
The AP Studio Art 2-D Design 2020 Exit Show

The AP Studio Art Class is a full year-long program of study culminating 
in a finished body of work consisting of thirteen pieces dealing with a 
chosen theme / investigation.
Students need to develop their investigation through experimenting with 
different media and exploring the language of art and so develop their own 
voice; their own vision. Each year The AP class usually exhibits their work 
in The Young Center Lobby. Due to the present circumstances we have 
gone digital! Instead of showing all thirteen pieces we decided to show only 
five from each student. They chose the pieces which best reflected their 
investigation. 
We hope you enjoy the show!!



Left to Right: Lauren Ratchford, Laney Polvino, Claire Arnold, Abbi Buckley, Morgan Veach, Dillon Wroe, Kyra Graap



KYRA GRAAP

Throughout my AP art experience I have had the opportunity to 

explore new ideas and mediums. In my AP Investigation I 

investigated the cause and effect that pollution has on society and 

the environment and how we are slowly killing our planet. I 

believe that pollution is a massive modern problem that we have 

today. Using this thought, I attempted to show what our Earth 

looks and would like in the future if we continue with our 

wasteful behavior throughout my pieces. I really enjoyed creating 

art pieces for this current issue and I look forward to making 

new art pieces in the future.

College: Kennesaw University 

Major: Graphics/Illustration



“Unless”



,

“Swimming With The Saints”



“Beautiful Girl”



“ Watered Down”



“Saving Mother Nature”



Claire Arnold

In my portfolio I wish to highlight the carelessness of humans when it 
comes to the environment, and how these actions impact other living 
creatures.  I experimented with recycled materials and different acrylic 
application techniques to illustrate my ideas in creative and clear ways. 
In the beginning of my investigation, I wanted to show all of the 
different ways we are negatively affecting our environment. However, 
as I worked on my pieces, I realized I needed to be more specific, and 
gradually started to portray the animals more, specifically, marine life. 
Most of my pieces I revised many times, painting and using layers to 
give each piece a hidden message. Before this year I had never worked 
with a pallet knife, but with practice, I have been able to incorporate it 
in most of my works. Barely anybody’s asking “could this cigarette 
cause a whole forest to burn down?” or “Will killing this animal lead to 
the extinction of their whole species?” This is because we are prone to 
see the immediate benefit rather than the long term effect. It is true that 
killing an animal may not have an initial effect, but small impacts pile 
up until we can do very little to improve the situation.

Attending in the Fall: College of Charleston  Major - Studio Arts



Just One Cigarette



Perspective



The Dream



Balance



 Deep Below



Dillon Wroe
Artists’ Statement:             

My sustained investigation highlights the relationship between motorcycles, 
their riders, the values and emotional significance associated with them and this 
relationship. And through this, my investigation attempts to answer how this affects 
people, both emotionally and psychologically, along with the reasons and causes 
behind this mindset. The intention of my work was inspired by my father, and his 
own emotional relationship with motorcycles and riding.   

The integration of my work within my sustained investigation is demonstrated 
through ideas such as, freedom and escape, along with the search for one’s self and 
purpose in life.

I began to explore my investigation through photographs, then progressed to 
drawings and paintings, which built upon the previous, using similar elements and 
styles while still adding and introducing new elements that further developed onto the 
investigation’s inquiry. Taking aspects of the processes and the works themselves, 
such as the veins, cracks, or the brain and heart seen in several of the pieces, tie the 
work together while demonstrating exploration of new techniques and revision of 
past processes.  
College Attending in the Fall
I will be attending Emory University.



“Is it in my head or in my heart?”
   Pencil, watercolor in sketchbook



“Still Beatin’ ”
Acrylic paint on canvas



Finally Feelin’ Free” 
Acrylic paint on canvas



“I could go east, I could go west” 
   Acrylic paint on wooden board



“Midnight Flight” 
  Acrylic paint on canvas



Laney Polvino

As with ancient myths, my concentration focuses on telling a story. Myths function to exhibit a grandiose sense of a 
social system’s acceptable customs. The stories of gods, heroes, and monsters are lessons within everyday life. The 
intention of my work is to use these characters and their stories to address modern societal expectations. Honing in 
on mental health, toxic masculinity, sexism, racism, and homophobia, I examine the conflicts brought about by 
prejudice. 
Just as the eyes are the window to the soul, the face reflects the trials of a person. Many of the models served as 
inspiration, for their experiences are a muse within my work. I began my concentration with pieces 1 and 2, 
believing I would only use portraits. Exploring how facial features and posture affect others perceptions led me to a 
change. Through time, my experimentation with different mediums evolved my concentration. Body positioning 
and hand gestures created movement. Discrimination does not cease at any moment; I wanted my artwork to reflect 
that. Pieces 3, 5, and 7 illuminate this. 
These myths are channeled through the mind of modern issues. Discrimination, prejudice, and expectation limit us.

College attending in the Fall: Xavier University  Major: Law



Medusa



Persephone



Aphrodite 



Mermaid



Phoenix



Abbi Buckley

My sustained investigation is not necessarily a question, but an answer to 
many questions I have about myself and my family. Mental illness runs in 
my family. My great uncle had schizophrenia and committed suicide in a 
poorly managed mental institution. My grandfather had bipolar disorder and 
substance abuse disorder. My mother and sister both have, at some times, 
crippling anxiety.  Recently my cousin was diagnosed with substance abuse 
disorder and nearly passed away. A few years back I was diagnosed with 
clinical depression and I had struggled with eating disorders. I have 
recovered and am okay now but at the time it was not only a dark experience 
but also a lonely one. I felt like I was the only one going through it. The 
purpose of my art is to create something someone like me or in a similar 
situation can relate to. For all of my projects, I used acrylic paint on either a 
canvas or wooden board. Throughout my investigation, I also used carving 
tools, fire, charcoal, parchment paper, fake glass, feathers, tinsel, glitter, 
stickers, paper, and hole punched paper bits. My reason for using such 
random materials is to show how chaotic the brain is.

College Attending in The Fall: Georgia State     
Intended Double Major/ Studio Art and Psychology













Lauren Ratchford

I have been investigating how technology, specifically social media, has 
progressively caused society to become distant to nature. The organic shapes 
are used to represent natural behaviors of humans, flora, and fauna which 
corresponds with and reflects the negative characteristics of social media. 
The geometric shapes are circles and squares, that represent technology, 
phones and lenses, used to create the negative characteristics and boundaries 
within the organic shapes. While investigating I practice making each of my 
image transfers better and finding the best way to manipulate acrylic paint. I 
experimented with mirrors and reflections by taking pictures of my work. I 
put the pictures in photoshop in order to make them unique. I revised my 
investigation though taking pictures of my work, putting them in photoshop 
or using a prism to see a different angle. I also sketched out all of my ideas 
and when I started to create them, I came up with more ideas to add or take 
away. This helped me to see my concentration as a whole and be able to 
connect it all.  













Morgan Veach

My concentration focuses on the other worldly aspects technology brings into our world, 
but also to defend the negativity surrounding it as it develops. Often technology and games 
hold a bad reputation among older generations but I want to show, as someone who grew 
up alongside these developments, that the two worlds can coincide. Aspects I believe that 
are important to portray in my concentration include its usefulness and ability to connect, 
rather than separate people which it’s often accused of doing.  
 I’ve decided to show my stance and embrace this positive message throughout a story 
following alongside the mix of the two worlds. Rather than using text to directly tell the 
viewer I hope to show its benefits through action. I find this an important subject to talk 
about as our society develops and the generation who grew up with technology begins to 
take over as the working class. Another reason why I find this subject intriguing is because 
I am part of the group I previously mentioned, as my entire life I entertained myself using 
computers and gaming systems. These days I am still surrounded by screens, but my use of 
them has changed.

College Attending in the Fall: Savannah College of Art and Design
Majoring in Sequential Art 



Take The Chance



Dip Down



Drive



Barrier



Party Up



Thank You To All The AP Visual Art Students
For Their

Commitment and Talents
 You Have Been A Great Class 

And You Will Be Missed!!!


