, staff, parents of alumni and other friends of the school.

The event was a big success thanks to the generous support of the St. Pius X community. 
The Annual Fund kicked off in mid-August, and by the night of the event, September 29, 
nearly $400,000 in commitments had been promised from all facets of the community. Most 
notably 42% of the current parent body had made pledges or gifts, a marked increase over 
that same time period last year. Next year’s Annual FUN(d) Party will be held on October 26, 
2018, so be sure to join us as we celebrate St. Pius X!

Thanks to the generosity of numerous 
families and individuals, the St. Pius X 
Catholic High School Endowment Fund 
has grown significantly over the years. 
The Fund, currently valued at $6M, 
provides a healthy dose of funding today, 
while ensuring a bright tomorrow. The 
Endowment Fund was started in the 
1980s and named funds have been added 
continually since then. 

The Endowment Fund is made up of 
nearly 70 individual funds that support 
tuition assistance and scholarships, student 
and faculty enrichment, and the general 
operating needs of the school. Both the 
Archdiocese of Atlanta and the Catholic 
Foundation of North Georgia help manage 
the individual named funds that make up 
the larger Endowment Fund for St. Pius X.

When a person makes a gift to the 
Endowment Fund, whether through cash 
or other assets, the original gift is never 
spent. Only interest on the original gift can 
be used for the purposes set forth by the 
donor. For example, the current threshold 
to establish a named fund at St. Pius X 
is $25,000. A fund of this size generally 
provides at least $1,000 in funding each 
year, as long as the corpus (i.e. initial 
investment of $25,000) does not drop 
below $25,000. When a gift is endowed, 
those monies have the potential to grow 
each year through wise investing, and the 
amount available to carry out the donor’s 

wishes increases. In addition, St. Pius X 
will continue to reap rewards from the 
generosity of the donor for the lifetime of 
the school, and not just for the lifetime of 
the donor.

A named endowment at St. Pius X can 
be established or contributed to in the 
following ways:

1.  Make a gift of $25,000 or more to 
establish an endowed fund.
2.  Make a commitment of $25,000 or 
more to establish an endowed fund with 
an initial payment of $5,000, with future 
payments arranged between the donor 
and the school. The fund may be named 
by the donor, but cannot be awarded until 
the commitment is paid in full.
3.  Contribute to an already established 
named fund.

St. Pius X encourages the continued 
growth of all of the individual named 
funds, including endowed funds that were 
established before the current $25,000 
minimum contribution level. If you 
are considering how you might be able 
to provide for the future of St. Pius X, 
contact Jenn Sedlack at jsedlack@spx.org. 
Donations can be made online at www.spx.
org/supportspx. 



St. Pius X Helps 
Hurricane Victims
In light of all the destruction from 
hurricanes Harvey, Irma, Jose, and Maria, 
the St. Pius X community rallied around 
victims and made the decision to serve our 
brothers and sisters in Christ with even 
greater intentionality. The school joined 
hands with local restaurants in the greater 
Atlanta area and collected items such as 
batteries, baby wipes, formula, diapers, 
travel-sized toiletries, bottled water, hand 
sanitizer, cleaning products, and insect 
repellent, to ship to victims in Puerto Rico. 
The drive was a great success and filled over 
four cars full of supplies to send to those in 
need.  

Library Offers More Than Books
Flannery O’Connor Library offers more than 
just research opportunities for students! 
Librarians have begun offering Lunch and 
Learn opportunities for students in an effort 
to promote literacy, provide access, build 
community, and create thinkers. They hope 

Upperclassmen Collect 
Supplies for Dresden Students
Junior and senior members of Dr. Hall 
and Mrs. Neimo’s theology classes filled 
and donated 145 backpacks for students in 
need at Dresden Elementary. Pius students 
contributed backpacks, healthy snacks, 
school supplies, and toys and helped 
assemble the bags and take them to Dresden. 

Auto Club Teaches 
Students Important Skills
Led by Theology teacher Andrew Pudysz, 
the St. Pius X Auto Club was established 
this year to encourage students and faculty 
to learn more about their most important 
instrument of utility: their automobile. The 
club seeks to educate the community about 
basic requirements of routine maintenance  
as well as host discussions on the more 
technical details of major systems. The group 
was met with great interest from the student 
body. Members hosted a lunch and learn, 
teaching fellow students how to change a 
tire. In addition to attending several auto 
shows throughout the city, the club will host 
their first show on campus, in March. 

Quiz Bowl Team 
Featured on High-Q
Led by coaches Marsha and Fleming Free 
and Laura Briscoe, the Academic Quiz Bowl 
Team participated in WSB-TV’s High Q in 
September. Participating students included 
seniors Nick Poulos, Michael Wolfman, 
Emily Barnhardt and Peter Tran; juniors 
Madelyn Huerkamp, Kemper Higgins and 
Nico Bartholomai; and freshman Markus 
Paxton. The group answered questions in 
a variety of categories, including: history, 
literature, math, science, current events, art 
and art history, religion, geography, music, 
pop culture, sports, and more. The group 
faced Oconee High School and won with a 
final score of 730-405.

St. Pius X News

to connect students to their interests and 
expand their horizons. They are striving to 
be a place to collaborate and create based on 
students’ interests. Recent opportunities have 
included a program on financial literacy, 3D 
print work (computer aided design), make-
and-take Christmas cards, jewelry making, 
computer coding, and much more! 

Mark Kelly Retires 
After 42 Years
After 42 years of spirit, service, and love 
for St. Pius X, Coach Mark Kelly has 
retired from his position as Director of 
Athletics. As a student at St. Pius X, Kelly 
played basketball and was a member of the 
championship winning football team. In 
1976 he returned to St. Pius X as an assistant 
basketball coach and a year later as head 
coach, where he led his team to 259 career 
victories, the most in Pius history. In 1986, 
he became the Director of Athletics. Under 
his leadership, the school was honored five 
times with both the GADA Director’s Cup 
and the GHSA Sportsmanship Award. In 
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Theology Classes Donate Backpacks to Dresden
Academic Quiz Bowl Team

St. Pius X Auto ClubMark Kelly and grandchildren
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addition, St. Pius X was twice recognized as 
having the top Catholic high school athletic 
program in the nation. Father of four alumni 
children, Mark was active in his church 
and community.  A true friend of anyone 
suffering poor health or hardship, he created 
one of the most successful high school blood 
drive programs in the country. For 42 years 
he cheered on the Golden Lions in every 
area of campus life. 

In appreciation for his dedication and 
service to the school, the main gym 
was officially dedicated The Mark Kelly 
Gymnasium in his honor on January 5. We 
wish him much happiness in his retirement 
and thank him for his dedication to St. Pius X. 

History & Holocaust Class 
Welcomed Guest Speaker
In November, Barry Seidal, a survivor of 

Water Polo Team at State

the Holocaust, shared his life story with 
members of Dennis Ruggiero’s History and 
the Holocaust class. In an effort to save his 
life, Mr. Seidal’s mother placed him with 
Dominican nuns at a Catholic school. His 
mother’s sacrifice protected young Barry 
from the Nazi’s occupation of France. 

Water Polo Team 
Competes at State
The St. Pius X Water Polo team took third 
place in the State Championship tournament 
this school year. After losing a very tight 
semifinal game to Norcross by one goal, the 
Lions rallied back in the third place game 
to defeat the Southern Crescent team of 
Fayetteville by a score of 7-3. 

Marching Golden Lions Parade 
Down Main Street 
The Marching Golden Lions performed at 
Walt Disney World on September 30. The 
band marched down Main Street in front 
of thousands of people playing, “How Far 
I’ll Go” from the animated film Moana. 
The group earned second place overall 
in the Silver Division at the Lake Lanier 
Tournament of Bands and drum major Ann 
Felicia Sinsuan ‘18 earned first place drum 
major. The band earned straight superior 
ratings in all categories (percussion, color 
guard, and drum major). In addition, the 
band hosted its Third Annual Lion’s Den 
Marching Band Competition in October, 
with a record 13 bands competing for 
trophies. The Golden Lions received a 
standing ovation from all visiting bands 
following their exhibition performance. 

Marching Band Visits Disney World

Mr. Seidal and the Holocaust Class
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Dance Company Performs at 
Atlanta Botanical Gardens 
In November, the SPX Dance Company had 
the opportunity to perform at the Atlanta 
Botanical Gardens as a part of an exclusive 
event for donors and their sponsors. The 
talented group of dancers spent countless 
hours training after school four or five days 
per week and they represented St. Pius X 
well.

Varsity Cheer Team Enjoys 
Father-Daughter Dinner
Each year the Varsity Football Cheerleaders 
host their fathers for a fun, pre-game dinner. 
This year the event was held before the Marist 
game. After sharing time together, the group 
was ready to cheer on the Golden Lions!

English Class Hosts 
Documentary Screening
AP English Language teacher Jan Collier 
hosted a screening of the documentary Look 
& See, a film on the life and philosophy of 
Wendell Berry, noted American novelist, 
essayist, activist, and farmer.  Berry has 
written a number of novels, short stories, 
poems, and essays. The film, in conjunction 
with Sundance Films and Robert Redford 
will be released in January, but the group 
was offered a sneak peek in November. St. 
Pius X hosted the only screening in Atlanta. 
The documentary takes a look into Berry’s 
transcendental activism over the plight 
of big agriculture and its affects on small 
farmers and their 
land. It connects 
the tenets of 
American 

Transcendentalism (such as Emerson and 
Thoreau) to Berry’s essays  and work on 
behalf of the farmer. It was a huge success 
with the English class as part of their annual 
food and environmental ethics project. Over 
140 students participated in a discussion 
following the screening, similar to that in a 
college setting. 

RoboLions Continues to Grow
St. Pius X Robotics Team (the RoboLions) 
welcomed a number of new freshmen 
students this year and worked hard to 
prepare for the VEX season. Led by faculty 
members Brigid Bartholomai and Connie 
Fish, the group meets every day after school 
to fine tune their robotics structures, de-bug 
the codes, and complete their engineering 
notebooks for competition. The group 
welcomed PhD student Connor Lawson 
from Georgia Tech as a mentor for the team. 
He joins the group regularly to help lead the 
engineers in their investigations and plans. 
Clipper Petroleum has awarded two grants 
to the program this year.

Dresden Christmas Project Helps 
Make Christmas Brighter for 
Community
For nearly a decade, the St. Pius X 
community has joined together in support 
of the Dresden 
Christmas 
Project, making 
Christmas a little 

brighter for the Dresden community.  Led by 
parent volunteers  Sandy Huff and Christine 
Houk, the group began preparing for the 
project in August, reaching out to DeKalb 
County school counselors, who then began 
compiling lists of families and children in 
need this Christmas. From that list, St. Pius 
X students, families, faculty, and staff signed-
up to sponsor either a child or a family. 

This year, the Project served 33 families with 
a total of 93 children.  Each child received 
no fewer than nine gifts (two uniform shirts, 
two uniform pants or outfits, a coat, three 
toys, and a gift card for shoes), and each 
family received a $100 Publix gift card. 
The Dresden Christmas Project, originally 
created by parent of alumni Debra Coheley, 
has continued to grow each year. The 
majority of donors gave more than what 
was required and through their generosity,  
837 gifts were wrapped this year. At least 
100 individuals in the Pius community 
participated in some fashion (sponsoring 
a child, donating funds via FACTS, or 
volunteering time). In addition, over 90 
students volunteered their time to make 
the program a success. The spirit of St. Pius 
X was evident in early December when 
the families arrived to pick-up the gifts. 
Thank you to all in the community who so 
generously shared from their hearts. 

Dance CompanyVarsity Cheerleaders

Screening of Look & SeeDresden Christmas Project



17

Type 1 Diabetes is a battle about three 
million people across the United States 
fight, according to the Juvenile Diabetes 
Research Foundation (JDRF). This 
autoimmune disease occurs when the 

pancreas stops producing insulin, the hormone needed 
to get glucose from the bloodstream to the cells. Type 1 
Diabetes (T1D), though manageable, heavily impacts those 
affected, including St. Pius X senior Micah Kane.

“Whether I am taking a test in school or playing in a 
lacrosse game, the stakes are high,” Kane explained. “If my 
blood glucose is too low or high, it affects my concentration, 
memory, energy, and physical coordination.”

Kane, diagnosed with T1D when he was only 18 months old, 
has managed his disease for most of his life. Because of his 
experience with diabetes, he decided to work on improving 
the public’s understanding of it and promote research for a 
cure.  

“My goal is for people to control diabetes and not the let 
diabetes control them until a cure is found,” Kane said.

Kane’s experience with and knowledge of T1D grew with 
the help of camps like Camp Sweeney in Texas and Camp 
Kudzu in Georgia. These programs help kids become more 
comfortable with the disease. Not only did Camp Sweeney 
teach him about diabetes, but it also served as a turning 
point in his life.

“I was six years old when I met my cabin counselor, Austin 
Kane,” he explained. Unknown to me, in the beginning of 
my second summer in Austin’s cabin, he told his parents that 
there was special kid at Sweeney whom he would adopt if 
he was older. Turned out, I was that kid! Even better, when 
he told his parents about me, they decided they wanted to 
adopt me. So, diabetes led me from birth parents to summer 
camp to my new family.” 

When he got older, Kane read about JDRF, a global 
organization that funds T1D research. A select group of 
young delegates from across the nation represent the youth 
affected by the disease at the JDRF Children’s Congress 
in Washington, D.C., and last July Kane was one of these 
delegates.

“I thought this would be a great way to increase awareness of 
Type 1 Diabetes. There were 1,300 applicants and I was one 
of the 160 selected from the U.S,” he said.

Kane met with Georgia senators and congressmen to ask 
for continued funding for the Special Diabetes Program. 
The Special Diabetes Program (SDP) provides $150 million 
annually for T1D research at the National Institutes of 
Health (NIH), but receives little support from Congress. 
Delegates from the JDRF Children’s Congress advocate for 
the renewal of SDP because of the value of research in the 
search for a cure. 

“I particularly enjoyed speaking with Senator [David] 
Perdue and Representative [Hank] Johnson. All the delegates 
attended a congressional hearing related to funding of Type 
1 Diabetes medical research. In addition, five radio stations 
interviewed me about life as a type 1 diabetic,” Kane said. 

Beyond the JDRF Children’s Congress, Kane continues to 
spread awareness of the disease at the place where he learned 
so much about his condition: Camp Kudzu. He volunteers 
with kids as a counselor-in-training at the camp in the 
summer. 

“I would like to be a role model and mentor for kids with 
Type 1 Diabetes and continue to be involved with Camp 
Kudzu and JDRF,” Kane said.

As people across the nation and the world fight T1D, some 
stand out as they fight for a cure. Micah Kane is one of these 
fighters, and he is not giving up anytime soon.

“These obstacles have made me strong and resilient. There 
may never be a cure for Type 1 Diabetes, but I will continue 
to do my part in spreading awareness,” Kane explained. 
“Having this disease has proved to me that I can overcome 
any challenge that comes my way.”

St. Pius X Senior Micah Kane Advocates for Type 1 
Diabetes Research and Finding a Cure

By Golden Lines Staff Writer Sophia De Lurgio ‘18



When you hear someone say, “Lunar 
Vacation” your first thought is probably, 
“Who goes to the moon during the 
summer?” The last thing you would think 
is that “Lunar Vacation” is actually a band, 
and not only just a band, but one formed by 
current students and Golden Lion alumni.

Senior Grace Repasky was the lone voice for 
Lunar Vacation at its inception.  Recording 
on her own and uploading demos on 
soundcloud, she branched out with her 
friend Maggie Geeslin to write and develop 
more songs.

“[Maggie and I] met in guitar class and 
instantly became friends.  [Guitar instructor] 
Mr. [Brion] Kennedy encouraged and told us 
that we need to start a band,” said Repasky.

With the push from their teacher, the duo 
began recording songs at the house of fellow 
member John Michael Young ‘17.  Soon 
Connor Dowd ‘17 and Matteo DeLurgio ‘16 
joined the group to form the modern day 
iteration of the quintet.

Respasky was not surprised that the group 
came together.  According to her, “We all 
gravitated towards one another during high 
school because we all shared the same drive 
and passion for music.” 

The group has performed at many local 
venues in Atlanta, including Mammal 
Gallery, the Masquerade and house shows.  
Lunar Vacation plans to hit the road to 
Charleston, Clemson and Texas in the near 
future for more concerts.  Repasky is on 
lead vocals and guitar and Geeslin plays 
guitar while Young plays the bass, drums 
and guitar.  Dowd also handles the bass and 
drums, and DeLurgio plays keys and shaker.

As a group with both high school and 
college students, Repasky and Geeslin have 
experienced their own set of challenges.  
Since the two take both school and music 
seriously, the balancing act has been a 
struggle at times.  The other challenge these 
two face is still being in high school and 
living at home, so there are times that the 
headliners still have a curfew (midnight in 
their cases).

Lunar Vacation has one single and one EP, 
entitled “Swell.”  These can be found on 
Spotify, Apple Music, iTunes and Bandcamp 
to stream and download.  In addition to 

those tracks, the 
group is currently 
working on a full 
length album and 
hope to release 
another single 
soon.

Respasky says that 
she is excited for 

the future of the band.  “We have a bunch 
of goals in the future, most of those being 
related to getting signed to a record label, 
touring and playing festivals.”

Opening for bands such as Summer Salt and 
Ne-Hi have led to headlining opportunities 
for Lunar Vacation.  With that experience 
under their belts, the band plans to do an 
East Coast tour this summer and “just try to 
take it in and appreciate all the opportunities 
that come our way,” according to Repasky.

However, until the big break comes to 
pursue music full-time, the band members 
are like any other students trying to balance 
their act and education.  “We are all 
concentrated on balancing our education, 
jobs, making music and playing shows,” says 
Repasky.

Lunar Vacation did have one parting 
thought, mentioning the tremendous 
support they have received from St. Pius 
X teachers.  Repasky and Geeslin are both 
quick to say that without Mr. Kennedy, 
they probably would not have met, and 
mentioned others such as teacher Ellis 
Thomas, Coach Aaron Parr and President 
Chad Barwick that have provided constant 
affirmation of their talents. The group also 
credits their families for being supportive 
and attending shows with helping them to 
get where they are now.

Pius Students Release Original Music, 
Perform Around Atlanta

We all gravitated towards one 
another during high school 
because we all shared the same 
drive and passion for music.

“



2017-2018 Fine Arts
Performances

14th Annual Juried Visual 
Arts Exhibition February 23

The Pius Players Present:
Best of Broadway March 8-11

Spring Dance Concert March 22-25

Guitar Concert April 12

Band Concert April 19

NOVO Choreography & 
Dance Benefit May 4

Guitar Concert featuring 
Beginning Classes May 9

19

At St. Pius X, service is one of the most 
important things that we ask of our students 
each year.  Being a Catholic school, we 
are committed to serving the greater 
community through Works of Mercy and 
other charitable acts.  Each year, the fine arts 
department donates their time and talents to 
many various organizations and projects.

Earlier this fall, the award-winning 
Advanced Guitar Ensemble participated in 
the annual book parade at Margaret Harris 
Comprehensive School.  The group played 
a parody of Meghan Trainor’s “All about 
that Bass” entitled “All about those Books” 
and “I Love Reading.”  Later in the semester, 
the same group went to the VA to play for 
the residents of the Eagle’s Nest retirement 
community, performing oldies and blues 
songs. There was even a special performance 
of a Lunar Vacation song by students Grace 
Repasky and Maggie Geeslin.

Members of the Art Association are 
painting portraits of displaced Syrian 
children in refugee camps for their annual 
Memory Project.  The Memory Project 
is an organization that uses art to make 
a difference in the lives of children in 
orphanages or refugee camps to make 
them feel connected.  Once the students 
complete their artwork, Memory Project 
volunteers distribute the art to children. The 
distribution is filmed and our art students 
have the opportunity to see the displaced 
children receiving the artwork.  To view the 
film, go to www.memoryproject.org/Syria.

Fine Arts Students Share Their Talents with Local Community

The Dance program participated in the 
annual Dresden Christmas Gift project in 
December.  Sponsoring a family, the five 
classes purchased, wrapped and organized 
gifts for the project.  The dance program 
will also perform their annual NOVO 
student choreographed program in early 
May, which accepts donations for a charity 
designated later in the semester.  The SPX 
Dance Company is the official outreach 
performance group of the dance program. 
In addition to performing at Open House 
and Morning of the Arts, the company also 
performs at partner schools.

Actors with Pius Players continue to perform 
the spring play each May at Our Lady 
of Perpetual Help Cancer Home located    
south of downtown.  In addition to those 
performances each year, the actors travel 
to St. Pius X partner schools to perform 
vignettes of each year’s plays.  

Artwork by Sophia De Lurgio
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Mothers’ Club Scholarship Program Makes a Difference

Established in 1987, the Mothers’ Club provides a wonderful opportunity for mothers to connect 
with the school community and to give back through various projects. 

After a successful decade in existence, the Mothers’ Club Scholarship was founded in 1998 in 
an effort to continue to provide outreach to the school community. The focus on service and 
scholarships has grown over the years. Last year, the 
Mothers’ Club contributed almost $50,000 to various 
scholarship funds, with the largest source of scholarship 
fundraising being the annual Holiday Marketplace.  
Hundreds of volunteers plan and coordinate this 

perennial favorite event that kicks off our holiday season.  In 
addition, interest is generated each year from the scholarship fund, 
which is currently valued at over $50,000 and provides an annual 
stream of support.

The scholarship is awarded to deserving students who serve 
the school or greater community with initiative, enthusiasm, 
and Christian character. For the 2017-2018 school year, 
the Mothers’ Club was proud to grant 13 students with 
a Mothers’ Club need-based scholarship.  In addition to 
these scholarships, the organization also assisted families 
experiencing emergency situations. We are honored 
to continue our mission to provide these need-based 
scholarships.  

At right, please find an excerpt from one of the 
scholarship recipients...

Dear St. Pius X Mothers’ Club,
I would like to graciously thank you for the opportunity 

you have given me through your scholarship at St. Pius. I 

am going into my final year at St. Pius, and love it more 

than I could have ever imagined. St. Pius truly is one of 

the greatest things in my life; it is my family, and it is my 

home away from home. I have made more friends here than I 

ever thought possible, the community  at St. Pius is beyond 

anything I though plausible. I adore all of my teachers as 

they work tirelessly to educate me to the best of their abil-

ity. St. Pius is more than just a school to me; it gives me 

a place I can call home, and never have to fear being unwel-

come. Every year when it comes time to apply for financial 

aid, I fear for my future at St. Pius. However, due to your 

generosity and support I am able to continue my education 

at the perfect place for me... 

Reminder! The Mothers’ Prayer 
Group continues to meet 
monthly at 8:30 a.m. in the 
Chapel, providing prayer 
support for the intentions of our 
students. 

All are welcome to attend! 
Upcoming meetings will be 
held: February 21, March 21, 
April 18, and May 9.

!

Adoration at St. Pius X

We are very blessed to offer Eucharistic Adoration at the Chapel each Friday, between 9 a.m. and 3 p.m., with an 
occasional time change for all-school Masses and special school events. This is an extension of the adoration of the 
Blessed Sacrament which occurs in every Mass: “Behold the Lamb of God, behold Him who takes away the sins of 
the world. Blessed are those called to the supper of the Lamb.” Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament flows from the 
sacrifice of the Mass and serves to deepen our hunger for Communion with Christ and the rest of the Church.  

Guardians of the Blessed Sacrament sit with Jesus for one hour to adore Him, meditate, read scriptures, pray, com-
plete devotions, etc.  This is a joint effort through Campus Ministry and the Mothers’ Club.  This opportunity is open 
to Pius students, parents, parents of alumni, grandparents and alumni.  If you would like to either be a permanent 
Guardian (ex. the first Friday of each month, 9-10 a.m.) or a substitute Guardian (sign-up when available), please 
contact Jessica Kuipers (jess@ismweb.com).
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Tenth Annual Career Forum 
Offers Insight into Students’ 
Futures 
By: Martha Sledge and Susan Piña
Home and School Association Co-
Presidents

St. Pius X held their 10th Annual Career 
Forum on November 10, 2017. Fifty-two 
talented professionals shared their work 

and life experiences with our junior and senior classes. These 
presentations enabled our students to explore and gather 
information on many different areas of interest. Of the 52 
presenters, we were especially excited to welcome 14 alumni 
and 31 parents of current St. Pius X students! The alumni 
were happy to share their expertise and reconnect with former 
classmates.

In preparation for the event, students completed an online 
survey identifying their top three career interests. The Home 
and School Association Career Forum co-chairs reviewed 
the survey results and worked to find presenters in the most 
requested areas of interest. Each student was able to attend 
two separate thirty minute presentations.

Our alumni speakers provided valuable information on 
several exciting jobs including Actor, Child Life Specialist, 
Choreographer, Digital Marketer, Teacher, Fashion Stylist, 
Innovation Leader, Mechanical Engineer, Performing 
Artist, Pharmacist, Physical Therapist, Psychiatrist, Software 
Architect, Veterinarian and many others. The participating 
alumni attended a wide range of universities including 
Catholic University of America, Georgia Tech, Georgia State, 
Mercer University School of Medicine, Spelman, Spring 
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St. Pius X

Did you know the Home & School 
Association hosts the blood 
drives throughout the year? 

In September, thanks to this 
community, we exceeded our goal 

and collected 164 units of blood!

Would you like to help? 
Please save the date for our next 
blood drive on March 22, 2018.

!

Hill University, St. Mary’s College, University of Alabama, 
University of Georgia, University of Tennessee, and Walden 
University.

Other speakers shared their expertise on business fields 
including Architecture, Aviation, Business, Computer 
Programming, Dentistry, Entrepreneurship, Graphic Design, 
Healthcare, Interior Design, Journalism, Law Enforcement, 
Legal, Military, Nursing, Pediatrics, Sports Management, and 
more.

We were blessed to have these very talented individuals 
share their career experiences with our upperclassmen as 
they prepare for successful careers of their own. If you are 
interested in being a part of this rewarding day at our event in 
November 2018, please contact co-chairs Teresa Snyder and 
Sandy Huff (sandyhuf@bellsouth.net).



Remember when you were assigned a paper by 
your history instructor, had to write a personal 
narrative in English, or needed to compose 
essays for your college applications? You likely 
did not have resources to call on outside of your 
teacher or guidance counselor. Thanks to our 
new Writing Center, St. Pius X students now have 
help from their peers as they navigate challenging 
assignments like these.

Founded by English instructors Lindsay Dent 
and Melissa Page in the spring of 2016, the 
Writing Center entered its second full year 
of operation this fall.  Ms. Dent serves as the 
director, while another English teacher, Jessica 
Barclay, serves as the assistant director of the 
peer-to-peer mentoring center.

“(Mrs. Page and I) saw the need for targeted 
one-on-one assistance based on our own students’ 
needs.  We helped them with essays for our classes, 
but students sought out our help with other things 
like research papers and college essays,” said Ms. 
Dent.

Using peer tutors to model strong writing 
and organizational skills, the Writing Center 

accommodated over 70 students last year, 
including a special session in early spring for 

students working on U.S. History research 
papers.  Many others sought out help 

with class essay assignments, college 
application essays, and creative writing 

assignments, among others.

Ms. Dent adds that the peer-to-peer 
mentoring model is an important 

feature, and one that usually sees 

immediate benefits, “We ask the students to meet 
with their peer tutor first since that is the modeling 
that we are promoting.  Often, they find that 
their needs have already been addressed because 
our tutors are so talented and effective (without 
meeting a teacher).”

Meeting twice a week from 3-3:45 p.m., the Writing 
Center gives more opportunities for students to 
receive help with their writing.  As expected, the 
ebb and flow of the major writing assignments 
often dictate whether appointment slots are full on 
any particular afternoon.  On average, tutors see 
two or three students each session, with some days 
seeing as many as seven.

“It’s really a pleasure to work with and watch the 
tutors grow and help their peers become more 
thoughtful, critical writers,” says Ms. Dent, “The 
tutors are so compassionate and supportive, and 
I’ve seen even very shy students open up during 
sessions.”

Student and families can check out the Writing 
Center Haiku page to see more information, read 
tutors’ bios, see links to outside scholarships and 
writing contests, and sign-up for appointments 
via the Google document.  Drop-ins are also 
welcome.

The next time a student is looking 
for help on a paper, or suffering 
writer’s block, help is just 
a few steps away in the 
library.

Writing Center Offers Peer-to-Peer Tutoring
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of its synonyms including supplying, providing and 
organizing.  She stated that “it’s simpler to define service 
by the types of opportunities our inductees perform.”

After giving examples of those volunteer efforts, she said 
that, “each service activity accurately embodies these 
new inductees, and is a representation of the kinds of 
students and individuals we want…in the world,” and 
that all of the inductees are “all united in their dedication 
to serve others.”

Inductees must have a cumulative grade point average 
of 92 or higher.  In addition to a high GPA, they must 
demonstrate leadership and service at school and in the 
community as well as displaying good character.  Faculty 
members are solicited for comments on nominees which 
also factor into who is selected.

The St. Pius X chapter of the National Honor Society 
organizes a Thanksgiving Food Drive each November as 
well as a the Candy Gram sale on Valentine’s Day.  The 
group also maintains the Little Free Library on Johnson 
Road in front of the school.

In late October, the St. Pius X 
chapter of the National Honor 
Society inducted 65 new 
members.  The organization, 
comprised of sophomores, 
juniors and seniors, is selected 
each fall by a faculty committee 
who reviews student applications 
and faculty recommendations.

This year’s inductees heard speeches from NHS officers 
on the four pillars of the organization: scholarship, 
leadership, character and service.   The officers for this 
school year are President Lauren Hutson, Vice President 
Mary Margaret Long, Secretary Megan Mittelhammer 
and Treasurer Rachel Chin.  

Hutson advised the inductees not to be concerned about 
uncertainty, or a lack of faith, in each person’s leadership 
ability because those qualities are “in fact a catalyst of 
your growth, and your capacity to grow determines your 
capacity to lead.”

She continued by reminding the students that leadership 
is the ability to inspire others and to “try to unlock 
people’s potential for greatness and make them actively 
work toward realizing it.”  Hutson said that “greatness 
already exists deep within…the task [of a leader] is to 
evoke it.”

Hutson, also this year’s Homecoming Queen, concluded 
her speech by saying that the best leader does not claim 
to know everything but “empowers others to make 
decisions, independent of [a leader].”

Service is another pillar of the NHS and was 
discussed with the inductees that evening.  
Mittelhammer started by sharing how 
difficult it is to define service by noting many 

National Honor Society Inducts 65 New Members

Photos courtesy of John Tardy.



Every Golden Lions athletic season brings 
a rush of excitement and fresh hopes. We 
eagerly anticipate the first kickoff of football 
season, the first pitch of baseball season, or 
the first tip-off of basketball season. 

But this year the school entered uncharted 
territories when the puck dropped to open 
the first ever hockey season on October 8.

With surprising blowout victories in the two 
pre-season games against Brookwood High 
School and Collins Hill, the St. Pius X hockey 
team was clearly going to be a powerful force 
in the Georgia High School Hockey League. 
However, some members of the St. Pius X 
community still find it surprising that we 
even have a team. 

Although this is the inaugural season for 
Golden Lions hockey, the idea of a St. Pius X 
hockey team is not a new one. Two years ago, 
theology teacher Dennis Ruggiero devised 
a plan to start a club hockey team at St. Pius 
X. At its core, the plan consisted of getting a 
coach with relations to the school as well as 
students from St. Pius X and other schools to 
participate (which is allowed due to the fact 
that hockey is not an official GHSA sport). 

“The talent of the players is great, and the 
coaching is fantastic,” Mr. Ruggiero said. “I’m 
very happy we got this all together and I’m 
very excited for the season.”

The formation of an organized team began 
with finding a coach. Team organizer Bill 
Stobierski, father of junior Bobby and 
sophomore David, reached out to long-time 
Atlanta hockey coach Bill Galvin. Over 
the past 15 years, Galvin, father of senior 
Will Galvin, has coached every level from 
beginners to elite collegiate hockey prospects.

After taking a year off from coaching, he has 
come out of retirement and agreed to coach 
the Golden Lions hockey team. Soon after he 
was on board, Galvin went on to recruit two 
of his former colleagues and fellow coaches, 
Ron Stewart and Tim Kitagawa. 

Once the ball got rolling with the team, 

Athletics News
Golden Lions stats, scores, and news
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the word was sent to players all around the 
metro-Atlanta area that they were welcome 
to participate. After a tryout on August 20, a 
finalized roster was made. 

The team consisted of St. Pius X senior Will 
Galvin, junior Bobby Stobierski, junior 
Henry Humphrey, junior Jacob Ruggiero, 
sophomore David Stobierski, and sophomore 
Brandon Connor. Eight additional students 
from Atlanta International School, Campbell, 
Druid Hills, and North Atlanta made up the 
rest of the Golden Lions hockey team.

As with any high school club sports, there is 
a large variation of talent on the team with 
some players having played for their whole 
lives on high-level teams and some others 
who are newer to the sport or just see it as 
a hobby. Despite it being a brand new sport 
on campus, most of the team is made up of 
talented hockey veterans. 

“I’ve played travel hockey for a lot of years,” 
junior Bobby Stobierski said, “and this team 
is just as good, if not better than any team I 
have played on before.”

The regular season began with a steep 
challenge against the former state hockey 
champions, South Forsyth High School. After 
a very close first period, St. Pius X emerged 
with three goals in the third period, winning 
the game 7-3. After defeating such a high-
level team, the Golden Lions solidified its 
position as having one of the very best high 
school hockey teams in the state of Georgia. 

St. Pius X squared off against 
Cambridge-Milton on 
Sunday, October 15. After 
three brutal periods, the 
score ended in a tie. As coach 
Galvin put it, “these two 

teams will be battling it out for the top spot 
for the rest of the season, and probably into 
the playoffs.”

“That game was intense” said senior Ben 
Petry who attended the game as a fan to cheer 
on his classmates. “I’m going to be coming to 
a lot more of those.”

Although hockey is not the most popular 
sport in the southeast, the team provides the 
whole school with a new opportunity to come 
out to enjoy the games, have fun and support 
this new field of competition.

To view the latest stats on the team, please 
visit www.gshl.info/ today!

New Club Hockey Team Brings Athletic Success to St. Pius X 
By: Golden Lines Staff Writer Will Galvin ’18
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In addition to the fast-paced action on the 
court, what else makes varsity basketball 
games so exciting? The dance team’s halftime 
performances, of course. 

English teacher Liz Ross has been coaching 
the dance team for three years now, and 
believes “the hip-hop dances they do are great 
for the crowds and make other people want to 
dance.”

They perform a total of four different dances 
throughout the year, including two that feature 
personal choreography. 

“Our two choreographers are Kevin 
Daniels and Katy Milne. I worked out with 
both of them in LA for a while,” said Mrs. 
Ross. “They are both professional dancers 
and choreographers; I knew I wanted to 
move toward exclusively hip-hop and hire 
choreographers I trusted.”

The girls learn the choreography for their 
dances during their camp in September. 

Daniels and Milne “go back and forth with 
choreographing because they are on a time 
limit, and we have to learn both of the dances 
within three days” said senior captain Kierra 
Williams. “They always do a fun warm up first 
then head straight into choreography.”

The team captains, Williams and senior 
Raleigh Hutchinson, choreograph the other 
two dances. As leaders of the team they also 
come up with music selections for the mixes 
and outfit ideas, lead practices, and give 
corrections.

As far as coaching, Mrs. Ross has an important 
role in contributing to the team, too. In order 
to give them helpful corrections and tips, Mrs. 
Ross films every single rehearsal, then sends it 
to the team with areas that need improvement.

“Think of all the dance teams on YouTube 
or Instagram that everyone loves, like Royal 
Family, who danced for Justin Bieber’s music 
video to ‘Love Yourself.’ Everybody follows 
them. They will be doing the smallest move, 
but it is so sharp that everyone will do it 
the same way,” Mrs. Ross explained. “I am 
interested in getting all the girls to dance as 
one.”

Practicing the dances multiple times and 
receiving feedback with each rehearsal leads to 
major improvement, so the girls are ready to 
perform their dances in front of people. Game 
days are one of the most exciting days for the 
team as they await their halftime performance. 

“We stay at school and start to get ready 
around four in the dance room and listen to 
good music while we get ready together and 
help each other out with hair and makeup,” 
said sophomore Kathryn Thomas. “Then we 
eat a yummy dinner that parents make right 
before the game!”

After the team has eaten and is ready for the 
game, they “sit together for the first quarter, 
then leave to go to the back gym during the 
second quarter,” said Williams. “In the back 
we are stretching, going over corrections, 
and warming up. Then we say a quick prayer 
before every performance and our Varsity 

Dance Team chant, ‘VDT come on oh yeah 
get funky woo!’ Then, it is time for the team to 
perform as the crowd goes wild and cheers for 
the team as they perform their hip-hop dance.

“Seeing the audience’s reaction to our dances, 
even if it’s not their first time seeing it, is really 
amazing,” said Hutchison. “It’s also so great 
knowing how all your hard work is paying off.”

Thomas agreed. “It is so fun to perform in 
front of the school at basketball games to songs 
they like,” she said. “It is such a good feeling!”

One of the highlights of the season last year 
was dancing at halftime of the boys’ state 
championship game at Georgia Tech. “They 
danced for 8,600 people, and it was a dance 
that Kierra choreographed that all the girls 
loved,” said Mrs. Ross. “I just love the captain 
dances because all the girls love them.”

Another performance the team looks forward 
to is performing at an Atlanta Hawks game. 
The girls get ready at school, drive to the CNN 
Center together, and eat together as a team in 
the food court. 

“Then we go through the check-in into Philip’s 
Arena where the Hawks play,” said Williams. 
“From there, we put all our bags in guest 
services and meet up with the coordinator 
who leads us to the lower level of the arena 
where we warm up, stretch, and prepare to 
perform.”

“Finally it is time for us to perform,” said 
Hutchison. “And then we get to sit together 
afterward and watch the rest of the game.”

So the next time you’re at a Golden Lions 
basketball game, stay in your seat at halftime 
so you won’t miss a second of the dance team’s 
upbeat, perfectly choreographed performance.

Practice Makes Perfect for St. Pius X Dance Team  
By: Golden Lines Staff Writer Riley Luckmann ’18
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Any advice to give to St. Pius X young alumni?
My advice is to work hard, play hard and never look 
back. If you want something and you have a dream, go 
for it! Many times the only obstacle getting in the way 
of living the life we dream of is ourselves.

Favorite memory of St. Pius X: 
One of my favorite memories at St. Pius X was going to 
the State finals for Track and Field.

Find Andrea here: 
Instagram @chefanom | Facebook Andrea Anom

Who Knew
Spotlight on the Pius community

Name: Andrea Anom ’06

Education: St. Pius X, Georgia State 
University with B.S. in Nutrition 

Occupation: Chef, Nutritionist, Caterer, 
Consultant

Summary of your professional 
experience:  Executive Sous Chef at 
Barcelona Wine Bar, Chef de Cuisine 
with Marcus Samuelsson Group, Line 
cook at Perry Street NYC (current)

How did you get involved in cooking?
I always loved to cook and cooked growing up with 
my parents and grandmother. It wasn’t until after I was 
already studying Biology Pre-Med in college and I began 
shadowing surgeons at Grady that I realized I’d rather be 
a chef. 

Tell us about the Food 
Network contest:
Appearing on Chopped 
was an incredible 
experience. It was 
exciting, challenging 
and stressful. It was 
also exhilarating and 
redeeming to compete 
against chefs who are 
well known where 
they’re from and 
running successful 
businesses and doing 
well. 
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Bringing Back the Band

It was just like old times this fall as David Bowick ‘01 (pictured bottom) 
and Trey Broussard ‘01 (pictured top) performed in The Music Room 
at Smith’s Olde Bar for Bowick’s east-coast record release of his newest 
album Holding the Sun.  The two first started performing during their 
days at St. Pius X, writing and recording their own music, in addition to 
covering popular songs.

Bowick, who lives in Los Angeles, released the album under his own 
name after six albums under other names.  The former front man of 
the erstwhile Ocelot Robot rock band recorded three albums with the 
group, after releasing three earlier albums during his foray as the solo 
artist, Alder.  Bowick is a singer, songwriter and music producer that has 
worked with the likes of Snoop Dogg and Mary J. Blige among others.

Broussard, in his eleventh year as an English instructor at his alma 
mater, has recorded multiple albums of his own.  Established as a 
songwriter in the Atlanta music community, he strives to communicate 
the human experience through his lyrics.

With his band backing Bowick, Broussard said, “It was unique because 
it was as much as a reunion show for the two of us as it was an album 
release party for [David].”

Bowick’s music has been heard on networks such as ABC and VH1, and 
he is also a hit on Latvia radio, according to his website, davidbowick.com.  
He has helped his high school friend by performing, producing and 
recording on four of Broussard’s albums over the years.

“[The show] was, in a way, a culmination of all we have accomplished 
with our music over the last two decades,” according to Broussard, “It 
was an incredible night.”

Broussard continues to play frequently with his band in many locations 
throughout Atlanta.  His band has added St. Pius X Director of Bands, 
Chad Paetznick, on drums along with two other musicians.  Each 
performer brings their own wealth of music experience to the group, as 
they seek to “tug at a few heart strings” in the audience.

Bowick continues to perform in Los Angeles and collaborates with 
musicians as often as possible while learning to play new instruments.  
After taking up the mandolin and performing with the band Dinosaur 
Tooth for a time, he is now trying his hand at the fiddle while playing 
weekly shows in Santa Monica.
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Living the St. Pius X Mission
  Spotlight on alumni giving back

The following alumni are a true testament to the mission of St. Pius X, to provide a college preparatory 
education for the formation of the mind, body and spirit in accordance with the teachings of the Catholic 
Church. These alumni have given back to those in need and shared their talents and faith in the Atlanta 
community and beyond!

Richard 
Farnsworth `69

When I start to 
feel the stress 
of representing 
survivors of intimate 
partner violence, 
I remember that 
the survivor is the 
one actually living 
through these 

atrocities. I remember the Atlanta 
Volunteers Lawyers Foundation’s 
staff in the Safe Families Office, 
who are patient and meet the cries 
for help with empathy and courage. 
(taken from Richard Farnsworth’s 
essay in the Daily Report, August 2, 
2017).

Family: 
Married to Anne Farnsworth. Father of Daniel 
Farnsworth `93, Claire Farnsworth Wildman `01, 
Sarah Farnsworth `07 and Patrick Farnsworth. 

Education: 
Christ the King, St. Pius X, University of North 
Carolina, Georgia State University and Emory 
University School of Law

Occupation: 
Practices law at Farnsworth Law – While “working 
towards retirement” he shares a law office with his 
son, Daniel ‘93, with a focus on wills, trusts, and 
family violence cases.  

Volunteer Work: 
For more than four years, Richard has been sharing 
his time and talent with the Atlanta Volunteer 
Lawyers Foundation in the Safe Families Office.  
His passion for helping others is evident as he was 
awarded the AVLF Safe Families Office Volunteer of 
the Year in 2016. 

What were you involved in during your high school 
years? 
Student Council, National Honor Society, Debate and 
the National Thespian Society.  Soccer was my sport, 
but Pius did not have a soccer team at the time so I 
played club ball. 

Favorite teacher? 
I didn’t really catch on until a year or so after 
graduation that we had a really good deal at Pius. 
We had so many quality teachers, Sister Celine, Ms. 
Guscio and my favorite, French teacher Madame 
Kohn.

Favorite St. Pius X memory: 
Returning victorious from the Debate state 
tournament at the University of Georgia.

Like father, like daughter:  
Richard was Star Student in 1969 and Claire 
Farnsworth Wildman was Star Student in 2001. 
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How is the St. Pius X community involved?  
We are hoping to partner with the Spanish 
Club at Pius and get the students involved in 
our mission.  Mike’s Angels Communications 
Director, Erina Nichols Lambeth `83, and 
Sally Crelia `83 are long-time volunteers 
and supporters.  The St. Pius X connections 
run deep. The photo from our summer 2017 
mission trip includes Julia Brennan `20, Ella 
Brennan `20, Sally Crelia `83, myself and Erina 
Nichols Lambeth `83.

Favorite SPX memory: 
My memories were around my friends and 
amazing teachers! I was a cheerleader my 
sophomore year and on the Drill team. I’ve 
known Erina Nichols Lambeth `83 for over 45 
years. Her family lived across from me from the 
beginning of time. Her sister, Fiona, was in my 
class and is my best and life-long friend.

How can others get involved?  
Follow us on Facebook and check out our 
website to hear about fundraisers and our 
annual mission trip. We’d love to get more 
alumni and the St. Pius X community involved.

A longtime supporter 
of children’s charities 
in Atlanta, Jackie has 
always wanted to 
expand her advocacy 
to help children in 
need in Guatemala, 
where her parents, 
siblings and nieces 
were born.

Education: 
Christ the King, St. Pius X, University of 
Georgia, Nova Southeastern University Law 
School

Occupation: 
Practiced law for more than 12 years with the 
law firm of Heyman & Sizemore, LLC where 
she specialized in real estate litigation and is a 
member of the Georgia Bar, Florida Bar, Atlanta 
Bar Association and the Georgia Hispanic 
Bar Association. Jackie is currently a Senior 
Manager, Title Resolution at Altisource Portfolio 
Solutions S.A.

Inspiration to launch Mike’s Angels?  
Mike’s Angels was founded in 2010, in loving 
memory of Jackie’s brother Mike Marcucci `81. 
To know Mike was to love him. He could light 
up any room with his smile and was always 
looking for ways to help people. He had a giving, 
loving heart. He was happiest when he was 
helping others. Most of all, he loved lending a 
hand to family, friends and especially children in 
need. Through Mike’s Angels, we honor Mike’s 
memory by continuing his legacy of giving.

Jackie Marcucci Price `86 
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Karl Webster Barnes `68

I cherish my parochial school 
education. I wish I had come to 
St. Pius X earlier. I transferred my 
senior year when Drexel High School 
closed in the spring of `67. Playing 
for Coach Maloof is what led me to 
Georgia Tech.

Education: 
Our Lady of Lourdes, St. Paul of 

the Cross, Drexel High School, St. Pius X, Georgia 
Institute of Technology (BS and MS) and University 
of Pennsylvania (MBA)
 
Sign of the times…
I was a member of the first integrated class at St. Pius 
X and the first African-American student athlete and 
letter winner (football and track) to graduate from 
Georgia Tech. 

Occupation: 
After graduate school, Karl worked with The 
Coca-Cola Company for nearly 20 years, working 
on significant financial and brand projects. Karl 
eventually became a buyer of all marketing materials 
and subsequently managed the company’s Minority 
Purchasing Program.  His city planning and historic 
preservation exposure moved him towards a board 
seat with the City of Atlanta’s Zoning Review 
Board and the Board of Zoning Adjustment. As a 
consultant, he worked on the disparity study for 
the city of Tucson, AZ and the Supplier Diversity 
program for the Georgia Pacific Corporation.

Making a Difference in the community: 
As a native of old South Atlanta and Collier 
Heights, Karl is passionate about 
gentrification education and works with 
neighborhood organizations in the City 
of Atlanta and the West End. He played 
a significant role in the National 
Register’s designation of West End 
as a Historic District. Currently, 
he serves on the Board at Atlanta 
Emerging Markets, Inc. (AEMI), 
a community development 
entity wholly-owned by 
Invest Atlanta (Atlanta 
Development Authority) that 
seeks to spur job creation, economic 
development and neighborhood 
revitalization in under-served parts of 
the City of Atlanta.

Recent Achievement: 
In October, Karl was honored with the 
2017 Georgia Tech Black Alumni Leaders 
and Legends Athlete Award. The GTBAO 
Leaders & Legends Awards recognizes 
outstanding Georgia Tech black alumni as well 
as community leaders who have made significant 
contributions to Science, Technology, Engineering 
and Mathematics and in the community at large. 
 
St. Pius X Memory: 
The 1967 moniker was “10 in 10” in the Lion’s Den! 
We played 10 games and only gave up 14 points in 
defense. 
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Upcoming Events

Reunion Planning Meeting
(Classes 3’s & 8’s) February 7, 2018

St. Pius X Auction & Gala:
Lions and Legacies March 3, 2018

George B. Maloof Lion 
Nation Tennis & Golf 

Tournaments

Tennis: June 8, 2018
Golf: June 12, 2018

Did you know that all graduates of St. Pius X are members of the St. Pius X Alumni Association?  Leading the charge for the Alumni 
Association are the members of the Alumni Association Governing Board. It is the mission of the Alumni Association Governing Board to 
support and sustain the values identified in St. Pius X Catholic High School’s core values and mission statement.  

The Alumni Association Governing Board strives to maintain and strengthen ties among the Alumni and St. Pius X through annual events 
such as Homecoming – Reunion Weekend, service projects and Career Day.  Additional events including Trivia Night and The George B. 
Maloof Lion Nation Golf and Tennis Classic which benefit the St. Pius X Alumni Scholarship Fund.   The Governing Board has 100 percent 
participation in the Annual Fund and continually works to increase alumni participation. 

The Alumni office is accepting new members for the 2018-2019 school year. If you are interested, please email alumni@spx.org.

Meet your 2017-2018 St. Pius X Alumni Board

Front row (L-R): Meghan Lammers Palmer `06, Maggie 
Gonzalez Hoback `89, Jaymee Marston Morris `02, Michele 
Valdez `06.  Second row: Mary Pat Conboy Wilson `83, Fran 
McLellan Buis `83, Karoline Rumps Brennan `82, Cathy Hollis 
Underwood `91, Kathleen Murphy Varda `98 (President), Alex 
Catroppa Azzarello `95, Tommy Williams `90.  Back row: Liz 
Standard `10, Kat Werner `16, Maria Rodriguez Miller `87 and 
Megan Fannon `09.  Not pictured: Teresa Hungeling Ebbs `98, 
Betz Hamilton `05, Julia McDevitt Jones `85 and Molly McBride 
`94. Photo bomb: Jonathan Gagnon `20



32

Class of 1967

Class of 1987



Homecoming 2017

St. Pius X alumni, family and friends gathered under sunny skies over Homecoming Reunion Weekend, 
October 13-15, 2017. As the sun was setting over George B. Maloof Stadium on Friday, October 13, 
alumni and family gathered on Messner Plaza to enjoy the Alumni BBQ and the Golden Lions defeating 
Oconee County 41-13. 

The fellowship continued Saturday morning with the second annual alumni service 
project. Over 45 alumni and family members gathered for the “Sandwich Build” for 
Crossroads Community Ministries. The alumni assembled over 1,000 sandwiches in 
the St. Pius X cafeteria to help those in need in the Atlanta community.

Saturday night’s festivities included reunion celebrations for the classes ending in 2’s 
and 7’s.  In celebration of 55 years, the Class of `62 gathered at the home of Bill and 
Elaine Waidelich. The highlight of their party was guest of honor, Father Jim Harrison, 
first principal of St. Pius X (see bottom, middle photo below). Classmates gathered for 
the various five and ten year incremental reunions throughout Atlanta. Whether it was 
at the home of a classmate or a neighborhood pub, a great time was had by all!

The weekend came to a peaceful end with the traditional Alumni Mass and brunch. 
Monsignor Richard Lopez celebrated the Mass which was 
concelebrated with St. Pius X Chaplain Father Michael 
Silloway. The Young Center auditorium was near capacity 
for the beautiful celebration of the Mass followed by a 
special performance from the Women’s and Men’s Chorale 
ensemble and Pius Players. The morning wrapped up with 
a delicious brunch and fellowship in the Young Center 
lobby and senior courtyard.  

Keep an eye out for details for the 60th Anniversary 
Homecoming celebration, which will be held October 
12-14, 2018.

 
Class of 1962 Photo: Back row: 
Janice Smith Banister, Ray 
Harvey, Ann Baumgartner 
Ortstat, Butchie deGolian 
Neely, Roy Darden, Ed 
McElroy, Fred Stokes, Bill 
Waidelich, Bill Poole. Middle 
Row: Suzanne Hopkins 
Blievernicht, Tina Rauberts 
Conklin Dardin, Beverly 
Rieker McElroy. Front row: 
Barbara McCusker Poole, 
Father James L. Harrison, 
Cici Wrigley Harris, Terry 
Doherty.
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Cáceres

Orman

Lion Lines
Golden Lions Alumni News

St. Pius X is fortunate to have 30 alumni 
on faculty/staff. Front row (L-R): Mary 
Pat Warner Martin `86, Ashley Marriott 
Curlette `02, Karoline Rumps Brennan `82, 
Liz Gulick Ross `85, Jessica Darga Sowers 
`97, second row: Deanna Jones-Puig `01, 
Kristin Kramer `98, Jenniffer Todd Kapp 
`94, Katie Bush Stilson `00, Morgan Carney 
`08, Amy Foster Williams `85, Brigid Foster 
Bartholomai `83, Paul Standard `80, third 
row: Melissa Beam `88, Cary Johnson 
Blackburn `85, Marian Goode Rosenberg 
`77, Courtney Kane `04, Christi Lampe 
Caragher `84, Mary O’Brien Beyer `82, 

St. Pius X Faculty and Staff Alumni

Class of 1963

Alison Bruckert Wright `01, Michael Abbott 
`08, Aaron Parr `06, Mark Kelly `70, Trey 
Broussard `01, Matt Lammers `74, Back 
row: Rachel Braham `86, P.G. Standard `09 
and Daniel Foley `06. Not pictured: Cecelia 
Shannon Corso `83 and Pat Szabo Fries `63.

The Orman sisters, Kaitlyn `14, Caroline 
`17 and Lexi `17 are “kicking it” at Samford 
University. The sisters are enjoying playing 
soccer together for the Samford Bulldogs.

On October 25, a small Class of 1963 
crew met for their monthly luncheon at 
Chin Chin in Brookhaven. Seated from 
left: Linda Millkey, Jack Millkey, Helen 
Murray Reppert, Milam McGraw Propst, 
Ron Fannon, Linda Euart Kelleher, 
Denny Bishop. 
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Sabino

Adams

Two St. Pius X alumni are on staff at 
the University of Georgia’s National 
Award-Winning Publication, The Arch 
Conservative. Nick Geeslin ’14 is a senior 
studying International Affairs at UGA and 
is Editor-in-Chief. Connor Foarde ’15 is 
a junior studying Journalism and is the 
Campus News Editor. The journal was 
awarded “Publication of the Year” for 2016-
2017. 

Nic Cáceres ’17 is a freshman at the 
University of Alabama where he is now 
working at Crimson Tide Productions, the 
multimedia program of UA Athletics. Nic 
made football pre-game videos at St. Pius 
X and he’s excited about the opportunity to 
continue sports video at UA. 

We were honored to have former St. Pius X 
faculty member David Sabino `00 as guest 
speaker at our Veteran’s Day assembly on 
November 10, 2017. David is pictured with 
Principal Steve Spellman.

Foarde and Geeslin

Chef Jamie Adams ’77, can be found 
creating fabulous meals at his restaurant il 
Giallo Osteria & Bar on Roswell Road. He 
has been a featured chef at The James Beard 
House in New York, competed in The Food 
Network’s “Chopped,” selected to participate 
in a TBS-TV “Super Chef Cook Off,” and was 
highlighted on “Great Chefs of the South,” 
and “The Best Thing I Ever Ate.” The Class 
of `77 was fortunate to have Jamie cater their 
40th reunion last October.
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St. Pius X Weddings & Births
Best wishes to our Golden Lions...

Alex Walter ’09 married Taylor Penn ’09 on 
October 8, 2016 at St. Augustine Church in 
Covington, GA. The ceremony was followed 
by a beautiful reception at Burge Plantation. 
Shortly after an Italian honeymoon, the 
couple purchased their first home in Tucker. 
Alex is currently the Director of Marketing 
at The Hansen Group and Taylor is the 
Installation Manager at Viridis Garden 
Design.

Neimo

Walter  PennKramer

Davignon

Katie Davignon (Masoor)  `07 married 
Kris Masoor on September 23, 2017. The 
ceremony took place at St. James UMC 
in Buckhead and the reception was at 
The Georgian Terrace Hotel in Midtown. 
Katie had seven St. Pius X graduates in 
her wedding party: Margaret Brooke ’07, 
Danielle Fannon ’07, Courtney Kennedy 
Richardson ’07, Katie Davignon Masoor 
’07, Ashley Schoenith Hughes ’07, Rebekah 
Baer ’07, and Emily Davignon ’17, and 
Phillip Davignon ’15. The couple met 
at Georgia Tech and currently lives in 
Washington, DC. Katie works for Booz Allen 
Hamilton in government consulting and 

Kris is an orthopedic medical device sales 
rep at Zimmer Biomet. 

St. Pius X Theology Teacher Lindsey Neimo 
and Greg Farrell married on October 21, 
2017 in St. Petersburg, Florida, surrounded 
by an incredible amount of family and 
friends.

Anna Kramer `05 married Nolan Dougherty 
on July 1, 2017, at Immaculate Heart of 
Mary Catholic Church. Anna works at 
MailChimp and the couple lives in Decatur, 
Georgia.

Neimo
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Sean Nielson B.Eng. and Patty Conboy 
Nielson M.Ed. `04, welcomed Paul born in 
February, 2017. Patty and Sean are currently 
enjoying life in Ogden, Utah.

Along with his wife Nicole, St. Pius X 
Head Weight Training Coach Neal Peduzzi 
welcomed their son Jonathan Zachary 
Peduzzi on November 17, 2017 at 9:56 a.m. 
Jonathan weighed 6 pounds, 11 ounces and 
measured 19 inches long.

Sara Chamberlin Massey ‘06 and her 
husband Kyle Massey welcomed son Jake 
Austin Massey to the world on July 29. Jake 
was welcomed into the Church surrounded 
by family and friends on September 
23, 2017 at his Baptism celebrated by 
Monsignor Lopez in the St. Pius X Chapel. 
Pictured below are, from left, Jane Fleming 
Thompson ‘06, Pat Barton ‘06 holding son 
Ehren, Britton Schirra Barton,’06, Sara 
Chamberlin Massey ‘06 holding Jake,  Msgr. 

Pheasant

Peduzzi

Lopez, Kayte Henderson Tarantino 
‘06, Kaitlin Byrne ‘06, Alex McTier 
Upshaw ‘06, George Lane ‘06, and Derek 
Chamberlin ‘09.

Sara (Pheasant) ‘01 and David Reed and 
big sister Annie were thrilled to welcome 
Elizabeth Jane Reed on February 19, 2017.

Dr. Shaanan Shetty and Danna Conboy 
Shetty P.A.-C  `04, welcomed Cecilia 
born in December, 2016. Danna is 
currently practicing at Family Practice 
Center Atlanta and Shaanan is practicing 
at Perimeter Dermatology.

Maria Thacker Goethe ’02 and proud 
daddy, Patrick, greeted Cecilia Maria 
Goethe on February 1, 2017, at 6:18pm. 
“Cece” weighed 7 pounds, 9 ounces and 
was 20 inches long. Maria and Patrick are 
thrilled to have their rainbow baby.

Massey

Shetty Thacker

Nielson



Senior Strives to Connect 
Others Through Social Media

Since she was 12 years old, senior Lauren Hutson has been 
following Brandon Stanton of the global movement Humans 
of New York on social media. Inspired by his ability to connect 
people through shared experiences and emotions, she started 
her own “Humans of SPX” page with the goal of creating a 
platform in which to bring people together and understand 
what inspires and heals others. “I’m really convinced that the 
most valuable resource that people have is each other, because 
without ventures between souls, growth is stifled to our own 
points of view. Kind of philosophical, but to fully experience 
life as a human being, we all need to connect with our desire to 
realize something larger than our individual selves,” she says. 

Hutson, a recognizable face on campus for her involvement 
and cheerful disposition, is a member of the cross country 
team and manager of the St. Pius X swim team. She is also a 
Pride Leader with the Lion Leader program and president of 
the National Honor Society (see page 23). Earlier this year, she 
was named Homecoming Queen. In her spare time, she runs 
half marathons and works as an individual and family portrait 
photographer. Following experiences photographing refugee 
families, she created the People Not Projects Foundation, where 
she pulls her love of photography and her passion for improv-
ing the lives of others together. With the help of fundraising, 
she has delivered over 200 family portraits to refugee commu-
nities in Clarkston, Georgia.  It is her hope that in sharing these 

photos, she can offer a sense of identity and belong-
ing and create a sense of interconnectedness within 
our city and beyond. Hutson was recently named a 
runner-up in Atlanta Intown Paper’s “20 Under 20” 
project for her volunteerism and extraordinary work. 

The Humans of SPX Instagram page is well-loved by 
all, students, faculty, and community alike. Along-
side each portrait of a member of the senior class 

is a quote of the featured 
student’s choosing. Rather 
than suggesting ques-
tions and formalizing the 
interviews, she simply 
asks her fellow students 
to talk about whatever is 
important to them. By us-
ing this method, students 

have shared memorable experiences, trials, gratitude, insecu-
rities, passions, and life philosophies. Hutson reaches out to 
all members of her class through a Google Form and tries to 
share a variety of experiences, keeping the process “simple and 
without pressure.”  

Hutson explains her inspiration, “Over the years I’ve devel-
oped a love for listening to people with an open heart, so 
I made myself readily available to people who were going 
through difficulties or just wanted someone to share in the 
excitement of their successes. And what this made me aware 
of was how interesting every single person I know is, on any 
point of the spectrum of individuals at Pius. But so many 
people didn’t know this about each other! This one person who 
was secretly an extraordinary musician had no idea that this 
other person had been strengthened by overcoming their men-
tal illness. I saw all of these unbelievable passions and talents 
and insight in every person I knew, and I wanted to bridge all 
of those connections between people who otherwise may have 
never interacted with one another or really known each other.” 

A transfer student from Greater Atlanta Christian School, 
the senior credits St. Pius X for giving her the opportunity to 
evolve and grow into the person she is today, socially, academ-
ically, and personally. She says, “I love this school so much for 
the values it works very hard to instill within its student body; 
St. Pius X develops very industrious personalities but works 
even harder to instill kindness within each person.” 

After graduation at St. Pius X in May, she is unsure of where 
she will attend college next year, but she is confident that she 
will pursue a pre-med track, specifically in neurology. Through 
the Humans of SPX page, Hutson is appreciative of all she’s 
learned about her classmates and in-turn, life in general.  
“What this has taught me is that perspective is everything, 

peace is born of empathy, and mutual 
understanding between people is ex-
tremely important.”

Photos by Lauren Hutson.



In Memoriam
We remember our loved ones

Bill Bezaire, September 2017
Father of Bill `72, Nancy `74, Tom `76, and 
Jim `77.  Grandfather of Olivia Echols `97, 
Celena Bezaire `15 and great-grandfather of 
Richard Echols `19

Brooks Bowling, December 28, 2017
Father of parent of alumni, Lynn Amoroso, 
and grandfather of Joseph Amoroso `14 
and Brooks Amoroso `16 

Rick Brown`65, October 16, 2017

Ann Simon Chatham, November 15, 2017
Mother of Lyn Simon Bell `69 and Laura 
Simon `71

Denver D. Clark, December 2, 2017
Father of Parent of Alumni, Denver Clark 
and grandfather of Denver Clark III `10, 
Taylor Clark `12, Emily Clark `16 and 
Ashleigh Clark `21

Kathleen Thomas Corcoran, January 1, 2018
Sister of Paula Fannon `82, aunt of Danielle 
Fannon `07 and Megan Fannon `09

Espinetta Dorsey, October 2, 2017
Mother of Valerie Dorsey Lister `79, Vicky 
Dorsey `81, Vivien Dorsey `82, Verah 
Dorsey Turner `84 and Val Dorsey `87

Cynthia Fessenden ’79, September 15, 2017
Sister of Diana Fessenden `81

Dean Fowler, December 4, 2017
Father of Meghan Fowler Rademacher `02

Karen-Hicks Frazier, September 19, 2017
Mother of Kyle Frazier `09

Michael Garrett, December 7, 2017
Brother of parent of alumni Matt Garrett 
(Thérèse Mruk Garrett `85), and uncle of 
Grace Garrett `16

James Thomas Giblin ’68, May 7, 2016
Brother of Mary Alice Giblin Allcott ’69, 
Patricia Giblin ’69, and Betsy Giblin 
Kohler ’71

Fran Greenlee, July 8, 2017
Mother of St. Pius X faculty member Jim 
Greenlee

John  (Jack) Gormley, September 30, 2017
Father of John Gormley `70

John Huss, October 23, 2017
Father of Anne Margaret Huss Manay `98

Tom Kamisky, August 31, 2017
Brother of Paul Kamisky `85

Flora Lentini, September 1, 2017
Mother of Tony Lentini ’83, Sophia Lentini 
Clanton ’85, and grandmother of Frank 
Lentini ’14 and Brian Lentini ’14

Scott McDonald, October 31, 2017
Father of Alix McDonald `19

Eva McGarity Ponder `88, September 10, 2017

Tom Melvin, November 28, 2017
Father of Thomas Melvin `75, Kevin Melvin 
`76 (Juliet Jones Melvin `80), Dan Melvin 
`79, Chris Melvin `81 and grandfather of 
Sarah Melvin `15

May Michalko,  September  12, 2016
Mother of Sheila Varuso ’89, Tonya 
Michalko ’87, and grandmother of Josh 
Varuso ’ 20

Juan Molina `76, August 25, 2017
Brother of Miguel Molina `71

Bob Mulholland, August 7, 2017
Father of Colleen Mulholland Sanjurjo `00 
and Casey Anne Mulholland Moore `02

Scott Nevetral, August 10, 2017
Father of Robin Nevetral Jones `05, Rebecca 
Nevetral `08 and Greg Nevetral `09

Daniel Panter `59, March 4, 2017
Sister of Rebecca Panter DuVall `67, twin 
brother of David Panter `59, uncle of Julie 
DuVall Hiland `96 and Kevin DuVall `98 
(deceased)

Eternal rest grant upon them, O Lord. 
Let perpetual light shine upon them; for their souls 

and the souls of all the faithful departed. May they rest in peace.  

Amen.

Arthur Peeples, September 30, 2017
Father of Gayle Peeples `69, Theresa Peeples 
`71 (deceased), Liz Peeples Jamieson `72, 
Patricia Peeples `75, Mike Peeples `79 and 
grandfather of Elizabeth Kitts Olson `98

Peggy Schultz, October 9, 2017
Mother of Carlus Schultz `81, Angela 
Schultz-Wyman `82 and Druella Schultz `87

Sophie Shell, December 3, 2017
Mother of Peggy Shell `63, Bob Shell `69, 
and Marietta Shell Slemp `73

Gerald Spratte, November 21, 2017
Father of parent of alumni Brad Spratte 
(Deone) and grandfather of Lauren Spratte 
Schwartz `09 and David Spratte `13

Edward James Trainor, December 23, 2017
Stepfather of Brigid Foster Bartholomai `83, 
(SPX faculty), Amy Foster Williams `85 
(SPX faculty), Dinah Foster Biggs `87 and 
Mark Foster `95

Jane Westenberg, October 24, 2017
Matriarch of the Hungeling family, Jane 
is the grandmother of Billy ’89, David ’91, 
Teresa Ebbs ’98, Christine ’00 and great 
grandmother of Clare ’19 and Ella Cate ’19

Mary Williams, October 18, 2017
Mother of Ann Williams Winkler `79, 
Maureen Williams Britt `83 and Tommy 
Williams `90
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Do you have news to share? We 
would love to hear from you!
If you have news to share with the 
St. Pius X community, please contact 
Deanna Jones-Puig, Communications 
Manager via email at djones@spx.org.  

February
14th Annual Juried Visual Arts Exhibition

March
Lions and Legacies Auction & Gala
Pius Players Present: Best of Broadway
Spring Dance Concert

April
Guitar Concert
Band Concert

May 
NOVO Choreography & Dance Benefit
Baccalaureate
Graduation

June 
George B. Maloof Lion Nation Tennis Tournament
George B. Maloof Lion Nation Golf Tournament
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22-25
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17
19
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