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What il you do everything
nghl, and you still gel docased of
chenting? What il your student
newspsper is w0 pood that 8
rombest pudge says your work
sl e b atoden? The stadl
of The Southemer, the gy
moglabmed student nerspagel
at Ablante’s Grady Hligh Senos,
lues fomnd iteelf in thal pecadmr
pface. Innmecent
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ki nodimed i
pewspaper's sl of
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TRUTH IN JOURNALISM

Scooped by students? Believe it

serior zncl ore of two mansEing
editors, wrate in_his complaing

Last year, The Scastherner
took particular pride in s local
angle on o story of nathonal intee-
el — the contmversy surrouml-
g Lo Cod. Adlen West, wha was
discipiined and allowed o refire
alter Lhreatendng an Frogi prison-
ex with a gun whike intcrrogating
hirm, Wiz, a decomted of-
ficer, was initinlly chahpsed
with assault, dispete his
coniterrtion that e acted
frs sive his froope. Be-
caise West i= 8 gradunie
oi Grady High School,
The Southemer repocled
on the controersy

coEnments inan al- CYNTHIA In fact, one of The
ation of the newspsper TUCKER | Soullemer's slar repoai-
merely mdiated that il com - S Kimberly Hagan,;

e bedieved the work ks scooped The Alkantn
was too sophisticated MY OPINION  fournal-Comstitutmn with

i be dene by high
5-!_'I'||H o atisdents,

“ herve @ hard time beliesting
ar HS student vses phiesis ke

- . Hefnted précedent,’ k=t alone

tiid ressarch on the s of the
Geneva Comenlions,” the [udge
wrale

The Sauthermier bas lodped
a eomplaint wath the Columbaw
[Ueiiversity } Schiolastic Press
Association, which sponsors
an amraal cmmpehiison {or |'||:||1_'51.
schood nevspapers 1s editors
amd reporters wint to set the
revord strofght: They do excellent
wereks, anel they doar't clest

“I famud 1% 52 an evnluador
o Iﬁ_p;]i ahoal MW LTS o
expeciations @0 low that he or
she canl helisse i when s work
of trisly great journslism comes
along, Eusvid Suiits, o Geady

a5 loTy bt Wt in INo-

vemnbier 200G {This newspape
et publish a staf-prodoced
s story on Wesd unfi] De-
cepmiber ) 11 was i that story that
Haan used the phamse “Fl-foted
precedent” and referred to the
Geneeva Cormeen Lions

Mot only did the judge douls
i wvocabulany and reseanch
glialls, bl he .:Euuui:;mnl.‘: the iches
that s high schoal journalist
mriglit coene serngs such 8 oy
imcrodible. “Are your nepders
& belseve that the reporier
— a Kimberly Hagan — got o tip
aboul the pending charpes
and actm|ly mierdewed his
brather Arlen West?" the iu-:l,m.-
wrtdi Jestily

Hisd the judae done s bit ol
reparting of his own — 8 phope
call o The Southermer would

monthly pubBcniion {(eight edi
18605 & k| 1. 00 Tutis woogy sarvera]
presli ok weenrdls from kgh
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Hager said sl was surprased,
bmit net arpry ot e pooosi-
tions. “Alone than anything, 1
am frasirated pnd dasappoinied
af thie ided that Thes jucdge
[has| such |ow expoctitions or
stupdendz angt stadent irrum:tllrur.
{he| matisl belpene cirdemits are
manl-capabsle of yood work" she
i}

Like Haogzan, Suitts has man]
aged 1o pol ihe combroversy in
perspective. M1 staned iinditg
ahoyt i & litthe bit moee, wnd 1
realized wihat an amazing com-
plimeni ot is An suppest that vour
vk is so-oarsdanding thatal's
not belicmble that you didit,™ he
rnticd

BITA HOBARVAR o St With that sori of squanimity,
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v done the [rick — e aould
bave learmoesd thal Arfen West
whon lves I Atlinta, approached
frculty adviser Dl \Wintes
st o o stoeys Lt hoaghn
this vexs the best story we'd une
i 10 years," Winter said

Hagan's first sbory dieded Ar-
bem Wast alowt Hhe contmmersy
arl imchuced recollectivns alsnit
e Array allkoer Eroen L'-r.u:'..'.'
trachess. o the smne odition,
Soitls wiote o column suEesting
lemicnicy bor Le. Caol West Later,
Hlomn wies bl b mltnaehy
fams,

Thie soidhermer has'a trads-
tion of excellsce A meerk

Credibility too perishable a commodity




